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Annual Parish Meeting
Wednesday 27th April 2016
at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall, West Street
This meeting is for you, our residents and is hosted by the
Parish Council. There are a few formalities we have to go
through, an opportunity to listen to our guest speakers and then
the floor is yours. It is an informal meeting where you can bring
to our attention any concerns, any good or bad points or matters
that you would like to see progressed by the Council.
Guest Speakers in attendance:
WRS
(Contractors who are going to remove the mound). Will be able to answer your questions and give you an update on timings etc.
Owner of the Depot
Mike Chittenden
Giving his plans for the Depot
Northants County Council
(plans for the bypass—either in person or maps/flyers)
Local Groups: Weedon Bec Pocket Park Committee
Weedon Bec Trust

Chairman of the Parish Council - Sharing what the
Council has been doing on your behalf
Let’s hear from our Residents!
Meeting will close around 9.00 pm

My First Love Letter by Brenda Barnett aged 90
In 1929, we all started school even though we were only four years old and were in
mixed classes. I think I was only about 5 when one playtime a boy put a piece of
paper into my hand and dashed off.
Whatever was it???? I took myself to the corner of the playground, far away from
everybody and opened it. It read “Brenda, I love you”.
To say I was frightened was putting it mildly. Somewhere in my child-like
innocence, I thought it was a really naughty think to do. I must NOT tell anyone,
especially not my mother or any other child in the class. However, what to do with
this ‘red hot’ piece of paper – that was what pre-occupied my thoughts for the rest
of the day… I couldn’t burn it, as I was not allowed anywhere near the fire – my
only option – I must hide it – but where?
I had a little brown attaché case which cost me 6d (2.5p), which I had bought from
bottom Woolworths in Gold Street in Northampton. I will hide it in there and then
hide the case behind the curtain, which I did, still scared in case anyone saw me.

This photograph and text have been taken from David Blagroves’s excellent book
Waterways of Northamptonshire, published by Northants Libraries and Information
Services. It shows the earlier bridge in Road Weedon carrying the A45 over the canal
which was replaced when road-widening was carried out.
By the end of WWI many thousands of men had learned to drive lorries. The
Government disposed of large numbers of surplus vehicles for very reasonable
sums. Many ex-servicemen sank their life-savings into acquiring lorries. They began
to make substantial inroads on both canal and rail transport. On 12 December 1924
one such lorry coming from the Daventry direction ran out of control on the steep hill
and made a large hole in the parapet of the bridge.

I don’t know how long I kept it for but I NEVER told a soul until the day about 40
years later when I told his brother – do you remember, Arthur?
I never knew that the boy even liked me as I had RED hair.

Age UK activities

Weedon Bec History Society
Art Club: A friendly, relaxed Club open to beginners and competent artists.
We meet every Thursday morning during term time, 10.00am/12.00noon. £4.20 .

Community Litter Pick
Saturday April 9th
10 am - 12 noon
Meet at Jubilee Field car park where gloves, hoops, bags and sticks will be available
for use. We hope to cover all areas of the village not generally covered by our two
litter pickers. These includes Puddlebank, canal towpath, Farthingstone Road,
Lovers Lane etc.
If you have a spare hour or two, please come along and join in. Tea/coffee and
bacon rolls will be available from the Football Club’s food Sideline Café
Call Sue Halkett on 341057 for more information.
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Bridge Club: A friendly, non-competitive club open to beginners and
improvers. We meet every Tuesday morning 10.00 am/12.00 noon. £2.50
IPad/Tablet and Computer classes: Call for more information
Photography Club: This is a fun, relaxed club suitable for beginners and
experienced residents. We meet on the last Wednesday of the month from
10.00am to 12.00 noon. £2.50
All activities are ‘pay as you go’
All classes are held at 31 Billing Road, Northampton.
For full details contact Age UK Northamptonshire on 01604 611200
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COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM
The Community Pay Back team will be back in the village on Saturday April 2nd and
9th. If anyone would like to come along and help with some jobs, please come
down at 10.00am to church gates or anytime through till 3pm. Suitable clothing and
some gloves would be advised.
This team have done some great work so far along with help from some village
residents (thank you!) in the ‘under arches’ area, around the churchyard and in the
Pocket Park. It is a real boost to have so many pairs of hands to help and it
certainly is making a very positive difference for our village.
They also like to come to Weedon because we make them a cuppa during their
lunch break! This work has and is being done in return for a small donation of just
£100.
We are looking for other projects / ideas around the village that would be
appropriate for group working - so do let us know.
Ring Sue Butler on 341680 or drop an email: suebutler@Hotmail.com

