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1 Background 
1.1.1 AECOM has been commissioned through Locality on behalf of Weedon Bec Parish Council 

to undertake a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) in support of the emerging 

Weedon Bec Neighbourhood Development Plan (WBNP or ‘the Plan’). 

1.1.2 The Weedon Bec NP is currently being prepared by the Weedon Bec Parish Council under 

the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. The plan will be in conformity with the 

saved policies from the Daventry District Local Plan 1997 and the West Northamptonshire 

Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS), adopted in December 2014. Daventry District Council is 

currently preparing the Daventry Settlements & Countryside Local Plan which will 

eventually supplement the policies and proposals in the WNJCS and replace those saved 

policies from the 1997 local plan. 

1.1.3 SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the likely effects of a draft plan, 

and reasonable alternatives, with a view to avoiding and mitigating adverse environmental 

effects and maximising the positives. SEA is a legal requirement for the Weedon Bec NP.1 

1.2 SEA explained 

1.2.1 It is a requirement that SEA is undertaken in-line with the procedures prescribed by the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the ‘SEA 

Regulations’), which transpose the European SEA Directive2  into national law.  

1.2.2 In accordance with the SEA Regulations, a report (the ‘Environmental Report’) must be 

published for consultation alongside the draft plan (Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations) that essentially presents information on the likely significant effects 

of implementing the plan, and reasonable alternatives.3 The report must then be taken 

into account, alongside consultation responses, when finalising the plan prior to 

submission to Daventry District Council (Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning 

Regulations). 

1.2.3 In the case of Weedon Bec, a previous Regulation 14 consultation was undertaken; 

however this was not accompanied by the required Environmental Report. The Parish 

Council has subsequently made amendments to the Plan and is publishing a revised Plan 

for consultation. 

1.3 This Environmental Report 

                                                           
1 SEA is not an automatic requirement for neighbourhood plans. Rather, SEA is a requirement where an initial ‘screening’ assessment identifies the 
potential for the neighbourhood plan to result in significant environmental effects. On 23 June 2015, Daventry District Council confirmed that SEA 
would be required for the Weedon Bec NP. They also identified that Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) would not be required. 
2 Directive 2001/42/EC 
3 Schedule 2 of the Regulations lists the information that must be presented in the Environmental Report. 
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1.3.1 This document is the Environmental Report for the Weedon Bec NP and hence must 

provide certain information specified in the SEA Regulations. Essentially, there is a need to 

answer four questions: 

1. What’s the scope of the SEA? 

– i.e. what are the issues/objectives that should and should not be a focus of for 
the assessment? 

2. What has plan-making / SEA involved up to this point? 

– Preparation of the draft plan must have been informed by at least one earlier 
round of plan-making / SEA; ‘reasonable alternatives’ must have been 
assessed. 

3. What are the SEA findings at this stage? 

– i.e. in relation to the draft plan as it currently stands. 

4. What happens next (including potential measures for monitoring the plan’s 
significant effects)? 

1.3.2 Each of the questions is answered in turn below.  

1.3.3 Table 1.1 explains more about the regulatory basis for answering these questions within 

the Environmental Report.   
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Table 3.1: Questions answered by the Environmental Report, in accordance with regulatory4 

requirements 

Environmental Report question In line with Regulations, the report must include… 

What is the 

scope of the 

SEA? 

What is the plan 

seeking to achieve? 

 An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan 
and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes 

What is the 

sustainability 

‘context’? 

 Relevant environmental protection objectives, 
established at international or national level 

 Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance 

What is the 

sustainability 

‘baseline’? 

 Relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan 

 The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected 

 Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance 

What are the key 

issues and 

objectives that 

should be a focus? 

 Key environmental problems / issues and objectives 
that should be a focus of (i.e. provide a ‘framework’ 
for) assessment 

What has plan-making / SEA 

involved up to this point? 

 Outline reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt 
with (and thus an explanation of the ‘reasonableness’ 
of the plan approach) 

 The likely significant effects associated with 
alternatives 

 Outline reasons for selecting the preferred approach 
in-light of alternatives assessment / a description of 
how environmental objectives and considerations are 
reflected in the draft plan 

                                                           
4
 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
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Environmental Report question In line with Regulations, the report must include… 

What are the SEA findings at this 

current stage? 

 The likely significant effects associated with the draft 
plan  

 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset 
any significant adverse effects of implementing the 
draft plan 

What happens next?  A description of the measures envisaged for 
monitoring the plan’s implementation 

 

1.3.4 N.B. The right-hand column of Table 1.1 does not quote directly from Schedule II of the 

SEA Regulations. Rather, it reflects a degree of interpretation. Interpretation is explained in 

Appendix A of this report. 
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2 What is the scope of the SEA? 
2.1.1 Chapter 2 provides an overview of the scope of the SEA. In particular, and as required by 

the SEA Regulations, the following chapters answer the series of questions below. 

 What is the plan seeking to achieve? 

 What is the context? 

 What is the baseline? 

 What are the key issues and objectives that should be a focus of SEA? 

2.1.2 Section 2.3 answers the first question by listing the objectives of the Weedon Bec NP. The 

other three questions are answered in Sections 2.5 – 2.7 with each question answered for 

the following nine sustainability topics: 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate change mitigation (non-transport related) 

 Historic environment and landscape Economy 

 Land, soil and water resources Housing 

 Population and community Transport 

 Health and well-being 

 Transport 

 Economy and enterprise 

2.1.3 Rather than focusing strictly on the environment, the topics cover all three dimensions of 

sustainable development, i.e. the environmental, social and economic pillars. This is 

appropriate given that sustainable development is a stated objective for neighbourhood 

plans.5 Extending the scope of an SEA in this way does not mean that environmental issues 

are less important. 

2.2 Consultation on the SEA scope 

2.2.1 The Regulations require that “When deciding on the scope and level of detail of the 

information that must be included in the Environmental Report, the responsible authority 

shall consult the consultation bodies”. In England, the consultation bodies are Natural 

England, the Environment Agency and Historic England6.7 

2.2.2 These authorities were consulted on the SEA scope between 27 July and 31 August 2015. 

Specifically, the authorities were presented with an SEA Scoping Report, which presented 

scoping information relevant to the emerging WBNP. 

                                                           
5
 At Examination the plan will need to demonstrate that it meets the ‘basic condition’ of contributing to sustainable development, the 

Environmental Report will help demonstrate that this condition has been met 
6
 Prior to 1 April 2015 Historic England’s role as a statutory consultee was undertaken by English Heritage. 

7
 In accordance with Article 6(3).of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected because ‘by reason of their specific 

environmental responsibilities, [they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and programmes.’ 
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2.2.3 Comments were received from all three statutory consultees. Natural England was 

generally speaking happy with the scope as set out in the Scoping Report. They suggested 

that  

“…it may be overly simplistic to assess the impact of the plan on these features [SSSIs, LWS 

and Local BAP habitats]  just by distance. For example some development could occur 

within 400 metres of a SSSI or LWS without giving rise to harm as impacts will depend on 

the nature and scale of the development. We would also suggest that the criteria relating 

to the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits is removed as it has previously been concluded that 

the Neighbourhood Plan would not result in a likely significant effect to this or any other 

European Site (largely due to its distance of approx. 13km from the plan area).” 

2.2.4 The Scoping Report should have made clear that the red / amber / green scoring is not 

indicative of ‘significant effect’ but rather a ‘flag’ that indicates that there is a potential 

constraint or that a significant effect might be likely. The assessment in this Environmental 

Report provides additional qualitative description of the effects which assesses the effects 

on setting and context of heritage assets. 

2.2.5 The Environment Agency was generally supportive and made a minor suggestion to 

consider the improvement of access to the river corridor in the assessment. 

2.2.6 Historic England was generally supportive but raised concerns with regard to the proximity 

criteria identified in the SEA Framework. Specifically they were concerned that the criteria 

“…use[d] proximity as a measure of impact.” This is not the case; the red / amber / green 

scoring is not indicative of ‘significant effect’ but rather a ‘flag’ that indicates that there is a 

potential constraint or that a significant effect might be likely. The assessment covers the 

potential effects in a more qualitative way (informed by Historic England’s proposed 

criteria) dependant on policies in the plan and a view of the setting of the historic assets in 

Weedon Bec with a particular emphasis on the Weedon Depot and Blast Houses. 

2.2.7 Note that air quality was ‘scoped out’ of the assessment. 
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2.3 What is the plan seeking to achieve?  

The Environmental Report must include… 

 An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan and relationship with other 
relevant plans and programmes. 

 

2.3.1 The purpose of the Weedon Bec NP is to provide a strategic and long-term plan for the 

area that reflects the values of those living and working in the area. While the objectives of 

the NP recognise the need for housing, they also reflect the rural character of the village. 

The NP also seeks to resolve other issues, including around parking and traffic congestion 

in the village centre and at pinch points. 

2.3.2 The NP has eight key objectives: 

1. Community Services: 

- To support enhancement of essential community facilities to meet future 
residents’ needs; and 

- To ensure that all community facilities are well located and easily accessed by 
residents. 

2. Employment Opportunities:  

- To encourage a variety of types of employment opportunities and new jobs; 

- To support existing shops and businesses to meet the future needs of the 
village; and 

- To support improvement and enhancement of the existing employment areas. 

3. Recreation and Leisure: 

- To increase the provision/variety of recreation/leisure activities to meet 
residents’ needs; and 

- To secure the provision of recreation and leisure facilities close to where 
residents live. 

4. The Environment: 

- To prioritise the reuse of brownfield and under used land; 

- To designate and manage local green space encouraging community 
participation; 

- To identify and enhance areas of wildlife interest and important nature 
corridors; 

- To define and maintain important views across the village and the wider 
countryside; 

- To improve access to the countryside, green spaces and the canal corridor for 
all users; 
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- To secure enhancements to the High Street in association with the Daventry 
Link Road; 

- To protect and enhance built heritage assets; and 

- To actively seek to reduce flood risk and provide betterment. 

5. Design: 

- To promote innovative design and sustainable, energy efficient new 
development; 

- To ensure development does not increase flood risk to existing or new 
residents and businesses; 

- To secure a co-ordinated surface water drainage strategy for the Parish; and 

- To require developments of high quality design fully integrated with their 
surroundings. 

6. Housing: 

- To minimise the impacts of new housing developments on the village; 

- To require new market and social housing to be indistinguishable from each 
other; 

- To secure a variety of sizes/types of housing that meet the needs of the local 
community; 

- To promote innovative housing design and forms of ownership including 
selfbuild; and 

- To ensure adequate car parking, garage and garden space is provided in new 
housing. 

7. Transport and Getting About: 

- To support delivery of the Daventry Link Road whilst maximising benefits for 
residents and business; 

- To raise the standard of the existing network of footpaths in the village for all 
users; 

- To create safe, convenient walking routes to village centre, amenities and 
community facilities; 

- To promote safe walking and cycle routes in the village and to nearby villages 
and towns; 

- To support existing bus services and locate new development on bus routes 
close to stops; and 

- To minimise the impact of vehicles on the historic centre and narrow 
roadways. 

8. To Put Weedon Bec on the Map: 

- To promote an appreciation and understanding of the village’s unique history 
and heritage; 

- To secure public access to the Depot site and recognition of its national 
importance; 
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- To enhance the towpath and the setting/access/signage of the Canal to/from 
the village; and 

- To ensure there is good signage, adequate public parking and accessible visitor 
facilities. 

2.3.3 The NP’s vision for the area is: 

“To promote the improvement and development of Weedon Bec whilst respecting its rural 

character, environment and unique heritage. To ensure Weedon Bec becomes sustainable 

in keeping with future needs. To be inclusive of all groups and ages to maintain a balanced 

and active community. To increase community participation to achieve innovative 

development and new patterns of living. “ 

2.4 What the plan is not seeking to achieve? 

2.4.1 It is important to emphasise that the plan looks to set policy that will be implemented 

through the planning system (i.e. when determining planning applications), and will be 

strategic in nature (i.e. recognising that some issues can be addressed through the planning 

application process without dedicated policy). The strategic nature of the plan is reflected 

in the scope of the SEA. 

2.5 What is the context?  

The Environmental Report must include… 

 The relevant sustainability objectives, established at international / national level; and 

 Any existing sustainability problems / issues which are relevant to the plan including, in 
particular, those relating to any areas / populations etc. of particular importance. 

Introduction 

2.5.1 An important step when seeking to establish the appropriate scope of an SEA involves 

reviewing context messages in relation to: broad problems / issues; and objectives, i.e. 

‘things that are aimed at or sought’. Messages from the review are presented below under 

the topic headings introduced above. Specific consideration is given to international and 

national context messages, in-line with requirements.8 National context messages are 

established first and foremost by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).9 

Biodiversity 

2.5.2 The NPPF and other policy documents emphasise the need to protect important sites, plan 

for green infrastructure and plan for ecological networks at ‘landscape scales’ taking 

account the anticipated effects of climate change. National policy reflects the commitment 

to ‘halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 

2020’. 

