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Weedon Football
Club
Presents

COMEDY @ THE DONS
LARGE PRINT If anyone wishes a lar ge pr int copy of the
newsletter please call Sue Halkett on 01327 341057
If anyone has an item that might be of general interest please let Sue Halkett know
and, if appropriate, it could be published in a future edition of Weedon News.
WEEDON BEC NEWS
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com.
Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter page advert. Space is limited and
will be given on a first come first served basis.
The next newsletter will be distributed in April 2017. Deadline for copy:
15th March, 2017.
Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057
for more information.

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Parish Council

Saturday 11th March
7.30 pm till late

4 Headline comedians,
bar and disco
Tickets
£12 each
Weedon Bec Village Hall
West Street, Weedon, Northants, NN7 4QU

Tickets available from Danny on 07840 842841
or email weedonfootballclub@yahoo.co.uk

Weedon Gasworks
The photograph shows
maintenance work being
carried out on the nearly
empty gasometer belonging to Weedon Gasworks.
The gasworks was
situated in the fields
between the river and the
Ordnance Depot. It was
accessed by a track
immediately below the
Depot wall and a footpath
from approximately
halfway along West
Street.
In 1857 a report appeared
in the Northampton
Mercury about a
ceremony of lighting up
the village of Weedon.
The illumination consisted
of three stars. One in
Lower Weedon, one in
Ordnance Row ( which
was situated across the
entrance to Riverside
Drive) and one in Road
Weedon. The gas was
supplied by Weedon GasLight, Coke and Coal Company Ltd and was described as first-rate.
In 1928 the company was taken over by the Northampton Gas Light Company and
upon Nationalisation by the East Midlands Gas Board.
Weedon Bec History Society

INFORMATION BOX
Remember, if you have any up to
date flyers you can also place
them in the red phone box on
West Street. This is widely used
and we try to keep it up to date.
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Church Piano
no longer required
Free to good home
If you are interested please
contact
Sandra Rogers by email:
sandravrogers@gmail.com
or call 01327 209435
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WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at
Jubilee Field.
ENERGY SAVING ADVICE SESSION IS TO BE HELD IN WEEDON VILLAGE
HALL ANNEX ON SATURDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 10.00 AM – 12.00 NOON
The energy awareness & advice session is run by the Citizens Advice Bureau and
will be offering advice to people on how to manage & reduce their fuel costs. They
will be offering advice on:
• Help in understanding gas and electricity meters and bills, including fuel debt advice
• Options for switching energy supplier, tariff or payment method to get a better
deal
• Advice on efficient use of heating systems and domestic appliances
• Eligibility for additional support, e.g. Warm Home Discount
• Access to special assistance for older or disabled people (Priority Services Register)
• The health implications of cold damp homes, and how to tackle condensation
• Grants and subsidies for home energy efficiency improvements
The session will start with a short presentation and follow with one to one advice. In
order for them to give you individual advice, bring along your gas and electric bills.
The session is open to everyone in Weedon – friends and family – and households in
surrounding villages. Come along on the day and we will make sure everyone is
seen.

