The Mound Remediation Project – Weekly Update
USUS
Progress Update – Week Ending 15th Dec 2017
Mound removal works continued this week and included the following activities:




Screening and pre-treatment of soils working from the rear (adjacent to the playing field) back towards Bridge
Street. This included physical screening and segregation of asbestos fragments.
Waste removal continued, included loading and haulage of soils from the Site for disposal at the designated
waste disposal sites.
The slide that was located within the site has been removed and is in storage awaiting relocation by the
council.

This week approximately 650 tonnes of material will be removed from site. The total volume of materials removed
from the Mound to date is approximately 2,150 tonnes. This is approximately 35% of the expected volume.
Progress this week was slightly delayed by snow and bad weather experienced on Monday 11 th and Tuesday 12th
December 2017. The poor road conditions and prevailing icy conditions meant cancellations to planned haulage of
materials off-site.
The works continue to encounter various historical artefacts including glass and pottery bottles. A rusted, but almost
intact bayonet was found during materials screening.
Health, Safety and Environmental Matters
No health, safety or environmental incidents were reported this week. As noted above, the prevailing snow and ice
conditions meant that proposed road haulage of materials were cancelled or reduced.
Continuous asbestos fibre monitoring is being undertaken at the site boundary and on personnel working within the
site. No readings exceeding the trigger value of 0.01 fibre / cm3 have been recorded.
Continuous oversight of the works is being provided by an Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) engineer to ensure that any
potential UXO finds are identified and managed safely. This is a critical level of oversight in the project given the recent
history of live ordnance being encountered and the nature of the military artefacts encountered to date. Suspected
ordnance such as anti-personnel and anti-tank mines need to be managed appropriately and presumed to be live. The
training devices found to date are designed to look as authentic as possible. The UXO engineer is able to immediately
inspect the suspected ordnance to confirm whether it is potentially live and manage the response. In respect of the
works to date, the UXO engineer has rapidly confirmed that the items present no significant risk. This ensures that no
programme delays are encountered.
Future Works
In this forthcoming week, the works will continue to excavate and process materials that form the mound. Depending
on progress, the site office and welfare may be relocated to the base of the mound adjacent to the playing field to
allow greater access to the materials for excavation, screening and storage prior to off-site removal.
It is expected that the works will continue until lunchtime on Friday 22 nd December 2017, at which time the site will be
secured and handed over to security for the Christmas holiday period. No active works will be undertaken during this
time, but a permanent security presence will be maintained. The mound removal works will recommence on the 2nd
January 2018.
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Photo 1: Southern side of the mound showing extent of
materials removal.

Photo 3: Loading materials for transport to landfill.

Photo 2: View from playing fields showing extent of
removal works

Photo 4. Vehicles sheeting the load to prevent release of
debris
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Photo 5. Haulage vehicles accessing site under traffic
marshal control

Photo 6. Ceramic bottle found during excavation works

Photo 7: Rusted bayonet found during screening

Photo 8: Top cap of a suspected German S-type antipersonnel mine. Suspected training device.
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