                                                           
8
 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

9
 Department for Communities & Local Government (DCLG) (2012) National Planning Policy Framework [online] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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Climate change (including flood risk) 

2.5.3 In its 2007 strategy on climate change, the European Commission recommends a package 

of measures to limit global warming to 2°C. On energy, the Commission recommends that 

the share of renewable energy grows to 20% by 2020 against the 1990 baseline. In the UK 

the Climate Change Act 2008 has set legally binding targets on reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions in the UK by at least 80% by 2050 and 34% by 2020. The NPPF emphasises the 

key role for planning in securing radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, including 

in terms of meeting the targets set out in the Climate Change Act 2008. Plan-making should 

support efforts to: 

 Reduce transport emissions by concentrating new developments in existing cities 
and large towns and/or ensuring they are well served by public transport. 

 Deliver infrastructure such as low-carbon district heating networks. 

 Increase energy efficiency in the built environment. 

2.5.4 The NPPF also requires local plans to take account of the effects of climate change in the 

long term, taking into account factors such as ‘flood risk, coastal change, water supply and 

changes to biodiversity and landscape’. Planning authorities are encouraged to ‘adopt 

proactive strategies’ to adaptation.  

2.5.5 In terms of flooding, the NPPF calls for development to be directed away from areas at 

highest risk, with development ‘not to be allocated if there are reasonably available sites 

appropriate for the proposed development in areas with a lower probability of flooding’. 

Where development is necessary, it should be made safe without increasing levels of flood 

risk elsewhere. The NPPF also states that local planning authorities should avoid 

‘inappropriate development in vulnerable areas or adding to the impacts of physical 

changes to the coast’ in order to reduce the risk from coastal change.  

2.5.6 The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 highlights that alternatives to traditional 

engineering approaches to flood risk management include: incorporating greater resilience 

measures into the design of new buildings, and retro-fitting at risk properties (including 

historic buildings); sustainable drainage systems (SuDS); utilising the environment, such as 

management of the land to reduce runoff and harnessing the ability of wetlands to store 

water; identifying areas suitable for inundation and water storage to reduce the risk of 

flooding elsewhere; and planning to roll back development in coastal areas to avoid 

damage from flooding or coastal erosion. 

Land, soil and water resources 

2.5.7 There is a need to encourage the effective use of land through the reuse of land which has 

been previously developed, provided that this is not of high environmental value. The NPPF 

requires an approach to housing density that reflects local circumstances.  

2.5.8 The NPPF calls upon the planning system to protect and enhance soils. It expects planning 

authorities ‘to take into account the economic and other benefits of the best and most 
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versatile agricultural land. Where development on agricultural land is necessary, planning 

authorities should seek to use areas of poorer quality land in preference to that of a higher 

quality.’  

2.5.9 Also, new or existing development should also be prevented from being ‘adversely 

affected’ by the presence of ‘unacceptable levels’ of soil pollution or land instability and be 

willing to remediate and mitigate ‘despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and 

unstable land’.  

2.5.10 In relation to water resources, the NPPF states that local planning authorities should 

produce strategic policies to deliver the provision of a variety of infrastructure, including 

that necessary for water supply. 

Historic environment and landscape 

2.5.11 There is a need to set out a ‘positive strategy’ for the ‘conservation and enjoyment of the 

historic environment’, including those heritage assets that are most at risk. Heritage assets 

should be recognised as an ‘irreplaceable resource’ that should be conserved in a ‘manner 

appropriate to their significance’, taking account of ‘the wider social, cultural, economic 

and environmental benefits’ of conservation, whilst also recognising the positive 

contribution new development can make to local character and distinctiveness. Other key 

messages from the NPPF include that planning should “contain a clear strategy for 

enhancing the natural, built and historic environment” (paragraph 157) and 

“neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies that set out the 

quality of development that will be expected for the area…based on stated objectives for 

the future of the area and an understanding and evaluation of its defining characteristics” 

(paragraph 58). 

2.5.12 The European Landscape Convention (ELC) came into force in the UK in March 2007. The 

ELC defines landscape as: “An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of 

the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors.” It recognises that the quality 

of all landscapes matters, not just those designated as ‘best’ or ‘most valued’. The NPPF 

refers to the need to protect and enhance valued landscapes and identifies that major 

development should be avoided in designated areas, unless in the public interest.  

2.5.13 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires the local planning 

authority, and in this case the Qualifying Body, to pay special attention to the desirability of 

preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of the area. 

Population and community 

2.5.14 A core planning principle is to ‘take account of and support local strategies to improve 

health, social and cultural wellbeing for all’. The NPPF also emphasises the need to: 

facilitate social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive communities; promote retention 

and development of community services / facilities; ensure access to high quality open 

spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation; and promote vibrant town centres. 
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2.5.15 Local planning authorities should significantly boost the supply of housing and seek to 

ensure that ‘full, objectively assessed needs for market and affordable housing’ are met. 

With a view to creating ‘sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities’ authorities should 

ensure provision of affordable housing onsite or externally where robustly justified. Plans 

for housing mix should be based upon ‘current and future demographic trends, market 

trends and the needs of different groups in the community’. Larger developments are 

suggested as sometimes being the best means of achieving a supply of new homes. 

Meeting housing needs in rural areas and ‘rural exception sites’ can be necessary. 

2.5.16 Planning policy for traveller sites (2012)10 sets out the government’s planning policy for 

traveller sites and should be used in conjunction with the NPPF. It aims to ensure travellers 

are treated in a fair and equal manner that facilitates their traditional and nomadic way of 

life, whilst also respecting the interest of the settled community. Local authorities are 

called upon to make their own assessment of need for traveller sites - using a robust 

evidence base and effective engagement with stakeholder groups and other local 

authorities - and to allocate sites accordingly. The government’s aims include: 

 Ensuring that local plans include, fair, realistic and inclusive policies; 

 Enabling the provision of suitable accommodation from which travellers can 
access education, health, welfare and employment infrastructure; and 

 Having due regard for the protection of local amenity and environment. 

Health and well-being 

2.5.17 Planning for good health is high on the agenda, in light of the ‘Marmot Review’ of health 

inequalities in England, which concluded that there is ‘overwhelming evidence that health 

and environmental inequalities are inexorably linked and that poor environments 

contribute significantly to poor health and health inequalities’. Planning for good health 

can complement planning for biodiversity (green infrastructure) and climate change 

mitigation (walking/cycling). 

2.5.18 The NPPF highlights the importance of crime and safety in relation to good design and in 

the promotion of healthy communities. The emphasis is that good design should create 

safe accessible environments where ‘crime and disorder, and the fear of crime’ are 

decreased and do not impact upon the quality of life or sense of community within a place. 

Transport infrastructure should provide safe options for all road users and enable minimal 

conflict between road users especially traffic and cyclists or pedestrians.  

Transport 

2.5.19 The NPPF notes that transport and travel policies will have an important role in 

‘contributing to wider sustainability and health objectives’. It calls for the transport system 

to be balanced ‘in favour of sustainable transport’, with developments to be located and 

designed to facilitate these modes of travel. In order to minimise journey lengths for 

                                                           
10

 Department for Communities and Local Government (2012) Planning policy for traveller sites [online] available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6078/2113371.pdf (Accessed 23 March 2015). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6078/2113371.pdf
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employment, shopping, leisure and other activities, the NPPF calls for planning policies that 

aim for ‘a balance of land uses’. Wherever practical, key facilities should be located within 

walking distance of most properties. 

Economy and enterprise 

2.5.20 The planning system can make a contribution to building a strong, responsive economy by 

‘ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right 

time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development 

requirements, including the provision of infrastructure’. The NPPF also emphasises the 

need to: 

 Capitalise on ‘inherent strengths’, and meet the ‘twin challenges of global 
competition and of a low carbon future’.  

 Support new and emerging business sectors, including positively planning for 
‘clusters or networks of knowledge driven, creative or high technology industries’. 

 Support competitive town centre environments, and only consider edge of town 
developments where they have good access and there will not be detrimental 
impact to town centre viability in the long term. 

2.5.21 Furthermore, the NPPF states that local plans should support the sustainable growth and 

expansion of all types of business and enterprise in rural areas and promote the 

development and diversification of agricultural and other land-based rural businesses. 

2.5.22 The NPPF also highlights the importance of considering market and economic signals and 

understanding business needs, including in terms of skills. Employment opportunities in 

rural areas should be supported, including through support for tourism where appropriate. 

2.6 What is the environmental baseline? 

The Environmental Report must include… 

 The relevant aspects of the current state of the sustainability baseline and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan; 

 The characteristics of areas / populations etc. likely to be significantly affected; and 

 Any existing sustainability problems / issues which are relevant to the plan including, in 
particular, those relating to any areas / populations etc. of particular importance. 

Introduction 

2.6.1 The baseline review identifies locally specific trends and issues with environmental assets. 

Once the baseline has been established, it becomes possible to assess the likelihood of a 

proposal resulting in significant effects. 

Biodiversity 

2.6.2 No sites internationally designated for their nature conservation interest are present in the 

parish. The closest European designated site is the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Ramsar 
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site and Special Protection Area (SPA), which is approximately 13 km to the east of the 

parish; this has been identified as not an issue by the Environment Agency. 

2.6.3 In terms of nationally designated nature conservation sites, there are no Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) present in the parish. The closest designated site is the Everdon 

Stubbs SSSI, which borders the parish to the south-west (see Figure 2.1). 

2.6.4 There is a need to consider the SSSI Impact Risk Zone from a SSSI (Everdon Stubbs, 

Ramsden Corner and Bugbrooke Meadows) outside the parish. Other features of 

biodiversity value will include individual trees, hedgerows and meadows. 

Figure 2.1: SSSIs around Weedon Bec 

 

2.6.5 The plan has a role to play in conserving areas of biodiversity value, and might also look to 

deliver targeted enhancements to biodiversity through measures (e.g. ‘Green 

Infrastructure’) to enhance ecological connectivity. 

2.6.6 The parish of Weedon Bec contains several Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) at Weedon Marsh, 

Weedon Depot Canal and Grand Union Canal. Whilst an area of Ancient Woodland exists at 

Stowe Wood, which is sited on the edge of the parish boundary to the south, the majority 

falls outside the parish. 
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2.6.7 Weedon Bec is located within the Upper Nene Catchment and Watford Gap Character 

Area, which the Northamptonshire Environmental Character Assessment11 outlines as 

follows with regards to biodiversity: 

“Much of the landscape has seen drainage and agricultural improvement, contributing to 

the wide distribution of arable cultivation up to the river’s edge and a decline in the 

hedgerow network. This has resulted in an intensively farmed visual character, and the 

retention of only small pockets of semi natural habitat. Coupled with the absence of a 

functioning hedgerow network, and general absence of woodland, the area has limited 

biodiversity interest. Significant opportunities exist for the reinstatement of floodplain 

grassland habitat, by adopting less intensive agricultural practices, and reversion of arable 

land to unimproved pasture. The management of water through the landscape is important 

and land managers should be encouraged to allow seasonal flooding across wide areas.” 

2.6.8 In relation to geodiversity, the underlying rocks of the parish is formed of part of the Lias 

Group, which is divided into three units, including greyish-blue clays with limestone and 

sandstone beds which come to the surface over a large area in the south-west and centre 

of Northamptonshire, around Banbury, Daventry and Market Harborough, although 

exposures are few.12 

2.6.9 Sites of biodiversity importance have the potential to come under increasing pressures 

from an increase in the parish’s population and associated development. The current 

landscape is predominately agricultural in nature, which typically have lower biodiversity 

value than natural landscapes. However, the potential exists to increase biodiversity within 

the parish through land use changes and allowing some area to revert back to a semi-

natural state. The use of natural floodplains, as well as improving biodiversity, could be 

used as a “soft” flood management approach.  

2.6.10 Biodiversity in the parish has the potential to continue to be affected by the economic 

necessity for intensive farming in the area (as facilitated by the presence of high quality of 

agricultural land in the parish). There are, however, the potential for gains for biodiversity 

in the farmed landscape to arise as a result of slight alterations to current land 

management practice. 

Climate change 

2.6.11 The outcome of research on the probable effects of climate change in the UK was released 

in 2009 by the UK Climate Projections (UKCP09) team13. UKCP09 gives climate information 

for the UK up to the end of this century and projections of future changes to the climate 

are provided, based on simulations from climate models. Projections are broken down to a 

                                                           
11

 LDA (2007) Environmental Character Assessment and Key Issues [online] available at: 
http://www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/data/1.0%20ECA.pdf?bcsi_scan_E956BCBE8ADBC89F=0&bcsi_scan_filename=1.0%20ECA.pdf 
(accessed on 29 May 2015). 
12

 Natural England , Northamptonshire’s Geodiversity [online] available at: 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/geodiversity/englands/counties/

area_ID25.aspx (accessed 29 May 2015). 
13

 The data was released on 18th June 2009: See: http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/  

http://www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/data/1.0%20ECA.pdf?bcsi_scan_E956BCBE8ADBC89F=0&bcsi_scan_filename=1.0%20ECA.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/geodiversity/englands/counties/area_ID25.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/geodiversity/englands/counties/area_ID25.aspx
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regional level across the UK and are shown in probabilistic form, which illustrate the 

potential range of changes and the level of confidence in each prediction. 

2.6.12 As highlighted by the research, the effects of climate change for the East Midlands by 2050 

for a medium emissions scenario14 are likely to be as follows:  

 the central estimate of increase in winter mean temperature is 2.2°C and an 
increase in summer mean temperature of 2.5°C; and  

 the central estimate of change in winter mean precipitation is 14% and summer 
mean precipitation is -16%.  

