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Daventry District Council Ageing Well Consultation
Daventry District Council is updating its Older Person’s Strategy – Ageing Well in
Daventry District 2016-2020. The Council would like Daventry District to be a place
where older people are able to live independent, healthy and active lives for as long
as possible.
To help us with this work we need to hear from our local residents aged 50 years
and above on how growing older affects quality of life such as housing, health,
transport and social lives.
The Ageing Well Consultation starts from the 25th January – 4th March 2016.
Feedback from this will be used to inform the development of the draft ‘Ageing Well’
Strategy and our project work with older people.
Please look out for our survey in local community groups and outlets.
To complete the survey online please visit here:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AgeingWellinDaventryDistrict or, to have a copy
posted out to you please call the Council on 01327 871100.

This topical photo and text is taken from Waterways of Northamptonshire
by David Blagrove.
Canal Breach, Weedon
Following very heavy rain in the previous 24 hours, streams and watercourses became choked with water and already there was widespread flooding in the surrounding countryside.
Just after 6.00am on 18th October 1939, the canal embankment, a little to the left of
the road tunnel and canal steps in Bridge Street, gave way without warning loosing
the entire pound from Stoke Bruerne to Buckby locks of millions of gallons of water
into the village and making the floods in the Nene Valley worse. In Lower Weedon
the water rose to the top of ground floor windows and villagers had to be rescued by
punts propelled by clothes-line props. The canal was so vital to the war effort that
urgent repairs were carried out, a temporary channel was laid past the break and
traffic was running again in a few days.

Sadly, we have had to discontinue the Lunch Club at the Heart of England owing to
dwindling attendance and some dissatisfaction all round. We hope to be able to take
a fresh look at starting another Lunch Club within the coming months.

Age UK activities
Art Club: A friendly, relaxed Club open to beginners and competent artists.
We meet every Thursday morning during term time, 10.00am/12.00noon. £4.20
PAYG.
Bridge Club: A friendly, non-competitive club open to beginners and improvers. We meet every Tuesday morning 10.00 am/12.00 noon. £2.50 PAYG.
IPad/Tablet and Computer classes: Call for more information
Photography Club: This is a fun, relaxed club suitable for beginners and
experienced residents. We meet on the last Wednesday of the month from
10.00am to 12.00 noon. £2.50 PAYG

Weedon Bec History Society
All classes are held at 31 Billing Road, Northampton.
For full details contact Age UK Northamptonshire on 01604 629595.
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WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at
Jubilee Field.
Extracts from the December meeting
Items mentioned in the Public Forum part of the meeting.
A resident asked if Ellands Lane could be made one way due to all the vehicles cutting through when incidents occurred on the M1, A5 and A45 and the effect that this
causes in and around Church Street. This has been looked at previously and the
County Council had informed us that this was not likely to be considered. It was
noted that WiFi is now available in the Village Hall.
Under Arches proposed parking area. The Community Payback team has advised that they can come out and do some site clearing in January (9th,16th and
23rd). Information was put into the Gusher for anyone willing to help as well.
Jubilee Field Mound. Minutes of group’s meeting and a detailed report on the interviews with contractors was provided to Cllrs. Pros and cons for both contractors
were given. The Council agreed to offer the contract for the tender to Waste Recovery Solutions (WRS) at an all risk lump sum basis of £214,986 plus VAT.
Planning Decisions received from the District Council:
DA/2015/0918 5 Gloucester Close. Work to tree subject of Tree Preservation
Order DA134 – GRANTED
Planning Applications considered:
DA/2015/1060 Land off Bull Inn Close. Outline application for 8 dwellings and
access.
Extracts from the January meeting
A representative from Amey (contractors for the District Council) came to the meeting to advise on work at the Churchyard. Apologies were offered at the meeting as
he agreed with the Council and PCC members, that Amey had not carried out the
actions agreed last April, in fact they had failed miserably! They want to get back
on track and will send through a programme of work with potential dates for completion as soon as possible, including a regular progress report. Likely timeframe to
be a couple of months for the work to be completed.
Best Village Competition: We cannot enter this year due to being the champions last year! Permission had been received from the County Council to put some
winner signs on our village gateways. Should be up shortly.
Planning Decisions:
DA/2015/0850 68 Queen Street – first floor rear extension –
GRANTED
DA/2014/0957 2 The Greys – Work to tree with TPO – GRANTED
DA/2015/1040 Sandretto Building, Cavalry Hill Industrial Est – New storage unit
– GRANTED
Continued over
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DA/2015/0948 16 Croft Way – Two storey side and single storey rear
extension - GRANTED
DA/2015/0792 Unit 2 Royal Ordnance Depot – Opening of in-filled
doorway to west end of unit two – GRANTED
DA/2015/0793 Unit 2 Royal Ordnance Depot – Listed Building Consent for Opening of in-filled doorway to west end of unit two – GRANTED
Neighbourhood Plan.
Following the recent consultation, the Council agreed to submit the plan to the Local Planning Authority to undertake their Regulation 15 consultation.
Consultations
Six consultations had been received just the Christmas holidays and had been
looked at to see whether a response was required.
a. NCC’s Draft Budget and Council Plan consultation. Brief response to be submitted.
b NCC’s Waste & Minerals Consultation. No comments in general other than to
say the Council is happy to see the Dodford site removed from the plan.
c NCC’s Draft Northants Parking Standards Consultation. Brief response to be
submitted.
d NCC’s Joint Health & Wellbeing Board Strategy Consultation. No comments to
be made.
e Gov’s National Planning Policy Consultation. Response made, based on Neighbourhood Plan.
f Nortoft Partnerships, Open Spaces consultation. Response made as this is
quite important. Tied in with comments in the Neighbourhood Plan.
Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS)
The Parish Council has been awarded the Foundation level of this scheme. The
LCAS shows that a Council is well run, performs to a high standard, is up to date
and meets the all the criteria set by the sector, assessed by their peers.
We will be applying for the Quality level as soon as possible after the elections as
one of the main criteria of this level is an elected Council of more than 9 elected
members. We only have 4 elected Councillors and 6 co-opted Councillors on board
at present so do not qualify.
Budget & Precept for 2016/17
The budget and Precept request (money from the District Council) for the forthcoming year was discussed. Full details of this on page 21.