HIGHWAYS WARDEN

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at
Jubilee Field.
Notes from the minutes of the Parish Council’s February Meeting
During the recent storms a tree came down at the rear of Jubilee Field, across the
footpath of Bridge Street, which bought down an overhead power cable. The Council wishes to thank the Police, Western Power, Ian Cole and David Jack (Local Tree
Works) for their help in this instance.
Churchyard: The District Council/Amey had undertaken work in the churchyard
Mound: The Council agreed to apply to the Department for Communities and
Local Government for a Public Works Loan Board. Four annuity options and four
EIP options were given to the Councillors who agreed to go with an annuity loan
over 30 years. Breakdown: £215,000 paid back over 30 years @ 3.40% £11,488.28 per year (total £344,648.40 or £8.68 per household per year approx).
Human Energy: A road race will take place on the 21st June. Croft Way playing
field will be used as their car parking area.

If you spot any pot holes or any
problems with footpaths, verges or roads, email Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for Weedon Bec.

Planning Decisions, received from the Distrct Council:
DA/2015/0606 Jubilee Field, Bridge Street
Construction of single storey building for use as community and sports facility with
associated welfare and first floor plant room - Granted.

weedonroads@hotmail.com

Planning Applications considered by the Parish Council
DA/2016/0020 The Bramble Patch. Extension to existing office including first
floor extension.
DA/2016/0032 10 West Street. Demolition of single storey extension and outbuildings. Construction of single storey extension .
DA/2016/0061 4 The Greys. Work to tree subject of Tree Preservation Order
DA226.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry
Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am
Saturday 5.00 pm
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm

Parish Priest: Mgr Sean Healy Tel: 01327 300248

Council also submitted a letter to the District Council regarding their dismay in the
recently approved application for the land at Stowe Hill - no response received.
Notes from the minutes of the Parish Council’s March Meeting
South Street. Concerns about speeding in South Street were bought to the
Council’s attention. Council agreed to get some speeding signs. It was also
requested to look at a 20 mph speed limit for other areas of the village. Council
agreed to ask the County Council and report back to April meeting.
Best Village Sign. A sign will be put on the gateway for Queen Street, this had
to be ordered specially due to the size.
Bins on Ellands Lane. Council were concerned about the state of the bins on
Ellands Lane so would write officially to Canal & Rivers Trust.
Continued over page
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Annual Parish Meeting. WRS (mound contractors), Depot owner,
County Council re bypass and village groups would be invited to attend.
Elections: Timetable has been received. (note: papers have now
also been received).
Under Arches parking. Council has given the go ahead to a contractor to undertake the work to make the two arches, close to the road (church side) available
for off road parking.
Play area inspections: Wicksteed has been instructed to undertake the
official, annual inspection of the play equipment in Weedon.
Planning Applications considered
DA/2016/0020 The Bramble Patch. Extension to existing office including first floor
extension.
Consultations responded to:
• Daventry District Council’s Part 2a Settlements & Countryside Local Plan and
Part 2B Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show people Local Plan
• Northamptonshire County Council’s Northampton Northern Orbital Route
• Daventry District Council’s future bin collections

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
If anyone is willing to put themselves forward and stand as
a Parish Councillor at the forthcoming elections in May,
please contact Sue Halkett on 341057 who will drop off the
election papers to you.
The Good Councillors Guide is on our website and gives
information on what is required.
Deadline for submission to the
District Council is 7th April.
Please consider standing to help your
community.
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk
4

Support Group for Grandparents Taking Off in
Northampton
A support group set up to help grandparents who have little
or no contact with their grandchildren is gaining support in
Northampton.
Founder Marion Turner, originally started a group in Milton Keynes following a difficult family situation that meant she lost contact with her grandson over two years
ago.
‘I have been amazed at how many grandparents find themselves in situations where,
very often through no fault of their own, they lose contact, or sometimes access to
their grandchildren’ Marion goes on to say ‘The idea of the group isn’t to solve the
grandparent's problems but, an opportunity for them to meet others in similar situations and share what they are going through.’
Monthly meetings are held at the Turnpike Beefeater Harpole. To find out more visit
the website: www.granpart.co.uk or call Marion on: 07842146637
25

Grasscutting
The Parish Council promised to keep residents informed about the forthcoming grass cutting routines for the year.
Playing Fields: We have a new contractor for the playing fields and he has
completed the first cut. There should be 16 cuts this year with the option of a further
two, if required. The contractor has stated that he will do all playing fields in one
day, weather permitting and should be 1 in March, 3 in April, May, June & July, 2 in
August & September, and 1 in October.