2.6.13 Weedon Bec has a history of problems associated with surface water flooding, run off from 

local fields, over flows from drains and flooding from local watercourses during periods of 

high rainfall. However, it should be noted that a flood storage reservoir exists to protect 

Weedon Bec against most fluvial flooding. 

2.6.14 Due to flood risk from the River Nene, a Catchment Flood Management Plan was published 

in 200915 , which states that local authorities should ensure that only appropriate 

development is allowed on the floodplain and development that affects the ability of the 

floodplain to retain water should be prevented. 

2.6.15 Potential development areas have the potential to have a further effect on neighbouring 

watercourses in the parish as the additional properties will cause an increase in foul water, 

after treatment, being discharged from the water treatment plants into the rivers, which 

will have a further effect on neighbouring watercourses. 

2.6.16 In relation to greenhouse gas emissions, source data from the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change16 suggests that Daventry District has had consistently higher per capita 

emissions than for Northamptonshire and England since 2005. The district has also seen 

smaller reductions in emissions per capita between 2005 and 2012 (13.1%) compared to 

Northamptonshire (17.5%) and England (17.6% reduction).  

2.6.17 Climate change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events in 

the parish, with increases in mean summer and winter temperatures, increases in mean 

precipitation in winter and decreases in mean precipitation in summer. This is likely to 

increase the risks associated with climate change (including surface water flooding) with an 

increased need for resilience and adaptation. 

2.6.18 In terms of climate change mitigation, per capita emissions are likely to continue to 

decrease as energy efficiency measures, renewable energy production and new 

technologies become more widely adopted. However road transport and domestic sources 

are likely to be increasing contributors proportionally. 

                                                           
14

 UK Climate Projections (2009) South East 2050s Medium Emissions Scenario [online] available at: 
http://ukclimateprojections.metoffice.gov.uk/23984?emission=medium (accessed 29 May 2015) 
15

 Environment Agency (2009) River Nene Catchment Flood Management Plan  
16

 Department of Energy and Climate Change (2011) Official statistics: Local Authority carbon dioxide emissions [online] available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-emissions-estimates (accessed on 29 May 2015) 

http://ukclimateprojections.metoffice.gov.uk/23984?emission=medium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-emissions-estimates
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Historic environment and landscape 

2.6.19 The parish has a high quality environment with an attractive, historic village core and 

wealth of built heritage assets, green routes and open spaces and good access to attractive 

countryside. Furthermore, the parish is located within the Upper Nene Catchment and 

Watford Gap Environmental Character Area11, with the upper reaches of the Nene and its 

northern tributary forming a distinctive, rural landscape in the west of Northamptonshire. 

However, the Environmental Character Assessment assesses that the landscape of the 

surrounding area is intensively farmed in visual character, with the potential to reinstate 

floodplain and grassland habitats. 

Figure 2.2: Heritage Assets17 

 

2.6.20 Weedon Bec contains six green corridors which provide opportunities for informal 

relaxation, exercise and to act as wildlife corridors. However, only four of these are 

protected:  

 The Grand Union Canal; 

 The Puddlebank corridor; 

 The Whettles/Croft Way field corridor; and 

 Footpath routes to the east of the village which form part of the Nene Valley Way. 

                                                           
17

 http://maps.northamptonshire.gov.uk/#x=462856,y=259470,zoom=5,base=NCC,layers=Conservation Areas|Historic Environment 
Assets|Listed Buildings|Scheduled Monuments|,search=,fade=false,mX=0,mY=0 
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2.6.21 Weedon Bec has numerous built heritage assets and its history has provided an important 

context for the preparation of the Draft NP18. There are 50 listed buildings within the 

parish, 27 of which are grade II* listed19 and are of national importance. Of particular note 

are the grade II* listed buildings which comprise Weedon Depot and the Church of St. 

Peter and St. Paul. Historic England is the statutory consultee for certain categories of 

listed building consent. The historic environment is protected through the planning system, 

via conditions imposed on developers and other mechanisms. 

2.6.22 There is one conservation area located within the parish: the Grand Union Canal 

Conservation Area, with a short section cutting through north eastern portion of the 

parish. The canal is located on a viaduct to the east of the village which, along with the 

raised North Western Railway, have proved a barrier to the spread of housing and 

development on that side of Weedon Bec and also pose an obstacle to large vehicles.  

2.6.23 Weedon Bec has characteristically followed the growth of transport networks, with the 

village growing from three former agricultural settlements of Upper Weedon, Lower 

Weedon and Road Weedon, with significant growth of residential areas in the north, south 

and west of these areas in the 20th century. Local materials and construction prevalent in 

the village include timber framed and Northamptonshire sandstone buildings with 

thatched roofs and elevations of redbrick and white or off white render. Most buildings are 

of two stories, although steeply pitched thatched roofs add variety to local roof heights 

and form.  

2.6.24 Since 2008, Historic England (formerly English Heritage) has released an annual Heritage at 

Risk Register. The Heritage at Risk Register highlights the grade I and grade II* listed 

buildings, and scheduled monuments, conservation areas, wreck sites and registered parks 

and gardens in England deemed to be ‘at risk’. The 2015 Heritage at Risk Register20 

highlighted that there are six features or areas deemed to be at risk in the parish. These 

heritage assets are:  

 canal enclosure walls to north, Bridge Street, Lower Weedon; 

 canal enclosure walls to south, Weedon Bec; 

 outer wall and north west bastion, Weedon Bec; 

 outer walls and north east bastion, Bridge Street, Lower Weedon; 

 outer wall and south east bastion, Bridge Street, Lower Weedon; and 

 West Lodge, Weedon Depot, Bridge Street, Lower Weedon. 

2.6.25 It should be noted that not all of the area’s historic environment resource is subject to 

statutory designations, and non-designated features comprise a large part of what people 

have contact with as part of daily life – whether at home, work or leisure. For example, 
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Weedon Bec Neighbourhood Plan (2015) Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan 2011 – 2029  
19

 Historic England (2015) The National Heritage List for England [online] available at: http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list 
(accessed on 4 June 2015). 
20

 Historic England (2014) Heritage at Risk Register [online] available at:  http://risk.historicengland.org.uk/register.aspx?st=a (accessed on 4 
June 2015) 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list
http://risk.historicengland.org.uk/register.aspx?st=a
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although not listed, many buildings and areas are of historic interest, and which are seen as 

important by local communities. Examples of these in the parish are likely to include parks 

and the wider historic landscape. Undesignated actual or potential archaeological finds in 

the area are also of significance. 

2.6.26 New development areas in the parish have the potential to impact on the fabric and setting 

of cultural heritage assets. This includes through inappropriate design and layout. It should 

be noted however, that existing historic environment designations and local plan policies 

will offer a degree of protection to cultural heritage assets and their settings. It is also 

within the powers of the Plan to have positive effects on the historic environment and 

landscape through effective design and cooperation with Historic England. 

Land, soil and water resources 

2.6.27 The Agricultural Land Classification classifies land into five grades (plus ‘non-agricultural’ 

and ‘urban’), where Grades 1 to 3a are the ‘best and most versatile’ land and Grades 3b to 

5 are of poorer quality. In terms of the location of classified agricultural land, the majority 

of the parish is classified as Grade 3 (good to moderate), with some small areas of Grade 2 

(very good) around Weedon Hill and in the south west corner of the parish around 

Farthingstone Road in Defra’s Classification of Agricultural Land21.  

2.6.28 There is no Household Waste and Recycling Centre in the parish. The nearest is located in 

Daventry off Browns Road. 

2.6.29 There are several notable watercourses in the parish, including the Grand Union Canal, 

Oxford Canal and River Nene. 

2.6.30 Groundwater source protection zones (SPZs) have been defined by the Environment 

Agency in England and Wales to protect groundwater sources such as wells, boreholes and 

springs that are used for public drinking water supply. Whilst the parish is not covered in a 

SPZ, it is worth noting that the superficial deposits aquifer classification for a large part of 

the parish is Secondary A, which means that there are permeable layers capable of 

supporting water supplies at a local, rather than strategic scale, which can in some cases 

form an important source of base flow to rivers. It is also worth noting that some areas of 

bedrock within the parish are classed as Secondary A, whilst a wider area is classed as 

Secondary Undifferentiated, which is assigned where it is not possible to distinguish 

between Secondary A or Secondary B (predominately lower permeable layers), or previous 

surveys have yielded differing results. This can have an implication for surface water 

flooding in the parish in instances of severe rainfall, especially given the parish’s historic 

susceptibility to floods. 

2.6.31 The Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) requires Member States to identify areas where 

groundwaters have nitrate concentrations of more than 50 mg/l nitrate or are thought to 

be at risk of nitrate contamination. Areas associated with such groundwaters are 
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designated as nitrate vulnerable zones (NVZ) within which, Member States are required to 

establish action programmes in order to reduce and prevent further nitrate contamination. 

In this context the entire parish is designated a surface water NVZ. 

2.6.32 In the absence of the plan, a higher proportion of development has the potential to take 

place on greenfield land. This is especially the case given the greater availability of such 

land in the parish and the likely growth in the local population and economy which will 

make such development attractive. Development in the parish also has the potential to 

lead to the loss of some areas of good to moderate, or very good agricultural land. 

2.6.33 In terms of water quality, the requirements of the Water Framework Directive are likely to 

lead to continued improvements to water quality in watercourses in the wider area. Water 

quality is also likely to continue to be affected by pollution incidents in the area, the 

presence of non-native species and physical modifications to water bodies.  

Population and communities 

2.6.34 According to the most recent census data available, in 2011 the total population of the 

parish was 3,36122. This was an increase of 289 from the 2001 census, or a 9.41% 

population growth (see Table 7.1). The rate of growth in Weedon Bec parish was slightly 

higher than district, regional and national levels. 

2.6.35 The parish’s age structure is broadly in line with the regional and national averages for 

individuals across the 0-15 age group and has a slightly lower proportion in the 16-24 age 

range. There is a higher proportion of the 45-59 age group within the parish than national, 

regional and district averages. The parish has a slightly higher proportion of residents aged 

60 and over when compared to Daventry, the East Midlands and England.  

2.6.36 Census statistics which measure deprivation across the four ‘dimensions’ of deprivation23 

including: any member of a household not a full-time student is either unemployed or 

long-term sick; education (no person in the household has at least level 2 education, and 

no person aged 16-18 is a full-time student); health and disability (any person in the 

household has general health ‘bad or ‘very bad’ or has a long term health problem); and 

housing (household’s accommodation is either overcrowded, with an occupancy rating -1 

or less, or is in a shared dwelling, or has no central heating), show that the parish of 

Weedon Bec has deprivation levels that are slightly higher than Daventry overall and 

significantly lower than regional and national averages. 

2.6.37 In terms of the house price to income ratio, which illustrates the multiple of the average 

income in the area to average house price, the affordability ratio for Daventry in 2013 was 

7.34, a decrease from 7.36 in 2010. This is higher than the ratio of 6.72 for England.24  
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 Office for National Statistics (2011) Neighbourhood Statistics [online] available at: 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/  
23

 ONS (2011) Census 2011, Households by Deprivation Dimensions, 2011 (QS119EW) 
24

 Government Statistics, Live tables on housing market and house prices, Table 577: ratio of median house price to median earnings by 
district, from 1997, [online] available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-housing-market-and-house-prices (accessed 03/06/2015) 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-housing-market-and-house-prices
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2.6.38 A significantly higher proportion of Weedon Bec residents live in housing owned either 

outright or with a mortgage (69.7% in total), than the East Midlands (67.2%) or England 

(63.3%) averages; however they were slightly below the Daventry average of 71.7%. 

Weedon Bec has a significantly lower proportion of people that rent (28%) than tenure 

values at regional (31%) and national levels (35%).25  

2.6.39 The parish has similar proportions of social rented tenures as district and regional 

averages, which are significantly lower than national level.  

2.6.40 In 2013 there were 2,046 households on local authority housing waiting lists in Daventry, 

indicating a slight increase of 34 since 2010.26 There has been a decrease of 6,801 

households on local authority housing waiting lists in Northamptonshire as a whole from 

2010 to 2013. 

2.6.41 The population of the parish is likely to continue to grow and age, with approximately 25% 

of the local population over 60 years of age. 27 There are also significantly lower levels of 

residents aged 16-24 (7.7%) compared to the regional (12.1%) and national (11.9%) 

averages, it is therefore important to create and maintain employment opportunities in the 

local area for younger residents to maintain a balanced demographic. 

2.6.42 The adult population across the parish is largely well educated, with a significant number of 

people with degree level qualifications resident above the district, regional and national 

averages. Increasing economic activity rates are likely to increase demand for new housing 

and employment opportunities in the area. 