Come along and receive impartial advice and support from Citizens
Advice on suitable tariffs or the cheapest way to pay bills. Get help
to take control over your tariff and supplier and get the best deal
that suits you and your needs. Hear about schemes offered by
Government or the energy suppliers that could help with your
energy costs
We are holding a Big Energy Saving event at:
WEEDON BEC VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE
SATURDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2017
10.00 AM – 12.00 NOON
THE SESSION WILL START WITH A SHORT PRESENTATION
AND FOLLOW WITH ONE TO ONE ADVICE.
*Don’t forget to bring your latest bills along with you
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Items from our December minutes:
Fruit tree scheme. Council happy to progress with this idea of planting some fruit
trees in nominated areas around the village. Necessary permissions need to be
sought but it is hoped that the first tree could be planted on the 21st October which
is Apple Day.
Mound: Latest update see page 4.
Terms and conditions for a new Council Media group were considered and approved.
Planning applications considered by the Parish Council
DA/2016/1090 Unit B Building 1, Royal Ordnance Depot
Change of use of Unit B within Building 1 (known as Storehouse 1) to A1 shop unit.
DA/2016/1091 Unit B Building 1, Royal Ordnance Depot
Listed Building Consent (LBC) for internal alterations associated with change of use
of part of the ground floor of Building 1 to retail. Installation of external sign on
south elevation.
DA/2016/1101 Helios & Co, 25-27 High Street
Conversion of two shop display areas to two flats
Planning Application that has gone to Appeal
DA/2016/0677 Fernhollow Farmhouse. LBC for replacement of two existing rear
windows with doors. Installation of three conservation roof lights to rear elevations.
DDC advised that Gladman lost their last appeal. They received the go ahead to
pursue an application for permission to appeal (to the Supreme Court) although this
is not an automatic right. According to the District Council, the Court of Appeal refused their application to appeal to the Supreme Court, but Gladman has now made
an application direct to the Supreme Court for permission to appeal.
Consultations considered:
NCC: Fire & Rescue Service Draft Community Protection Plan.
NCC: Early Years Single Funding Formula.
NCC: School Admissions Arrangements for 09/2018, Oversubscription Criteria and
Published Admissions Numbers (PANs)
DDC: Biodiversity, Supplementary Planning Document, Statement of Community
Involvement and Allocations Scheme.
Items from our January minutes:
Quality Council. Council agreed to apply for the next level of Quality Council.
Dog bin. A replacement dog bin was fitted on Queen Street, on the bend near at
Starmer’s Hill. Another one will be replaced at the bottom of the Whettles.
Police. A report had been received about vehicle crimes in the village. There has
also been a report of a house break-in. Residents to be vigilant.
Continued over
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Continued:
Mound: A response has been sent to the MOD. A survey on the
required work was also agreed to be undertaken.
Croft Way playing field. Human Energy annual road race will take
place on the 20th June. Permission to use the field for car parking was
granted.
Cemetery Plots. Council agreed that the time period for burial plots be reduced from 100 to 50 years.

Neighbourhood Plan
Weedon’s Neighbourhood Plan is currently undergoing scrutiny by a government appointed Examiner. This is a legal requirement to ensure that it complies with national and local
planning legislation. We received the Examiner’s questions
only the week before Christmas - not the best Christmas present! It was a tight deadline to return the answers before 29th but we did it and
thanks due to DDC for speedy cooperation!

Planning Decisions received from the District Council
DA/2016/0975 35 Queen Street
Single storey side extension and single storey and two storey rear extensions GRANTED
DA/2016/1003 17 York Ride Work to tree subject of a TPO DA134 – GRANTED
DA/2016/0993 18 Cavalry Fields Single storey rear extension - GRANTED

We’ve heard people asking why is Weedon’s Neighbourhood plan is taking so long to
finalise? Flore’s has already been approved and they started after us!
Weedon is twice the size of Flore and our plan reflects that. Weedon residents wanted us to include a wide range of issues and we have also included ‘preferred’ sites for
development which Flore’s plan doesn’t. This affects the nationally important ‘historic
landscape’ and views around the Depot which has to be fully assessed.

Consultations considered:
NCC—Children’s centres
NCC—Draft Budget & Council Plan

National bodies like Historic England and Natural England (The Environment Agency) were involved in a Strategic Environmental Assessment which took all summer
and into Autumn. Government departments do not work quickly!

Finance: Budget & Precept for 2017/18. Council discussed this in depth and is
looking for a rise in precept for this year. Full details will be made available at the
public meeting to be arranged for a Sunday in February, watch out for the date.
A full breakdown of the proposals will be included in the next newsletter.

Unfortunately, the Examination is now taking longer than it might. Sadly, the
Examiner suffered a family bereavement during the autumn when she had intended
to work on our plan. A shortage of government approved Examiners meant that an
alternative appointment could not be made.