A message from the Parish Council Chairman
In the last newsletter, I mentioned that it is election year for Weedon and
voting takes place on Thursday 5th May to elect your Parish Councillors.
However, the voting will only take place if we have more than 13 people
who come forward to be considered for the role of Councillor. There is a straight
forward application to be completed that must be lodged with the Elections Officer
by the very latest 7th April. Forms are available from our Clerk. If you can spare
some time to help with this role, please do think about stepping forward.

Verges: Will be starting shortly. We are awaiting their rough date cuts and will
update you in the next newsletter.

Being a Parish Councillor can be very rewarding – yes, there are some everyday
matters that need to be dealt with. If you can spare some time to volunteer for this
role, there are lots of interesting projects to help deliver good things for our village
and listen to the needs and concerns of our residents.

WEEDON BEC WALKS
The Parish Council is considering putting together another walks booklet
and our Path Warden, Chris Buesnel has plotted two walks so far. If anyone
has any ideas for a few shorter ones, not already covered in the last booklet,
please let Sue Halkett know on 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinterent.com.

WANTED

WEEDON BEC PARISH
COUNCIL

BRIDGE PLAYERS

You can now keep up to
date with the latest news
and information from
Weedon Bec Parish Council
via Facebook.
www.facebook.com/
weedonbecpc

To join our small friendly mixed
abilities group.
We play Chicago Bridge on a
Thursday evening
from 7.30pm to 10pm in Weedon.
For further information or an
informal chat please contact
Kath Charlett on 01327 340108

The project to finally deal with the Mound, once and for all, is imminent and the contractor is appointed to start in the summer. Please come along to the Annual Parish
Meeting on Wednesday 27th April at 7.00pm in the Village Hall to hear more..
Finally, I would like to send out a HUGE THANKS to all those wonderful responsible
dog owners who clear up after their dogs. Alas, it is such a shame that there are still
some irresponsible dog owners out there who don’t clear up, which is why there is
spray painted dog poo all around the village to highlight the mess not cleared up.
One day, the walking route to school on West Street was littered with dog poo – at
least 15 messes - and some on the doorstep’s of peoples’ home. How disgusting is
that? Simply put – please clear up after your dog. It is now an offence to not clear
up after your dog and could result in a fine of up to £1,000.
Thanks for reading.
Sue Butler
We are delighted to announce the opening of a new
Rainbow Unit for Weedon. Our first meeting will be
on: Wednesday, 13th April from 16.45 – 17.45hrs.
Venue: Weedon Bec Primary School Hall
Rainbows is the youngest section of Girlguiding and
is for girls aged between five and seven years old.
The programme is based on four jigsaw pieces: Look, Learn, Laugh and
Love, with an emphasis on having FUN. We already have six girls waiting
to join our new unit and are looking forward to welcoming many more.
We will meet every Wednesday during term time.

101
The number for all non-emergencies
and enquiries
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If you know a girl who would be interested in joining Rainbows or you
would like to find out more, please contact: Ginette Pilkington or
Bernadette Owens on weedonrainbows1@gmail.com.
We also have some spaces in our Brownie Unit, so if you have a 7-10
year old girl who would like to join Brownies or find out more about it,
please contact Ginette on weedonbrownies2@gmail.com
5

WEEDON BEC HISTORY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR
2016

Badby Park Ltd
are currently looking for healthcare assistants

25 April
Roy Smart: Another Icarus; The Rise and Fall of Percy Pilcher
A return visit by Roy, a former Royal Navy pilot, air display director and aviation consultant, who tells the story of an aviation pioneer whose historic and noble quest for
flight ended tragically in a quiet corner of a Northamptonshire field. He presents this
magnificent man and his flying machines in a colourful context of myth, local history
and the beginnings of flight.
26 September
Chris Salaman: Liverymen
This talk by Chris, a Red Badge Guide for the City of London, had to be postponed
from last year. It is about the origin of Liverymen, their purpose and achievements,
the role they play in today’s City and the resulting effect they have had over the last
500 years.
31 October
Kevin Varty: Dead and Buried
Two return visits this year from Kevin, a very entertaining speaker! The first on
Halloween night is about the gruesome story of one of man’s oldest fears, premature
burial and bodysnatching. This talk follows 2014’s Black Feathers to Black
Underwear.
28 November
Kevin Varty: Pictures in the Parlour
Kevin’s second talk is a history of magic lanterns, invented in the 1650s, some two
hundred years before photography. The talk covers developments in the lanterns
from their heyday in the 1870s and ends with a re-creation of a magic lantern show
giving an insight into family entertainment in the Victorian era. All the lanterns, glass
slides, jokes (and groans) are original items.

£7.20 to £7.70 per hour
dependent on experience
Please contact Louise Farmer on 01327 301041
or apply online at www.badbypark.co.uk
Full training will be provided
All job offers are subject to DBS checks.