Public Meeting
Tuesday 2nd February, 2016
at 7 pm
In the Village Hall Annexe
To give an update on the Mound including prices, repayment figures for the loan, likely commencement date, etc.
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Weedon Bec Parish Council’s
Budget & Precept 2016/17
New items proposed to budget for this year include:
Mound re-payment (loan) fee,
Replacement fencing for the small children’s play area at Croft Way - two year
budget build up, likely for 2017
Clerk’s Pension (reflecting changes to legal requirements)
New walks booklets
Payment to the District Council re the bypass
Street light inspections
Total for proposed new items £15,823
As money has accumulated over the last few years, it is now planned to undertake
Phase II of the replacement street lights (the old mercury lamps have to be replaced). Streets identified on this phase include:
Brookside x 2
Croft Way x 4
Harmans Way x 10
Kings Park x 1
Neneside x 2
Queens Park x 2
West Street x 2
West Way x 1
After considerable discussion it was agreed to propose that the budget for the year
2016/17 would be £106,033. Under the present system of Council Tax payment,
Daventry District Council has estimated that for every £100 the Parish Council requests the Parish Tax base will £0.10 per Band D property.
We will use £5,000 of income and £8,969 from reserves to offset this budget therefore requesting a Precept of £92,064. This is an increase on last year of 3.8% . The
reasoning behind a slightly higher than normal increase is to allow for the new
items, more particularly the legislation regarding Clerk’s pension and mound repayments.
The Allotment Rents would remain the same as last year although the Cemetery
fees would be increased, in line with the Church of England’s fee table.
Exclusive Rights of Burial
£ 25.00
Exclusive Rights of Cremation
£ 25.00
Interment Fee
£280.00
Interment Cremated Remains
£137.50
Erection of headstone
£128.00
Erection of cremated remains tablet £ 67.00
Burials required in the Cemetery for people who lived outside the village will be
charged at standard fee plus 50%.
There would also be some money for grants available from the Council although
they would be capped at a maximum pay-out of £500 per group per year. The money available is a limited pot.
A full breakdown of these details can be found on the website.
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk
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WEEDON BROWNIES
Another busy Autumn term for our girls. The highlights were a sleepover at the Birmingham Sea Life
Centre in September and a Brownie Holiday Weekend in Twywell, Northants in November. During the
weekend the girls went out on a Village Trail, and
had an Archery session with the county instructors as
well as many other fun activities.
Many of our 10 year old girls are now moving on to Guide Units in the District and
we have welcomed one new girl to our unit. We now have 17 girls and a number of
them are now approaching their 10th birthdays. If you have a daughter that might be
interested in joining our unit now or in the future, we would be delighted to hear from
you.
Our plan to open a Rainbow Unit is progressing and we now have an adult volunteer
willing to train as a Leader and run the Rainbow Unit. We would be delighted to
hear from any parents of girls aged 4-6 years, who might be interested in joining the
Rainbow Unit when it opens – hopefully later this term or at Easter.
For further details please contact: Ginette Pilkington – gpilks@gmail.com
Weedon Bec Pocket Park
The mild weather in December brought on the spring flowers early. Snowdrops are
beginning to flower in the Pocket Park and, if you look carefully, you will see the
young leaves of bluebells and daffodils already appearing. They will be quite alright
if we get the sort of cold weather we are used to in February, but some of the other
plants which have already begun to come up will be killed off by the cold. Nature
allows for this and there will be seeds still in the soil, ready to take their place when
the spring really does come.
We are glad to hear that work on the car park under the arches is making progress
as this will be a good place for people to park to walk along Puddle Bank to the
Pocket Park. Like the Council, we have also been offered some help from the
Community Payback Team and they will be working in the park on 5 February and 5
March.
We will also have several other working parties in the park in February and March
and anyone who is interested in joining us to help with the work that needs doing will
be very welcome. Please contact either Ray Charlett (01327 340108), Fred Kay
(01327 349428) or Pamela Biss (01327 349309) for more information.