Mound Update.
In view of the issues regarding the land contamination at The Mound,
the Parish Council appointed specialist regulatory and environmental
lawyers to advise and assist us and we have been working closely with
them in the hope that we can bring the issue to a satisfactory conclusion
in the near future.
The advice and services that the lawyers are providing are necessarily confidential
and subject to legal privilege. This prevents us from telling you what the lawyers
have advised but it does not preclude us from providing updates in respect of the
matter generally.
Pending the resolution of the matter we have little choice, given that we are the landowners, but to continue with the existing security measures, namely the double fencing and the 24-hour patrol. These are necessary in order to control the risks that
continue to be present until the Mound is properly remediated, which is to say made
safe. Experts surveyed the Mound and expressed opinions on what work is needed
to make it safe and we have been considering these. It must be understood that
whichever option is chosen, it will be very costly and we have to be as sure as we
can that it will be effective and won't leave us open to any on-going or future liabilities. Also, it mustn't be forgotten that although the Parish Council owns the land, that
does not absolve those who caused or contributed to the contamination from having
to pay all or their fair share of the costs and remaining liable should their contamination give rise to any problems in the future.
These are just some of the issues on which we have worked closely with the lawyers
and progress has been made that we hope will enable us to resolve this matter satisfactorily and in the best interests of our residents.
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We have been unlucky and there is nothing your Steering Group could have done to
hurry things along. We hope that you will bear with us. When we know the result of
the examination it will be posted on the village website and we’ll keep residents updated with any changes.
2017 will offer you the chance to vote on the Neighbourhood Plan and we hope we
can count on your support.
The Steering Group wish you a happy and peaceful 2017
Thinking of extending your house in 2017?
The Parish Council receives copies of planning applications for any
building in the village and looks at them either at the full Parish Council
meeting on the first Tuesday of the month or at the Parish Council
Planning Committee on the third Thursday – both 7.30 in the Village Hall Annex.
Members of the public are always welcome to come along and have their say.
The District Council does not routinely send out letters to neighbouring properties and
planning application notices posted on nearby posts are sometimes difficult to spot.
As a Parish Council, we like to think that anyone contemplating extending their house
and making that ‘amazing space’ would let their neighbours know.
A small house extension can affect not only the people next door but can alter the
look of the street and that is something the District and Parish Planning Committees
must consider.
So before you stump up the money to get your ‘Grand Design’ approved, please take
some time to speak to the people living around you who might be affected by your
plans. It could save you time, money and a lot of aggro in the long run.
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Parish Council Chairman
Welcome to 2017! I hope everyone enjoyed the festive period. My
family and I had a lovely time spending good quality time with family
and friends.
So what will 2017 bring for the village? Hopefully this year will see the resolution of
the issues with the Mound, and as you might expect this, will be our primary focus.
As you know, this has taken up huge amounts of time and cost and we face further
challenges with this, but we ended 2016 with an offer of help from the MOD, which
was great news. There is some more road to travel on this one and I want to remain optimistic that there won’t be too many bumps along the way and the journey
won’t take too long. We are now working with specialist lawyers and, with their expertise we will work to get the best possible result for the village.
This is just one objective for this year. We are currently looking at a community
orchard project and working on a submission for the Best Village Competition,
which we won in 2015. The Junior Parish Council, which kicked off last year continues with an agenda to ensure that everyone in the village gets a chance to be
heard.
As you would expect, the impact of the Mound issue has financial implications and
the Parish Council has had to make some tough decisions when determining the
Precept for 2017. A more detailed update on this will follow. Please remember
though, money is not the only factor that drives a village to thrive, there are many
things that we can do to make our village a great place to live and I urge you to
think what you can do, from simple things like respecting speed limits and picking
up dog mess to volunteering in one of many clubs like the Football Club and
Brownies. If you want to be a part of the decision-making within the Parish Council,
please get in contact. We currently have vacancies on the Council and would welcome fresh ideas and energy into the team.
And finally, don’t forget that if you want to know more about what decisions are
being discussed and made on behalf of the village, there is a Parish Council
Meeting on the first Tuesday of every month in the Village Hall Annexe which you
can attend. The first 15 minutes is a public forum where you can raise comments
and you can stay to listen to the whole meeting. Agendas and Minutes are held on
the Weedon Parish Council website.
Wishing you all a healthy and happy 2017.
Zoe O’Toole

WEEDON
BEC
PARISH
COUNCIL

HIGHWAYS WARDEN

You can now keep up to date with
the latest news and information
from Weedon Bec Parish Council
via Facebook.
www.facebook.com/weedonbecpc
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If you spot any problems with
footpaths, verges or roads, email
Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for
Weedon Bec.
weedonroads@hotmail.com

COUNCILLORS WANTED
Contact the Clerk to the Council on
01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com
for more information or to talk to an existing Councillor
Please apply in writing, by the 22nd February, 2017
5

Continued
We would like to extend our grateful thanks to all who gave
toys and toiletries for the Nene Valley Christian Family Refuge. The
families at the Refuge were over the moon with the amount of toys
and gifts received, they also wished everyone a Happy New Year.

