Walk 3 – Around the Pubs
High Street
17 Crossroads Inn
The Crossroads comprises the white cottage on the corner once a toll house for the Northampton to Warwick
Turnpike which opened in 1771. It has been suggested that it may also have served the Old Stratford to Dunchurch
Turnpike, authorised in 1706. The red- brick building adjacent to it was bought in 1804 by James Booth, coal
merchant and haulier. It was a police station between 1846 and 1861. It is not clear where the police were
accommodated from 1861until 1870 when a station was built further up the hill on the Daventry Road. From 1861
the house was occupied by F B Swann, surgeon and then Dr Webster who died in 1925. Soon after it became the
Refectory Cafe run by a Mrs Boyd until the 1940s, when it was taken over by Janet Daniels and became known as
Jan's Folly. It was extended in the 1960s and its name changed to the Crossroads and it became a restaurant and is
now a pub/restaurant with rooms.
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19 The Heart of England
The Heart of England was formerly known as the New Inn. Until reorganisation of the parish boundaries, in spite of
its proximity to Weedon it was in Dodford Parish. The former boundary between the parishes was then the lane
running behind the present fish and chip shop and the Brinjol Reastaurant.
The original inn has a date stone of 1742. By 1835 it was acquired by Ralph Humphrey. With the arrival of the
railway in 1838 he spotted an opportunity to increase his trade and was offering superior accommodation for
railway passengers at the New Inn and Railway Accommodation House. The additions to either side of the original
inn are late Victorian.
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18 Bull Inn
The Bull Inn was probably the earliest and most well-known coaching inn in the village and was used by drovers who
kept animals on land at the rear. Village business was carried out there including auctions and manorial courts twice
a year. It is thought to have been called the Bull in the 1750’s when an inn near the church of the same name ceased
trading. It was a substantial building for its time. The main house and outbuildings are now a residential close.
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24 The Globe Hotel
The Globe Hotel was built in the mid 19C as a posting house and inn and traded as a hotel for many years. Horses
could be stabled and rested. In the 1914 edition of Kelly's trade directory it was described as "the Globe Hotel and
Hunting Establishment, centre of Grafton and Pytchley country: 28 loose boxes: terms moderate: motor garage, pit
etc". It closed as a hotel in the early 21C and was acquired by Tesco and converted into a convenience store in 2012.

25 The High Street
This main thoroughfare in Road Weedon developed as a commercial and retail centre mostly in the 19C and early
20C. When its fortunes were at a height it had a full range of shops including a post office, grocers, drapers and a
garage (Clarkes, now on the A5 to the south) which used to run a bus and taxi service. Buildings have interesting
architectural details which date from this time. On the south side just below the bridge over the canal is a striking
building which can be identified as a former bank, the Northampton Union bank, later the NatWest. The antique
shop south of Helios was once a branch of WH Smith.
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The earliest reference to the Wheat sheaf is 1751. George Henry Clarke became landlord in 1913 or 1914. After the
WW1 his sons Harry and George established Clarkes Bros car repair and taxi service at the rear of the premises. By
1926 they had two charabancs and entered the local bus service market. In 1931 they sold out to United Counties
Bus Service. Their garage moved to its present site after the WW11.
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Formerly a branch of the Northampton Union Bank, later becoming a branch of the National Westminster Bank.
28 Watling Street (A5)
One of the oldest roads in England; it runs from Canterbury via St Albans to Wroxeter. It was originally a British track
but later became a Roman road. Through Weedon it was the route of the Northampton to Warwick turnpike and
was altered in the 1770’s when a new road was made down Flore Hill. The 4 miles between Weedon and Daventry
were contiguous with the Old Stratford and Dunchurch turnpike and served by the former Toll House (17) which now
forms part of the Crossroads Inn.
On older maps the Old Stratford to Dunchurch Turnpike has a toll gate on Stowe Hill. Understood, probably from
John Smith, who did a lot of research on Road Weedon, that with the construction of the Northampton Warwick
Turnpike that they then shared the toll house in Road Weedon. Can't find the document at the moment.
30 Wheatsheaf
The earliest reference to the Wheat sheaf is 1751. George Henry Clarke became landlord in 1913 or 1914. Still
trading today.

