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Junior Parish Council
The Junior Parish Council is a group of dedicated 9-11 year old children who are
helping our community become a safer and smarter area. We are solving problems
such as graffiti around the community and near the Jubilee mound. We are writing
to discuss this urgent matter! People parking on the pavement is ruining how children get to school, for example, some words from a member of the community: I
walk to school every day and normally I have to walk on the road. I am only 11 and
I don't think it is safe for children, including younger ages that may walk to school.
My grandma has to walk home every day from my house past the school and I get
worried about her having to get past cars on the road because she may not see
them or hear them. This matter is something that needs to be sorted! Please do
something about it!” - Poppy Frost age 11.
The community all feel the same way towards this problem. Graffiti is not a joke,
younger children will use the same play equipment as you. Whatever you write
younger children will see, what would you think at that age? ‘It ruins the play equipment that the younger children will use and the Parish Council pay for.’ The play
equipment is bought by the Parish Council only to be bought again to replace it. Do
you think that is fair? The Parish could use this money to pay for new equipment for
Top Park or Jubilee Field. - Erin O’Toole age 10.
The graffiti makes passers by think that Weedon is not a safe or nice place. Also,
people who do the graffiti probably live in our village too, so there is no point vandalising your own village. Weedon was voted best village of Northamptonshire
2015 and we think that residents of Weedon would like to keep it that way! Litter is
also an issue. I have seen people finish with items of food or drink and throw it on
the pavement or field. I would like to ask you to think before you drop it, that you
are endangering animals and ruining the village.
I’d also like to thank Pete, who picks up litter as a volunteer and anyone else who
picks up litter. - Olivia Whyatt-Sames age 10.

Harmans Way
A request was made to our District Councillor Adam Brown to chase the County
Council regarding the state of the road (pot holes) on Harmans Way. Below is their
response:
‘The depth of the defects mean they do not get categorised as safety defects, although we are aware of the issue and monitor the situation. I did note other areas of
defects as you mentioned and that one small patch that had been repaired in the
area near The Greys. Unfortunately no more work is currently planned similar to the
section near Gloucester Close, however the road will continue to be inspected regularly’.
‘As the defects become more widespread then further small patches will be carried
out as required, and the road will be put forward for more significant work. Our current resources allow us to carry out much less planned work than we would ideally
wish to, and each potential site has to be assessed and ranked. Therefore it is not
possible to give any indication of how soon work like that near Gloucester Close
might be carried out. The potential sites are reassessed when funding becomes
available so that the current condition of the road is updated to take account of traffic impact since the last inspection’.
‘Another factor used in reassessing the ranking of roads is the number of Streetdoctor reports which result in work being programmed. Therefore if the situation does
deteriorate significantly and residents feel it should be inspected again, in the first
instance they should report if via our Streetdoctor website
(www.northamptonshire.gov.uk) or by telephoning 0300 126 1000.This will be directed to the Area Team for inspection’.
‘I am sorry that I cannot offer a more positive reply on this occasion, but please let
me know if you need any further information.’
Everyone, please keep up Street Doctor reporting.