101
The number for all non-emergencies
and enquiries
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A message from the Parish Council Chairman
Here we are in 2016. What does this mean for the Parish Council? It is
election year for Weedon and voting takes place on Thursday 5th May to
elect your Parish Councillors. However, the voting will only take place if we
have more than 13 people prepared to come forward to be considered for the role of
a Councillor. There is a straight-forward application to be completed that must be
lodged with the Election Officer, by the 7th April at the very latest. Forms will be
available shortly from our Clerk or from the District Council offices.
Being a Parish Councillor can be very rewarding - yes, there are some everyday
matters that need to be dealt with - however, this is outweighed by lots of interesting
projects to help deliver good things for our village. However, it is a volunteer role.
Weedon deserves to have a dynamic, forward thinking and hard working Council could you be part of that volunteer team who would help make a difference? Perhaps you are a parent so could bring a view about what the children need? Maybe
you are an active retired person wanting to contribute? Maybe you are at work fulltime but have a desire to help make our village an even better place to be? You
must be over 18 and be an elector in the village. This could add another string to
your bow for your CV.
Can I ask you to think about it? Perhaps come along to the February or March
Parish Council meeting on the first Tuesday of the month to see what is involved?
Visit the village website, ‘The Council’ page where there is a guidance paper about
’What being a Councillor’ really involves - we will leave some printed copies in the
Old Phone Box if you want to pick one up! Or give Sue Halkett our Clerk, other
Councillors or myself a call to find out more.
Thanks for reading and all good wishes for a prosperous New Year.
Sue Butler 01327 341680
Campaign 2016
Our speed camera campaign for 2016 will be held during three
weeks in April and May. If you are interested in volunteering for
Speedwatch and are available for one of the training sessions, we
would love to hear from you. The more volunteers we have the
more we can do.
The next training sessions for new volunteers, run by Northamptonshire Police, are
on: Saturday, 13th February 2016 and Saturday, 19th March 2016. Sessions run
from 9.30 am – 12.00 pm and are held at Caroline Chisholm School, Wooldale
Road, Northampton NN4 6TP. New volunteers only need to attend one session.
Please contact: Ginette Pilkington at gpilks@gmail.com
Thank you.

ALLOTMENTS
If you would like to grow your own vegetables and do not have the space in
your gardens, have you considered taking on an allotment?
There are two allotment sites in Weedon Bec and there will be a few plots
available for this year so if you are interested, please call Sue Halkett on 341057
and put your name on the waiting list. First come, first served.
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WEEDON BEC HISTORY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2016

WANTED

21 March
Lorna York: Canal Boat Families
Lorna is a canal boat family historian and acting Chairman of The Friends of the
Canal Museum, Stoke Bruerne. She is also co-author of Care on the Cut, the biography of Mary Ward BEM, Nursing Sister to long-distance boatmen and their families.
25 April
Roy Smart: Another Icarus; The Rise and Fall of Percy Pilcher
A return visit by Roy, a former Royal Navy pilot, air display director and aviation consultant, who tells the story of an aviation pioneer whose historic and noble quest for
flight ended tragically in a quiet corner of a Northamptonshire field. He presents this
magnificent man and his flying machines in a colourful context of myth, local history
and the beginnings of flight.
26 September
Chris Salaman: Liverymen
This talk by Chris, a Red Badge Guide for the City of London, had to be postponed
from last year. It is about the origin of Liverymen, their purpose and achievements,
the role they play in today’s City and the resulting effect they have had over the last
500 years.
31 October
Kevin Varty: Dead and Buried
Two return visits this year from Kevin, a very entertaining speaker! The first on Halloween night is about the gruesome story of one of man’s oldest fears, premature
burial and bodysnatching. This talk follows 2014’s Black Feathers to Black Underwear.
28 November
Kevin Varty: Pictures in the Parlour
Kevin’s second talk is a history of magic lanterns, invented in the 1650s, some two
hundred years before photography. The talk covers developments in the lanterns
from their heyday in the 1870s and ends with a re-creation of a magic lantern show
giving an insight into family entertainment in the Victorian era. All the lanterns, glass
slides, jokes (and groans) are original items.
The History Society meets at 7.30 pm in the Chapel Schoolroom. Tea and coffee
available. All welcome. Non members £2.