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING • TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING • PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING

The History Society meets at 7.30 pm in the Chapel Schoolroom. Tea and coffee
available. All welcome. Non members £2.

Nether Heyford Tennis Club

GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

“Open Day”
th

Sunday 10 April 2016 from 10am to 2pm- all are welcome to come
and play for free.
We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages. Coaching and
league matches available for those who want it and club nights for everyone, in
addition to unlimited court use.
Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/
or phone Jo 01327 349094
6

HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX

Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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BIRD NOTES
WEEDON
Despite the mild winter that we experienced this time, the recent frosty and foggy
mornings are holding back the further encroachment of spring (at least, this was the
case in mid-March). The early songsters however have now started to give us an increasing volume of sound in the morning, the regulars having been joined by other
choristers such as Chaffinches, Greenfinches and Blackbirds. A very voluble Mistle
Thrush is now making its presence felt in Lower Weedon throughout the day. There
was very little else to report; the number of Little Egrets peaked at four birds in January
and February, the regular wintering male Blackcap continued to visit my garden feeder
until 25th February and two Greylag Geese flew over on 10th March (as opposed to
the regular Canadas).
NEARBY
A Corn Bunting (up to 28th January) accompanied Bramblings (a maximum of 10 on
19th January) on set-aside between Badby and Catesby. Goosanders were present at
Fawsley Park Lakes with a few Siskins in the Alders there on 20th January. Two Peregrines were noted, again between Badby and Catesby on 25th January and a pair of
Ravens were displaying over Waydale Hill, near Little Brington on 31st January, being
also seen over Great Brington on 3rd March. A Stonechat was at Fawsley Park on 6th
and a Mediterranean Gull was identified in the gull flocks there on 12th March. The
local Hunt, working Nobottle Woods on 6th March flushed at least three Woodcock.
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
The highlight in the period was the appearance of a male Green-winged Teal usually
on the 'grit trap' at the reservoir with other Teal from 3rd to 19th February. This is a
North American species of which just the odd birds turn up in this country each winter.
Also of special note was an adult Kittiwake on 1st February and 8 Pintail were present
on 20th February. More usual sightings between mid-January and mid-March were of
Snipe, Golden Plovers, Goosanders, a Yellow-legged Gull, Kingfishers, a Peregrine,
Siskins and Lesser Redpolls.
COUNTY RARITIES
A Mealy Redpoll continued to visit an East Hunsbury, Northampton garden up to at
least 13th March. The Red-necked Grebe stayed at Pitsford Reservoir until 23rd January. An adult Glaucous Gull was at Stanwick gravel pits on 16th January and it or another was there regularly from 22nd February to 2nd March, when it then relocated to
Cheshire (identified by its leg-ring). A Slavonian Grebe was briefly at Pitsford Reservoir
on 19th January. A Firecrest was at Stanwick gravel pits on 24th January and again on
2nd and 8th March and another was at Brixworth sewage treatment works between 4th
and 20th February. Single Siberian Chiffchaffs were present at Stanwick gravel pits on
24th January and 4th and 5th February, at Ringstead gravel pits on 10th February and
at Earls Barton gravel pits on 5th March. A Black-necked Grebe was at Clifford Hill
gravel pits on 28th February, a Goshawk between Walgrave and Pitsford Reservoir on
12th February and an Iceland Gull at Stanwick gravel pits on 3rd March.
Chris Coe
01327 340493
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WEEDON FOOTBALL CLUB
JUNIOR MENTOR PROGRAM
Are you 14-16 years old? Interested in leadership,
coaching and refereeing? Love Football? Then
read on…
The Weedon FC Junior Mentor Programme was launched in
September 2015, with the ﬁrst junior mentor being Harry (see his
video on our website Weedon-fc.co.uk). Applica1ons are welcomed
from any person aged 14-16 with a passion for football and an
interest or involvement in coaching, refereeing, leadership or
volunteering through football. If you are successful with your
applica1on then we expect you to help with Weedon FC during and
at the comple1on of your coaching and refereeing course.
For those who apply and are successful, the programme runs from
2016 through to July 2017 for a maximum of 2/3 junior coaches.
During this 1me, you will be given support and direc1on with regard
to your coaching or refereeing. We will also pay for the FA Basic
Refereeing course and once you turn 16 we will pay for you to do
the FA 1 st 4Sport Level 1 Award in coaching football. By the end of
the course, you should have a team that you are working with, more
experience, increased conﬁdence, new friends and a future plan for
your own personal development needs.
We will maintain contact once the programme is ﬁnished and
hopefully support you within your football club from then on.