WEEDON BEC HISTORY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2016
26 September
Chris Salaman: Liverymen
This talk by Chris, a Red Badge Guide for the City of London, had to be postponed
from last year. It is about the origin of Liverymen, their purpose and achievements,
the role they play in today’s City and the resulting effect they have had over the last
500 years.
31 October
Kevin Varty: Dead and Buried
Two return visits this year from Kevin, a very entertaining speaker! The first on
Halloween night is about the gruesome story of one of man’s oldest fears, premature burial and bodysnatching. This talk follows 2014’s Black Feathers to Black
Underwear.
The History Society meets at 7.30 pm in the Chapel Schoolroom. Tea and coffee
available. All welcome. Non members £2.
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Age UK activities
Art Club: A friendly, relaxed Club open to beginners and competent artists.
We meet every Thursday morning during term time, 10.00am/12.00noon. £4.20 .
Bridge Club: A friendly, non-competitive club open to beginners and
improvers. We meet every Tuesday morning 10.00 am/12.00 noon. £2.50
IPad/Tablet and Computer classes: Call for more information
Photography Club: This is a fun, relaxed club suitable for beginners and
experienced residents. We meet on the last Wednesday of the month from
10.00am to 12.00 noon. £2.50
All activities are ‘pay as you go’
All classes are held at 31 Billing Road, Northampton.
For full details contact Age UK Northamptonshire on 01604 611200
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WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at
Jubilee Field.
Items from our June minutes:
• Replacement litter bin for Bridge Street (near Depot which has been pulled from
its base breaking the metal ground posts holding it) has been received and will
be replaced shortly.
• Junior Parish Council. Has been set up in conjunction with the Weedon Bec Primary School. Councillors, including a Chairman have been elected. The Parish
Council are happy that this is progressing well and the enthusiasm is there to
take it forward.
• Mound update: See page 16/17.
Planning
Applications considered: DA/2016/0464 Weedon Bec Village Hall. Construction of overflow parking area, resurfacing section of parking and access drive.
Planning Decisions received from the District Council: DA/2016/0176 Yew
Tree Cottage 48, Church Street. Demolition of existing conservatory, construction
of single storey extension.
Consultations considered:
• South Northants Local Plan Part 2a.
• Harpole Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
• NCC’s Superfast Northamptonshire State Aid
• NCC’s Minerals & Waste Local Plan
Items from our July minutes:
The Council agreed to support the District Council’s dog poo spraying initiative
during September. More information is available on www.daventrydc.gov.uk.
Wooden play equipment at Croft Way playing field. Part of this had to be removed
due to damage to the equipment. The rest will remain at present but is likely to be
removed over the next year or so.
The height of the trees around the changing rooms on Jubilee Field will be reduced.
Planning
Applications considered:
DA/2016/0546 59 West Street. Canopy over front door (retrospective).
DA/2016/0529 10 West Street Demolition of single storey extension and outbuilding, construction of single storey extension.
DA/2016/0537 1 Oak Street. Construction of trellis/fence to top of exiting
boundary wall, retrospective.
Planning Decisions received from the District Council
DA/2016/0371 The Sandretto Building, Cavalry Hill Industrial Park. Installation of
temporary portable building for use as an office facility GRANTED
DA/2016/0346 The Sandretto Building, Cavalry Hill Industrial Park. Construction of
external air handling conditioning and ventilation units (retrospective). GRANTED
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A message from the Parish Council Chairman
Dear All
It has been a really challenging and concerning few weeks with the
escalating events at Jubilee Field mound and matters are not yet resolved at the time of writing. Whilst a full update is included in this newsletter (page
1617) and we will continue to keep you updated, I want to thank the people who
have already spent a good amount of their personal time representing village interests. This has included both Parish Councillors and residents, some of whom are
part of the Mound Workgroup who have been working on the overall project for
some time. An extra special mention to our Parish Clerk Sue Halkett for the additional work this has entailed.
The traffic on our Parish Council FaceBook page has risen considerably as you
might expect and has led me to think about the ways in which the PC communicates with residents. A reminder that as well as the FaceBook page, there is also
the Parish Council website that holds a lot of useful information including PC meeting and minutes. Social Media is a great way of getting messages out in good time
but does not get to everyone, please do share information with your neighbours.
We have used the noticeboards and leaflet drops and will continue to use these
when appropriate, although you can appreciate the overhead is somewhat higher
and takes longer. And of course, we have this newsletter! Don’t forget we have a
meeting every month and you can get in touch via the Parish Clerk.
One of the highlights of the past few months has been the setting up of the Junior
Parish Council which includes members of Weedon Bec Primary School. It was a
joy to see the enthusiasm and desire to have a say about our village. The children
are concerned about the level of graffiti and are completing an audit and thinking
about what they can do. They are also considering what they might like to see in
the future development of play areas. Thanks to Cllr Fiona Thomas and Mr
Witheyman at Weedon Bec Primary School for their support on this.
Wishing you all more sunshine in the coming weeks.
Zoe O’Toole
St Peter & St Paul Church, Weedon Bec receives £32,000
St Peter & St Paul Church in Weedon Bec will benefit from £32,000 to address
urgent roof repairs. St Peter & St Paul Church successfully applied for the grant
through the Government-funded Listed Places of Worship: Roof Repair Fund.
This money is part of a wider funding package of £22.9million to 401 historic places
of worship across the UK. The fund was launched by the Chancellor in his Autumn
Statement in December 2014 and the funding package has now seen a total of 903
places of worship across the UK receive a share of £55million.
The Fund is administered by the National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF) on
behalf of the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS).
4