BRIDGE PLAYERS
To join our small friendly mixed abilities group.
We play Chicago Bridge on a Thursday evening
from 7.30pm to 10pm in Weedon.
For further information or an informal chat please contact
Kath Charlett on 01327 340108

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING • TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING • PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX

Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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BIRD NOTES
WEEDON
Very little seems to have happened locally, probably due to the lack of extreme weather conditions. The exceptionally mild conditions however have induced several species
to sing at a time when they are mostly silent, hence Wrens, Song Thrushes, Mistle
Thrushes, Dunnocks and of course Robins were creating the illusion of early Spring
through the dull days of November and December.
A Blackcap has visited my garden feeders on at least three dates between 21st December and 7th January, this time unlike last year, a male rather than a female. Also
on the feeder for my first time a Great Spotted Woodpecker visited. I have noticed that
House Sparrows have again become quite common around the Village and several
patches of dense shrubbery are now the home of roosting colonies.
In the previous notes, I stated that an Otter had yet to be seen along the river and within a few days what was thought to be a young animal was found dead in Wood Way,
close to where the road crosses the river in late November, with evidence that it had
been a traffic casualty. Because of the mild conditions, a Hedgehog was still active in
at least one Weedon garden during the first few days of the new year.
NEARBY
At Fawsley Park Lakes there was an evening gathering (murmuration) of Starlings
estimated at 2000 on 25th November, these had attracted two or three Peregrines
attempting to prey on them. By 1st December, the flock had swollen to an incredible 15
to 20 thousand birds, but for some inexplicable reason there were a few days later,
less than 500 and later visits found no gathering at all. Fawsley also produced a Little
Gull on 2nd January along with five Ravens, two Kingfishers and a Brambling and
eleven Wigeon visited on 10th January.
Elsewhere, up to four Ravens were regularly present near Staverton throughout the
period, two Woodcock were flushed by the Hunt between Farthingstone and Maidford
on 17th November, a male Peregrine was plucking prey in a field between Long
Buckby and Buckby Wharf on 19th December, there were up to twelve Bramblings
between Badby and Catesby on 2nd January, two Crossbills over Staverton on 3rd
January and a Barn Owl between Bugbrooke and Cornhill on 11th January.
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
Among the more usual species during the period, there were reports of Goosanders,
Golden Plovers, Dunlin, Snipe, Green Sandpipers, Mediterranean, Caspian and Yellow
-legged Gulls, Siskins and Lesser Redpolls.
COUNTY RARITIES
Long stayers included the Marsh Harrier still at Earls Barton gravel pits until 22nd December and a Great Northern Diver at Ditchford gravel pits and a Red-necked Grebe
at Pitsford Reservoir from 13th December and 11th December respectively, still both
present to date. A selection of other less usual species from the period from midNovember to mid-January included Whooper and Bewick's Swans, Bitterns, Great
White Egrets (no fewer than eight different locations), Goshawk, Little Gulls (flock of
seven), Glaucous Gull, Kittiwake, Firecrests (four different sites) and Mealy Redpoll.
Chris Coe
01327 340493
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Vicar: Revd. Canon John Knight 01280 706258
Church Wardens: Sandra Rogers 01327 209435
Betty Harris
01327 349228

Dear Friends,
Something very Special this Year!
In the course of a year, a surprisingly large number of people pass through the doors
of our churches at Weedon, Everdon and Dodford. Not only for our regular Sunday
and Weekday services and for Christenings, Weddings (25+ each year), Funerals,
but also for all the special services at major festivals – like Easter, Harvest Festivals,
Remembrance Sundays, “Christmas” events, and also for many other occasions. Not
forgetting of course some other very special popular events like Messy Church. This
latter has now moved to a Sunday slot – 10.30am every third Sunday! Come and join
the fun. They even serve lunch at the end of it.
In spite of all that, this year we have decided to offer a very special extra – for those
who like a meal and a good film! If you love the thought of Africa, wild game and a
tribe that has never been in touch with civilisation, then this must be for you. The film
is called “The gods must be crazy” and will have you ”laughing in the aisles”. Certainly one of the funniest films I have seen. There is no charge for this – (but if you
wanted to make a donation as a result of enjoying it so much, that is up to you!) So
how do you join up for this? Put your name and telephone number on the special
lists at the back of each Church, or send your name and ‘phone number – mentioning
“The gods must be crazy” so we can contact you – to John Knight, 16 Glebe Drive,
Brackley NN13 7BX. We will then contact you to fix a date! “ Simples” as they say
on television. There is a sequel to this film – even funnier. We might offer that later,
so watch this space.
As we did last year, the Church at Weedon will be offering something special on
Mothering Sunday, 6th March. Instead of our normal service, we will holding a “Café
Church” event at the later time of 10.30am – when those attending will enjoy a special breakfast together. What a wonderful way to spoil all the Mums, Grannies etc.
For catering purposes, it is ESSENTIAL to sign up for the event on the special list
that will be available at the back of our Church during February. Do remember, the
Church is now usually open to visitors every day.
Special Visit to Her Majesty the Queen!
I have been amazingly blessed by an invitation from Buckingham Palace to attend
the Royal Maundy Service at St. George’s Chapel Windsor to receive a Maundy Gift
from the Queen and to lunch thereafter at Windsor Castle. Something to do with my
55 years in the ministry! What an amazing surprise! When? March 24th.
With every blessing
John (Knight)
PS John Knight's three books published while he has been in England - "Rain in a
Dry Land", "To Reign or not to Reign" , and "Who holds your Reins" are now all available on the Kindle system.
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ST Peter & St Paul’s Church
February Services
Sunday 7th
9.30 am
Wednesday 10th
7.30 pm
Sunday 14th
9.30 am
Sunday 21st
9.30 am
Thursday 25th
10.00 am
Sunday 28th
10.30 am
March Services
Sunday 6th

