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LARGE PRINT If anyone wishes a lar ge pr int copy of the
newsletter please call Sue Halkett on 01327 341057
If anyone has an item that might be of general interest please let Sue Halkett know
and, if appropriate, it could be published in a future edition of Weedon News.
WEEDON BEC NEWS
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com.
Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter page advert. Space is limited and
will be given on a first come first served basis.
The next newsletter will be distributed in December 2016. Deadline for copy:
15th November, 2016.
Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057
for more information.

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Parish Council

WEEDON ART GROUP
EXHIBITION
19th NOVEMBER 2016
2.00 pm – 4.30 pm
Weedon Village Hall
West Street

Everyone is welcome
For further information contact Libby Hart
on 01327 341816 or
Email: weedonart@btinternet.com.

PARKING ISSUES
The most prolific complaint received by Weedon Parish Council
concerns parking in the village. It is accepted that this village was not
designed for the amount of traffic we experience today and a certain
level of tolerance is exercised by the Police. However, a great deal of
the parking in Weedon is inconsiderate and against the law. The Highway Code
(Rule 243) includes:
DO NOT stop or park:
• anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services
• at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank
• opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised parking space
• near the brow of a hill or hump bridge
• where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered mobility
vehicles
• in front of an entrance to a property
As well as the above examples, Paragraph 244 states:
You MUST NOT park partially or wholly on the pavement unless signs permit it.
Parking on the pavement can obstruct and seriously inconvenience pedestrians,
people in wheelchairs or with visual impairments and people with prams or pushchairs
This is an area where the Police exercise a certain amount of tolerance and, providing there is enough room for a pram to pass a vehicle parked on the pavement, they
will not take action.
Parking vehicles on the grass verges also causes rutting which means the grass
cannot be cut and mud can be deposited on the road and pavements which, if wet,
can be dangerous and cause general unsightliness for neighbours.

•

Schools in Weedon Bec
Included amongst the History Society’s collection of old postcards and photographs
is the one above of the Church of England Schools in Church Street taken in the
early1900s.
They were built in 1863, enlarged around 1900 and the central building provided a
house for a teacher. Boys, girls and infants were taught separately until 1947 when
they became County Primary and Infants Schools. They moved to their present site
in West Street in September 1975.
We know there was once a British School in Weedon, attended predominately by
Non-Conformist families. A poster dated 1847 still exists, advertising a bazaar to be
held in its New School Room (possibly the present United Reformed Church’s
school room in New Street).
Until then, education in the village had been provided by two charities, one founded
in 1712 by Nathaniel Billing for twenty poor boys and another by John Freeman for
twelve poor girls in 1784. There were also ‘dame schools’ providing little more than
child minding for one or two pence a week. At varying times there were other
schools, including those where wealthier pupils could receive a more academic
education such as the boarding and grammar schools opened by T Billing in 1793
at twelve guineas per annum and Weedon Academy by Mr Hewett in 1831 for
twenty guineas.
Weedon Bec History Society
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Age UK activities
Art Club: A friendly, relaxed Club open to beginners and competent artists.
We meet every Thursday morning during term time, 10.00am/12.00noon. £4.20 .
Bridge Club: A friendly, non-competitive club open to beginners and
improvers. We meet every Tuesday morning 10.00 am/12.00 noon. £2.50
IPad/Tablet and Computer classes: Call for more information
Photography Club: This is a fun, relaxed club suitable for beginners and
experienced residents. We meet on the last Wednesday of the month from
10.00am to 12.00 noon. £2.50
All activities are ‘pay as you go’
All classes are held at 31 Billing Road, Northampton.
For full details contact Age UK Northamptonshire on 01604 611200
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Nitrous Oxide. Ever wondered what these small
metal canisters, usually found around the playing fields/
car park, are? They contain nitrous oxide and are currently the ‘in thing’ with teenagers.
Nitrous oxide is a gas with several legitimate uses, but
when inhaled it can make people feel euphoric and
relaxed. This happy feeling has led to it being nicknamed ‘laughing gas’. Some people also experience
hallucinations. However, there is a risk of death as a
lack of oxygen can occur when using nitrous oxide. This risk is likely to be greater if
the gas is consumed in an enclosed space or if a substantial amount is rapidly used.
This can affect your judgement, which might make you act carelessly or dangerously
and put you at risk of hurting yourself, particularly in an unsafe environment. Other
risks include:
• Unconsciousness or death from lack of oxygen. This occurs when the available oxygen for breathing is effectively pushed out by the nitrous oxide. The risk is greater
if the gas is consumed in an enclosed space or if a plastic bag is used that covers
both nose and mouth.
• Heavy regular use of nitrous oxide can lead to deficiency of vitamin B12 and to a
form of anaemia. It can also lead to serious nerve damage causing tingling and
numbness in the extremities, difficulties with walking and pains in affected areas.
Regular use may also depress the formation of white blood cells.
It can be hard to judge the amount to use safely. If you have too much you can end
up fainting, having an accident or much worse.
There are legitimate uses of this gas: To numb pain during medical procedures such
as dental work, in engines to increase their power output and in catering, in whipped
cream aerosol cans to prevent the cream going ‘bad’ / food packaging to prevent the
food from rotting.
Nitrous oxide and alcohol. Mixing nitrous oxide with alcohol is especially dangerous as it increases the risks associated with both substances and can lead to an
increased risk of accident or death.
Is it illegal? Although nitrous oxide has been legal in the past, since the Psychoactive Substances Act came into effect on 26 May 2016, it is now illegal to supply
or import nitrous oxide for human consumption.
Did you know? Like drinking and driving, it's illegal to drive if you have been
impaired by taking drugs. With some drugs, you can even remain unfit to drive the
next day. As well as this, drug-impaired-driving offence, it’s now illegal in England and
Wales to drive over set levels for any of 17 named drugs (legal and illegal) in your
body, whether or not you are impaired. Very low limits have been set for some common illegal drugs such as cannabis, cocaine and MDMA. You can get a heavy fine,
be disqualified from driving or even go to prison