Health and well-being 

2.6.43 There were 6% of residents in Weedon Bec who reported that they were limited ‘a lot’ with 

day to day activities due to long-term health problems or disabilities, with 9.85% or people 

limited ‘a little’. The levels of long term health and disability in Weedon Bec are slightly 

lower than district, regional and national averages. 28 

2.6.44 No census data exists for the parish for life expectancy and health indicators; however at 

the district level the 2015 Health Profile29 shows that life expectancy in Daventry is 79.9 

years for men and 83.0 years for women; above the national average of 73.8 years and 

79.3 years, respectively. There is a Life expectancy gap of 2.4 years lower for men and 2.3 

years lower for women in the most deprived areas of Daventry than in the least deprived 

areas. Local priorities in Daventry include lifestyle risks, healthy ageing, and mental health. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
This data is not available at ward or parish level. 
25

 ONS (2011) Census 2011, Tenure - Households, 2011 (QS405EW) 
26

 DCLG (2012) Statistical data set ‘Live tables on rents, lettings and tenancies. Table 600: numbers of households on local authorities' 
housing waiting lists, by district: England 1997 to 2013. 
27

 ONS (2011) Census 2011, Age structure (KS102EW) 
28

 ONS (2011) Census 2011 , Long-Term Health Problem or Disability, 2011 (QS302EW) (QS303EW) accessed (04/06/2015) 
29

 Public Health England (2015) Health Profile 2015 [online] available at: 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=50215&LA=50149&SPEAR=   (accessed 04/06/2015) 

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=50215&LA=50149&SPEAR


Weedon Bec Neighbourhood Plan: Environmental Report (Regulation 14) 
 

 

24 

2.6.45 Obesity is seen as an increasing issue by health professionals, and one that will contribute 

to significant health impacts on individuals, including increasing the risk of a range of 

diseases, including heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer. 

Transport 

Rail network 

2.6.46 The parish has no direct rail connection. The parish is served by Long Buckby which is 

located approximately 9.3 km to the north and Northampton railway station located 

approximately 16.9 km to the east of the village. The station is located on the main London 

to Birmingham line with services running on a half hourly basis. Direct services30 include to 

Milton Keynes (16 minutes), Coventry (32 minutes), Birmingham (1 hour), Watford (40 

minutes), Wolverhampton (1 hour 20 minutes) and London Euston (1 hour 2 minutes).  

Bus network 

2.6.47 Weedon Bec is connected by bus route D1 and D2 to Northampton, Daventry and all 

associated stops although these routes have been said to be difficult to access as they are 

at the edge of the village. Journey times to Daventry and Northampton are approximately 

20 minutes from Weedon Bec and run approximately every half hour. The D3 runs through 

the centre of the village but does not connect to the D1 or D2 route. 

Road network and congestion 

2.6.48 Weedon Bec is well served by the strategic road network. The main route through the 

parish is the A5 (North/South) and the A45 (East/West). The parish has easy access to the 

M1 North/South strategic road. 

Availability of cars and vans 

2.6.49 Figure 2.3 highlights the availability of cars and vans in the parish. The proportion of 

households with no access to a car/ van is significantly lower than district, regional and 

national averages, whilst the proportion of the population with two or more cars/vans is 

significantly higher. The proportion of households with three or more vehicles is also above 

all comparators. High car ownership in the parish reflects the relative affluence of the 

parish and its rural nature. 31 

  

                                                           
30 http://ojp.nationalrail.co.uk/service/timesandfares/NMP/MKC/today/1015/dep (accessed 05/06/2015) 
31 ONS (2011) Census 2011, Car or Van Availability (QS416EW) 

http://ojp.nationalrail.co.uk/service/timesandfares/NMP/MKC/today/1015/dep
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Figure 2.3: Car and van ownership (2011) 32 

 

Travel to work 

2.6.50 Figure 2.4 shows the method of travel to work for residents in the parish, compared with 

district, regional and England averages. As highlighted by the figure, the proportion of 

people who travel to work by foot and bicycle in Weedon Bec is lower than all 

comparators. Conversely, a higher proportion of people travel to work by car than all 

comparators. Fewer proportions of people travel to work by bus than the East midlands 

and national averages. A significantly higher proportion of people travel to work by car or 

van than borough, regional or national averages. More people in Weedon Bec work from 

home than other comparators.  
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Figure 2.4: Method of travel to work (2011) 33
 

 

 

Economy and enterprise 

2.6.51 Economic activity rates of 74% in the parish are slightly higher than district (72%), regional 

(69%) and national (70%) averages. 

2.6.52 Rates of full-time employment in Weedon Bec (43.1%) are higher than across Daventry 

(41.2%), both being significantly higher than regional (38.8%) and national (38.6%) rates. 

Rates of part-time employment in Weedon Bec are slightly below than comparators.34 

2.6.53 Rates of self-employment (with employees) are broadly in line with district, regional and 

national levels, with a higher percentage of part time sole traders (3.3%) in the parish than 

other comparable areas. The proportion of full time sole traders (8.9%) is above the 

district, regional and national averages. The parish has low rates of unemployment with 

2.9% of residents unemployed. 

2.6.54 Weedon Bec has a higher proportion of residents that are retired (16.1%) than the 

Daventry (15.3%), East Midlands (15%) and England (13.7%) averages. This indicates an 

ageing population and the NP should factor this into plan-making. 
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2.6.55 Figure 2.5 shows the highest level of qualification attained by residents in Weedon Bec, 

compared with the Daventry, East Midlands and England averages. In this context the 

parish has a highly qualified population compared to district, regional and national 

averages, with 30% of working-age residents of the parish qualified to NVQ level four or 

above.35 Likewise, there are a significantly lower proportion of residents in Weedon Bec 

parish (18.4%) that have no qualifications, when compared with district (18.9%), regional 

(24.7%) and national averages (22.5%). Figure 5 also indicates an above average level of 

apprenticeships in the parish. 

Figure 2.5: Highest level of qualification36  

 

2.6.56 Figure 2.6 demonstrates the occupation of working-age residents. Overall, the occupation 

profile for Weedon Bec is largely similar to district, regional and national averages, with 

some notable exceptions. The parish has higher proportions of people working in 

‘Managerial, Directors and Senior officials’, ‘associated professional and technical’ and 

‘skilled trades’ positions, than the district, regional and national averages. This, together 

with the educational information found in Figure 2.6 indicates a highly skilled workforce. 

2.6.57 Conversely, the parish has lower proportions of workers in ‘sales and customer services’, 

‘caring and leisure’ and ‘elementary’ positions. 
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 Level 4 qualifications include Bachelor’s degrees, NVQs at Level 4, HNDs and HNCs.  
36
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Figure 2.6: Employment occupation of residents aged 16-7437 

 

2.6.58 There will be an increased demand for services and facilities in the parish with population 

growth. Increased population growth will lead to a requirement to strengthen service 

provision to maintain a healthy local economy.  
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2.7 What are the key issues / objectives that should be a focus of SEA? 

2.7.1 Drawing on the review of the sustainability context and baseline, the SEA Scoping Report 

(2015) was able to identify a concise list of sustainability ‘objectives’ for each of the nine 

sustainability topics used as the basis for scoping. 

2.7.2 The sustainability objectives are listed in Table 2.1, which also presents a range of prompts 

alongside each objective to facilitate the assessment. These objectives and decision-making 

prompts provide a methodological framework to guide the appraisal of alternatives / the 

draft plan. The full framework, with assessment criteria (and amendments from 

consultation marked in strikethrough for deletions and italics for additions) for sites is 

included in Appendix B. 

Table 2.1: The SEA framework 

SEA topic SEA Objective, will the NDP… 

Biodiversity 1.Protect, and where possible enhance, all biodiversity and 
geological features? 

Climate change 2.Promote climate change mitigation in Weedon Bec? 
3.Support the resilience of Weedon Bec to the potential effects of 
climate change? 

Historic environment and 
landscape 

4.Conserve and enhance Weedon Bec’s historic environment, 
heritage assets and their settings? 
5. Support access and the interpretation of the historic 
environment? 
6. Improve the quality if the historic environment? 
7. Address Heritage at Risk? 
8. Respect, maintain and strengthen local character and 
distinctiveness? 
9. Protect and enhance the character and quality of landscapes 
and townscapes? 

Land, soil and water 
resources  

10.Ensure the more efficient use of land and the use of suitably 
located previously developed land (brownfield) and buildings? 
 

Population and community 11.Provide everyone with the opportunity to live in good quality, 
affordable housing, and ensure an appropriate mix of dwelling 
sizes, types and tenures within their communities? 

 12.Cater for existing and future residents’ needs as well as the 
needs of different groups in the community, and improve equality 
of access to local, high-quality community services and facilities? 

Health and well-being 13.Promote the health and well-being of Weedon Bec residents 
including access to open spaces and the river corridor? 

Transport 14.Promote sustainable transport use and reduce the need to 
travel? 

Economy and enterprise 15.Support and maintain a strong and sustainable local economy in 
the parish? 
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3 What has plan-making / SEA involved up to 
this point? 

3.1 Introduction 

The Environmental Report must include… 

 An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and 

 The likely significant effects on the environment associated with alternatives / an outline of 
the reasons for selecting the preferred approach in light of alternatives assessment (and 
hence, by proxy, a description of how environmental objectives and considerations are 
reflected in the draft plan). 

 

3.1.1 The ‘story’ of plan-making / SEA up to this point is told within this part of the report.  

3.1.2 Weedon Bec Parish Council applied to Daventry District Council for designation as a 

Neighbourhood Area on 1 July 2013, with the designation (the parish boundary) approved 

on 5 December 2013.  

3.1.3 Following on from the questionnaire circulated to all residents in June 2014 to gain an early 

indication of key planning related concerns held by residents, the vision and objectives of 

the NP were determined, with draft policies developed to address key themes which arose 

during the consultation process.  

3.1.4 The plan has been in development since January 2014 and overseen by a Neighbourhood 

Planning Steering Group, consisting of members of the Parish Council, local residents and 

local businesses. Since early 2014 the emerging plan has been built upon a foundation of 

community involvement and consultation, including through: 

 the questionnaire circulated to all local residents in June 2014 asking for residents’ 
opinions and concerns regarding certain issues; 

 a community consultation event held on 20 September 2014 to follow up on the 
questionnaire; 

 a focused consultation took place in November 2014 to gain an understanding of 
the level of provision of halls and accommodation for community use in the 
village; and  

 the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan was published for public consultation 
from 8 April 2015 to 3 June 2015. 

3.1.5 As well as the above public consultations, the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group has 

undertaken further assessments to assist with formulating the NP. These include an Open 

Space Assessment (July 2014) and a Call for Sites and Site Assessment (October 2014).38 

                                                           
38

 See: http://weedonnp.info/call-for-sites-report/  

http://weedonnp.info/call-for-sites-report/
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3.1.6 The whole ‘story’ of plan-making is important; however, in light of SEA requirements it is 

particularly important for this part of the report to explain how development of the draft 

plan has been informed by the assessment of alternatives. 

3.2 What has been the focus of alternatives assessment? 

3.2.1 Since development of the Weedon Bec NP got under way in January 2014, it has been 

recognised that housing development is a key issue for the area, and hence an issue that 

requires consideration of alternatives.  

3.2.2 The answers to the June 2014 questionnaire indicated that the provision of facilities and 

infrastructure are key issues for residents, as well as the importance of protecting and 

enhancing the village’s character and green space. Key points taken from the 310 

respondents (25% of Weedon Bec households) were: 

 74% considered that the size of Weedon Bec was good, whilst 24% considered the 
size fair;  

 72% determined that the doctors’ surgery would need improving, whilst 62% 
suggested the primary school, 49% identified playgrounds and 46% identified 
community buildings as needing improvement;  

 93% of respondents felt that Weedon Bec would benefit from preserving and 
enhancing some of the green spaces and 90% held the same sentiment for local 
views;  

 52% identified bus services as good, whilst 27% identified these as fair, whilst 56% 
felt that traffic speeds and volumes were poor; and  

 41% rated footpaths as good, with 42% rating these as fair.  

3.2.3 In recognition of the responses obtained to the questionnaire the focus of the alternatives 

assessment has been tailored based upon this and the outcome of the July 2015 Scoping 

Report. 

3.3 Structure of this part of the report 

3.3.1 This part of the report is structured as follows: 

 Section 3.4 - Introduces the alternatives that have been a focus of assessment. 

 Section 3.5 and 3.6 - Presents alternatives assessment findings. 

 Section 3.7 - Explains the reasons for developing the preferred approach (i.e. the 
draft NP) in-light of alternatives assessment findings. 

3.3.2 This structure reflects the regulatory requirement to present an assessment of ‘reasonable 

alternatives’ as well as ‘outline reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with’. 
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3.4 Reasons for selecting the alternatives 

Introduction 

3.4.1 The aim of this chapter is to explain the reasons for focusing alternatives assessment on a 

single policy area – Weedon Bec site allocations; and to introduce / explain the alternatives 

that were a focus of assessment. 

Reasons for focusing on a particular policy area 

3.4.2 The SEA Regulations require that reasonable alternatives reflect the plan objectives.  The 

objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are listed in paragraph 2.3.2 above.  The objectives 

include one to secure a variety of sizes/types of housing that meet the needs of the local 

community.  The location of new sites for housing will be a critical choice made through 

the plan.  As such, the SEA has assessed each of the sites put forward for housing by local 

landowners or their agents as well as two combinations of sites. 

Background 

3.4.3 In November 2014, Weedon Bec Parish Council carried out a Call for Sites exercise, as part 

of the preparation of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. A letter was posted to all households, 

businesses and landowners in the Parish advising of the Call for Sites, notices were placed 

on Parish noticeboards, and the information was included on the Weedon Bec 

Neighbourhood Plan website.  