Valentine’s Day: Our gorgeous collection of Valentine flowers are
carefully created to make an impression on that special someone.
Roses, hand-tieds, arrangements and gift orders now being taken.
Mother's Day: Spoil her with a bouquet by order. Bespoke
Mother's Day flowers, basket arrangements, hand-tieds,
planted arrangements and so much more
Local Delivery available
Floral Arrangement Class: Saturday 1st April, 12 noon till 2pm.
Spend a couple of hours making a lovely basket of fresh flowers. Book two
and get £5 off. Cost: £25 including all flowers a cup of tea and a cup cake.

If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate
to ring our Minister Revd Jay Phelps on 01327 340282 or mobile: 07436 811514 or
our Secretary Mrs Margaret Hooper tel: 01327 340524.
Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.

101 The number
for all non-emergencies
and enquiries

See Facebook for our latest deals Facebook.com/thegardenofweedon

Phone or email to enquire, we would love to hear from you.
Call: 07985490671 Email: thegardenofweedon@hotmail.com
Address: Workshop at Townsend Vehicle Hire site, A45 Dodford, Daventry NN7 4SR.

WANTED : New Councillors
Do you care about Weedon Bec? Do you want to contribute to our
village life? The Parish Council is looking for 2 new Councillors to help look
after the village we live in.
Being a Parish Councillor is a rewarding opportunity to become more involved in our village. The role is largely task driven so you can volunteer in the areas
that interest you and suit your time availability. For example, if you have a young family, you could help with the park inspections that the Parish Council carry out to ensure the play equipment is safe. If you are interested in the village landscape, you
can help review local planning applications. If you are good at DIY, you could help by
doing maintenance jobs that save money for other village projects. If you like walking,
you can inspect street furniture along the way. Whatever role you decide to take as a
Parish Councillor you will be developing ideas and contributing to improve the village
we chose to live in.
What role can you do as a Parish Councillor?
If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Sue Halkett on 01327 341057
or email weedonbecpc@btinterenet.com in the first instance. She will
arrange for you meet and chat with a current member of the Council so you can ask
questions and get all the information about what is involved.
6

NEW YEAR, NEW MENU, NEW SUNDAY
ROASTS AND NEW EVENTS LINED UP
2017 is already shaping up to be busy at the
Plume of Feathers.
Weekly special's board
Starting in February there will be pensioner
discounts on Wednesdays – lunch and dinner – for 60 years & over.
Quiz night every 3rd Thursday of each month
Valentine's Day sharing platters and a special Mother's Day menu
are just a few of the things we have planned so far
Pop in to pick up a menu and book your table!
Happy New Year everyone - hope to see you soon

Plume of Feathers, West Street,
Weedon, NN7 4QU
01327 340978
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church

Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight
01280 706258
Church Warden: Sandra Rogers
01327 209435
Assistant Church Warden: Betty Harris 01327 349228

Minister Revd Jay Phelps

Dear All,

The following are our services and activities for February and March. We
would love to welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these
services and events.

This time my letter comes from Zimbabwe where I am presently on holiday with my
family. Our weather will be a little different to yours. We started in Capetown where
we celebrated my eldest grandson's wedding in Stellenbosch - 20 miles from Capetown, in the heart of the wine growing areas. A truly wonderful occasion that has
given us a beautiful new grand daughter (in-law!} All our family then flew to Zimbabwe where we celebrated Christmas and New Year together. Because clergy are
expected to be on duty for major festivals, we haven't celebrated Christmas with
our family for many a year - but the benefice Team so kindly insisted we should
attend this wedding and stay on for Christmas. What a special treat for us!

