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 Tel: Weedon Bec (01327) 341057 
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19th July, 2016 
 
Mr M Jephcott 
Daventry District Council 
Lodge Road 
Daventry 
Northants 
NN11 4FP 
 
Without Prejudice 
By email and post 
 
 
Dear Mr Jephcott 
 
Jubilee Field Mound, Weedon Bec 
 
Thank you for forwarding the response from David Brack of Defence Infrastructure Organisation.  
 
Understandably, the response and more specifically, the lack of any meaningful substance, comes as 
a great disappointment to Weedon Bec Parish Council (WBPC). We would make the following initial 
observations in response to the letter, although clearly reserve the right to further comment as time 
progresses. We have addressed the letter in the order in which it is laid out. 
 
The correspondence begins by confirming that UXO could ‘provide a potential health and safety risk 
to contractors and other site users’. Whilst this is somewhat stating the obvious, and reconfirming the 
content of our previous statements, we appreciate the admission from the DIO that their waste poses 
a very significant threat.  
 
The DIO go on to reference a report compiled by WBPC in February 2016 and assert that this can in 
some way be construed that we were fully aware of the risks of unexploded ordnance (UXO) within 
The Mound prior to works. We would like to clarify that this report was compiled in light of the refusal 
of the DIO to accept that The Mound comprised of waste originating from their operations 
during ownership of the land.  
 
To suggest that this is in any way a risk assessment is somewhat disingenuous of the DIO. We would 
ask now, once again, whether the DIO are prepared to accept that the waste heap referred to as The 
Mound does, in fact, comprise of waste deposited during their ownership of the land. It is noted that 
the risk assessments conducted by other organisations, including the report compiled by Amec Foster 
Wheeler on their instruction, found no evidence that the site had been used as an unregistered and 
unlicensed dump for hazardous material including asbestos and live UXO. We would now ask 
why, in the face of undeniable evidence, the DIO are unable or unwilling to reassess their position and 
retract their statement that ‘there is no evidence to support these claims’.  
 
The DIO claim that they ‘cannot be held responsible for the costs arising from action or inaction of 
third parties to ensure known site hazards were suitable managed’. The principal contractor, WRS 
LTD, undertook UXO awareness training prior to the commencement of the project. This was 
undertaken DESPITE the failure of the DIO to acknowledge that they had dumped the waste, and 
failure of the DIO to realise that the irresponsible dumping of their UXO may pose a risk. It is fortunate 
that this  
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training was undertaken as it prevented a serious injury occurring during initial remedial works. We 
would suggest that the DIO CAN be held responsible for remediating land contaminated by their  
waste, waste which they acknowledge in paragraph 1 of their letter to ‘pose a potential health and 
safety risk’. 
 
In their fourth paragraph, the DIO acknowledge that they have certain responsibilities in respect of 
UXO, responsibilities that they no doubt consider they have currently fulfilled. In their own email of 
12th July they state that ‘They will also make an assessment on the need for further investigation/ 
clearance work.’ Are we to assume that the sum total of the ‘assessment’ is to confirm that UXO 
poses a threat?  
 
The DIO refer to the remediation works as ‘your development’ and we feel that it may be beneficial to 
clarify the basis of this ‘development’ and its current status. In short, there is no ‘development’. We 
are trying to arrange the removal of the DIO/MOD waste from Jubilee Field to render it safe for 
ongoing use. The waste was dumped by the DIO (or its predecessors) but they initially refused to 
accept this. WBPC embarked upon the remediation as we felt we were left with no option, and 
immediately found evidence to support our assertions. Works have now halted due to the increased 
risk of the site and WBPC have neither the intention, nor the capacity, to continue with any 
remediation works which we consider the responsibility of the waste originator.  
 
This waste belongs to the DIO and we ask that they take immediate steps to put things right. The 
perception is, regrettably, that the DIO have spent the last three days discussing whether they can 
‘get away with it’ and not discussing whether they should be resolving this situation. The MOD clearly 
has the capacity to immediately assume security of the site, and its remediation. Ongoing security to 
protect the site has a cost implication and WBPC are unable to continue the upfront funding 
indefinitely.  
 
We trust that the above makes the view of WBPC, and the wider community, clear and look forward to 
hearing your position on the matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Sue Halkett 
On behalf of the Parish Council 
 
cc  by direct email to: 
Mr Chris Heaton-Harris MP 
County Cllr Mr Robin Brown 
District Cllr Mr Johnnie Amos 
District Cllr Mr Adam Brown 
District Cllr Mr David Smith 
Mrs Karen Pell (Daventry District Council) 
Mr Paul Knight (Daventry District Council) 
Mrs Maria Taylor (Daventry District Council) 
Mr Jamie Bartley, WRS 
 


