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WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL
You can now keep up to date with the latest news and
information from Weedon Bec Parish Council via our
website, use the QR Code for easy access or
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk
facebook.com/weedonbecpc
Parish Council meeting dates
Dec 4th

Jan 8th

Feb 5th

Meetings are held in the Village Hall Annexe commencing
at 7.30 pm unless the agenda states otherwise

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Parish Council
WEEDON BEC NEWS
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email
weedonbecpc@btinternet.com. Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter
page advert. Space is limited and will be given on a first come first served basis.
The next newsletter will be distributed in February 2019. Deadline for copy:
15th January, 2019.
Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057
for more information.
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EXTENDED HOURS SURGERIES

There will be no extended hours surgeries at Greens Norton or Weedon when we are
closed for staﬀ training, see dates below.

SURGERY CLOSURE FOR STAFF TRAINING 2018/2019
Both Greens Norton Medical Centre and Weedon Surgery will be closed on the following Wednesday a ernoons for staﬀ training. The surgeries will close at 12.30pm
and re-open again the following morning.
Wednesday 5 December
Wednesday 16 January
Wednesday 13 February
Wednesday 13 March
CHICKENPOX
Recent research has shown that using IBUPROFEN in children
and adults who have CHICKENPOX (not Shingles) increases
the chance of nasty skin infec4ons.
We would like to draw your a5en4on to this, and advise
s4cking to Paracetamol, which is safer.

The Early History of Granny's Cafe?
The above photograph shows Granny's Cafe in Church St. Could it be the Town
House mentioned in the Vestry Book for Weedon, in which the churchwardens recorded in July 1636 that "a plot of ground and a decayed house called the Town House
was granted to five parishioners who were to rebuild it within three years, on condition
that it should have one fair decent room to be employed for the public use of the
Parish of Weedon. Voluntary contributions for the rebuilding were called for in March
1638, raising £21 and five trees”.
Two early- buildings experts recently looked at the property and proposed construction
dates from about 1500, so that the entire building could not have been newly constructed in1636-9. But, there had been a fire in Lower Weedon in 1629 when ten
houses were destroyed and several damaged. It is thought, just possibly, that this
property, Granny's Cafe, might be the original Town House in a state of disrepair in
1636 and rebuilt by 1639.
The History Society has copies of the comprehensive Historic Building Reports, which
are available to look at on request in which more detail and evidence is offered,
though it is agreed that more research needs to be done before it can be disproved or
confirmed.
The Vestry Book is deposited in Northamptonshire Record Office, Northampton.

IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT INFORMATION
We are con4nually reviewing the amount of nursing and GP 4me oﬀered to meet
pa4ents’ requests for appointments. On occasions pa4ents fail to a5end their appointments and we ask that you cancel appointments that you no longer require
to enable us to oﬀer them to someone else.
The most recent a5endance results are as follows:
1st Sept 18 – 31 October 18

Pa5ents A6ending

GPs

98%

Nurses

96%

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE CANCELLED BY CONTACTING RECEPTION OR
THROUGH SYSTMONLINE ON-LINE SERVICES. THANK YOU.

Partners: Dr A P Akram . Dr D R Geatch . Dr S E T Harper . Dr S R Hartley . Dr J H W Hill
Dr G E Robson . Dr J Robson . Dr M M Rookledge . Dr A Schofield

Weedon Bec History Society
2
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8.
Your Village

G

There is a definite feel that people look out for each other in Weedon
Bec with an exceptional sense of community. The comments from the
Junior Parish Council recognised that it is inclusive for all ages. The
overall environment is a pleasant mixture of old and new and those we
met including the children sang the praises of their village as a great
place to live and grow up in. The village is proud of their Parish Council
which has been named PC of the Year by NALC for their stand to ensure that the MOD took responsibility for the clearance of the Mound on
the Playing Field, a high-risk legacy from the Ordnance Depot.
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OPENING HOURS
Day

Time

Monday 24th December

Normal Hours

Tuesday 25th December

CLOSED (Bank Holiday)

Wednesday 26th December

CLOSED (Bank Holiday)

Thursday 27th December

Normal Hours

Friday 28th December

Normal Hours

Monday 31st December

Normal Hours

Tuesday 1st January

CLOSED (Bank Holiday)

Wednesday 2nd January

Normal hours

For urgent medical problems that cannot wait un4l we re-open please
telephone the NHS Out-Of-Hours service on 111. For emergencies phone 999