10.00 am

Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th

10.00 am
9.30 am
10.00 am

Tuesday 22nd

2.30 pm

Thursday 24th
Friday 25th
Sunday 27th

7.30 pm
2-3 pm
10.30 am

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord
injured people rebuild lives after injury”
Holy Communion
Imposition of Ashes
Holy Communion
Lay-led service followed by Messy Church
Holy Communion
Benefice service at Everdon
Mothering Sunday - Café Church: service with light
breakfast. Contact Betty on 349228
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Palm Sunday - Lay-led service following by Messy
Church
Holy Week - Mothers Union, Holy Communion open
to all
‘Last Supper’ at Weedon
Good Friday service at Weedon
Easter Sunday Benefice Service at Weedon

After each Sunday service there is an opportunity to stay for coffee and biscuits in
the Chapter House; please come along and join us.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily, you are very welcome to come in for quiet
prayer or reflection or just to have a look around. There are guide sheets and booklets available.
Bell ringing practice. Every Wednesday starting at 7.45 pm. Why not just
come along and see if you would like to join the team, new or experienced ringers
always welcome? Please call Brian Foley on 01327 341215 or just turn up on the
night for a chat.
Coffee Mornings on the 2nd and 3rd Saturdays in the month from 10 am to
12.00 noon. Pop along for a coffee and a chat.
Men’s Breakfast. Last Saturday in the month in the Chapter House at 8.30 am.
A great ‘full English breakfast’ for only £5.00, speaker included. Funds raised go
towards the Church fabric fund. Contact Tony Wincott, 01327 341767 for more information.
Messy Church. Sunday 21st February and Sunday 20th Marchfrom 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. Themes: February - Feed the 5000 and
March - Welcome Jesus into Jerusalem. Do come along and bring the
family, grans and grandads also welcome. Tea/coffee and biscuits
served throughout. Lunch included.
Mothers’ Union. Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 2.30 - 4 pm in
the Chapter House. Please note there is no meeting in February (Shrove Tuesday)
and the March meeting will be held as a Holy Communion service on Tuesday 22nd
(Holy Week). Everyone is welcome. Contact Betty, on 349228 for more information.
8

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2016
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold
a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 2016 whilst raising awareness of spinal
cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital services. You can hold a fish and chip supper
in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and
donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to donate an additional
£5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will also give
you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.
Just £50 could contribute towards the support from our Peer Support Service for
one hour, in a district general hospital or Major Trauma Centre. In 2016 we want to
make the batter matter and raise £40,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year
we raised £12,000 from the suppers.
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer
support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the moment a
spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives, by providing services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord
injury.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there
are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are
also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to
run a fun evening with your group.
For more information or to request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845
071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit
www.siafishandchips.co.uk

Room for Hire
Weedon Bec Primary School has a room for hire. The room can accommodate
activities including indoor sports, meetings, exercise/dance classes. We can also
provide tables and chairs, WIFI, projector screen, toilet facilities, and in some cases
kitchen facilities.
School hall size: 140 square metres
Cost of hire: £9.00 per hour
Availability: evenings (after 16:30) and weekends
Contact: Laura Kerrison (Business Manager) for further details on 01327 340547 or
after school hours on 07795 473186
Other rooms may be available on request.
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WEEDON BEC
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

WEEDON BEC PARISH
COUNCIL
You can now keep up to
date with the latest news and
information from
Weedon Bec Parish Council
via Facebook.
www.facebook.com/weedonbecpc

At the last Parish Council meeting
councillors agreed that the revised
Submission Neighbourhood
Development Plan will be
forwarded to the District Council
who will undertake their own
(Reg 15) public consultation
starting in February for 6 weeks