If you are interested, please go to the Weedon website
Weedon-fc.co.uk to get the applica1on form
7

St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight 01280 706258
Church Wardens: Sandra Rogers 01327 209435
Betty Harris
01327 349228

April Services
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 10th
Thursday 14th
Sunday 17th
Sunday 24th
Thursday 28th

9.30 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
9.30 am
10.30 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Praise—lay led
Benefice service at Dodford
Holy Communion

May Services
Sunday 1st
Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Sunday 15th
Sunday 22nd
Thursday 26th
Sunday 29th

9.30 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
3.00 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Deanery Day Worship & Picnic at Everdon
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Benefice Service at Everdon

After each Sunday service there is an opportunity to stay for coffee and biscuits in
the Chapter House; please come along and join us.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily, you are very welcome to come in for quiet
prayer or reflection or just to have a look around. There are guide sheets and booklets available.
Bell ringing practice. Every Wednesday starting at 7.45 pm. Why not just
come along and see if you would like to join the team, new or experienced ringers
always welcome? Please call Brian Foley on 01327 341215 or just turn up on the
night for a chat.
Coffee Mornings on the 2nd and 3rd Saturdays in the month from 10 am to
12.00 noon. Pop along for a coffee and a chat.
Men’s Breakfast. Last Saturday in the month in the Chapter House at 8.30 am.
A great ‘full English breakfast’ for only £5.00, speaker included. Funds raised go
towards the Church fabric fund. Contact Tony Wincott, 01327 341767 for more information.
Messy Church. Sunday 17th April and Sunday 15th May
from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. Themes: TBC. Do come along
and bring the family, grans and grandads also welcome. Tea/
coffee and biscuits served throughout. Lunch included.

8
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Weedon Scout Group - Urgent Help Needed
Weedon Scout Group is urgently in need of more helpers particularly in our Cub
Section but also with Beavers, Scouts and Explorers.
•
•
•

Beavers are aged 6 to 8 years and meet on a Monday night from 6 to
7.00pm.
Cubs are aged 8 to 10 years and meet on a Tuesday night from 6.30 to
8.00pm.
Scouts ages 10 to 14years and Explorers aged 14 and above meet on a
Monday night from 7.15 to 9.00pm.

Over the last few years Weedon Scout Group has become very successful and
more help is very urgently needed in all sections.
If you could spare an hour or two a week to help us provide this very worthwhile
facility for the children and youth for Weedon village please contact me for more
information or to offer much needed help.

Continued
Mothers’ Union. Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from 2.30 - 4 pm in the Chapter House. Lady Day Service on
Monday 4th April where we will be celebrating 140 years of
Mother’s Union. 12th April - speaker Mrs Margaret Hooper, 10th
May - annual outing to Blooms Garden Centre. Everyone is welcome. Contact Gill
Douglas, our new branch leader on 703197, for more information.
Craft Evenings. The craft group meets on the last Thursday in the month in the
Chapter House at 7.30 pm. Come and have an enjoyable evening relaxing with
friends whilst doing sewing/kitting/drawing etc. For further details please contact
Isabella on 01327 342141.
Like-minded Ladies. Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month in the Chapter
House at 7.30 pm. For further details please contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Quiz night dates: 20th May, 30th Sept and 25th Nov. Contact: Isabella Masters on
342121, to book a team or for more information.

George Bushell, Weedon Group Scout Leader
T 01327 342529 / M 07860 169284.
e-mail george.bushell@sky.com

Details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring Betty
Harris on 01327 349228.

Weedon at War Project

The Parochial Church Council are actively fundraising to repair the leaking roof. If
you can help financially through a donation or give some time to help with important
maintenance jobs, please contact Church Wardens at 349228 or 209435. Email:
stpeterpaul-weedon@hotmail.co.uk . Thank you.

As you may be aware, since 2014 a project has been on-going to identify all servicemen connected to Weedon who lost their lives in the First World War but are not
commemorated on any of the memorials in the village.
Following extensive research, the details of thirty-seven such soldiers have been
discovered. The project team is now in a position to propose adding these names to
the war memorial in the cemetery.
Various options have been looked at, some pleasing and some not so pleasing! It
was felt that any alterations to the cenotaph should be aesthetically pleasing whilst,
at the same time, sympathetic to the existing memorial without trying to disguise the
fact that these names had been added at a later date.
It is intended that a small granite plaque will be placed nearby explaining why the
names have been added. On the opposite page, is a drawing which shows the committee's preferred option. The Committee would welcome any comments for or
against the proposal.

Advance Notice for special events in 2016
May 6th:
Concert with Hunsbury Singers at 7.30 pm
June:
TBC—possibly Queen’s Birthday party picnic (bring your own)
Jul 2nd:
Celebrate the Patronial Festival (St Peterstide)
Sep 10th: Ride & Stride - sponsored ride/walk between churches
Sep 25th: Harvest Lunch £5 - after the morning service.
Oct 16th:
Feast of the Tabernacle - Everdon Church
Oct/Nov:
Concert TBC
Dec:
Christmas tree festival/Christmas event 11th and 18th
The Chapter House is available
for hire.