3.4.4 A report on the Site Assessment process was published on the Neighbourhood Plan 

website. The report assessed the potential availability of the submitted sites for housing 

across Weedon Bec up to the end of the plan period, explored any constraints that might 

affect their suitability for development, and recommended a proposed course of action.  

3.4.5 A total of 12 sites were put forward by interested parties. Figure 3.1 below indicates the 

location of all the submitted sites. The report’s recommendation was that whilst all of the 

sites were identified as having constraints, in terms of the scoring applied within that 

report, Site 10 (Site area 0.2 Ha potential capacity 1 dwelling) and Site 12 (Site area 0.5 Ha 

potential capacity 8 dwellings) were the most suitable. Whilst several of the larger sites, 

due to their overall impact on the character of the village, scored very low, (Sites 5 and 6), 

it was considered that small sections of these sites might be more appropriate as infill sites 

suitable for small scale development in keeping with village. With regards to Site 7, smaller 

specific sections to the east of the submitted site were considered appropriate. The Call for 

Sites Assessment Report provides further detail regarding sites which scored less highly, 

and which were subsequently discounted by the Steering Group.  
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Figure 3.1: Sites identified through the Call for Sites 

 

3.4.6 A preferred approach to the choice of sites emerged through informal discussions with 

local residents, and wider stakeholders.  It should be noted that the presence of significant 

heritage assets i.e. the Weedon Depot and Blast House complex sets significant constraints 

in terms of potential development sites. However, at a meeting of the Steering Group in 

September 2015, it was agreed that site WB10/2 (the northern element of Site 5 above) 

was the only site with the potential to provide for a higher level of housing. This essentially 

provided two options with the only variable being the extent of WB10/2 

3.4.7 It was therefore determined that there was merit in appraising the following two 

alternatives: 

 Option 1 – ‘lower’ development (taking forward WB10/2 as proposed) of c. 137 
dwellings. 
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 Option 2 – ‘higher’ development (taking forward an additional land parcel to the 
south of WB10/2 adding a further 26 dwellings39 as part of a mixed use 
development) of c. 163 dwellings.  

Figure 3.2: Option 1 (Sites as proposed) 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
39

 Calculated using an assumed 10 dwelling per hectare density for mixed use development 
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Figure 3.3: Option 2 (Expanded WB10/2) 

 

3.5 Site appraisal 

Appraisal methodology 

3.5.1 This section presents the findings of the appraisal of the site alternatives. This section 

should be read in conjunction with the SEA Framework which provides specific criteria and 

thresholds for each topic (where there are relevant spatial criteria) as well as a findings 

table showing the performance of each site in relation to each sustainability topic and 

specific criteria. The full set of criteria is set out at the start of Appendix B but in summary: 

 Red signifies a constraint potentially preventing development of the site (or likely 
to require some form of mitigation to enable development of the site). 

 Amber signifies a potential constraint likely to restrict development of the site or 
potentially require mitigation. 

 Green signifies a potential opportunity. 
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3.5.2 Where no colour is shown, neither a constraint nor an opportunity has been identified for 

that site in relation to that particular criterion. 

3.5.3 At this stage of the appraisal, potential alternative uses of the sites have not been 

considered through the appraisal.  

Appraisal findings 

3.5.4 Table 3.1 overleaf sets out the assessment findings according to the Red / Amber / Green 

code discussed previously. Note that the sites form part of two options with the variability 

focused on one site (WB10/2) which are considered in Section 3.6 . The assessment 

overleaf includes all sites and the assessment of the options can be found in Table 3.2. 
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Table 3.1: Site assessment constraints analysis 

 

General Site Details 
Distance to key Employment and 

Infrastructure (m - unless otherwise 
stated) 

General 
Environment

al 
Classifications 

and Local 
Non-

Ecological 
Designations 

Local and 
International 
Environment

al and 
Ecological 

Designations 
(km - unless 
otherwise 

stated) 

  

Distanc
e to 

Listed 
Building 

(m) 

Distance to 
Conservatio
n Area (m) 

Distance to 
Amenity 

Spaces (m) 
Indices of Deprivation 

 

Site 
Cod

e 

Proximit
y to 

Centre 
(km) 

Floo
d 

Zone 
Surface water 

Brownfiel
d or 

Greenfiel
d 

Medical/Healt
h Service 

Convenienc
e Store 

Secondar
y School 

(km) 

Highest ALC 
Grade 

Distance to 
LWS (m) 

TP
O 

Play 
Park/Sport

s Field 

Indices of 
Multiple 

Deprivatio
n (% 

(0=Most 
Deprived)) 

Barriers 
to 

Housing 
and 

Services 
(% 

(0=Most 
Deprived)

) 

Education 
Skills and 
Training 

(% 
(0=Most 

Deprived)
) 

Employmen
t (% 

(0=Most 
Deprived)) 

Health 
Deprivatio

n and 
Disability 

(% 
(0=Most 

Deprived)) 

Income 
(% 

(0=Most 
Deprived)

) 

1 
0.34 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

160 525 5.94 Grade 3 550 
N/
A 

5 790 
110 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

2 
2 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

1,130 1,320 5.11 Grade 3 590 
N/
A 

40 1,117 
740 60-80 20-40 80-100 80-100 80-100 80-100 

3 
0.9 1 VL 

Greenfiel
d 

910 235 5.83 Grade 3 30 
N/
A 

290 0 
400 60-80 20-40 80-100 80-100 80-100 80-100 

4 
0.34 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

115 410 5.51 Grade 3 860 
N/
A 

5 570 
275 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

5 
2 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

350 390 5.52 Grade 3 0 
N/
A 

5 570 
70 60-80 20-40 80-100 80-100 80-100 80-100 

6 
2 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

500 736 6.04 Grade 3 280 
N/
A 

80 1,010 
145 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

7 
0.34 1 VL 

Greenfiel
d 

0 300 5.52 Grade 3 470 
N/
A 

190 510 
115 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

8 
0.8 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

470 830 6.07 Grade 3 860 
N/
A 

40 1,157 
355 60-80 20-40 80-100 80-100 80-100 80-100 

9 
0.34 1 VL 

Greenfiel
d 

140 135 5.28 Grade 3 270 
N/
A 

100 280 
380 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

10 
0.15 1 High in areas 

Greenfiel
d 

440 100 5.34 Grade 3 115 
N/
A 

70 160 
0 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

11 
0.35 3 

High in most 
areas 

Greenfiel
d 

610 330 4.71 Grade 3 60 
N/
A 

70 15 
85 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

12 
0.31 1 VL 

Greenfiel
d 

700 215 5.48 Grade 3 290 
N/
A 

70 15 
85 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

13
40

 
0.7 1 VL Unknown 

934 200 5.69 Grade 3 410 
N/
A 

204 109 
360 40-60 80-100 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 

 

                                                           
40

 Note that Site ‘13’ was a late addition. It is Land at Rear of 25-27 High Street – 2 houses. 
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3.6 Alternatives assessment findings 

Introduction 

3.6.1 The aim of this chapter is to present summary assessment findings in relation to the 

alternatives introduced above, i.e. the two approaches that have been generated as part of 

the plan making process. 

Methodology 

3.6.2 For each option the assessment identifies and evaluates ‘likely significant effects’ on the 

baseline, drawing on the sustainability topics and issues/objectives identified through 

scoping as a methodological framework.  Red text / shading is used to indicate significant 

negative effects, whilst green text / shading is used to indicate significant positive effects.   

3.6.3 Effects are predicted taking into account the criteria presented within the SEA 

Regulations. 41   So, for example, account is taken of the duration, frequency and 

reversibility of effects as far as possible.  Effects are described in terms of these criteria 

within the assessment as appropriate.  The potential for ‘cumulative’ effects is also a 

consideration.   

3.6.4 Every effort is made to predict effects accurately; however, this is inherently challenging 

given the high level nature of the options.  The ability to predict effects accurately is also 

limited by understanding of the baseline (now and in the future under a ‘no plan’ scenario) 

and precisely what future planning applications might ‘look like’.  In light of this, there is a 

need to make considerable assumptions regarding how the options will be implemented 

‘on the ground’ and what the effect on particular receptors will be.  Where there is a need 

to rely on assumptions, this is made explicit in the appraisal text.   

3.6.5 In many instances where one option is ranked above another, given reasonable 

assumptions, it is not possible to predict likely significant effects, but it is possible to 

comment on the relative merits of the alternatives in more general terms and to indicate a 

rank of preference.  This is helpful, as it enables a distinction to be made between the 

alternatives even where it is not possible to distinguish between them in terms of 

‘significant effects’. 

Summary assessment findings 

3.6.6 The table below presents the sustainability appraisal findings. 

Table 3.2: Sustainability appraisal findings. 

SEA Objective Description of significant effects Options 
1 2 

1. Protect, and where 
possible enhance, all 

There are no national or international designated sites 
on or near the site, either in its proposed form or 

N/A N/A 

                                                           
41

 Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
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biodiversity and 
geological features. 

extended to the south. There is a Local Wildlife Site on 
the site itself (Weedon Marsh) however this is located 
along the River Nene at the south eastern extent of 
the site and this is not developable in either option. 
The proximity of development in Option 2 is negligible 
in terms of potential effects. 

2. Promote climate change 
mitigation in Weedon 
Bec. 

On balance, Option 1 is likely to perform better for 
this objective as there is a smaller overall level of 
development which should generate less in terms of 
greenhouse gas emissions and energy demand. 

There are a number of polices that refer to energy 
efficiency (e.g. WB1 and WB10/2). Specifically relating 
to this site the plan states that  

“Opportunities should be taken to include imaginative 
building techniques such as the inclusion of eco roofs 
and demonstration buildings using low energy and 
sustainable technologies”. 

Developing the site further it likely to result in further 
greenhouse gas emissions through both transport but 
also domestic and commercial energy use. The 
magnitude of this increase is likely to be negligible. 

1 2 

3. Support the resilience of 
Weedon Bec to the 
potential effects of 
climate change. 

The Plan provides a good policy context for climate 
change adaption e.g. flooding. Neither option differed 
markedly for this objective. 

N/
A 

N/
A 

4. Protect, maintain and 
enhance Weedon Bec’s 
cultural heritage 
resources, including its 
historic environment 
and archaeological 
assets. 

Given the abundance of Listed Buildings and a 
Conservation Area that is adjacent to some of the 
proposed site, both options have the potential for 
negative effects on the historic assets and their 
setting in Weedon Bec. Option 1 by virtue of having a 
lesser extent than Option 2 is likely to have less of an 
effect. 

The extension of WB10/2 further southward would 
clearly begin to encroach on the historic assets at the 
Weedon Depot / Blast Houses. 

The heritage assets include Ordinance Road which 
goes from south to north through the site and an area 
of archaeological / historic value that covers almost 
60% 0f the site. 

1 2 
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42  

Any development that encroaches further south 
would need to take into account potential impacts on 
the above ground elements but also ensure no / little 
impact was felt on the underground elements. 
Furthermore, the setting of the Listed Buildings would 
need to be considered. As it currently stands, Policy 
WB1: ‘Protecting and Enhancing Local Landscape 
Character and Views’ provides a range of ‘Locally 
significant views’ on which impacts upon would need 
to be considered by any development proposals. It 
appears that a southerly expansion of the site would 
not negatively affect this policy as there are no 
northerly aspects identified. 

Nonetheless, any expansion further south on this site 
is likely to have an impact and a likely significant 
negative effect (without mitigation) on the setting 
and substance of the historic asset and should, at the 
very least be carefully managed with landscaping and 
archaeological watching briefs at a minimum but 
ideally, should be avoided, at least in this plan 
timescale. 

5. Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of 
landscapes and 

Policy WB1: ‘Protecting and Enhancing Local 
Landscape Character and Views’ provide a range of 

N/A N/A 

                                                           
42

 Source: Northamptonshire County Council: 
http://maps.northamptonshire.gov.uk/#x=461640,y=259446,zoom=6,base=NCC,layers=Historic Environment 
Assets|,search=,fade=false,mX=0,mY=0  
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townscapes. ‘Locally significant views’ on which impacts upon 
would need to be considered by any development 
proposals. As it stands, it appears that there might be 
some negative effects near those sites that relate to 
protected views e.g. WB10/6. There is likely to be no 
significant difference between the two options 
however. 

6. Ensure the more 
efficient use of land and 
the use of suitably 
located previously 
developed land 
(brownfield) and 
buildings. 

Most of the sites are greenfield and this is likely to 
have a negative effect on this objective in terms of 
using agricultural land to build upon. 

WB10/2 is currently greenfield and agricultural land 
Grade 3. Any expansion of this sire would therefore 
result in a loss of this asset. The size of the loss is 
considered to be minor and the effect negligible. 

1 2 

7. Provide everyone with 
the opportunity to live 
in good quality, 
affordable housing, and 
ensure an appropriate 
mix of dwelling sizes, 
types and tenures 
within their 
communities. 

Both options would provide additional housing 
allocation to those committed in the area (including 
the 121 committed at New Street (WB11)). This would 
provide housing to a level determined through 
capacity and community engagement. 