FEBRUARY SERVICES
Thursday 2nd
7.30 pm
Sunday 5th
11.00 am
Sunday 12th
11.00 am
Sunday 19th
11.00 am
Sunday 26th
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Service

MARCH SERVICES
Thursday 2nd
7.30 pm
Sunday 5th
11.00 am
Sunday 12th
11.00 am
Sunday 19th
11.00 am
Sunday 26th
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Service

APRIL SERVICE
Sunday 2nd
11.00 am

Service

We hold a drop-in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment and a chat with old and new friends.
Call in for a Charity Coffee Morning at 1 Bricketts Lane Flore on Wednesdays
February 1st and March 1st, 10 am to 12 noon. The charity for February will be The
Meningitis Trust and March, Doctors without Borders. Thank you for enabling these
coffee mornings to be so successful throughout 2016 with a total of £1684.28
raised. We look forward to seeing you in 2017, pop in for a few minutes and enjoy a
cup of coffee or tea and a chat.
Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC
Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meetings will be February 2nd and
March 2nd. The service in March will be led by Mr Martin Buckby. Come and have a
good sing, at times have a laugh and feel renewed. You will be most welcome.
Light refreshments will be served after these services.

Last year Zimbabwe had the most devastating drought year. Since arriving here
everything has changed. Each day we have had two or three full scale thunderstorms - thunder and lightening galore - and up to three, or four, or five inches each
day. And yet wonderfully sunny and hot in between. No need for jerseys with large
ceiling fans working all night. The dam on our farm has begun filling, and several
nights running, gangs of guys had to go down and drag the pumps further up from
the rising water. When you consider the size of the dam, that is an enormous inflow of water. How gracious our God has been! Long may it continue!
Jill and I will be returning in time for the special service to be held in the Weedon
Village Hall on Sunday 22nd January - a special service with the members of the
URC Church and our three parishes from Weedon, Everdon and Dodford combining to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
But can I draw your attention to our seven week Bible Study that will commence on
Friday 24th February - with two sessions each week - a lunch time gathering where
those attending bring their own lunch and an evening session where a supper will
be provided. Although the course takes as its material the Ten Commandments,
the major purpose behind the course is to look at how we might develop more effective prayer for those in leadership both in England and elsewhere for the crucial
times in which we live. Full details will be available in all our churches, together with
lists on which you can sign up for the course and hopefully this village newsletter
will have been able to print the leaflet that gives all the details. (page 19).
With every blessing
John

Date for 50+ will be Friday 28th April - please put it in your diaries. The schedule
will be in the next edition of Village News.
14
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight
01280 706258
Church Warden: Sandra Rogers
01327 209435
Assistant Church Warden: Betty Harris 01327 349228

February Services
Sunday 5th
9.30 am
Thursday 9th
10.00 am
Sunday 12th
9.30 pm
Sunday 19th
9.30 am
Thursday 23rd
10.00 am
Sunday 26th
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion
Benefice Service at Everdon

March Services
Wednesday 1st
Sunday 5th
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th
Thursday 23rd
Sunday 26th

Imposition of Ashes
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Praise (lay led)
Mothering Sunday Benefice Service at Weedon

7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.00 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

Refreshments are served after each service, do stay and join us. It is particularly
important that, at the Family Service/Messy Church, the congregation join the
children in worship.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily. You are very welcome to come in for quiet
prayer or reflection, or just to have a look around. There are guide sheets and
leaflets available. Further details telephone Sandra Rogers 01327 209435 or Betty
Harris 01327 349228.
Regular Group Activities - February
Wednesdays 7.45 pm
Bell Ringers. Contact Brian Foley 01327 341215
for further details.
Sunday 5th
5 - 6.40 pm
Youth Group Chapter House. Games evening.
Further details contact Liz Pearson 01327 342707
Thursday 9th 7.30 pm
Like Minded Ladies. Further details from Isabella
on 01327 342141
Saturday 11th 10 am-12
Coffee Morning. Refreshments & items for sale
Tuesday 14th 2.30 - 4 pm
Mothers Union. Chapter House Talk by Margaret
Hooper - ’Memories’. Contact Gill Douglas 01327
703197 for further details.
Sunday 18th 10.30 am - 12 Messy Church. Chapter House/Church.
Topic Hidden Treasure.
Saturday 25th 8.30 am
Men’s Breakfast. Chapter House. Further details
contact Tony Wincott on 01327 341767.
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WEEDON ART GROUP – 2017 PROGRAMME OF CLASSES
The Art Group’s programme of classes for 2017 is now available and people are
encouraged to put their name down for the classes which interest them. The classes
are open to anyone in the village and surrounding areas who would like to attend and
are suitable for beginners and improvers. They are held on a Saturday at the Scout
Hut in West Street, Weedon from 10.00 am – 4.00 pm. This year we have 4 tutors
taking the classes which has given us a great variety of subjects, learning different
techniques and media.
Classes for the first part of the year are Charcoal with Joanna Bryan; Colour Theory
& Practice with Eric Gaskell; Portraits – More than a Photograph with Joanna Bryan;
Pastels with Joanna Bryan.
The full program can be viewed on the Weedon Art Group’s Facebook page, the
Weedon Village website or further information and to be sent a copy of the
programme contact Libby Hart on weedonart@btinternet.com or 01327 341816.