HIGHWAYS WARDEN
If you spot any pot holes or any
problems with footpaths, verges or roads,
email Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for Weedon Bec.
weedonroads@hotmail.com

Mound Update:
The ‘Mound’ Work Group continues to progress matters and wishes to
provide you with an update:
Tender results have been considered, interviews with shortlisted
companies and a preferred contractor was put to the Parish Council at
their December meeting. The Council agreed the decision for the preferred
contractor. This work is for a full removal of the mound, re-engineering the verge and
footpath down to ground level at a cost of £214,986 plus VAT as an ALL-RISK FIXED
PRICE. The VAT is fully recoverable.
A meeting was held with the District Council, just prior to Christmas, to inform them of
the progress made and to find out if any funds were available. Disappointingly, we
were advised that no funding was available from them, that a planning application
needs to be submitted to remove the mound, and that DDC would not be in a position
to offer assistance as they are the enforcing body in respect of the contamination.
Whilst disappointing news we do not expect planning approval to hold up progress.
An evidence report is being drawn up to include statements from local residents
which will be used to engage with the Ministry of Defence (MoD) who has previously
been uncommunicative. This is to enable us to advise of intended works and discuss
responsibilities.
Our local Member of Parliament, Mr Chris Heaton-Harris MP, has been contacted in
order to promote the need for the MoD to be responsive to the Parish Council and to
also consider their duty of care in terms of the previous history of the site. It is hoped
this pressure will result in co-operation and funding from the MoD.
The project will need to be funded by a Public Works Loan Board (government loan)
and we hope to have the figures for the repayment of this loan, and how this affects
us as tax payers, for the February Parish Council Meeting. This meeting will start at
7.00pm to share progress regarding the Mound and to answer any questions.
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Continued
Like-minded Ladies. Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month
in the Chapter House at 7.30 pm. For further details please contact
Isabella on 01327 342141.
Craft Evenings. The craft group meets on the last Thursday in
the month in the Chapter House at 7.30 pm. Come and have an enjoyable evening
relaxing with friends whilst doing sewing/kitting/drawing etc. For further details please
contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Quiz night dates: 11th March, 20th May, 30th Sept and 25th Nov. Contact: Isabella
Masters on 342121, to book a team or for more information.
Details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring Betty
Harris on 01327 349228.
The Parochial Church Council are actively fundraising to repair the leaking roof. If
you can help financially through a donation or give some time to help with important
maintenance jobs, please contact Church Wardens at 349228 or 209435. Email:
stpeterpaul-weedon@hotmail.co.uk . Thank you
The PCC, on behalf of the Children’s Society, wish to thank everybody who
attended the CHRISTINGLE SERVICE on 24th December at St Peter & St Paul
Church, Weedon. Around £430 was raised.
Advance Notice for special
events in 2016
Apr:
Film themes &
Upton Footlights. Call
349228 for information
May:
Film night
Jul 2nd:
Celebrate the Patronial
Feast / Festival Day
Sep 10th: Ride & Stride - sponsored
ride/walk between churches
Sep 25th: Harvest Lunch £5 - after the
morning service.
Oct 16th:
Feast of the Tabernacle Everdon Church
Oct/Nov:
Concert TBC
Dec:
Christmas tree festival/
Christmas event 11th and
18th
NEW THINGS
GROUP: Bible study house
group (discussion group):
FILM: A film entitled “ The Gods must
be crazy”. Will be played, date TBC.
More details from Betty Harris on
349228.
9

The Chapter House is available
for hire.
If you need a small hall for your group or
for a private party or event, rentals are
very competitive and WIFI is also
available.
Please contact Sheila Troath 01327
341642 for more information and
availability
Annual Community Litter Pick
The Parish Council is hoping to
organise a community litter pick,
possibly one Saturday in April.
If you are interested in helping out or
even getting your group involved,
please contact Sue Halkett on 341057
More information to be in the next
newsletter.