The selection of Option 2 would result in an additional 
c. 26 dwellings as part of a mixed use development 
contiguous with the element of the site allocated to 
the north. The NDP does not set out the housing need 
for Weedon Bec and this has not been augmented by 
the West Northamptonshire Core Strategy 
amendments recommended by the Planning 
Inspector. Therefore it is difficult to judge whether 
more housing would be of benefit to residents of 
Weedon Bec and if so, what form of housing would be 
best provided. 

The consultation responses on the NDP indicated a 
need for smaller scale (10 or fewer dwellings), market  
and affordable housing and an overwhelming support 
for 1 to 2 bedroom dwellings. 

This being the case, the provision of additional 
dwellings in Option 2 would likely result in positive 
effects. The significance is difficult to establish given 
the unknown nature of the need, however, it (Option 
2) represents a 19% increase on the number of 
dwellings in Option 1 and could be argued as being a 
greater significant positive effect, albeit with a high 
level of uncertainty. 

2 1 

8. Cater for existing and 
future residents’ needs 

Increasing housing stock in general should also 
increase choice and availability of housing. Both 

2 1 
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as well as the needs of 
different groups in the 
community, and 
improve equality of 
access to local, high-
quality community 
services and facilities. 

options would therefore perform well, with Option 2 
by virtue of offering increased choice likely to have 
the greater positive effects. 

There is no provision within the policy regarding 
WB10/2 to cater for future residents’ needs. WB12 
encourages housing schemes to include housing for 
older residents. There is however provision for an all-
weather cycle route / footpath that would remain in 
both options. 

Generally speaking, an increasing in dwellings should 
increase the availability of housing stock and the 
relevant mix available to the market. Option 2 would 
therefore perform better in this regards but the 
increases are not considered to be significant as the 
proportions are not currently known. 

9. Promote the health and 
well-being of Weedon 
Bec residents. 

Neither option differs in terms of the provision of 
health care services (neither have any). The additional 
demanded placed on the GP surgery by increased 
residents would exacerbate the predicted increase in 
demand expected post 2015. It is not known what 
headroom the GP surgery currently has so there is a 
high uncertainty over the likely significance on GP 
capacity. 

? ? 

10. Promote sustainable 
transport use and 
reduce the need to 
travel. 

The proposal for WB10/2 include a range of transport 
measures from inclusion of a footpath to 
improvements to the highways. It is not considered 
that the increase in dwellings in Option 2 would lead 
to a significant effect on either of these issues but 
there might be a minor increase in traffic. 

1 2 

11. Support and maintain a 
strong and sustainable 
local economy in the 
parish. 

The provision of a mixed use development should 
result in positive economic effects. The policy for 
WB10/2 identifies that offices, small workshops and 
“…other uses which are compatible with neighbouring 
residential development and which do not have an 
adverse impact on residential amenity…” would be 
supported. This being the case, more mixed use 
development as a component of Option 2 is likely to 
bring more employment space and increase this 
positive effect. 

2 1 

Conclusion 

3.6.7 Generally speaking, there is a trade-off to be made between Option 1 and Option 2. Option 

2 ranks better for the socio-economic led objectives such as those for the economy and 

housing whereas Option 1 ranks better for the more environmental objectives. The 
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fundamental point is whether there is anything that can be said definitively about the 

choice to be made. 

3.6.8 The valuable historic assets in the Weedon Depot and Blast Houses are likely to suffer 

significant effects (negative) under both options should development harm the setting or 

substance of the historic assets. These assets are of national importance and therefore are 

seen as being a sensitive area and any impacts on them should be afforded appropriate 

weight. The more positive socio-economic effects are at this stage subject to high levels of 

uncertainty and there are likely to be alternative solutions to housing provision in Daventry 

in that surplus housing need might be allocated elsewhere in the borough. This being the 

case, Option 1 should be seen as the ‘Preferred Option’ from the perspective of the SEA.  

3.7 Reasons for selecting the preferred approach 

Introduction 

3.7.1 This section sets out the Parish Council’s reasons for selecting/developing the preferred 

approach to housing land use subsequent to, and in light of, the alternatives assessment. 

Reasons 

3.7.2 The reasoned justification for the exclusion / inclusion of sites in the Draft Plan are set out 

in Table 3.3 below. 

Table 3.3: Site selection justification 

Site 
Option 

Potential 
capacity 

SEA conclusions Justification Planning history 
1 2 

1 No No 125 

The site is greenfield 

and scores poorly for 

its proximity to a 

secondary school 

(5.9 km) and a listed 

building (5 m). The 

deprivation scores 

for the site are all in 

the amber band of 

40-60%. 

Deemed 

inappropriate by the 

Parish Council on 

suitability / 

constraints 

specifically the site is 

open countryside, 

access from Narrow 

Lane is restricted, 

and the scale would 

be detrimental to 

the character of 

village. The site is 

adjacent to Listed 

Building. Ridge and 

Furrow.  

Part of a wider site 

(including site 7) that 

was recently granted 

consent on appeal 

for up to 121 

dwellings. Planning 

ref DA/2014/0455, 

appeal ref 

APP/Y2810/A/14/22

28921. 
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2 No No 600+ 

The site scores 

poorly with regard to 

its proximity to the 

centre (2 km), its 

designation as 

greenfield land, its 

proximity to both 

medical / health 

service (1.1 km), 

convenience store 

(1.3 km) and a 

secondary school 

(5.1 km). 

Furthermore it is 

poorly located to 

play / sports fields 

(740 m). 

It performs poorly 

with regard to 

housing deprivation; 

being on the 20-40% 

band i.e. it suffers 

relatively high 

deprivation for 

‘Barriers to Housing 

and Services’. 

Deemed 

inappropriate by the 

Parish Council on 

suitability / 

constraints 

specifically the site is 

open countryside, 

new access would be 

required and the site 

is ‘divorced’ from the 

village. The scale of 

development on the 

site would be 

detrimental to the 

character of village. 

The site is adjacent 

to a Listed Building. 

Part of the site has 

planning permission 

for a solar farm, 

Planning ref 

DA/2013/0796 

3 Yes Yes 

81 (but 

up to 41 

in the 

draft 

plan) 

The site scores 

poorly in that it is 

greenfield and has 

poor access to a 

secondary school 

(5.83 km). It is also in 

a Conservation Area. 

It performs poorly 

with regard to 

housing deprivation; 

being on the 20-40% 

band i.e. it suffers 

relatively high 

deprivation for 

‘Barriers to Housing 

Site 3 is considered 

suitable for new 

housing 

development 

because once the 

proposed Link Road 

is built and traffic 

restrictions / traffic 

calming are provided 

on the High Street 

section of the A45, 

then this area should 

become a much 

more attractive place 

to live. 

None 
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and Services’. 

4 No No 195 

The site scores 

poorly in that it is 

greenfield and has 

poor access to a 

secondary school 

(5.51 km). It is also 

close to a Listed 

Building (5 m). In 

terms of deprivation, 

for four of the seven 

domains (Education, 

Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’. 

 

Deemed 

inappropriate by the 

Parish Council on 

suitability / 

constraints 

specifically the site is 

open countryside, 

access from Narrow 

Lane is restricted, 

and the scale would 

be detrimental to 

the character of 

village. The site is 

adjacent to Listed 

Building. Ridge and 

Furrow. 

None 

5 Yes Yes 

400 (but 

about 

100 in 

the draft 

plan) 

This large site (25 ha) 

performs poorly in 

terms of proximity to 

the centre (2 km), 

designation as 

greenfield and 

proximity to a 

secondary school 

(5.52 km). There is 

also a listed building 

close to the site (5 

m).  

In terms of 

deprivation, it 

demonstrates 

relatively high levels 

of deprivation for 

the Barriers to 

Housing’ domain. 

This site adjoins an 

existing employment 

area and a 

residential area and 

offers opportunities 

for a mixed use 

scheme, with 

business and 

residential uses. 

Development of part 

of the submitted Site 

5 with a reduced 

number of houses is 

considered to offer 

the most advantages 

for the village as a 

whole. 

Part of the site (The 

South-Eastern 

corner) was subject 

to an application for 

up to 26 dwellings. 

This was refused 

permission, subject 

to a planning appeal 

that was dismissed, 

planning application 

ref DA/2014/0369, 

appeal ref 

APP/Y2810/W/14/30

01704. The appeal 

was dismissed due to 

conflict with the 

development plan 

and harm to the 

setting of the Royal 

Ordnance Depot 

which was not 

outweighed by the 

benefits arising from 

the proposal. 
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6 Yes Yes 

160 (but 

50 in the 

draft 

plan) 

This site performs 

poorly in regard to 

proximity to the 

centre (2 km), the 

designation as 

greenfield and its 

proximity to a 

secondary school (6 

km). 

In terms of 

deprivation, for four 

of the seven 

domains (Education, 

Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’ 

Part of Site 6 is 

considered suitable 

for a smaller 

development in the 

central axis of the 

site provided that an 

access road could be 

provided running 

west to join Queen 

Street, to the west of 

the existing farm 

buildings on the 

boundary of the built 

up area of the 

village. 

Part of the site (The 

South-Western 

corner) was subject 

to an application for 

21 dwellings. This 

was refused 

permission, subject 

to a planning appeal 

that was dismissed, 

planning application 

ref DA/2010/0425, 

appeal ref 

APP/Y2810/A/11/21

46939. The appeal 

was dismissed due to 

conflict with the 

development plan. 

7 No No 49 

This site performs 

poorly in regard to 

its designation as 

greenfield and 

proximity to a 

secondary school 

(5.5 km). 

In terms of 

deprivation, for four 

of the seven 

domains (Education, 

Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’ 

Deemed 

inappropriate by the 

Parish Council on 

suitability / 

constraints 

specifically the site is 

open countryside, 

access from Narrow 

Lane is restricted, 

and the scale would 

be detrimental to 

the character of 

village. The site is 

adjacent to Listed 

Building. Ridge and 

Furrow. 

 

Part of a wider site 

(including site 1) that 

was recently granted 

consent on appeal 

for up to 121 

dwellings. Planning 

ref DA/2014/0455, 

appeal ref 

APP/Y2810/A/14/22

28921. 

 

8 Yes Yes 

260 (but 

30 in the 

draft 

plan) 

The site scores 

poorly with regard to 

its designation as 

greenfield land, its 

proximity to a 

convenience store 

(830 m km) and a 

secondary school 

To the east and 
adjoining the site are 
a number of semi-
derelict farm 
buildings round a 
small farmyard. By 
allowing 
development of a 
small number of 

None 
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(6.7 km). There are a 

number of ‘Amber’ 

scores for this site 

also: proximity to 

centre (0.8 km), 

distance to medical / 

health service (470 

m) and distance to 

amenity spaces (play 

/ sports fields (355 

m)). 

It performs poorly 

with regard to 

housing deprivation; 

being on the 20-40% 

band i.e. it suffers 

relatively high 

deprivation for 

‘Barriers to Housing 

and Services’. 

houses as outlined in 
W1O/3 it is hoped 
that this would be 
some incentive to 
open up and 
improve the area  

The area suggested 
falls within a low 
piece of land on the 
south side of Queen 
Street and would not 
extend further than 
existing houses on 
the north side. 

9 Yes Yes 

53 (but 5 

in the 

draft 

plan) 

The site scores 

poorly with regard to 

being greenfield and 

it is some distance 

from a secondary 

school (5.28 km) 

The site scored well 

in the Call for Sites 

Assessment Report, 

this included for 

proximity to the 

centre. 

None 

10 Yes Yes 1 

This site scores 

poorly in terms of its 

greenfield status and 

its proximity to a 

secondary school 

(5.3 km). There are a 

number of ‘Amber’ 

scores for proximity 

to medical / health 

services and to Local 

Wildlife Sites. 

In terms of 

deprivation, for four 

of the seven 

domains (Education, 

The site scored the 

best in the Call for 

Sites Assessment 

Report, this included 

for access, proximity 

to the centre and the 

impact on the 

village. 

None 
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Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’ 

11 No No 195 

The site performs 

poorly for Flood Risk 

(Flood Zone 3), 

greenfield status and 

proximity to a 

secondary school 

(4.7 km). The site has 

‘Amber’ ratings for 

its distance to a Local 

Wildlife Site and the 

Conservation Area.  

In terms of 

deprivation, for four 

of the seven 

domains (Education, 

Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’. 

Deemed 

inappropriate by the 

Parish Council on 

suitability / 

constraints 

specifically the site is 

open countryside, in 

Flood Zone 3, and 

within a green 

wedge between the 

A5 and the village 

envelope. 

Historic planning 

applications dating 

back to 1992 and 

1984 

12 Yes Yes 8 

This site performs 

poorly in terms of its 

status as greenfield 

and its proximity to a 

secondary school 

(5.5 km).  

 In terms of 

deprivation, for four 

of the seven 

domains (Education, 

Employment, Health 

and Income) the site 

is ‘Amber’. 

Site scored well (in 

the Call for Sites 

Assessment Report) 

for access, proximity 

to the centre and 

having a positive 

impact on the 

village. 