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING

TURFING

HEDGE TRIMMING PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX
Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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Continued

WEEDON
WOMEN
TOGETHER

W.W.
T.

We are a newly formed group and our aim is to
oﬀer friendship and social evenings to women of
all ages who live in or near the village of Weedon
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel School
Room, New Street, Weedon.
The annual subscrip on for 2017 is £25, although guests are very welcome at
£3 per mee ng. For further informa on please ring Jennifer Morris on 01327
843010 or Gill Bryan on 01327 340191.
Here’s a taste of our forthcoming events:
February 16th – Life in Ethiopia
Speaker: Pamela Biss
March 16th – 101 Things you never knew about Garden Birds
Speaker: Chris Ward
April 20th – A Historical Re-enactment
Speakers: Angela and Ed Parker
May 25th (4th Thursday) – A Fashion Show at Weedon Village Hall
Presented by Wanda Fashions of Dunchurch
June 15th –Maintaining and Repairing Britain’s Historical Buildings
Speaker: David Sleight
July 20th – Summer Buffet (Bring and Share - 7:00pm start)
A delicious sharing buffet on the lawn outside the Chapel schoolroom.
(weather permitting; otherwise the buffet will go ahead in the dry inside!)
August 17th – “From Flower to Jar” with Bee/Honey related sale
table
Speakers: Wendy and Kevin Potts
September 21st – The History of Christian Names
Speaker: Susan Copperwheat
October 19th – AGM and Harvest Supper (7:00pm start)
A brief Annual General Meeting; followed by a Ploughman’s style Harvest
Supper.
November 16th – Wool and Spinning a Yarn
Speaker: Trish Owen
December 21st – Musical Talk “From Mediaeval to Mississippi”
Speaker: Saffron Summerfield
12

Regular Group Activities - March
Wednesdays 7.45 pm
Bell Ringers. Contact
Brian Foley 01327 341215
for further details.
Sunday 5th
5 - 6.40 pm
Youth Group Chapter
House. Further details
contact Liz Pearson 01327 342707.
Thursday 9th 7.30 pm
Like Minded Ladies. Further details from Isabella on
01327 342141.
Saturday 11th 10 am-12
Coffee Morning. Refreshments & items for sale.
Tuesday 14th 2.30pm
Mothers Union. Chapter House: Talk by Heather
Wilson, Radio Northampton ‘on her pilgrimage’.
Further details from Gill Douglas on 01327 703197.
Sunday 18th 10.30 am - 12 Messy Church. Chapter House/Church.
Topic: The Unforgiving Servant.
Saturday 25th 8.30 am
Men’s Breakfast. Chapter House. Further details
contact Tony Wincott on 01327 341767.
For further details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring
the Church Wardens.
The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need a small hall for your group or for
a private party or event, rentals are very competitive and Wifi is also available.
Please contact Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more information and availability.
Christmas Tree Festival
The Parochial Church Council wish to thank all the visitors and helpers that made
this festival such a success.
The peoples choice for the favourite tree was a draw.
The Chapter House Quilters "Angels", and
Weedon School, Sulgrave House “Reindeers”.
The Weedon Rainbows were runners up with their "Rainbow" tree.
Well done everybody. The trees all looked lovely.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry
Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am
Saturday 5.00 pm
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm
Parish Priest: Mgr Sean Healy Tel: 01327 300248
9