WEEDON ART GROUP
Weedon Art Group organises classes and workshops throughout the year for people in the village and beyond to enjoy all aspects of art. The aim of the group is to
provide art lessons at an affordable cost.
The classes are mostly suitable for beginners and improvers but are open to anyone who would like to come along, learn a new skill or improve on what they already
know, meet others and just have a fun, relaxing time. They are held on a Saturday
in the Scout Hut, New Street, Weedon and the main tutor is Beccy Roberts who is a
great teacher and will encourage you to achieve fantastic results.
For 2016 there are a variety of classes throughout the year covering different subjects and mediums such as pen & wash, acrylic painting in landscapes & impressionist style, abstract classes, drawing animals, pastels, charcoal, workshops in
linocuts with Eric Gaskill, Calligraphy with Joy Daniels and a weekend workshop in
July with visiting artist Paul James.
If you would like the programme for the year, are interested in coming along to the
classes, or would like further information, please contact Libby Hart on 01327
341816, email: weedonart@btinternet.com or look on the Parish Council website
under groups for the programme.
Classes coming up are:
CHARCOAL – TIPS AND TRICKS – 20th February
Drawing with charcoal is great fun – it encourages you to be spontaneous and impulsive – and because the contrasts are dynamic and extreme, the effects are often
stunning! Suitable for all levels of experience, this class will focus on experimentation and confidence building – tips and tricks to get the most from your image.
1 Session - £18.00
FUN WITH CRAYONS (polychrome pencils) – 5th March
The new ranges of coloured crayons from Derwent, Windsor & Newton etc - have
given rise to a whole new sphere of artwork. This one day workshop will be an introduction to coloured crayon art - focusing on the different techniques used and the
different effects that can be achieved - and of course, the most fun that can be had!
1 Session - £18.00
PEN & WASH – 19th March
Always very popular pen & wash is a traditional painting method which now has
many contemporary versions. During this one day session we will look at a variety
of techniques – there will be plenty of scope for experimentation and practice – and
an opportunity for you to discover your own unique pen & wash style!
1 Session - £18.00
LINOCUTS – 2nd & 16th April
Eric Gaskell (www.egdesign.co.uk) has been painting and printmaking for over 35
years and runs workshops on printmaking around the UK. These will be fun (but you
will work hard!) and informative classes looking at how to create a linocut. The class
will introduce the basic skills, from drawing for linocut (what makes the best linocut),
how to get the best from your design (positive and negative shapes),

Continued from previous page
.
We would like to extend our grateful thanks to all who gave toys
and toiletries for the Nene Valley Christian Family Refuge. The
families at the Refuge were over the moon with the amount of toys
they received and also wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Your generosity did not stop there. CHRISTIAN AID received generous
donations for their continued work in their 75th year. We as a Church are extremely
thankful for the generosity shown to these charitable organisations in these austere
times, thank you to all.
Date for 50+ will be Friday 22nd April, please put it in your diaries. The schedule will
be in the next edition of Village News
If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our Minister
Revd Jay Phelps Tel: 01327 340282 mobile, 07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs
Margaret Hooper Tel: 01327 340524.
Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you want to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.

St Peter & St Pauls Church
Quiz night:
FRIDAY 11th MARCH in the
Chapter House, starting 7.30pm
You can have up to 6 in a team cost £6.50 per person to enter includes ploughman’s supper.
Anyone wishing to enter please
contact Isabella on 01327 342141

St Peter & St Pauls Church
MESSY CHURCH
PANCAKE PARTY

February 9th (Shrove Tuesday)
4-5 pm
Fun and games, pancake racing and
pancakes for tea. Children welcome with
parents and carers.
No charge (but donations welcome.)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry

Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am,
Saturday 5.00 pm,
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm
Parish Priest: Mgr Sean Healy Tel: 01327 300248

Continued over
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Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

Weedon Art Group, continued from previous page.
transferring the image, methods of making cut marks, different methods of inking
the block and taking a printing from it. This will be a single colour linocut, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t combine colours by printing onto coloured papers, collage
etc. Cost of class includes use of linocut tools.
2 Sessions - £50.00

Minister Revd Jay Phelps
The following are our services and activities for February and March. We would love
to welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these services and events.
FEBRUARY
Thursday 4th
Sunday 7th
Sunday 14th
Sunday 21st
Sunday 28th

7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Service

MARCH
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 6th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th
Thursday 24th
Sunday 27th

7.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
7.30 pm
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service (Palm Sunday)
Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Service Easter Day

APRIL
Sunday 3rd

11.00 am

Service

We hold a drop in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for
refreshment and a chat with old and new friends.

MARDI GRAS
SUPPER & ENTERTAINMENT
in
THE CHAPTER HOUSE
SHROVE TUESDAY FEBRUARY 9TH
at 7.00 pm
Traditionally the time to
party before Lent
Entertainment by
GAYATHRIE
Masks or fancy dress optional
Tickets: £7.00

Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC
Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meetings are on February 4th and
March 3rd. The service in March will be led by Mr Martin Buckby. If you need
an hour out of a hectic week, why not come along and join us to share the love of
Christ. You will be most welcome. Light refreshments will be served after these services.

Book in advance with Betty
Harris (01327 349228) or
Freda English (01327 341479)

CALL IN FOR A CHARITY COFFEE MORNING at Yewtree Cottage, 48 High St,
Flore, Wednesday 3rd February and Wednesday 2nd March, 10 - 12 noon. The
Charity for February will be the Red Cross and March will be PSPA (Progressive
Supernuclear Palsy).

Some residents are
planning to start a
non-denominational
meeting to
pray for Weedon.