Subject to an 

application for 

residential 

development. This 

was refused 

permission, subject 

to a planning appeal 

that was dismissed, 

planning application 

ref DA/2009/0068, 

appeal ref 

APP/Y2810/A/09/21

04447 

The appeal was 

dismissed due to 

harm to the 

character and 

appearance of the 

surrounding rural 

area, failure to 
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preserve the setting 

of the listed building 

and harm to the 

setting of the Canal 

Conservation Area. 

1343 Yes Yes 2 

This site performs 

poorly in terms of its 

location to medical / 

health services and 

proximity to 

secondary schools 

This small infill site 

was submitted late 

but the Steering 

Group considered 

that the site should 

still be assessed. The 

site is centrally 

located and scored 

highly and it was 

agreed that the site 

should be included in 

the proposed site 

allocations. 

Historic planning 

applications dating 

back to 1983 and 

1989 

 

  

                                                           
43

 Land at Rear of 25-27 High Street – 2 houses. This small infill site was submitted late but the Steering Group considered that the site should still 
be assessed. The site is centrally located and scored highly and it was agreed that the site should be included in the proposed site allocations. 
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4 What are the SEA findings at this stage? 
4.1 Introduction (to part 3) 

The Environmental Report must include… 

 The likely significant effects associated with the draft plan approach 

 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant 
adverse effects of implementing the draft plan approach 

 

4.1.1 The aim of this part of the Report is to present the assessment of the Draft (‘pre-

submission’) Plan, and also to present ‘conclusions at this current stage’. 

4.2 Assessment of the draft plan 

Methodology 

4.2.1 The assessment is structured under the following seven topics in the plan. For each topic 

an assessment against the eight sustainability ‘topic’ headings has been undertaken: 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate change mitigation (non-
transport related) 

 Historic environment and landscape 
Economy 

 Land, soil and water resources Housing 

 Population and community Transport 

 Health and well-being 

 Transport 

 Economy and enterprise 

4.2.2 For each topic a range of sustainability objectives (as identified through scoping) are listed.  

Taken together, the sustainability topics and objectives provide a methodological 

‘framework’ for the assessment of likely significant effects on the baseline.   

4.2.3 Within each plan topic chapter ‘significant effects’ of the draft plan on the baseline are 

predicted and evaluated.  Account is taken of the criteria presented within Schedule 2 of 

the Regulations.44  So, for example, account is taken of the probability, duration, frequency 

and reversibility of effects as far as possible.  Cumulative effects are also considered.  

These effect ‘characteristics’ are described within the assessment as appropriate. 

4.2.4 Every effort is made to identify / evaluate effects accurately; however, this is inherently 

challenging given the high level nature of the plan.  The ability to predict effects accurately 

                                                           
44

 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
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is also limited by understanding of the baseline and the nature of future planning 

applications.  Because of the uncertainties involved, there is a need to exercise caution 

when identifying and evaluating significant effects and ensure all assumptions are 

explained.  In many instances it is not possible to predict significant effects, but it is 

possible to comment on merits (or otherwise) in more general terms.  As such, symbols are 

used to denote the broad performance of the policies 

4.2.5 The appraisal of the policies are therefore set out within a table that sets out the  ‘broad 

implications’ for the SA topics - it is important to note that these symbols are not used to 

indicate significant effects. The tables are for illustrative purposes.  

4.2.6 The symbol definitions are below: 

 Positive implications. 

 No implications. 

 Negative implications. 

? Uncertain implication 
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4.2.7 Likely to be positive effects on biodiversity but not considered to be significant as unlikely 

to affect national or internationally designated biodiversity assets. 

4.2.8 Likely to be positive effects for climate change mitigation (carbon sequestration) and 

adaptation (minimising surface water flood risk) through tree planting and planting 

schemes. Not considered to be significant given the scale of impact (minor). 

4.2.9 Likely to have positive effects through conserving historic landscape features. Not 

considered to be positive given the scale of impact (minor) 
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Community facilities 

 
B

io
d

iv
er

si
ty

 

C
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
 

H
is

to
ri

c 

en
vi

ro
n

m
en

t La
n

d
, s

o
il 

an
d

 w
at

er
 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 

an
d

 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 

H
ea

lt
h

 a
n

d
 

w
el

l-
b

ei
n

g 

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
 

Ec
o

n
o

m
y 

an
d

 

en
te

rp
ri

se
 

WB2         

WB3         

 

4.2.10 WB2 likely to have positive effects on population and human health through the support 

for new and extended community and health facilities. This includes schools/ surgeries as 

well as community hall and religious buildings. Not considered to be significant as impact is 

local (minor). 

4.2.11 WB3 likely to have positive effects through the support for new retail and service facilities 

but also the through the resistance to wholly residential use (i.e. the promotion of mixed 

use) for local residential accommodation. 

Heritage 
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WB6         

 

4.2.12 Likely to be positive effects on climate change (mitigation) through Sustainable Design 

elements (low carbon tech and so on). Also, policy is inherently protective of heritage 

assets so likely to have positive effects on the historic environment. The provisions of 

paragraph 5 should have positive effects for transport. 

4.2.13 WB5 likely to have indirect positive effect on health and wellbeing should the perception 

of crime be reduced. 

4.2.14 WB6 likely to have positive effects across a range of objectives due to its positive approach 

to the Weedon Depot (support for economic activity, community facilities, education, 

sports pitches and so on). 

Recreation and leisure 
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4.2.15 WB7 is likely to be positive effects a range of objectives through the creation of recreation 

and green space. Planting and habitat creation will have positive effects on biodiversity and 

climate change (mitigation), soil and water (improvement to water and soil quality), health 

(improved access to green/open spaces), transport (reducing dependency on cars) and the 

economy (a more attractive place to invest in). 

4.2.16 WB8 designates greenspaces. This policy in itself will have little effect on any objective as it 

is simply a designation. 
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4.2.17 WB9 through the creation of local and green routes should have positive effects on both 

health and transport objectives (encouraging walking / cycling and reducing the need for a 

car). 

Housing 

 

B
io

d
iv

er
si

ty
 

C
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
 

H
is

to
ri

c 

en
vi

ro
n

m
en

t 

La
n

d
, s

o
il 

an
d

 w
at

er
 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 

an
d

 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 

H
ea

lt
h

 a
n

d
 

w
el

l-
b

ei
n

g 

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
 

Ec
o

n
o

m
y 

an
d

 

en
te

rp
ri

se
 

WB10 See site assessment 
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WB12        

 

4.2.18 WB10/1 is likely to have positive effects on climate change (mitigation for overtopping), 

historic environment (mitigation should enhance the heritage assets), population and 

health (through providing mixed tenure housing). 

4.2.19 WB10/5 is has the potential for negative effects given that is in Flood zone 2 and 3. 

4.2.20 WB11 should have positive effects on both population and health and well-being through 

the provision if a significant amount of housing (121) at New Street. 

4.2.21 WB12 should have a positive effect given the issues faced by the Neighbourhood Area of 

an ageing population 

4.2.22 WB13 should have positive effects on population and health and well-being objectives 

through meeting housing for local needs on proposals of 10 units or more and ensuring a 

similar standard to market housing. 

Employment and tourism 
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4.2.23 WB14 is likely to be positive effects on health and well-being (employment and income 

being a crucial determinate of deprivation and positive health outcomes) and the economy 

(through encouraging of employment opportunities). 

4.2.24 WB15 likely to be positive through improving employment opportunities and therefore 

health outcomes. 
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Infrastructure 

 
B

io
d

iv
er

si
ty

 

C
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
 

H
is

to
ri

c 

en
vi

ro
n

m
en

t 

La
n

d
, s

o
il 

an
d

 

w
at

er
 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 

an
d

 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 

H
ea

lt
h

 a
n

d
 

w
el

l-
b

ei
n

g 

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
 

Ec
o

n
o

m
y 

an
d

 

en
te

rp
ri

se
 

WB16         

WB17         

WB18         

WB19         

WB20         

 

4.2.25 WB16 likely to be positive for climate change (adaption) through the provision of surface 

water drainage measures in policy. 

4.2.26 WB17 is likely to have positive effects for climate change (adaption) through the 

specification of a wide range of flood resilience measures. 

4.2.27 WB18 is likely to have positive effects on both water quality and human health (as a 

positive consequence of good water quality). 

4.2.28 WB19 is likely to have positive effects in the transport objective through improving local 

roads and access to new developments. 

4.3 Site assessment 

4.3.1 This section describes the likely effects on the SEA Framework guided by the site 

assessment in Table 3.2 and the justification and SEA conclusions in Table 3.3. The 

assessment has been undertaken on a site by site basis and has used the site assessment 

red / amber / green to flag up issues to be addressed. 
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Site WB10/1 (Site 3) 

4.3.2 The site scores poorly in that it is greenfield and has poor access to a secondary school 

(5.83 km). It is also directly adjacent to the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area which 

cuts through the north eastern portion of the parish. The policy sets out that “Layout and 

design should take into account the potential impact on the setting of the Canal Conservation 

Area, and proposals should include mitigation measures to ensure this significant heritage asset 

is enhanced by new development.” [our emphasis]. This wording may result in effects being 

minimised however it is considered that this could be strengthened to ensure that 

development more than ‘takes account’ of the impact but that any development should 

enhance the Conservation Area. 

4.3.3 The site is within 290 m of a Listed Building, 2 High Street. It is considered that given the 

location of the listed buildings to the south of the site that there is suitable ‘screening’ in 

terms of the built environment to afford these assets protection for development at this 

site.  

Site WB10/2 (Site 5) 

4.3.4 This large site (25 ha) performs poorly in terms of proximity to the centre (2 km), 

designation as greenfield and proximity to a secondary school (5.52 km).  

4.3.5 There are some significant conservation and historic asset constraints to the south of the 

site, specifically the former Weedon Barracks, Depot and Blast Houses. Historic England in 

correspondence dated 14 May identified issues with potential effects on the setting of the 

Weedon Depot complex: “Site WB9/2 [WB10/2] is also adjacent to the barracks and will 

also have impacts in its setting.” The site itself is some 200 m from the depot complex. The 

site topography is slightly sloping to the south and the River Nene allowing for a clear view 

of the complex and an open setting. Although this view is not protected in Policy WB1:  

‘Protecting and Enhancing Local Landscape Character and View’ aspects of it will be seen 

from View 7 and 8. There is also the matter of potential archaeological assets that could be 

discovered on the site as construction is commenced. Clearly then there is the potential for 

impacts on the heritage assets and their setting through the development of this site. The 

policy itself has provision to ensure that the openness of the site is retained and to protect 

the views of the depot complex. Policy WB1 provides some protection for these assets as 

does WB4 and WB6. Given the nationally important status of the Weedon Depot complex, 

the proximity of the heritage asset and the nature of the land between there is the 

potential for minor negative effects on this site. Saying that, a detailed mitigation strategy 

as part of proposed developments on the site may be able to mitigate this effect and 

planning applications should be required to submit a ‘Historic Environment’ statement 

setting out the approach to mitigation and that there will be, at a minimum, no adverse 

effect on heritage assets and their setting. 
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Site WB10/3 (New site) 

4.3.6 The site to the west of the plan area is far from the centre of the village and is greenfield. It 

is in close proximity to some listed buildings (Dairy Farmhouse and Fernhollow Farmhouse. 

It is some distance from a Conservation Area. The impact on the Listed Buildings and their 

settings is likely to be limited given the visual; screening provide by exiting farmhouses and 

mature trees. Saying that, the development (30 dwellings) is relatively large for that area 

and the scale of development might be an issue. It is recommended that any new 

development proposals submit a heritage / landscape study or assessment which 

demonstrates how they are going to prevent negative effects and enhance the setting of 

the area. This can be requested from the applicant through appropriate wording in the 

plans policers (either WB1 or site specific policies). 

Site WB10/4 (Site 9 - in part) 

4.3.7 The site scores poorly with regard to being greenfield and it is some distance from a 

secondary school (5.28 km). In terms of historic assets and the impact on them and their 

setting, the site is close to a number of Listed Buildings, notably those on Church Street 

(Weedon United Reform Church, The Old Manse and Ivydene). The site is partially 

screened by buildings on South Street and New Street and would form an extension to the 

built area already on South Street / New Street. It may be seen in protected view 2 

however and any development should include an effective screening / landscaping strategy 

to ensure no effects on this view. It is likely that development on this site would have a 

minor negative effect in this regard. It is considered that it is suitably screened from the 

Grand Union Canal Conservation Area so as to not have an impact upon it. It is likely that 

development on this site would have a negligible effect in this regard 

Site WB10/5 (Site 10) 

4.3.8 This site scores poorly in terms of its greenfield status and its proximity to a secondary 

school (5.3 km). There are a number of ‘Amber’ scores for proximity to medical / health 

services and to Local Wildlife Sites. 

4.3.9 The site sits adjacent to a train line and is in Flood Zones 2 and 3. It also sits in close 

proximity to the Church of St Peter and St Paul and the Grand Union Canal Conservation 

Area. This being said, it is likely that development with a low maximum height would be 

screened by the railway line to the east of the site (where it rises to a bridge over Church 

Street. There are no protected views affected. The development of this site is likely to have 

a negligible effect on historic assets and their setting but might be affected by flooding 

hence the requirement for a sequential and exception test. 