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at
Jubilee Field.
Items from our August minutes:
The Mound update is on page 7.
General: The gateway on the A45 would be repaired.
A replacement bollard would be installed along the car park edge to Jubilee Field.
Allotments: The self sown trees at Riverside Allotments would be removed.
Planning Decisions, by the District Council:
DA/2016/0392 15 St Peter’s Way – Single storey front and rear extensions and
two storey side extension – GRANTED.
DA/2016/0529 10 West Street - Demolition of single storey extension and outbuilding. Construction of single storey extension. – GRANTED.
DA/2016/0464 Weedon Bec Village Hall – Construction of overflow parking area,
resurfacing section of parking and access drive – GRANTED.
Planning Applications considered by the Parish Council
DA/2016/0650 3 Queens Park. Construction of detached games room in garden, retrospective.
DA/2016/0677 Fern Hollow Farm House. Listed Building consent for replacement of two existing rear windows with doors. Installation of three conservation roof
lights to rear elevation.
DA/2016/0529 10 West Street Demolition of single storey extension and outbuilding, construction of single storey extension.
DA/2016/0537 1 Oak Street. Construction of trellis/fence to top of exiting
boundary wall, retrospective.
Consultations considered by the Parish Council:
Northants County Council’s: Hate Reduction Strategy.
District Council’s: Ageing Well.
District Council’s :Housing Implementation Strategy.
South Northants Council’s: Kislingbury Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan.
South Northants Council’s: Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability
Assessment.
South Northants Council’s: Sustainability Appraisal Local Plan part 2a Options.
Co-option to the Council: Mr George Atkinson was co-opted to Council to fill
the vacancy left after the general elections in May.
Continued over

Information taken from the FRANK website.
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Continued.
Resignation of Litter Picker. Mr Peter Gilbert tended his
resignation as a village litter picker, with effect 30th August. The
Council are grateful to Mr Gilbert for his 10 years working for the
village. He will be sorely missed. Happy retirement Peter.

Community Payback Team
Have you noticed that quite a few jobs have been getting done around the village?
This is all thanks to the Community Payback Team who have been coming out to
Weedon since the early part of 2016. What they have helped with, especially as it is
costing the village nothing more than making them a cuppa, has been amazing.

Items from our September minutes:
Environment group to carry out a report on the condition of the current dog
bins around the village and to see how many need replacing.

Some of the works completed include: fence and bench painting, repairs to outdoor
classroom plus gardening at the school; repairs, tree planting and painting wood
structures at the Pocket Park; clearing the area under the arches and planting
hedging; clearing overgrown areas in the churchyard; removing ivy from gravestones and church boundary wall; cutting back and clearing overgrown hedge at
Riverside allotments; painting fence and play equipment at Croft Way play area;
painting the barriers around the village; clearing overgrown areas in the cemetery;
painting the village hall front and container; helping pre-school clear their outside
area.

Jubilee Field Car Park. Complaints of noise (music and vehicles) have been
received. One option will be to close the barrier at nights to stop the youths causing problems for residents. This will be monitored and if necessary signage and
barrier closing will happen.
Planning Decisions received from the District Council.
DA/2016/0546 59 West Street, Canopy over front door – GRANTED.
DA/2016/0650 3 Queens Park, Construction of detached games room in garden –
GRANTED.
DA/2016/0712 24, York Ride, Work to tree subject of Tree Preservation Order DA
134 – GRANTED.
Appeal Ref: APP/Y2810/Z/16/3146599 - 66a High Street, Add a roller shutter to
cover the front windows of the shop - Dismissed.
Planning Applications considered by the Parish Council
DA/2016/0755 Unit C Building 7, Royal Ordnance Depot - Change of use to gym
(Class D2) retrospective.
DA/2016/0782 36 New Croft. Two storey side extension to include storage area
below.
DA/2016/0796 The Boatyard, High Street, Work to and removal of trees within a
conservation area.
DA/2016/0712 24 York Ride. Work to tree subject of Tree Preservation Order.
Finance: Audit 2015/16: Paperwork from the external auditors had been
received. No issues were raised.