Police & Crime Commissioner
My first month in office
I have now been in the role as your Police and Crime Commissioner
for just over a month, and so far have found it to be an extremely
fast-paced, challenging yet exciting job.
It has been fascinating to learn more about the great work Northamptonshire Police undertake each and every day. No police officer can ever predict what will happen when they go on shift and it has been a privilege to see at first
hand the courage and professionalism of our officers.
I have been very clear that I will protect frontline policing in Northamptonshire. Also
following the success of National Specials Weekend I have reaffirmed my support
to Northamptonshire Police’s Special Constabulary. The strategic use of Special
Constables will be an important priority for my term in Office. I want to see a focus
on maintaining the number of volunteers policing the county at a ratio of approximately one special constable to two full-time police officers.
I am currently developing my Police and Crime Plan, which will set out my aims and
ambitions as Commissioner to make Northamptonshire safer. One of my key priorities is to ensure our children are safe and protected. I would also like to see a
greater use of technology to enable more officers to be out on the front line rather
than stuck in stations filling out paperwork and to combat issues such as the exploitation of children, domestic violence and online crime.
Most importantly, I want the people of Northamptonshire to have trust and confidence in both the Police and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.
Should you wish to contact me regarding any concerns you may have, please email
me at Commissioner@northantspcc.pnn.police.uk, or should you wish to report a
crime please phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.
Interested in WOOD?
Did you know that the West Northants Woodturning Club meets in the Village Hall
every first and third week of the month on a Wednesday night at 7.30. We have
professional, well known woodturners as well as our own craftsmen giving demonstrations. Come and see if you are interested. Membership costs are very
reasonable.
The first attendance is free.
Further information on www.westnorthants.org

HIGHWAYS WARDEN
If you spot any pot holes or any
problems with footpaths, verges or roads, email Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for Weedon Bec.
weedonroads@hotmail.com
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A45 DAVENTRY DEVELOPMENT LINK ROAD
START OF MAIN CONSTRUCTION WORKS – 18TH JULY 2016
Work has now commenced on the main construction phase of the A45 Daventry
Link Road scheme (Weedon, Flore & Upper Heyford Bypass) following the award by
Northamptonshire County Council of the phase 2 (main works) contract to Balfour
Beatty Construction Services UK. The phase 1 (advance enabling works) contract –
which has been ongoing since January – is now largely complete, and has entailed
site clearance of trees and hedges throughout the length of the scheme, erection of
boundary fencing alongside much of the route, and certain key protection and diversion works for utility services.
As the contract proceeds into the phase 2 period, the initial works will variously
involve:
•
•
•
•
•

the upgrading and resourcing of the main site offices & stores compound off
Brington Road, Flore;
creation of a series of site accesses off the public highways;
the establishment of an internal site haul road to facilitate movement of heavy
plant & materials through the site;
stripping of topsoil and the beginning of earthworks excavations; and
more concentrated works to utility diversions