Site WB10/6 (Site 12) 

4.3.10 This site performs poorly in terms of its status as greenfield and its proximity to a 

secondary school (5.5 km). It is also directly adjacent to the Grand Union Canal 

Conservation Area (as well as being in close proximity to Manor Farmhouse and 2, High 
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Street). It is considered that the effects on Listed Buildings is to a large extent mitigated by 

existing buildings that would screen the site from a range of locations. This is enhanced 

through the existence of tree planting along the canal and road, which should be retained. 

4.3.11 The site is located in protected view 1 (at the origin) and it is difficult to see how mitigation 

of any sort would mitigate impact on this view (other than providing a footpath to the 

south of the site so the remaining view would be retained). This being the case there are 

likely to be minor negative effects on the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area (given the 

effect on the view) which could be significant dependant on the effectiveness of the 

mitigation strategy. 

Site WB10/7 (Site ‘13’) 

4.3.12 This site performs poorly in terms of its location to medical / health services and proximity 

to secondary schools. In terms of heritage assets, it is about 100 m from the Grand Union 

Canal Conservation Area and 170 m from the nearest Listed Building (2, High Street). The 

site itself is enclosed by the surrounding buildings and the proposal is for 2 dwellings. This 

being the case it is likely that the effect this site has on heritage assets and their setting will 

be negligible. 

Cumulative and synergistic effects 

4.3.13 The SEA Regulations require a consideration of cumulative effects and synergistic effects of 

the draft plan. The only potential significant effects identified are those to the historic 

environment and their setting. These are assets of national importance and thus have a 

high sensitivity to potential impacts. The allocations proposed avoid the Weedon Depot 

and Blast House Complex at the centre of the Neighbourhood Area and policy WB1 

provides a certain degree of protection. However, some key views, such as protected view 

1, 2 and potentially 7 are being impacted on. It is here that the cumulative nature of the 

development outlined in the plan is likely to be felt most keenly as it is not just the 

individual views and their effect on the setting in isolation that are important but also the 

cumulative exposure to new development as you pass through Weedon Bec. These effects 

are likely to be negative but can be addressed with the appropriate mitigation which Policy 

WB4: ‘Protection of Built Heritage and High Quality Design’ seeks to do. It is suggested that 

a conservation / heritage strategy is developed for Weedon Bec to provide a strategic 

approach to providing development and planning for mitigation in the long-term. 

4.4 Conclusion 

4.4.1 Fundamentally, the likely significant effects of the plan focus on the potential significant 

effects on the historic assets and their setting in the Neighbourhood Area. Minor negative 

effects have been identified on some of the sites allocated. There are some policies in the 

Plan that should help to minimise these effects (e.g. Policy WB4 Protection of Built 

Heritage and High Quality Design) as well as some site specific polices such as those for the 

Weedon Depot. Nonetheless there is a high level of uncertainty in the implementation of 

the policies in these areas. For example, WB4 sets out that: “New development should 
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enhance and reinforce the local distinctiveness and historic character of the area…”, “New 

residential development should protect the area’s historic settlement pattern…”, and 

“Development proposals should seek to preserve and enhance the character of the village 

and surrounding scattered rural settlements and farmsteads. Schemes will be expected to 

conserve and protect the integrity and fabric of historic buildings and their settings, 

particularly where new uses are proposed, through the use of appropriate styles and 

sustainable locally distinctive materials such as local sandstone and red brick for elevations 

and thatched and slate roofs. The height of new buildings should not obscure the Special 

Local Views set out in Policy WB1.” It is considered that some of these policies, specifically 

the site specific policies could be strengthened to demonstrate whether (through a 

conservation / heritage strategy) there is a cohesive approach to marrying development to 

conservation in Weedon Bec or specify a ‘mini’ master plan to demonstrate the mitigation 

that would be used / proposed (in outline) to mitigate potential effects. 

4.4.2 Saying this, there are a number of positive effects of the plan, not least on human health, 

housing, economic prosperity and access to recreation to name a few examples. This 

should be commended and in particular the approach to sustainable design and energy 

efficiency. 

4.4.3 Other than the potential effects on the historic environment, there have been no other 

significant effects identified. This is due to both the small scale of the impacts identified 

but also the sensitivity of the ‘receiving environment’. 

4.5 Recommendations 

4.5.1 The next iteration of the WBNP should seek to include a policy or polices that require 

applicants to undertake and submit a ‘heritage assessment’ of their proposals. This 

assessment should demonstrate that the applications are in conformity with the policies in 

the plan but should also set out: 

 that the proposal will not have a negative effect on the heritage assets in Weedon 
Bec; 

 that the proposals will have, as a minimum, have a negligible effect and that as a 
preference the proposal should have a positive (or enhancing) effect on the 
heritage assets and their setting; and 

 that the cumulative effects of the proposals have been considered in the context 
of the two bullets above and the wider setting of Weedon Bec. 

4.5.2 These recommendations should be considered through the next iteration of plan making 

for the WBNP. 
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5 Next steps 
5.1 Introduction (to part 4)  

The Environmental Report must include… 

 Measures envisaged concerning monitoring 

 

5.1.1 This section explains the next steps (i.e. steps subsequent to consultation on the Pre-

submission Plan in-line with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations) 

that will be taken as part of plan-making / SEA.  

5.1.2 It should be noted that the SEA process is iterative, i.e. there are various points at which 

feedback between the SEA and the plan-making process occurs. This means that 

subsequent to this consultation, comments on the Plan and the Environmental Report will 

be considered prior to an update to the Environmental Report for Regulation 15. 

5.2 Plan finalisation and adoption 

5.2.1 Regulation 15, of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, requires that the Parish 

Council submit (to the Local Authority) the ‘Proposed’ Plan and a ‘Consultation Statement’.  

The Consultation Statement must describe issues or concerns raised through the Pre-

submission Plan / Environmental Report consultation and how these were addressed when 

preparing the Proposed Plan for submission.  An updated Environmental Report may be 

needed at this stage. 

5.2.2 Regulation 16 then requires that the Local Authority ‘publicises’ the Proposed Plan so that 

stakeholders can make representations that may then be considered at Examination.  It will 

be appropriate for the Local Authority to also publicise the updated Environmental Report, 

with a view to informing representations. 

5.2.3 Regulation 17 requires that the Local Authority submits (to the person appointed to carry 

out the Examination) the Proposed Plan and a copy of any representations which have 

been made in accordance with Regulation 16.  It may be appropriate for the Local 

Authority to also submit the updated Environmental Report, with a view to informing the 

Examination.   

5.2.4 Regulations 18 and 19 require that, subsequent to the Examination, the Local Authority 

publishes the Examiner’s Report and a Decision Statement.  The Decision Statement sets 

out whether or not the Local Authority is prepared to ‘make’ (i.e. adopt) the plan.  If the 

Local Authority is prepared to make the plan, then a referendum can be held.  It may be 

appropriate for the Local Authority to also publish an updated Environmental Report, with 

a view to informing the Referendum.   
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5.2.5 Regulation 20 states what the Local Authority must do when the plan is ‘made’ (i.e. 

adopted).  An SEA Statement is required under the SA Regulations and must be published 

alongside the made Plan.  The SEA Statement must present: 

 information on the decision, i.e. must explain why the final plan approach was 
decided-upon in light of SEA and consultation; and 

 measures decided concerning monitoring. 

5.3 Monitoring 

5.3.1 At the current stage – i.e. in the Environmental Report - there is a need to present ‘a 

description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring’.  In light of the assessment 

findings presented in Part 3 of this report, there are no monitoring measures proposed. 
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Appendix A: Regulatory requirements 
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Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans Regulations 2004 explains the information 

that must be contained in the Environmental Report; however, interpretation of Schedule 2 is not 

straightforward.  The table below interprets Schedule 2 requirements. 

 

 

  

Interpretation Schedule 2 
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Appendix B: SEA Framework 
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SEA topic SEA objective Suggested criteria Suggested threshold 

Biodiversity 1. Protect, and where possible 
enhance, all biodiversity and 
geological features. 

Proximity to the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits 
Ramsar and Special Protection Area (SPA). 

<400 m 

400 m – 5 km 

>5 km 

Proximity to the Everdon Stubbs, Ramsden 
Corner, and Bugbrooke Meadows SSSIs. 

<400 m 

400 m – 800 m 

>800 m 

Proximity to a local nature reserve, a local 
wildlife sites, or area of biodiversity action plan 
priority habitat. 

Adjacent to a designated area 

<400 m of a designated area 

>400 m of a designated area 

Effects on protected trees. Site includes more than one 
tree protected by a 
Preservation Order 

Site includes one tree protected 
by a Preservation Order 

Site does not include trees 
protected by a Preservation 
Order 

Climate change 2. Promote climate change mitigation 
in Weedon Bec. 

Accessibility to a bus stop (with at least a half-
hourly service during the day). 

>800 m 

400m – 800 m 

<400 m 

Distance to town or local centre or village shop. >800 m 

250 m – 800 m  

<250 m 
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SEA topic SEA objective Suggested criteria Suggested threshold 

3. Support the resilience of Weedon 
Bec to the potential effects of 
climate change. 

Within a flood risk zone (fluvial). Zone 3 

Zone 2 

Zone 1 

Areas at risk of surface water (based on EA 
surface flood risk classification). 

High  

Medium 

Low 

Historic 
environment and 
landscape 

4. Protect, maintain Conserve and 
enhance Weedon Bec’s cultural 
heritage resources, including its 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings 
archaeological assets. 

5. Support access and the 
interpretation of the historic 
environment. 

6. Improve the quality if the historic 
environment 

7. Address Heritage at Risk 

8. Respect, maintain and strengthen 
local character and distinctiveness? 

Located within a conservation area Intersects with 

0 – 50 m  

>50 m 

Contains, or is located adjacent to scheduled 
monuments 

Intersects with or is within 10 m  

10 – 25 m 

>25 m distant 

Contains, or is located adjacent to listed 
buildings 

Intersects with or is within 10 m  

10 – 25 m  

>25 m 

9. Protect and enhance the character 
and quality of landscapes and 
townscapes. 

Located within a conservation area Intersects with 

0 – 50 m  

>50 m 

Land, soil and 
water resources 

10. Ensure the more efficient use of 
land and the use of suitably 
located previously developed land 

Located on previously developed land 
(brownfield)? 

Yes / in part / no 
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SEA topic SEA objective Suggested criteria Suggested threshold 

(brownfield) and buildings. Located on an area of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land? 

Grade 1 or 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Located on a nitrate vulnerable zone Yes / in part / no 

Population and 
community 

11. Provide everyone with the 
opportunity to live in good quality, 
affordable housing, and ensure an 
appropriate mix of dwelling sizes, 
types and tenures within their 
communities. 

It is not considered possible to spatially assess against this objective i.e. it cannot be 
shown how the physical attributes of a site area can meaningful illustrate the effects 
on this objective. 

12. Cater for existing and future 
residents’ needs as well as the 
needs of different groups in the 
community, and improve equality 
of access to local, high-quality 
community services and facilities. 

Distance to nearest healthcare facility. >1 km 

400 m-1 km  

<400 m 

Distance to recreation facilities >1 km 

400 m-1 km  

<400 m 

Distance to town or local centre or village shop >1 km 

400 m-1 km  

<400 m 

Distance to primary school >1.6 km 

800 m-1.6 km  

<800 m  
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SEA topic SEA objective Suggested criteria Suggested threshold 

Distance to secondary school >1.6 km 

800 m-1.6 km  

<800 m 

Health and well-
being 

13. Promote the health and well-being 
of Weedon Bec residents including 
access to open spaces and the river 
corridor. 

Walking distance to nearest healthcare facility. >2 km 

500 m - 2 km 

<500 m or less 

Distance to recreation facilities >1 km 

400 m – 1 km  

400 m or less  

Proximity to a playground >400 m 

200 m – 400 m 

<200 m 

Proximity to an area of open space >400 m or results in the loss of 
over 20% of the total area of an 
open space 

200 m – 400 m 

<200 m 

Proximity to a cycle route >200 m 

100 m – 200 m 

<100 m 

Proximity to an amenity footpath >200 m 

100 m – 200 m 

<100 m 
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SEA topic SEA objective Suggested criteria Suggested threshold 

Transport 14. Promote sustainable transport use 
and reduce the need to travel. 

Accessibility to a bus stop (with at least a half-
hourly service during the day) 

>800 m  

400 m – 800 m 

<400 m 

Proximity to a cycle route >200 m 

100 m – 200 m 

<100 m 

Economy and 
enterprise 

15. Support and maintain a strong and 
sustainable local economy in the 
parish. 

It is not considered possible to spatially assess against this objective i.e. it cannot be 
shown how the physical attributes of a site area can meaningful illustrate the effects 
on this objective. 
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ABOUT AECOM 
In a complex and unpredictable world, where growing 

demands have to be met with finite resources, AECOM 

brings experience gained from improving quality of life 

in hundreds of places. 

We bring together economists, planners, engineers, 

designers and project managers to work on projects at 

every scale. We engineer energy efficient buildings and 

we build new links between cities. We design new 

communities and regenerate existing ones. We are the 

first whole environments business, going beyond 

buildings and infrastructure. 

Our Europe teams form an important part of our 

worldwide network of nearly 100,000 staff in 150 

countries. Through 360 ingenuity, we develop 

pioneering solutions that help our clients to  

see further and go further. 

www.aecom.com 
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