STOP PRESS:
It was confirmed that Gladman would be
taking their appeal back to the
High Court in November
(9th/10th).
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The team enjoy coming to Weedon and we sincerely hope that we can continue to
make them welcome. If you have any ideas for community based jobs around the
village please contact: Sue Butler 341680 or Tony Crease 341813.

The plume of feathers, Weedon Bec

@theplumeoffeathersweedon

Join us at the Plume of Feathers!!
5 real ales, homemade food, pub garden, children
welcome, dog friendly and much more…
Food served Tuesday- Saturday 12-2pm/6pm-9pm
Sunday Lunch- Serving from 12-4pm. Selection of
meats along with all the trimmings for just£8.95/£10.95
with pudding and £4.25/£6.25 for children
Plume of Feathers, West Street, Weedon, NN7 4QU
01327 340978
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WEEDON VILLAGE SHOW
PEOPLE’S CHOICE ARTWORK AWARD

Parish Council Chairman
Hello all

This was the third year that Weedon Art Group has sponsored the People’s Choice
Artwork Award at the Weedon Village Show on Saturday 3rd September 2016.
Everyone who came along to the show, children as well as adults, had the
opportunity to vote for the piece of artwork they liked the most, the winning picture
being the one with the most votes. They voted for the piece of art that they would
like to have themselves, rather than judging for the technical composition. There
were awards presented for both the winner of the adult artwork and the children’s
artwork.
There were a total of 65 votes cast, which is just brilliant and thank you to everyone
who came along and took the time to look at the artwork and cast their vote. Thank
you to the Art Group’s representatives and their powers of persuasion – Heather,
Isabella and Helen for giving up their afternoon to come along and help out, it
obviously made a world of difference.
The winner of the adult award was Ann McCurrach with her painting Kergorlay.
The children’s award was jointly won by Hannah Pearson with her drawing of
Dragon and Barry Duck with his drawing of ‘The Eye’.
Everyone who came along was extremely complimentary about the artwork, how
good it all was and that they found it very difficult to pick a favourite as they would
like to have taken a few of them home!
Well done everyone and hope we get lots of pictures for the Art Group’s exhibition
on 19th November.
Room for Hire
Weedon Bec Primary School has a room for hire. The room can accommodate
activities including indoor sports, meetings, exercise/dance classes. We can also
provide tables and chairs, WIFI, projector screen, toilet facilities, and in some cases
kitchen facilities.
School hall size: 140 square metres
Cost of hire: £9.00 per hour
Availability: evenings (after 16:30) and weekends
Contact: Laura Kerrison (Business Manager) for further details on 01327 340547 or
after school hours on 07795 473186
Other rooms may be available on request.

101 The number
for all non-emergencies
and enquiries
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I wasn't sure where to start on this my third update. I can tell you that
not for a minute did I expect to be dealing with UXOs (things that can blow up) and
the MOD when I became chairman of Weedon Bec Parish Council. This has been
a very time consuming and frustrating experience to date. I can't tell a lie, I've lost
a few hours sleep and quality time with my family over all this and I know I'm not
the only one.
The Parish Council is made up of a bunch of volunteers who want to do something
for their village. The events of the last few months are unprecedented and the responsibility is huge. I would really like to step away to be honest but the truth is I,
like my fellow councillors and Clerk, do care. Stepping away whilst easy, doesn't
actually resolve the situation. There is still a mound of a problem in our village.
I continue to be amazed that the MOD can be so deaf to our calls for help and
refuse to accept any accountability. As a village we cannot afford to take on a giant
like the MOD through the courts and should we really have to?
In other news life goes on. The Weedon Weekender was a great event despite the
rain trying to get in the way at times. Thanks to the WSA for their efforts. It was
lovely to publicly thank our litter picker Peter, for his 10 years of service to the
village during the event and we wish him a happy retirement.
I took part in the recent Speed Watch as our turn to borrow the camera arrived. I
would like to clarify a few things which may be useful to know. No money is raised
through this activity. The benefit to the village is hopefully the reminder not to
speed; it's simply a deterrent. The sites chosen are supplied by the police. There
are specific rules which include having a set visible distance and the ability to place
the warning signs appropriately. Once again volunteers from across the village
take part in this; thanks to Ginette for coordinating this activity.
It's amazing how many people do their bit for our village in so many different ways.
So from me, thanks.
Anyway, I hope you enjoy the changing colours of the leaves on the trees as we
head into the Autumn months.
Best wishes
Zoe O’Toole

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL
You can now keep up to date with the latest news
and information from
Weedon Bec Parish Council via Facebook.
www.facebook.com/weedonbecpc
5