Such a sensitive subject must be treated with the utmost respect and agreement of
the village.

If you need a small hall for your group or
for a private party or event, rentals are
very competitive and WIFI is also
available.

For any further information and for making your wishes known on the proposal
please contact John Wilshire on (01327) 341050

Please contact Sheila Troath 01327
341642 for more information and
availability
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Parochial Church Council
Annual Meeting
Monday 11th April 7.30 pm
in the Chapter house
All Welcome
Could you become a Church Warden
or help with church activities?
Please come along
Volunteers needed

WEEDON ART GROUP – WORKSHOPS
Weedon Art Group is holding two workshops in the coming months which have places available, Linocuts in April and Calligraphy in June. Details of the courses are as
follows:
LINOCUTS – 2nd & 16th April
Eric Gaskell has been painting and printmaking for over 35 years and runs workshops on printmaking around the UK. These will be fun (but you will work hard!) and
informative classes will look at how to create a linocut. The class will introduce the
basic skills, from drawing for linocut (what makes the best linocut), how to get the
best from your design (positive and negative shapes), transferring the image,
methods of making cut marks, different methods of inking the block and taking a
print from it. This will be a single colour linocut, but that doesn’t mean we can’t
combine colours by printing onto coloured papers, collage etc. Cost of class
includes the use of linocut tools. Eric’s website is www.egdesign.co.uk where you
can view examples of his work. 2 Sessions - £50.00
CALLIGRAPHY – 4th & 18th June
This two day course, with specialist tutor Joy Daniels, will cover the basics of writing
in the Copperplate style with a flexible pointed pen. The course is designed for complete beginners who would like to write in Copperplate. Sometimes thought of as
‘drawn’ letters it can be a good discipline for artists who may wish to add some lettering to their work. Pens and nibs are included in the cost.
www.northamptoncalligraphy.webspace.virginmedia.com
2 sessions - £45.00

Weedon Bec Pocket Park
Spring is really here now and plants that bloom before the trees shade the ground
are already flowering. The native daffodils and bluebells that the schoolchildren
helped us plant are doing well and making a good show. Violets, speedwell and
celandine are flowering, too. The hazel and pussy willow are hanging out their
catkins and everything is greening up.
Look out for frog and toad spawn in the pond. The frog spawn is a big jelly-like mass
with black dots in it and the toads lay their spawn in long strings, that sometimes get
tangled up. We also have common (or smooth) newts in the pond but you are
unlikely to spot their eggs as they lay them singly, not in a large mass.
The work done by the Community Payback team has finished now. They have
cleared some areas which we will soon sow with a wild flower mix, cut off some
more branches from the big willow tree that fell down last year and made that safer,
painted the bird hide and the bridge, planted 20 more quickthorn saplings and have
repaired the hazel-hurdle fence that was vandalised.
We still need to do maintenance work in the park to keep it safe for people to walk
round and anyone who is interested in joining us to help with the work, will be very
welcome. Please contact either Ray Charlett (01327 340108), Fred Kay (01327
349428) or Pamela Biss (01327 349309) for more information.

For further information and to register for either course please contact Libby Hart on
01327 341816 or email to weedonart@btinternet.com

Northampton Hope Centre
URGENT APPEAL
Can you help?

Mound Update: The Mound Work Group continues to progress
matters and wish to provide you with a further update.

Men’s underwear and socks are

The group continues to liaise with Environmental Health Officer at
Daventry District Council (DDC) who is the intermediary on this matter
between us and the Ministry of Defence (MoD).
A substantial evidence report including statements from local residents was
submitted to MoD/DDC in early February and we are now working to follow up on a
response letter received from the MoD
!).

The group is working diligently in order that we may reach a point where we can
attain some responsibility from the MoD and thus a financial contribution towards the
work. It’s a bit like walking in treacle and nothing happens in a hurry so watch this
space.
The appointed contractor is now gearing up for the work to be started in the early
summer. All the work will be carried out from off Bridge Street near the railway
bridge, which will result in a road closure for safety reasons. Pedestrian access will
still be available.
Please come along to the Annual Parish Meeting on 27th April 2016 at 7.00pm in the
Village Hall, when the Contractor will be attending to share information about how the
project will be run and offering a chance for you to ask questions.
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supplied to the homeless on a
regular basis. At present, the
centre is in desperate need of
more boxer shorts etc, of all
sizes, and men’s socks.
If you are able to help, please
leave your donation in the box in
my porch at “Hillcroft” (on the
corner of New Street and
New Croft)
Thank you.
All enquiries to
Jenny Wilshire
on 341050