It is intended that local communities will be kept informed of progress, variously
through newsletters and the County Council website. Northamptonshire Highways
staff will be working alongside the main contractor, Balfour Beatty Construction
Services UK, as the construction phase proceeds, and Simon Levell will be
locally-based as the Northamptonshire Highways Site Liaison Manager during the
works, in order that local residents, businesses and the wider community are kept
informed of interface issues associated with the works, and he will also be your first
point of contact to answer questions about any specific issues or concerns – or
simply general information – resulting from the road scheme.
Weedon Bec Pocket Park
Summer is in full swing in the park with many flowers in glorious colour and blackberries beginning to ripen. Look out for bumblebees going into holes in trees or
banks. They have their nest in there. However, they don't store honey like honeybees do, and they do sting in defence of their nest, so its not worth poking about in
the hole to see what you can find! You should also be seeing plenty of butterflies at
this time of the year.
The area that has been rotavated has now been sown with a wild flower mix and
planted with some young seedlings to introduce more species diversity. The unseasonal winds at the end of June and beginning of July brought down a branch from
one of the willow trees. This has now been cleared from the path and needs to be
cut up and removed. We also need to do some repairs to the bird hide.
If you are interested in joining us to help with this work, you will be very welcome.
Please contact either Ray Charlett (01327 340108), Fred Kay (01327 349428) or
Pamela Biss (01327 349309) for more information.
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Neighbourhood Planning
On the face of it it’s been quiet over the recent months but the Steering Group has
kept up the pressure on Daventry District Council (DDC) to progress our plan. At
last some positive news to report.
At the ‘eleventh hour’ Historic England agreed with AECOM, the assessors, revised
wording for our Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA); it has taken them 9
months! The revised SEA is currently being consulted on and can be seen on
DDC’s website.
We have also appointed an Examiner who will scrutinise the Submission Draft
Neighbourhood Plan to ensure it complies with national and European legislation.
This is scheduled for some time in September and as part of the process the
Examiner may decide that an examination in public is required.
We had hoped for an earlier examination but we are told there is a national shortage of Examiners now that many Neighbourhood plans are being completed and
summer holidays have to be allowed for.
If the Examiner’s report comes in within September or early October we intend to
process any amendments needed quickly so that the revised Submission Draft
Neighbourhood Plan goes to the DDC Strategy Group on 24th November and full
District Council on the 8th December. DDC however is suggesting that later dates
of 12th January 2017 for Strategy Group and 23rd February 2017 for Full Council.
Experience tells us that we will be lucky to get DDC to meet the earlier target but,
as ever, the Steering Group will keep pressing them.
The later the plan goes to Strategy Group/DDC, the further into 2017 the
Referendum is likely to be. On present showing, with other plans in the Daventry
District, our Referendum could be as far away as a year from now! This is not the
progress the Steering Group had hoped for but we are in the hands of our local
planning authority.
Those of you who have had experience of DDC will understand what we are up
against!

St Peter & St Paul Church, Weedon Bec

OPEN DAY
Sunday 18th September
We are holding an OPEN DAY at the Church on Sunday 18th September 2016
Come along, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and tell us hat we can do for you.
HELP US move your church into the 21st century.
To help us even further we have a SHORT SURVEY on our website asking what
you would like to see in your church: www.stpeterpaul-weedon.btck.co.uk.
Email: stpeterpaul-weedon@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01327 209435
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Plume of Feathers
James and Sherri
at the Plume of Feathers
would love to welcome you to the pub for
a chat and a pint.

SMALL CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
at CROFT WAY FIELD
For children’s safety, can you please
ensure you close the gates in the small
children’s fenced playing area at
Croft Way playing field.

We have so enjoyed our first month in the
village and it has been a pleasure getting
to know the locals. We have had many a
chat with people about what changes they
would like to see and what we would like
to add to the pub. More to follow on that
next issue.

The gates have been repaired many
times and now have new latches on
to close.
This fencing will be replaced in the next
few years, with more robust gates.

So if you haven't been in yet, drop by and
say “hello."

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING • TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING • PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX

Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Dear Friends,
Well, the UK has experienced an upset of almost seismic
proportions politically! At the time of writing PM Teresa May
has just appointed those who will lead the new Government –
with the sacking of so many previously in leadership - and Labour have still to decide their future. Our prayers are much needed for all those
elected to office. It is always essential to have both a good government and a good
opposition – and our country will desperately need that as decisions are made on
the way forward post our EU Membership. “If my people who are called by my
name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their
land”. (2 Chronicles 7:14) That is a promise God makes to us.
Also at the time of writing, we have just heard of the massacre of so many people in
Nice – with many more seriously wounded and traumatised – by a man using a truck
– all on Bastille Day – France’s day of freedom. And then virtually in the same 24
hours, the on-going coup that is taking place in Turkey.
And on a more personal note, yet more untold misery for the people of Zimbabwe –
my home country. Last week at the time of writing, a brave Pastor called on the nation to hold a peaceful one day strike calling on the Zanu PF leadership to deal with
all the bribery and corruption of those in office. Everything shut down – but there
were the usual scenes of police beating up people who were doing absolutely nothing to deserve that. That same Pastor was then brought to court on the charge of
having a police baton in his possession and that he damaged a windscreen!!!! But,
once in court, they then charged him with mounting a plan to overthrow the government. Amazingly, when the magistrate asked who would be defending him, 50 Human Rights lawyers stood up and said they would be defending him at no cost. It
turned out that over a 100 lawyers had turned up to defend him. Because the final
charge was illegal, the Magistrate bravely set him free. You should understand that
that magistrate’s life will now be expendable for not carrying out the wishes of Zanu
PF. Zimbabwe has run out of bank notes and people have the greatest difficulty
withdrawing any money from their accounts. If you want to have a complete picture
of all that has been going on since 1965, a great friend of our family – David Coltart,
a lawyer who has served for a number of years as an opposition MP – and under
Tsvangirai was appointed Minister of Education, has written a very detailed history of
Zimbabwe covering the last 50 years. It is called “The Struggle Continues”. Published by Jacana Media and available as an e-book “d-PDF 978-1-4314-2319-4”.
700 pages detailing all that has gone on. It is a very comprehensive review. The
story needs to be heard.
We live at a time when clearly prayer is needed for all that is going on – for such untold violence and suffering in so many parts of the world – and the threats facing so
much of Europe, ourselves included.
Yes, says God. “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves,
pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land”.
With every blessing,
John
18
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight
01280 706258
Church Warden: Sandra Rogers
01327 209435
Assistant Church Warden: Betty Harris 01327 349228
August Services
Sunday 7th
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th
Sunday 21st
Thursday 25th
Sunday 28th

9.30 am
10.00 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
11.00 am

September Services
Sunday 4th
9.30 am
Thursday 8th
10.00 am
Sunday 11th
9.30 am
Sunday 18th
10.00am
Thursday 22nd
Sunday 25th

10.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy communion
Lay-led Service
Holy Communion
Weekender - Joint Service at Jubilee Field
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Lay-led Service, followed by Messy Church and
open day
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion followed by
Harvest Lunch

After each Sunday Service there is an opportunity to stay for coffee and biscuits in
the Chapter House; please come along and join us.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily, you are very welcome to come in for quiet
prayer or reflection or just to have a look around. There are guide sheets and leaflets available.
Bell ringing practice. Come and join us every Wednesday at 7.45 pm in the
church and have a go at bell ringing. We welcome newcomers. Please call Brian
Foley on 01327 341215 or just turn up on the night for a chat.
Coffee Mornings (August 13th & September 10th)10 am to 12.00 noon. Pop
along for a coffee and a chat, there are also items for sale. There will be a sponsored bike/walk taking place on the 10th September
Men’s Breakfast. The very popular men’s breakfast is held on the last Saturday in
the month (31st September) in the Chapter House at 8.30 am, there will be no
breakfast in August due to the Weedon Weekender. For only £5 you receive a ‘full
English breakfast’ and a speaker—always full of surprises. Contact Tony Wincott,
01327 341767 for more information.
Craft Evenings. The craft group meets on the last Thursday in the month in the
Chapter House at 7.30 pm, (25th August and 29th September). Bring your favourite
craft to do and chat over a cup of tea or coffee. For further details please contact
Isabella on 01327 342141.
Quiz Evening. The popular quiz evening will be taking place on 30th September from 7.30 pm. If you would like to enter a team or join an existing team contact
Isabella Masters on 342141. Teams are up to 6 people, and cost £6.50 per person.
8