WEEDON ART GROUP EXHIBITION – 19th NOVEMBER 2016
Weedon Art Group will be holding its 4th exhibition of work on Saturday 19th
November from 2.00pm – 4.30pm in Weedon Village Hall, West Street.
This is our opportunity to showcase the work done at the classes throughout the
year by everyone in the Art Group, whether beginner or improver, showing the
different styles of the artists and interpretations of themes from the classes. This
year we have had workshops in linocuts and calligraphy and there will be examples
of this work together with painting, drawing, pastels and much more.
The exhibition helps to promote the work of the Art Group and its programme of
classes for 2017 will be available which we hope will encourage new people to
come along and join in the classes. The exhibition also helps to raise funds,
enabling the group to continue being able to offer classes at subsidised rates.
Along with the exhibits of art there will be a book stall for recycled art books, a
kiddies corner where children can do drawing and colouring while their parents
browse the artwork. Refreshments with lovely cakes, great raffle prizes and some
artwork will be on sale so perhaps the opportunity for an early Christmas present.
Everyone is welcome and we do hope you have time to come along. For further
information contact Libby Hart on 01327 341816 or weedonart@btinternet.com.
Weedon Weekender was again a delightful weekend
despite the rain on Saturday. We have lots of great
positive feedback and thanks that have been shared with
all the helpers.
Unfortunately, we were advised of 3 complaints of noise
after the event, which is clearly hard to address afterwards - so apologies to whoever those residents were as
we tried our very best to ensure there were no issues.
This is our chance to extend further thanks to: all of you who attended to make the
event what it is; Weedon Bec Parish Council for allowing the event to be hosted on
the field and making a contribution towards the attractions; Daventry District
Council’s One-Off grant, Empowering Councillors scheme, Weedon Depot and
some private individuals whose financial assistance helped to host; the many local
businesses who continue to support this village event; Balfour Beattie for providing
security fencing, GRS Roadstone for providing sand for the beach and of course
everyone who helped to set-up, host, man stalls, welcome the stall holders, litter
pick, pack down, serve drinks, cook on the BBQ and much more besides.
The proceeds are still being finalised but we hope it will be in excess of £4,000 this
year which considering the weather is very pleasing.
WSA are there to help village groups both financially and with practical help, so
please get in touch if you need any help.
6

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING
TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING
PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX
Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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Mound update

E.M. GARDENS &
CHIMNEYS

Reports have been received from the contractor WRS including a risk
assessment by UXO specialist MACC (with reference to the explosive
items that have been found on the site). This report states that, with the
current measures, that is the fencing, signage and security guard, the
site is safe. This, of course, assumes that the public are not ignoring these
measures.
The report also discussed the three options for a long term solution. These options
have various pros and cons which include cost and will be discussed at a further
Extraordinary Meeting being held on the 22 September. Updates following this meeting will be on website/Facebook and notice boards.
In the short term, concerns about the ongoing cost of the current measures, both
within the Parish Council and raised by members of the public, has resulted in an
agreement to take back control of the site. This will reduce the weekly cost by some
75% for the village. This means that, as from Monday 19th September, 5pm, the 24
hour security and fencing will be contracted directly to the Parish.
Public Liability insurance, for the fenced off area only, is under review with the
underwriters of our policy due to the changed circumstances. This means that the
fenced off area only will be uninsured for a short period. Daventry District Council
has provided us with a letter confirming that, from a regulatory perspective, the Parish Council are conforming to the right level of safety measures. Both this letter and
the assessment report have been shared with the Insurers and will hopefully satisfy
the underwriters.

A member of The Institute
of Chimney Sweeps for all
your chimney sweep
needs!

With regards to liability, at this time and despite the evidence, the MOD are unwilling
to accept accountability for this situation and the financial burden continues to lie
with us, the village residents. Both Daventry District Council and Chris HeatonHarris, our local MP, have been facilitating this process with the MOD. Progress has
been slow. This makes decision-making by the Parish Council, who as you know are
just voluntary residents, very difficult. Legal and financial advice is being sought but,
as you will appreciate, both of these options can be expensive and at this stage we
need to assume that this will be all at our (Weedon Bec village) cost.

In addition, a highly
recommended, friendly
and professional
gardening service
including lawn care,
garden maintenance,
fencing, pruning, light tree
work, spraying and soft
landscaping.

This is a really frustrating time for us all, and we continue to ask for your patience
and support. A number of people have been putting in significant effort to progress
this situation.
We understand that there has been an incident of a child retrieving a ball and youths
abusing the security there. Please, please can you encourage people to support the
need to keep this site clear and safe and to allow the security guards to do their job.
We will support the police in any further action they feel necessary.
Issues here can change quickly and if there are any further reports we will try to
keep you updated via our website www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, Facebook
(Weedon Bec Parish Council) and putting notices on the notice boards around the
village.

