
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2020 at 7.00 pm 

Present: Councillors: Mr George Atkinson, Mrs Jill Cooke, Mr Tony Crease, Mr Keith Crouch,  
Mrs Fiona Edwards, Mr Austin Havell, Miss Libby Hart, Mr Jim Mantz, Mrs Ann Ranshaw, 

   Apologies: Mr Neil Anthony, Mrs Fiona Thomas 
 
Chairman Mr Tony Crease 
 
Item No  Action 

   753.0 Members Disclosable Pecuniary and other Disclosable Declarations of interest on 
agenda items. Nothing declared. 
 

 

754.0 
 

Public Forum.  
No members of the public present.   
 

 
 

755.0 PLANNING  
755.1 Application:  DA/2020/0727.  Land at Dodford Wharf Farm, High Street.  Reserved matters 

application (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for construction of 47 dwellings with 
associated access, car parking, landscaping and open space (following outline planning 
approval DA/2019/0291) 
The Council has no objections to this application and are pleased to see this much needed 
development in our village. 
 

 

755.2 Application: DA/2020/0295.  Land at Weedon Lane, Dodford.  Change of use to 5 pitch 
caravan site: 1 No. holiday chalets with decking; storage building with shower and toilet 
facilities; storage shed; play area; extended access driveway and parking area; and works to 
maintain/expand earth bund on eastern boundary 
 
Weedon Bec Parish Council is not a formal consultee for the above application but asks that 
Daventry District Council planning committee take the objections raised here and those of 
Weedon residents, into account. 
 
The Parish Council, whilst generally in favour of tourism enterprise, has serious objections to 
this application particularly in terms of its safety, access, suitability to the locality and risks of 
environmental pollution.   
 

1  The access road is long and not surfaced to a standard suitable for repeated movements 
of 5 large vehicles towing caravans plus additional traffic generated by the large chalet 
which already has a car port for 2 vehicles constructed without planning consent. 
Caravanners are likely to be going out and about visiting local sites, pubs and eateries, 
probably returning late so there will be considerably more comings and goings on what is 
essentially a farm access.  
The entrance on to Weedon Lane is set within a few yards of a humped back canal 
bridge and a blind corner where cars are parked, by walkers and boaters. Weedon Lane 
is very rural and vehicles using it will be anticipating only the occasional local car and 
farm tractor. They will not be anticipating frequent vehicle movements by drivers of cars 
towing caravans who do not know the local area. Add to this traffic generated by the 
wedding venue at Dodmore House the other side of the canal. Weedon Lane is not 
suitable for this amount of traffic. 
We also note that Weedon Lane is signposted at the A5 as Unsuitable for Heavy 
Vehicles. More of these than at present will be needed to service the level of occupation 
proposed.  

 
2  The long access/farm track is not properly constructed for use by emergency vehicles 

such as a fire engines or large vehicles needed to service the site, on a regular basis ie 
for emptying the septic tank or refuse collection. 
There is no provision for refuse containment or recycling on site; it is unlikely that 
caravanners, who may be staying some time, will want to take their refuse home with 
them 

 
3  The proposed septic tank is a ‘contain and empty’ system. It would need to be emptied 

frequently to service 6 units occupied by families. If the tank becomes full there will be a 
temptation to empty portable toilets, which almost all caravans have, into the adjoining 
brook which we believe, empties into the River Nene and will therefore bring pollution to 
our village. 
It should be noted that the chalet which is already built on site without planning 
permission does not appear to have its own sewage system. How is this being managed 

 



at the present time? 
 

4  There is currently no water or electricity supplied to the site and no detail is given as to 
how this will be safely achieved. 

 
5  There is no provision for the separate hygienic emptying of portable toilets thus 

increasing the probability that the adjoining brook or the canal could be used. 
 
6  A large part of the site will be open grass land and we note that in the Design and 

Access Statement a reference to ‘campers’ (para 3.2) It is very possible that the owner 
could open the site to campers as well as caravanners thus increasing traffic movements 
and the pressure on sewage services. 

 
7  The site is secluded and, as far as we are aware, there is no legislation which permits the 

local authority to check that permissions as to usage and health and safety are being 
adhered to. 
Planning regulations have already been breached by the owner by the construction of the 
chalet and car port. We are not confident that the owner will comply with any conditions 
laid down as he has already breached planning requirements. 

 
8 The proposal is a for a brand-new development including new buildings. We understand 

that the Countryside and Settlements Local plan only permits the development of 
businesses in existing buildings or by the conversion of former agricultural buildings. 
To allow these proposals to go ahead would set a precedent which could encourage a 
spread of such developments in in this rural area to the detriment of the open countryside 
and the peaceful secluded nature of the canal corridor. 

 
9  Other small-scale business and mooring sites nearby have some connection to the local 

rural economy and canal activities. For example, keeping livestock, rearing birds or rural 
craft activities. These proposals have no connection, neither are they needed to support 
or make viable an existing rural or agricultural business.    

 
10  The site is in open countryside where erecting any sort of permanent housing unit is not 

permitted. The chalet which has already been fully built without planning permission is 
suitable for permanent occupation.  
Like the large mobile home on the neighbouring field to the where a retrospective 
Certificate of Occupation has recently been applied for,’ permanent’ occupancy could 
easily be achieved by stealth particularly since the local Authority is not  minded or 
funded to regularly monitor such sites and has shown itself unable to enforce conditions 
elsewhere once they are breached.  

 
Sites of ‘temporary’ occupation seem to be springing up within walking distance of our village. 
They lead to copy-cat applications for new and inappropriate development in open countryside 
which do not contribute to its preservation, its peaceful enjoyment, or the rural economy. That 
occupiers routinely breach planning conditions is well known and resented and results in 
unnecessary cost to local council taxpayers.  
 

 
 

  

Meeting closed 7.10 pm 
 
Dates of next meetings:  3rd November, 1st December, 8th January 