Dust suppression will continue to be deployed. Asbestos reassurance monitoring
will continue, although to date they have had no recorded sample results over the
compliance trigger level. This shows the current mitigation measures are preventing any fibre release into the environment.
Prior to any further remedial works being undertaken there will be full and detailed
risk assessments, relating to site specific risks. Once compiled the finalised methodology will be concluded, agreed and implemented.
• Elements such as fencing zones during working times, increased suppression
and exclusion zones will all be assessed.
• There is minimal risk to the UXOs while they are in the ground and not being
disturbed, hence the decisions to suspend works on site, in relation to excavations.
Latest update as of 22nd July
Communications continue with DDC and the Ministry of Defence (MoD) to
determine if MoD will step forward to assist with the remediation process. At the
time of writing DDC are awaiting a response from the MoD ahead of taking more
decisive action, this is expected within the next few working days. The Parish
Council along with the Contractor, has been clear, in writing, about how
disappointing the responses from MoD have been to date. Our MP Mr Chris
Heaton-Harris has escalated this matter to the Defence Secretary Michael Fallon.
The original works were due to be completed towards end of July but at this point, if
no significant progress has been made by DDC/MoD, the current arrangements in
place on the site will need to be reassessed. We do not have further information at
the time of writing but have started discussion as to what options may be available.
We ask for your patience and cooperation at this time whilst all parties work hard to
find an appropriate solution.
Our commitment to keep you appraised: We will provide further progress
updates when more detail becomes available and will share through all appropriate
channels such as; School newsletter, posters, Post Office, Village website, FaceBook, village newsletter and community groups. We would be grateful if you could
share this message to those who may not be able to access any of these channels.
Weedon Village Show: 3rd September 2016
The preparations for the show are well underway. Donations for
the tombola and the produce stall will still be very welcome.
If you have looked at your schedule you will see that there is a
new technical baking class—a cherry cake made using the recipe provided. There is also the favourite cake class which proved
very popular last year.
We are looking forward to seeing you all at the show. If you need another schedule,
or entry form, there are some spare copies available from the Post Office. Don’t
forget that if you have any queries at all about your entry please feel free to call
Judith Duck on 01327 349613 or Sue Halkett on 01327 341057.
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.Update on Mound removal
The first part of this update was originally made on the 13th July.
Current status of Mound site
The nature of the project has now changed with the discovery of unexploded
ordnance, which increases the overall risk of the site. Unfortunately, a minority of
people, primarily children, have not respected the site boundaries and this gives us
great concern, which we know is shared by many in the village. An out of hours security guard is now in place until further notice. No access to the site is permitted
and given the nature of the waste; it will not be possible to initiate any kind of public
access until we are advised that the site is safe. The current site boundary is being
continuously reviewed and may be extended if deemed necessary by the relevant
specialists. Your co-operation at this time would be appreciated.
Addressing the Ordnance finds
Following the initial discovery of unexploded ordnance, a formal reassessment
deemed that an expert in this field was required and this was arranged by the
contractor. The discovery of a further device on Wednesday (13th July) resulted in a
temporary halt to remedial works pending further review. Unfortunately, it is now
highly unlikely that works will be completed within the four weeks as originally
planned. Please be assured that Weedon Bec Parish Council is working closely with
experts in contaminated land and are actively pursuing remuneration for the costs of
this project from the originator of the waste.
Daventry District Council Involvement
The Local Authority is responsible for liaising with DIO - Defence Infrastructure
Organisation (part of Ministry of Defence) and is currently escalating matters in
respect of the Jubilee Field site
Statement by Contractors Waste Recovery Solutions (WRS) 19th July
We are very disappointed by the complete disregard that is being paid to the current
situation by the Defence Infrastucture Organisation (DIO).
Following the discovery of a third Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) device on the 13th
July, we have had no choice but to halt further remedial works to the mound. Any