Call Edd on
07976233279 or email:
eddmutch@yahoo.co.uk
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight
01280 706258
Church Warden: Sandra Rogers
01327 209435
Assistant Church Warden: Betty Harris 01327 349228
October Services
Sunday 2nd
9.30 am
Sunday 9th
9.30 am
Thursday 13th
10.00 am
Sunday 16th
9.30 am
Sunday 23rd
9.30 am
Thursday 27th
9.30 am
Sunday 30th
10.30 am
November Services
Sunday 6th
9.30 am
Thursday 10th
10.00 am
Sunday 13th
9.45 am
Sunday 20th
Thursday 24th
Sunday 27th

9.30 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service (followed by Messy Church)
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion - at Dodford
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Joint Remembrance Service with United Reformed
Church (walk to Cemetery at approx. 10.45 am)
Family Service (followed by Messy Church)
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion - at Everdon

Refreshments are served after each service, do stay and join us. It is particularly
important that, at the Family Service/Messy Church, the congregation join the
children in worship.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily, you are very welcome to come in for quiet
prayer or reflection or just to have a look around. There are guide sheets and leaflets available.
Bell ringing practice. Come and join us every Wednesday at 7.45 pm in the
church and have a go at bell ringing. We welcome newcomers. We ring 8 bells and
belong to the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers, we also ring the
bells in other churches. Call Brian Foley on 01327 341215 or just turn up on the
night for a chat.
Coffee Mornings. Held on the 2nd & 3rd Saturday (October 8th & 15th,
November 12th and 19th) 10 am to 12.00 noon. Pop along for a coffee and a chat,
there are also items for sale. Further details from Sandra Rogers 01327 209435.
Men’s Breakfast. Held in the Chapter House on the last Saturday of the month
at 8.30 am. Only £5.00 for a full English breakfast and speaker/lively discussion. Not
to be missed. Men only! Further details from Tony Wincott 01327 34176.

Raising Awareness of Chimney Fire Safety
The first week in September saw the first ever National Chimney Fire Safety Week
where local Fire Services were reminding people to make sure their chimney is safe
for the coming winter.
Real fires create a warm and homely atmosphere but bring with them extra risks
both from fire and carbon monoxide poisoning. But by taking a few extra precautions people can enjoy the glow of a real fire and make sure that they and their
families stay safe.
As we head into autumn in the coming weeks many people will be lighting their fires
for the first time in months. Before they do, we recommend they carry out a few
safety checks. First and foremost make sure that your chimney is clean and in good
working order. This includes making sure that there are no cracks in the chimney
and that it is clear of residue which could spark a fire. A blocked chimney can also
cause a build-up of deadly carbon monoxide gas.
Top tips to enjoy an open fire safely:
• Have the chimney swept at least once a year, or more frequently if you burn
wood.
• Do not bank fires too high and remember to let them burn down well before you
retire to bed.
• Use a fire or spark guard to prevent accidental fires and make sure that it has
the kite mark or conforms to a relevant British/European safety standard.
• Do not place objects on or over the mantlepiece which may cause you to stand
too close to the fire to reach or use them.
• Inspect your chimney regularly – particularly in the roof space – to ensure that it
is sound and that sparks or fumes cannot escape through cracks or broken
bricks.
• Avoid burning resinous woods as soot builds up quickly.
• Buy only suitable fuels.
• Do not overload the grate or appliance.
• Above all, ensure that you have a working smoke alarm fitted on each floor of
your home.
The importance of having your chimney regularly swept cannot be more
emphasised. Also install and regularly check your smoke alarms. They give you
give you an early warning to a fire, allowing extra time for you and your family to
escape safely.

HIGHWAYS WARDEN

Craft Evenings. The craft group meets on the last Thursday in the month in the
Chapter House at 7.30 pm, (27th October and 26th November). Bring your favourite
craft to do and chat over a cup of tea or coffee. For further details please contact
Isabella on 01327 342141
continued

If you spot any pot holes or any
problems with footpaths, verges or roads, email Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for Weedon Bec.
weedonroads@hotmail.com

8
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Continued
Quiz Evening. The popular quiz evening will be taking
place on 25th November from 7.30 pm. If you would like to
enter a team or join an existing team contact Isabella
Masters on 342141. Teams are up to 6 people, and cost
£6.00 per person, including a ‘ploughmans’.
Mothers’ Union. Meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (11th October and 8th
November) from 2.30 - 4 pm in the Chapter House. Do come along and join us. The
speaker on 11th October will be Jill Goodman talking about MU overseas and on the
8th November the theme will be The work of the Waterways Chaplaincy. Contact Gill
Douglas on 01327 703197, for more information.
Like-minded Ladies. Meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month (13th October
and 10th November) in the Chapter House at 7.30 pm. For further details please
contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Messy Church. On Sunday 16th October, is changing its
format. Start time is now 10.30 am in the Chapter House. The
topic this month is salt and light.. We will look at why salt is
important and explore light- darkness to light. Fun for all the
Family. If you haven't been to Messy Church before then give it a
try. Lunch is included - we finish approximately 12 noon. COME AND HAVE FUN.
On the 20th November our topic is Trusting God - plenty of activities for all ages,
including modelling, necklace making, mazes, experimenting and games. Lunch is
included.
Afternoon Teas. The last one this year will be held on Sunday 30th October
from 2.00 to 4.00 pm in the Chapter House.
Details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring the Church
Wardens.
The Parochial Church Council is actively fundraising to repair the leaking roof. If you
can help financially through a donation or give some time to help with important
maintenance jobs, please contact Church Wardens on 349228 or 209435.
Email:stpeterpaul-weedon@hotmail.co.uk. Thank you.
The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need a small hall for your group or for
a private party or event, rentals are very competitive and Wifi is also available.
Please contact Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more information and availability.