BIRD NOTES
WEEDON
The only Little Egret sightings that I have heard of since mid-November was a single
bird on 30th November and again on 7th December. The Tawny Owl was regularly
heard calling again from the centre of Lower Weedon from 20th December to 8th
January at least (see previous article). A Raven flew over calling on 16th December,
the deep croak is easily recognised and passing birds would go unnoticed but for
this. Grey Wagtails are regularly present, mainly along the river course through the
village and one was seen investigating inside the brick waste bin in the Jubilee Field
car park on 12th January. A single female Brambling was under the large Redwood
tree in the churchyard with a few Chaffinches on 3rd January and a female Blackcap
visited our garden feeder on 10th and 11th January.

Continued
Up to 24 White-fronted Geese ranged between Clifford Hill gravel pits, Whiston, Earls
Barton gravel pits and Great Doddington from 19th December to 11th January with 2
at Pitsford Reservoir on 4th January and 4 there on 11th. An unseasonable Marsh
Harrier passed through at Earls Barton gravel pits on 3rd January and probably the
best bird of the period was a Cattle Egret on 7th January for one day only in the River
Valley near Whiston/Cogenhoe.
Chris Coe 01327 340493

NEARBY
Four Waxwings were seen at Staverton on 19th November with the regular 4 Ravens
there on 26th. Four Ring-necked Parakeets flew over Buckby Wharf on 14th December and a Little Owl was at Fawsley Park on the same date. Two Waxwings were
again at Staverton on 17th December with one at Woodford Halse near to the Co-op
on Boxing Day and a White-fronted Goose with the Canada Goose flock at Fawsley
Park from 20th to 22nd December. The third day of the new year brought 2 Pinkfooted Geese over Daventry Town, a Barn Owl at Heyford Mill and a Waxwing in a
Daventry garden. A Grey Wagtail and a single Siskin were noted along the river valley near Heyford Mill on 5th and Fawsley Park produced Water Rails, Kingfishers,
Grey Wagtail and Siskins on 7th.
BOROUGH HILL
Two Woodcocks and a Short-eared Owl were reported from this site, both on 26th
November.
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
Highlights in the second part of November consisted of a single adult Bewick's Swan
on 29th and a large flock of 244 Golden Plovers on 15th and also noted in November
was a Peregrine, 12 Snipe and 4 Green Sandpipers. New on the scene in December
included up to 4 different Mediterranean Gulls between 11th and 23rd, Yellow-legged
Gulls on 15th and 21st and a Caspian Gull on 23rd. During January there was a regular Shelduck and a new Caspian Gull on 9th and a Mediterranean Gull was present
on 12th.
COUNTY RARITIES
Waxwing sites not already mentioned involved Brackmills, Northampton (one on 24th
Nov), Harrington Airfield (2 on 26th Nov), Hanging Houghton (2 on 27th Dec), Roade
(maximum of 15 on 2nd Jan), Woodford Halse again (7 on 7th Jan), Sywell Airfield (3
on 8th Jan), Bulwick (8 on 10th Jan), and up to a maximum of 24 in Kettering from
11th to 13th January. Up to 4 Crossbills were at Fineshade Wood between midNovember and 10th January. Two Bewick's Swans were at Earls Barton gravel pits
on 26th November and 5 flew over Pitsford Reservoir on 5th January. A Long-eared
Owl was at a secret roost site from 23rd November to 6th January. A Long-tailed
Duck was at Earls Barton gravel pits on 29th November with one at Stanford Reservoir from 27th December to 4th January. A single male Bearded Tit was at Stanwick
gravel pits from 29th November to 27th December and up to 2 Bitterns were there
between 1st and 11th December with one at Thrapston gravel pits from 27th Dec to
2nd Jan.
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This year the Junior Parish Council is focusing on getting ourselves out there;
we are addressing reoccurring problems such as: Pavement Parking, Graffiti
or People going on the mound. We are getting new members, with new ideas
and opinions! We can't wait!
Yours sincerely
Erin O'Toole, JPC chair
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