Taylor Made Plastering
All aspects of plastering
High standard of work
Tidy
Reliable
Free quotes provided
Call Kyle on 07736 577534
Follow me on Facebook
Taylor-made-plastering
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SAVE
THE
DATE!
Just to announce that Weedon Sports Association and their extended group of
volunteers are hosting another FREE community event with a seaside theme for
our village over the August Bank Holiday Weekend 2016. We are still getting
things organised but here is an outline for the weekend:
Saturday 27th Village Fete starts at 2pm through till 5.30pm
Displays Lots of stalls Music Scalextric plus much much more
Teas & Cakes Pimms Tent Bar and BBQ
Special Guest Band over teatime TBC
Saturday eve Local band ‘Bootleg Zoo’ – you will not be disappointed
Sunday 28th

Combined Church Service followed by entertainment.
Seaside, sun and fun day! Side Stalls and games
Raffle Draw Pimms Tent Bar BBQ
Live band late afternoon TBC

Sunday eve Live Irish band, Donnybrook Fair, followed by Grand Finale
Please look out for more details by visiting website: www.weedonsa.btck.co.uk
Volunteers: if you would like to help, get in touch. You will be made very
welcome, it will be lots of fun and a great opportunity to get to know people. So
why not join us? Please ring Sue on 07710 235238 or Andy on 07540 461514 or
email weedonsa@aol.co.uk to find out more. Friday setting up and Monday pack
down.
Budding Chefs: the BBQ will be alight for quite a few hours and we will need
some extra pairs of hands. If you fancy donning a pinnie and helping, let us know!
Bottles going spare? .... to top up our Bottle Tombola? We are asking early to
help. Please give John Wilshire a shout on 341050 and we can come and collect
This event is for you: for all our residents of Weedon. We hope there will be
something for everyone – so save the date and come along and enjoy the event.
Support us: Hosting an event like this doesn’t come cheap (£11000 last year)
so we will be selling wristbands again this year and will have the donation buckets
in place.
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A concert by the

Hunsbury Harmonettes
Weedon Church Chapter House
Friday 6th May
Doors open at 7pm and the concert is from
7.30pm to 9.00pm.
They will be singing Songs from Shows, and some
Popular Classics.
Tickets are £5, including light refreshments
Contact Isabella on 01327 342141,
or Pauline 01327 342190.

WEEDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The Ladies of Weedon Women’s Institute meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom, New
Street, Weedon. We are a friendly group who actively welcome
new members. Membership rules apply, although guests are very welcome
at £3 per meeting.
For further information please ring Jennifer Morris (President) on 01327
843010 or Gill Bryan (Secretary) on 01327 340191.
We have a varied and interesting programme for 2016, which includes:
April 21st 2016 – Afternoon Tea with our Archives (2:00–4:00pm;
no evening meeting). Create an afternoon tea, bring it and invite a
friend along to share it with you. Also, an opportunity to have a browse
through our archives which will be on display.
May 19th 2016 – Let’s Talk About It! First w e w ill discuss and vote
on our 2016 Resolution. Then, we will discuss anything else that takes our
fancy! There will be a short quiz if the conversation dries up!
June 16th 2016 – Daytime Outing (Time and venue TBC; no evening
meeting). The venue for this outing has yet to be decided. I t w ill
be discussed and voted on by the members in due course.

All profits will go to the Church Roof and Refurbishment Fund.

NORDIC WALKS

Walks approx.
5.5—6.5 miles

Monday 11th April @
2pm - Draycote Walk.
Meet: Draycote Visitor’s Centre. Leader: Lesley
Monday 25th April @ 2pm - Borough Hill Walk
Meet: Tesco car park. Leader: John Evans
Monday 9th May @ 2pm - Brampton Way Walk
Meet: Brixworth Church. Leader: Viv Crouch

WALKS
5th Apr. Harlestone @ 10.30 am
(Grade B: Moderate hills and/or stiles)
Meet: Harlestone village church, car park
Leader: Viv Crouch
Evening Walk @ 6.30 pm
19th Apr. Daventry Country Park.
Meet: Queen of Hearts pub car park, Wimborne
Place, Daventry
Leader: Ralph Porter
12

17

MONTHLY MEETINGS
13th Apr:
8th Birthday Party
Fish & Chip supper/ Beetle
Drive
at the Village Hall, West Street,
commencing at 7.30 pm.
£2.00 donation per person
Everyone is welcome to join
us, even if you just want to
come for a walk.
For further information please
contact

Viv Crouch on 01327
341193
or email:
kvc.crouch@btinternet.
com
Affiliated to the British Heart
Foundation

Are you over 50 and would like to have some fun, learn a new skill
and enjoy good food and good company? If the answer is yes then
come and join us for the day.
•

•
•

Please select the activities in which you would like to take
part and send the form in, as indicated below.
Please note that some activities will have limited space.
Don’t’ forget our Sunday Service at 11 am when we celebrate
and, dare I say, show off our achievements.