The next edition of Weedon News is December. If you are interested in advertising
or have something interesting to share with the village, please contact Sue Halkett on
01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com for more information.
Don’t forget to send me your Christmas jokes otherwise you will have to rely on my
choice!
20
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WEEDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The Ladies of Weedon Women’s Institute meet on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom, New Street, Weedon.

Weedon Bec Christmas
Tree Festival 2016

We are a friendly group who actively welcome new members. Membership
rules apply although guests are very welcome at £3 per meeting.
For further information please ring Jennifer Morris (President) on 01327
843010 or Gill Bryan (Secretary) on 01327 340191.

CONTACT NAME:

……………………………………………………...

We have a varied and interesting programme for 2016,
which includes:

FAMILY/ORGANISATION:

……………………………………….……….

October 20th 2016 – AGM and Harvest Supper (7:00pm start). Our
Annual General Meeting followed by a Ploughman’s style Harvest Supper.

ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………………….

November 17th 2016 – The Benefits of Herbs and Spices. Learn
how herbs and spices can be beneficial to us in all manner of ways.

………………………………………………………………………………….

th

December 15 2016 – Christmas Floral Designs. A workshop where
we will learn how to create floral designs for Christmas, with the
opportunity for some hands-on practice - plus, the usual mince pies and
mulled wine!

POST CODE:
EMAIL:

Please continue to report any pot holes directly to the County
Council’s Streetdoctor, via the website www.northamptonshire.gov.uk)
or by telephoning 0300 126 1000. All pot holes will be assessed to
determine whether any action is required.

……………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………...

Telephone number (if no email address): ……………………………….
TREE SIZE:
4FT

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry

Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am
Saturday 5.00 pm
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm

6FT

(Please circle required)

PREFERRED DECORATION TIME
6th 12-4pm

7th 12- 4pm

(Please circle required)

TREE THEME OR DESCRIPTION
………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………...
(This information will be included in the event programme)

Parish Priest: Mgr Sean Healy Tel: 01327 300248
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FLOODLINE

Weedon Bec Christmas
Tree Festival 2016

If you live in an area susceptible to flooding did you know you could register with
Floodline to receive warnings directly? Go to:
https://fwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/app/olr/home or use the www.gov.uk website
and type in flood warnings in the search bar:

The bi-annual Christmas Tree Festival is being held this year.

•

Your Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul is organising this very popular
event and the PCC invite you to sponsor and decorate a tree. All the trees
will be displayed in the Church for visitors to admire and vote for their
favourite one.

If you want to register, you will have to supply a telephone number that we can
contact you at any time of the day or night. Please ensure the number you provide has no inbound call barring as this will prevent you from receiving our recorded flood warning messages. You will also need your current email address.

•

If you need to register both your home and a business you should register twice:
once for your home address and once for your business.

•

If you are a landlord registering a tenant's property then you should select the
business category.

•

If you are a tenant you can still register the property in which you are living and
you should select the home category.

If you, your family or your organisation would like to support this event and
sponsor a tree, the cost for a 4 foot tree is £25 and a 6 foot tree is £30.
These costs include the provision of fairy lights and stand ready for you to
dress as you wish. The tree sizes are approximate and we use a local
grower /supplier who provides good quality trees.
Your tree will be delivered to the Church on Monday 5th December for you to
dress on Tuesday 6th or Wednesday 7th.
To order your tree please complete the form overleaf and return it by email to
winkers001@gmail.com or drop it into 20 Lancers Way Weedon. Any queries
can be addressed to this email or call 07702 055601.
We look forward to your support and involvement in this great community
event.
Viewing times will be:
Saturdays 10th & 17th December - 10am to 4pm
Sundays 11th & 18th - Noon to 4pm.
There will be seasonal stalls at each viewing and a Christmas Grotto on the
second weekend.

If you would prefer to register by telephone, or if you need help during the registration process, please call Floodline on 0345 988 1188. The service is free. You can
get warnings by phone, email or text message.