further works following the original method proposed, are no longer viable due to the
high UXO risk on the project. Until we identified the UXOs on site all planned works
and methods were achieving the desired results. If it was not for the discoveries of
the UXOs the project would have been well on its way to conclusion by this point.
We have been in close liaison with Daventry District Council’s (DDC) Environmental
Health department, as well as a HM Inspector for Health and Safety from the Health
and Safety Executive. They are fully informed of the current situation on the project
and have confirmed they are happy with the methods and control measures currently
in place.
No further works can be undertaken safely with regards to the remedial project, until
a combined and jointly risk assessed methodology is derived with the assistance of
the DIO’s Explosive Ordnance Disposal team or the specialist UXO Contractor’s
MACC International.
Fencing will continue to be monitored, with security/staff on site at all times. The
fencing is double the required statutory minimum level, as we have double fenced
the field boundary.
Continued on page 17
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Continued
Mothers’ Union usually meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month from 2.30 - 4 pm in the Chapter House. However, due to
the holidays they are serving cream teas on Saturday 20th
August from 2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Chapter House. Contact Gill
Douglas, our new branch leader on 01327 703197, for more
information.
Like-minded Ladies. Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month in the Chapter
House at 7.30 pm, (11th August and 8th September). For further details please contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Messy Church is on Sunday 18th September starting 10.30 am, lunch
is included. The theme is Thanksgiving and healing of a man with leprosy.
NEW Youth group for "tweenies" (starting at secondary school in
September or already at secondary school). First meeting on Sunday 2nd October
from 6.00 pm in the Chapter House of St Peter & St Paul Church. Further details from
Liz 01327 342707
Children’s Holiday Club (open to primary and junior schoolchildren)
Thursday 4th August: 10.00 am - 12.00noon - COOKING (Bake off),
Thursday 18th August: 10.00 am- 12.00 noon - CRAFT/ART
Cream Teas: Saturday 24th September from 3-5 pm in the Chapter House.
Weedon Weekender 27th August. We will have a stand at the fete on Saturday
27th. Come along and see us and find the prize under the egg.
Ride n Stride. The annual Northamptonshire Historical Churches Trust
Sponsored Ride and Stride is on Saturday 10th September, starting at 10 am.
Anyone wishing to take part and to get sponsored for either cycling or walking
around Churches taking part, please contact Isabella Masters on 01327 342141. Half
the money raised goes to the Trust to help Churches with repairs, and the other
half goes to our Church. It is a good way to keep fit, see the countryside,
different Churches, helps to preserve historical buildings and helps to boost
our 'Church Roof and Refurbishment Fund' in Weedon. Our church will be open, with
refreshments for walkers and riders throughout the day.
December: CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL on the weekends of 10th/11th and
17th/18th. If you would like to sponsor a tree or help in any way please contact
Sandra Rogers.
Details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring the Church
Wardens.
The Parochial Church Council is actively fundraising to repair the leaking roof. If you
can help financially through a donation or give some time to help with important
maintenance jobs, please contact Church Wardens on 349228 or 209435. Email:
stpeterpaul-weedon@hotmail.co.uk . Thank you.
The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need a small hall for your group or for
a private party or event, rentals are very competitive and Wifi is also available.
Please contact Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more information and availability.
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WEEDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The Ladies of Weedon Women’s Institute meet on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom,
New Street, Weedon. We are a friendly group who actively
welcome new members. Membership rules apply although guests are very
welcome at £3 per meeting.
For further information please ring Jennifer Morris (President) on 01327
843010 or Gill Bryan (Secretary) on 01327 340191.
We have a varied and interesting programme for 2016,
which includes:
August 18th 2016 – David Sharpe Returns….. Following David’s immensely popular falconry presentation last year, he is returning with
some exotic animals!
For New Residents:
Daventry District Council’s aim to provide new residents in the District with an initial
information point signposting to basic information.
Below is a link to a new ‘Resident Welcome Pack’ on the DDC website:
www.daventrydc.gov.uk/welcomepack.