The cost will be £6 which includes lunch and a cup of tea/
coffee and biscuits in the morning and afternoon (some
activities may make a small charge on the day for any
items used).
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

House Clearance &
Table Top Sale

FRIENDS OF
WEEDON SURGERY

Saturday 16th April
9 am - 6 pm &
Sunday 17th April
9 am - 3 pm

The Friends of Weedon Surgery
are holding their Annual
Fundraising Event on
Saturday, April 9th
in the Chapel Schoolroom,
New Street
at 2.00pm
Entrance 10p
Stalls include cakes, books,
bric-a-brac, new items, raffle
and refreshments.

At Weedon Village Hall
Furniture, Clothes, Toys,
Ornaments, Collectibles and lots more

FREE ENTRY
refreshments available
Call Richard Parsons on 07974 072087
for more information

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Further enquires from
Eileen Perry.
Tel: 01327 340271.

Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Minister Revd Jay Phelps

Tel No……………………………………………………..
Please return your booking form to:
Mrs Pamela Taylor, 50 New Croft, Weedon, NN7 4RJ
By 10th April if at all possible!
with your £6 (cheques payable to Weedon URC).
We look forward to seeing you.
Any enquiries please ring Pamela on 01327 341968
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The following are our services and activities for April and May. We would love to
welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these services and events.
APRIL
Sunday 3rd
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th
Sunday 17th
Sunday 24th

11.00 am
7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Service
Celebration Praise
Service with Communion
Service
Service to celebrate 50s day

MAY
Sunday 1st
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th
Sunday 15th
Sunday 22nd
Sunday 29th

11.00 am
7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Service
Celebration Praise
Service with Communion
Service
Service
Service
Continued over the page
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WEEDON URC
OVER 50s BOOKING FORM

Continued from previous page
JUNE
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 5th

7.30 pm
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service

We hold a drop in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday.
Coffee/tea and biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us
for refreshment and a chat with old and new friends.
Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC
Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meetings are on April 7th and May
5th. The format for these services is old and new hymns, readings, anecdotes
and a short talk. Every month is different with different people leading, why not
come along and join us to share the love of Christ. You will be most welcome.
CALL IN FOR A CHARITY COFFEE MORNING at Yewtree Cottage, 48 High St,
Flore, Wednesdays, 6th April and 4th May, 10 - 12 noon. The Charity for April will
be the Daventry Women’s Refuge and May will be Tools for Reliance. We look forward to seeing you, pop in for a few minutes and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee cakes and
scones. Yum!
Grand Coffee Morning/Gift Day
On Thursday 12th May we will be holding our Grand Coffee Morning/Gift Day in
the Chapel Schoolroom. This will be combined with the coffee morning, and include
a raffle.
This is our big fundraising event for the year and goes to help pay our considerable
‘Maintenance of the Ministry’ contribution to the URC. It also helps with the general
upkeep of our lovely Chapel. Whilst we know that at present money is in short
supply, our expenses, along with everyone else’s, only goes up.
Please come along, enjoy a cup of tea/coffee with your friends and bring your
monetary gifts. If you pay enough Income Tax it would help if you could Gift Aid your
contribution, please put it in an envelope with your name and address. This enables
us to reclaim monies from the Inland Revenue on your gift.
We look forward to sharing fellowship with you on this special occasion.
Opposite, is the booking form for the Over 50s Day starting on Friday 22nd April. If
you are over 50 and would like to try out woodworking, card making, beading and
loads more then come and join us, lunch is included. Come and have some fun.
If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our Minister
Revd Jay Phelps Tel: 01327 340282, mobile: 07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs
Margaret Hooper Tel: 01327 340524.
Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.
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FRIDAY APRIL 22nd, 2016
Meet for Coffee 10.00 am
Lunch will be served 12.15 pm – 1.45 pm
Tea 3.30 pm
Sessions 10.30 am – 12 noon & 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm
AM
10:30-12.00

PM
2.00-3:30

Knit an oblong to help make a
blanket for charity
with Janet
XXXXX

Singing for pleasure with Felicity
Crafts with Linda
Card making with Eileen
Woodwork with Henry
Beading with Sarah
Flower Arranging with Chris

XXXXX

Lunch only
Sunday Service at 11am on the 24th April in the Chapel
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