Members of the public are encouraged only to register for ‘Flood Warnings’ as ‘Flood Alerts’ cover much wider areas. Remember always use
0800 80 70 60 to report any type of incident, if life threatening always
call 999.
Know your symbols

Payment Options:
a.
Cheque payable to “Weedon PCC”. Send with a completed form. I am
happy to collect if you call 07702 055601.
b.
Bank transfer to Sort Code: 52-30-21, Acc No: 06561624 Acc:
Weedon PCC. Please use family or organisation name for reference.
c.
Good old fashioned cash! Along with this completed form please.
All payments are required prior to November 14th and will be receipted upon
request. Please note any residual moneys from this event will be utilised to
improve the Church fabric.
Tony Wincott: Fabric Officer to Weedon Church.
18
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Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

Minister Revd Jay Phelps
The following are our services and activities for October and November. We would
love to welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these services and
events.
OCTOBER SERVICES
Sunday 2nd
11.00 am
Thursday 6th
7.30 pm
Sunday 9th
11.00 am
Sunday 16th
11.00 am
Sunday 23rd
11.00 am
Sunday 30th
11.00 am

Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Celebration Praise
Service with Communion
Service
Service
Service

NOVEMBER SERVICES
Thursday 3rd
7.30 pm
Sunday 6th
11.00 am
Sunday 13th
9.45 am
Sunday 20th
11.00 am
Sunday 27th
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service with Communion
Remembrance Service at the Parish Church
Service
Service

Weedon Village Show
A very successful and enjoyable show was held on 3rd September. The Village Hall was filled with hundreds of entries,
and the torrential rain did not stop an enthusiastic audience
gathering to view the exhibits and enjoy the tea and cakes.
Our thanks go to our newly elected District Councillor, Mr Adam Brown for
helping us out and distributing the prizes.
The winners of the trophies were as follows:
Children’s Section:
Section A – Hermione Worth

Section B – Melissa Perks

Adult Section Winners:
George E Hooper Cup for Section C - Flowers: Sue Halkett
Rosebowl: Winner of class 19 (a miniature flower arrangement)
Sue Halkett
Alice and Frank Cornwell Cup for Section D - Vegetables and
fruit: Kevin Perry
Dolly Robinson Cup for Section E - Culinary: Pamela Taylor
John Perry Cup for Section F - Handicrafts 1: Maureen Russell
Rogers Cup for Section G - Handicrafts 2: Heather Cope-Barnett

We hold a drop in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment and a chat with old and new friends.

Overall show Winner of the Ivy Burrows Cup: for the most points in the
show was Sue Halkett

Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC
Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meetings are October 6th
and November 3rd with Mr Martin Buckby. If you need an hour out of a hectic week,
why not come along and join us and share the love of Christ and have a good sing.
You would be most welcome. Tea and biscuits served afterwards.

The ‘People’s Choice’ Award was run for the second time this year, and we
are very grateful to the Art Group for organizing this aspect of the show. The
award for the adult artwork went to Ann McCurrach with ‘Kergorlay’ . The
children’s competition was a tie - the winners were Hannah Pearson with her
drawing ’Dragon’ and Barry Duck with his drawing ‘The Eye’.

Call in for a Charity Coffee Morning at Yewtree Cottage, 48 High St, Flore,
Wednesday 5th October , 10 - 12 noon. The Charity this month will be Flore
Scouts and Wednesday 2nd November, The British Legion. We look forward to
seeing you, pop in for a few minutes and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee cakes and
scones.

Our thanks go to the Village Hall Management Committee for putting on
the show, and for the team of organisers including Catherine & Peter
Worth, Tony and Mary Hurley, Libby Hart, Pippa & Stuart Jacks, Andie
Raymond and Sue Halkett.

Harvest Thanksgiving 2nd October at 11am. We would be grateful for
donations of tinned and dry foods for this service so they can then be passed on to
The Hope Centre. The Chapel will be open between 10.30 and 11.30 am on
Saturday 1st October to receive your gifts.

Many thanks also to all who helped to set up the show and who helped
on the day with the stewarding, cake making, tombola, teas raffle and
auction.
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BIRD NOTES
WEEDON
I haven't been round and about much in Weedon lately, so I have very little to report.
At least one Little Egret has spent the summer with us and was seen on at least 20th
July and 18th August. A Raven passed over on 31st July with 2 over on 6th August.
The last 2 Swifts I saw over the Village was on 6th Aug and they have now mostly
departed the Country, but the House Martins will remain with us for some time yet,
possibly until early October. The only other species worth mentioning is the occasional Grey Wagtail along the river valley.
NEARBY
A family of Ravens were still being seen regularly near Staverton during July. A Redstart was at Borough Hill on 13th August with one at Fawsley Park on 14th, 3 on 28th
August and 4 there on 11th September. Two Whinchats were also at Borough Hill on
13th Aug with a Wheatear on 4th September and an Osprey flew over the M1 near
Flore on 8th September
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
Green Sandpipers and Common Sandpipers were regular from 12th July and a female Scaup spent a day there on 22nd July. Single Mediterranean, Caspian and Yellow-legged Gulls were also present during the month. Less usual birds in August included a Great White Egret on 2nd, a Black-tailed Godwit and 2 Arctic Terns on 5th,
a Redstart on 24th, 29th and 30th, a Garganey from 25th well into September and a
Whimbrel over on 26th. Early September highlights included 2 Blac-tailed Godwits on
4th, a Peregrine on 6th, a Curlew Sandpiper in 10th and an Osprey and a group of 7
Turnstones flew over on 12th.
COUNTY RARITIES
Picking out the rarer occurrences during the period (mid-July to mid-September) includes a Bittern, 2 separate Honey-buzzards, Firecrests at 2 sites, Crossbills (mostly
singles) at 6, a Shag, a Black Kite (probable), a Little Tern, a Nightjar, a Wryneck, a
Black Redstart, Pied Flycatchers at 3 sites, a gull showing characteristics of an
Azorean Gull (a race of Yellow-legged Gull) on 3 dates in August and September,
Grey Plovers from 2 sites, a party of no less than 24 Black-tailed Godwits over a local
reservoir and a Spotted Redshank.