Thank you for enabling these coffee mornings to be so successful throughout 2015.
A total of £1,817 was raised. We look forward to seeing you in 2016, pop in for a
few minutes and enjoy a cup of coffee and a chat.
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If you are interested please contact
Cliff on 01327 341095 or
email bavester2@hotmail.com
11

WEEDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

NORDIC WALKS

Walks approx. 5.5—6.5 miles

Monday 7th March @ 2pm
Meet: Heart of the Shires.

Brockhall Walk
Leader: Viv Crouch

Monday 21st March @ 2pm
Meet: Church car park

Harlestone Walk
Leader: Viv Crouch

SKITTLES
20th Jan
17th Feb
16th Mar
at
The Old Sun,
Nether Heyford

Monday 11th April @ 2pm
Draycote Walk
Meet: Draycote Visitor’s Centre Leader: Lesley

Time: 7.00 pm.
Supper: £2.00
per person

Monday 25th April @ 2pm
Meet: Tesco car park

Borough Hill Walk
Leader: John Evans

Monday 9th May @ 2pm
Meet: Brixworth Church

Brampton Way Walk
Leader: Viv Crouch

WALKS

MONTHLY MEETINGS

2nd Feb
Meet:

Borough Hill (Grade D)
Borough Hill car park

16th Feb
Meet:

Nene Way, Badby (Grade B)
Windmill pub. Street car parking

1st Mar
Meet:

Weedon Walk (Grade C)
Jubilee Field car park

15th Mar
Meet:

Brampton Way (Grade D)
Brampton Halt Pub,
Chapel Brampton

5th Apr
Meet:

Harlestone (Grade B)
Harlestone village church, car park

Walks commence at 10.30 am
Leader for all walks: Viv Crouch
Evening Walk
19th Apr
Daventry Country Park
Meet:
Queen of Hearts pub car park
Wimborne Place, Daventry
Walk commences at 6.30 pm
Leader for walk: Ralph Porter
Walk Grades
Grade A: Steep hills and/or stiles
Grade B: Moderate hills and/or stiles
Grade C: Gentle hill, no stiles
Grade D: Flat ground, no stiles

10th Feb: Weedon Silk
Factory and other novels Judith Allnatt
9th Mar: AGM
Talk: John Evans - A trip
across the ocean floor
13th Apr: 8th Birthday Party
Fish & Chip supper
Beetle Drive
at the Village Hall,
West Street,
commencing at 7.30 pm.
£2.00 donation per person
Everyone is welcome to come
along, even if you just want to
come for a walk.
For further information please
contact

Viv Crouch on 01327
341193
or email:
kvc.crouch@btinternet.
com
Affiliated to the British Heart
Foundation
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The Ladies of Weedon Women’s Institute meet on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel School
Room, New Street, Weedon. We are a friendly group who
actively welcome new members. Membership rules apply, although guests
are very welcome at £3 per meeting.
For further information please ring Jennifer Morris (President) on 01327
843010 or Gill Bryan (Secretary) on 01327 340191.
We have a varied and interesting programme for 2016, which includes:
February 18th 2016 – The Origins of Bee-Keeping. An insight into
the history of bee-keeping, folklore and honey remedies.
March 17th 2016 – Vegetarian Cookery. A number of our members
will talk about a vegetarian dish they like and bring along samples for us
all to taste.
April 21st 2016 – Afternoon Tea with our Archives (2:00–4:00pm;
no evening meeting). Create an afternoon tea, bring it and invite a
friend along to share it with you. Also, an opportunity to have a browse
through our archives which will be on display.
May 19th 2016 – Let’s Talk About It! First w e w ill discuss and vote
on our 2016 Resolution. Then, we will discuss anything else that takes our
fancy! There will be a short quiz if the conversation dries up!
June 16th 2016 – Daytime Outing (Time and venue TBC; no evening
meeting). The venue for this outing has yet to be decided. I t w ill
be discussed and voted on by the members in due course.
July 21st 2016 – Summer Buffet (Bring and Share - 7:00pm start)
A delicious sharing buffet on the lawn outside the Chapel schoolroom.
(weather permitting; otherwise the buffet will go ahead in the dry inside!)
August 18th 2016 – David Sharpe Returns….. Following David’s immensely popular falconry presentation last year, he is returning with some
exotic animals!
September 15th 2016 – Members’ Lunch (12:00 for 12:30; no evening meeting). By popular demand, follow ing the success of last
year’s event. A two course lunch at The Windmill Inn, Badby.
October 20th 2016 – AGM and Harvest Supper (7:00pm start). Our
Annual General Meeting followed by a Ploughman’s style Harvest Supper.
November 17th 2016 – The Benefits of Herbs and Spices. Learn
how herbs and spices can be beneficial to us in all manner of ways.
December 15th 2016 – Christmas Floral Designs. A workshop where
we will learn how to create floral designs for Christmas; with the opportunity for some hands on practice. Plus, the usual mince pies and mulled
wine!
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