Walk 1 – Canal
General information
3 St Werburgh and the Geese
St Werburgh was a Saxon (Mercian) princess (daughter of King

Wulfere of Mercia). When Wulfere died Werburgh was given the
‘palace’ at Weedon to establish a nunnery by her brother Ethelred.
Two miracles are supposed to have taken place at Weedon. The
best known is of the wild geese that were damaging the crops.
When the villagers asked Werburgh to come to their aid, she
instructed that the geese be rounded up. She remonstrated with
them and they promised to leave, but in the meantime, one of her
servants killed and cooked one of the geese leaving only the bones.
In their anger they flew round and round the nunnery making a
great noise. Werburgh gathered the bones and restored the goose
to life whereupon they flew off and have never ruined the crops
again. Another miracle is of her cowherd Alnoth who was being
badly beaten by her bailiff. When the bailiff wouldn’t stop in spite of
Werburgh falling on her knees and pleading with him, his head was turned so that it faced backwards. It
wasn’t until he desisted from beating Alnoth that his head was turned back again. Alnoth became a
religious hermit in Stowe Woods where he was murdered
She died circa 700 AD and was buried at Hanbury. In 875 AD her relics were moved to Chester where a
Minster was founded in her honour. Her Saints day is on the 3rd February. St Werburgh is still remembered
in Weedon in the form of a weather vane on the church tower in the shape of a goose and a stained glass
Window.
The village sign was erected to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth 2nd in 2002.
4 Fireman’s flats
Built around 1900 for members of the Depot Fire Brigade, the flats overlook Jubilee Field. These flats are typical in
design of bigger versions of fireman’s family housing found in large towns. Descendants of the original firemen still
live in the village.

6 Thatched house and buildings in Church Street
The thatched building below is listed and has had multiple uses in its time. It is thought to have once been where a
very early local market was held. It was also the village workhouse and later a bakery, the ovens exist inside. It was
also the Shoulder of Mutton pub. The photograph of the prominent tiled building has a date stone of 1729.
This range of buildings 4, 6 and 8 Church St has had multiple uses in its time and has been surveyed by building
experts. The present cafe is believed to have been a town house used for administrative purposes. The Shoulder of
Mutton Inn occupied part of this range but it is thought that all of the premises may have formed a large coaching
inn before the advent of the turnpike roads. There is documentary evidence that coaches used to leave the Watling
St/ A5 and pass through Lower Weedon before rejoining the main road.

8 The United Reformed Church
The United Reformed Church was built in 1792 to replace older meeting houses in Flore and Weedon, possibly
because the congregations had to previously meeting in farmer’s barns. Its architecture reflects the growing
prosperity of agricultural communities at that time. It had its own Sunday school room at the rear which is still used
as a meeting place. The church community is still a very active.

10 Railway viaduct Bridge Street and Church Street
The railway viaduct can be seen at Bridge Street but more spectacularly near St Peter & Paul’s Church, the first
photograph below is of Church Street.
The London to Birmingham railway was originally built in 1835 and opened in 1838, originally the station in Weedon
was to the south of the Daventry Road. The railway lines were at the same level as the canal arm going into the
Depot and a portion of the track had to be removed to allow the boats carrying gunpowder, into the Depot. In 1888
the track was raised to carry it over the canal and a new station was built north of the High Street. (see picture
below)
The former site of the station became the goods yard, part of which is now the current Boatyard/Marina. Nothing is
left of the old station but a small house at the entrance to the Boatyard now called Station House which was thought
to have been the station master’s house. The new station operated until 1958.

11 Canal aqueduct
In comparison to the Railway viaduct the Great Union Canal aqueduct is of a much simpler construction and the
bridge arches much lower.

16 Puddlebank and Pocket Park
This curiously named path (formerly called Church Walk) came into being when the canal viaduct was built and
proved a convenient and secluded short cut taken by officers from the Depot to St Peter and St Paul’s church. The
canal is lined with clay which is ‘puddled’, trodden to get air pockets out; clay puddle helps waterproof the canal and
the bank, and possibly the name of the path.
The Pocket Park is maintained by a group of volunteers as an accessible wildlife park and is used by village school as
an outdoor classroom.

Above: Pocket Park
Left: Puddlebank footpath at the rear of
the Church, step to private moorings at
the canal

29 River Nene (pronounced NEN) The River Nene is the 10th longest river in the United Kingdom navigable for 88
miles from Northampton to the Wash. It rises from three sources in Northamptonshire. The Nene has several
headwaters, but the Fawsley Stream is the main one rising from the source at the neighbouring village of Everdon. A
dam was built to the west of Weedon, after the village suffered disastrous flooding in 1998. The Environment Agency
built this to contain floodwater in the catchment area, of which the key component is a 6.5 ton, 2 metre diameter
Hydro-Brake® Flow Control device located in the dam, supplied by Hydro International.

31 Jubilee Field. Jubilee Field is a ‘Field in Trust’ which means it is a protected, vital open space in the village. The
village centre car park fronts onto Bridge Street which holds around 30 vehicles when full. Weedon FC use the pitch
area for their matches and there is play equipment at the far end. The ‘mound’ of contaminated soil in the far
corner has recently been removed. This made news headlines as unexploded ordnance was found amongst the
contamination.

34 Hitching posts
The hitching posts are just off Equestrian Way and on a cobbled area which was once part of the Royal Ordnance
Depot. This is the place that the cavalry horses were tied up. Photo shows a team of volunteers clearing the moss
from between the stones.

Thanks to Weedon Bec History Society for their help, advice and photographs.