Continued
Remembrance Service 9.45 am, 13th November in the Parish
Church and afterwards at the War Memorial at 11am.
If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to
ring our Minister Revd Jay Phelps Tel: 01327 340282, mobile:
07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs Margaret Hooper Tel: 01327 340524.
Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.

WEEDON BEC HISTORY SOCIETY
31 October
Kevin Varty: Dead and Buried
We have two return visits this year from Kevin, a very entertaining speaker! The first
on Halloween night is about the gruesome story of one of man’s oldest fears, premature burial and bodysnatching. This talk follows 2014’s Black Feathers to Black
Underwear.
28 November
Kevin Varty: Pictures in the Parlour
Kevin’s second talk is a history of magic lanterns, invented in the 1650s, some two
hundred years before photography. The talk covers developments in the lanterns
from their heyday in the 1870s and ends with a re-creation of a magic lantern show
giving an insight into family entertainment in the Victorian era. All the lanterns, glass
slides, jokes (and groans) are original items.
The History Society meets at 7.30 pm in the Chapel Schoolroom. Tea and coffee
available. All welcome. Non members £2.

WEEDON ART GROUP
ART TEACHERS WANTED

Chris Coe
01327 340493

St Peter & St Paul Church, Weedon Bec
WEEDON YOUTH GROUP - Affiliated to NAYC
MEETING IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE ON
SUNDAY 2ND 0CT0BER AT 6.00 - 7.30pm
Youth leader Liz Pearson being assisted by James
Yates, (church youth group coordinator for Northamptonshire).
“It will be a great evening. Don't forget your golden ticket -if you have one".
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Weedon Art Group is starting to plan its programme of classes for 2017 and would
like to offer people in the group the opportunity to work with new tutors.
We would like to hear from anyone who is an artist or art tutor and would like to work
with our art group members. Classes are held throughout the year on a Saturday
from 10.00 am - 4.00 pm. We are looking for people who can teach watercolours,
acrylics & oils, landscapes, portraits, still life, abstract, and much more - in fact we
like to cover all aspects of art, we are always open to suggestions.
For further information and discussion please contact Libby Hart on 01327 341816 /
07887 666401 or weedonart@btinternet.com .
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

WALKS
4th Oct
Meet:

Nene Way, Badby (Grade B)
Windmill Pub (street car parking)

18th Oct
Meet:

Weedon Walk (Grade C)
Jubilee Field car park, Weedon

1st Nov
Meet:

Harlestone (Grade B)
Harlestone village church, car park

15th Nov
Meet:

Braunston Walk (Grade B)
Outside the Plough Pub

12th Feb: Heygate Flour Millers
Paul Heygate / Laurie Pearson
9th November: art of Stained Glass Windows
Anthony MacRae
14th December - Christmas Party
11th January, 2017 - Fun & Games
(Short Mat/Table Tennis)

Walks commence at 10.30 am
Leader for all walks: Viv Crouch
Walks to recommence on the 21st February 2017

at the Village Hall,
West Street,
commencing at 7.30 pm.
£2.00 donation per person

Walk Grades
Grade A: Steep hills and/or stiles
Grade C: Gentle hill, no stiles

Grade B: Moderate hills and/or stiles
Grade D: Flat ground, no stiles

For further information please contact

Viv Crouch on 01327 341193
or email: kvc.crouch@btinternet.com

NORDIC WALKS
Monday 10th October
Meet: Church car park

Everyone is welcome to come along, even if you just want to come for a walk.

Harlestone Walk

Monday 24th October
Draycote Walk
Meet: Draycote Visitor’s Centre
Monday 7th November
Meet: Tesco car park

Borough Hill Walk

Monday 21st November
Meet: Brixworth Church

Brampton Way Walk

Walks commence at 2 pm
Leader for all walks Viv Crouch
All walks approximately 5½ to 6½ miles

Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

SPECIAL EVENT
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
7TH DECEMBER
At the BELL PLANTATION, TOWCESTER
MEET AT 11.45am

MERRY CHRISTMAS &
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Nordic Walks resume on 13th March, 2017
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