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL
You can now keep up to date with the latest news
and information from
Weedon Bec Parish Council via Facebook.
www.facebook.com/weedonbecpc

101 The number
for all non-emergencies and enquiries

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry
Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am
Saturday 5.00 pm
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm
Parish Priest: Mgr Sean Healy Tel: 01327 300248
10

BIRD NOTES
WEEDON: I have been reading with interest a flurry of 'tweets' protesting
about the Silverstone Circuit officials scalping all the border hedges around the perimeter of the site at the height of the breeding season. I understand there are bylaws
designed to stop hedge trimming at this time of year, but the practice appears to be
flagrantly ignored. Going back to Weedon, on a much lesser scale, I have noticed a
cotoneaster bush drastically trimmed back and completely exposing a Blackbird nest
containing a clutch of eggs which as a result had been deserted by the parents. Surely this could have been delayed by a week or two until the young had hatched and
fledged.
On a more cheerful note, it seems that the local mud-patches are lacking in their adhesive qualities. A particular House Martin nest in the village, as in previous years,
collapsed just at the time when, in this case, 4 healthy youngsters were about to
fledge and as a result, deposited 3 of the 4 floundering on the ground and the other
clinging desperately to the remains of the nest. In this case a wooden platform was
hastily attached to the wall of the building below the nest and the 3 birds were placed
on it. They stayed there overnight and were still present next day with the parents
continuing to feed them and also the other bird still on what was left of the old nest.
Obviously the activity could not be witnessed permanently throughout the following
days, but it was thought that the young flew successfully with at least 2 returning to
roost on the remains of the old nest despite the parents attempting to rebuild it. It was
thought however that at least one may have been predated by the local Jackdaws.
Not much else to report, the Swifts were back in small numbers from early May onwards, only one Little Egret was reported during the period, a Peregrine passed
through in early June and a local Blackbird seems to have adopted the Song Thrush
method of breaking up snails on hard surfaces and eating them. A nice surprise was
the news that a pair of Spotted Flycatchers have raised 2 young in Upper Weedon
and are currently incubating a second clutch of eggs. Incidentally this is the same
location that I last saw Flycatchers in Weedon, a pair carrying food for young in late
June 2006.
NEARBY: Fawsley Park was rewarding in the month of May with reports of
Mandarin, Common Sandpiper, Little Owl, Spotted Flycatcher, Kingfisher and a Redstart was holding territory for most of the month. There were also Hobbies at Pattishall and Staverton, a Redstart at Long Buckby on 2nd, a Whinchat at Eastcote on
4th and the nearest (to Weedon) Cuckoo was at Everdon Stubbs on 27th. In June, an
Osprey flew over Borough Hill on 11th, a Quail was singing near Everdon on 21st and
22nd and there were 6 Ravens (possibly a well-grown family party) at Staverton on
2nd July.
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK: There were Arctic Terns between 3rd and 13th
May with a maximum of 7 on 11th, Black Terns between 5th and 14th May with a
maximum of 4 on 12th and at least 50 Common Terns on 21st. Single Redshank and
Common Sandpiper present on 10th May.
COUNTY RARITIES: An Avocet at Earls Barton gravel pits on 1st May, a Crane
at Stanwick gravel pits on 2nd May, 4 Spoonbills at Earls Barton gravel pits on 7th
May, 3 singing Firecrests holding territory in a wood in the west of the County on 28th
and 29th May, a Red-necked Phalarope at Stanwick gravel pits on 4th Jun, a White
Stork over Corby on 6th June and a Honey-buzzard also over Corby on 25th June.
Chris Coe
01327 340493
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VACANCY
Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

Minister Revd Jay Phelps
The following are our services and activities for August and September. We would
love to welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these services and
events.
AUGUST
Thursday 4th
Sunday 7th
Sunday 14th
Sunday 21st
Sunday 28th

7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Weekender Service on Jubilee Field

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 1st
Sunday 4th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 25th

7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Service

OCTOBER
Sunday 2nd

11.00 am

Harvest Thanksgiving Service

We hold a drop in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment and a chat with old and new friends.
Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC
Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meetings are August 4th
and September 1st. If you need an hour out of a hectic week, why not come along
and join us and share the love of Christ. You would be most welcome.
CALL IN FOR A CHARITY COFFEE MORNING at Yewtree Cottage, 48 High St,
Flore, Wednesday 7th September, 10 - 12 noon. The Charity this month will be
The Children’s Hospice Acorn. We look forward to seeing you, pop in for a few
minutes and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee cakes and scones.
Advance notice Harvest Thanksgiving 2nd October at 11 am. We would be
grateful for donations of tinned and dry foods for this service so they can then be
passed on to The Hope Centre.
August Bank Holiday Weekender Joint Service at the Jubilee Field on Sunday
28th at 11 am. Everyone very welcome, come and start the Sunday festivities with
us.
If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our
Minister Revd Jay Phelps Tel: 01327 340282, mobile: 07436 811514 or our
Secretary Mrs Margaret Hooper Tel: 01327 340524.
Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.
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Following the
recent elections
of the Parish Council
there is still one vacancy
outstanding.
If you wish to be considered
for co-option as a
Parish Councillor in Weedon Bec
please contact
Sue Halkett
on
01327 341057
or email
weedonbecpc@btinternet.com
by 1st August.
There is more information on
what the role entails on our
website: weedonbecvillage.co.uk
(look on the Council page)
Campaign 2016
Our speed camera
campaign for 2016 will be held during
three weeks in August and September.
Speeding in Weedon is one of the most
frequent complaints made in general
conversation and directly to the Parish
Council. Now is your chance to do
something practical to help raise
awareness and hopefully reduce the
problem. We always welcome new
volunteers to our small team. All
volunteers need to attend one training
session with the Safer Roads Team.
Please contact: Ginette Pilkington at
gpilks@gmail.com for further information
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