Prescrip5ons: Please order your prescrip4ons in advance of the Christmas Period
and allow plenty of 4me before and during the Christmas and New Year period for
your prescrip4on to be processed.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Chairman’s Report
Hello All
I cannot believe that I am putting together the last Chairman’s words for 2018! It’s
been a good one for the village overall, not least being acknowledged as the second
best village in Northants. Of course we know we are the best so we will just have to
try and persuade the judges again next year.
Last weekend was the annual Weedon Art Group exhibition with over 160 paintings
on display. The talent that we have in our village is amazing. Congratulations to
Geraldine Newbrook for winning best in show with her piece ‘Bird Song’ as voted by
people who attended. I was very pleased to acquire a painting of the depot by our
very own Parish Clerk Sue!
The community orchard continues to flourish and we are in the process of being
judged for another competition; watch this space. Once again many people are
involved in this project, however today I’d like to acknowledge the continued energy
and enthusiasm that is poured in by Kevin Perry.
The recent annual village litter pick saw volunteers of all ages get together to make
sure our village continues to look good on the outside as well as the inside and
thanks to those who joined in. We could do with a few more people getting involved
next year please, it’s just a few hours and there’s a bacon or egg buttie on offer if
that helps to persuade you!
It’s really good to know that the last remedial activity, grass seeding, has now been
completed on the area formerly known as the mound. Next year will be about how
we are making the most of our newly recovered land. Lots of good ideas are being
investigated.
It was very exciting to be part of the opening ceremony of the Daventry District Link
Road alongside Sofia and Eeva Kovhakka, who represented the Junior Parish Council admirably. It was lovely hearing their enthusiasm for the JPC and the village overall. The road has been a long time coming but certainly I have seen a positive difference in my daily journey to Northampton.
And finally, I want to share my reflections on Remembrance Day which, this year,
marks 100 years since the end of WW1. To the wonderful team of people who put
time into preparing for a day that truly honoured those from our village and beyond,
thank you on behalf of all us in the village. Our village commemorations began with
the planting of a Walnut Tree by Arthur Hart. Sunday 11th November started at 6am
with over 50 people at the cemetery listening to bagpipes. This was later followed by
silent procession across the village to a moving church service. Ewan Horton, 12,
played the cornet at the cemetery at 11am whilst we remembered in silent respect.
The exhibition at the beautifully decorated church was poignant, interesting and so
personal with artifacts kindly lent by local people. And at the close of the day, the
lighting of the beacon in the village, joining over 1000 similar beacons across the UK
and bagpipe, a final rendition of the Last Post and church bells.
Continued over
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It seems a bit early to be saying it right now but, by the time this magazine is distributed around the village by another loyal team of volunteers, it will be ok to wish you all
a rather splendid Christmas and health and prosperity in 2019 from me and all in the
Parish Council.
With kind regards
Zoe
07740 564047
Halloween - Thank You
On behalf of all the parents and children of the village, I would like to thank all the
residents who decorated their houses and gave out sweets on Halloween. Your
efforts and kindness are very much appreciated.

The Rotary Club of
Danetre
with their
Santa Sleigh
will be coming around
Weedon on
Wednesday 12th
December from
6.30 pm onwards.

Thanks to Welton Guides for the
photograph
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Best Village Competition feedback from judges
Village Name: WEEDON BEC Total Marks Awarded: 80%
Feedback and possible actions
The village has a very inclusive feel with a very wide range of regular
1.
activities
and one off events catering for all ages. New organisations and
Village Life
events being added to the already impressive range. The welcome pack
provided for new residents is bursting at the seams with everything you
need to know about events, the many organisations and useful area information. Visitors are made very welcome and the area is well signposted.
2.
The Church, Chapter House, Village Hall, URC Hall and the facilities at
Community Riverside Court are well used by various organisations. There are plenty
Facilities
of varied sports facilities and the old Ordnance Depot is being developed
with Lottery funding with a variety of facilities. A questionnaire has been
completed to assess recreational needs. There is a good spread of wellkept noticeboards. The village is looking into the cost of financing a
PCSO with adjacent villages instead of having a nominated Police
Liaison Officer. The doctor’s surgery provides a mini bus on Wednesdays to take residents to appointments.
3.
A number of local businesses support the village and provide employBusiness
ment. A donation from the village shop from plastic bag charges has
helped fund a library narrow boat for the school and meat is donated for
the Seniors Christmas party. Villagers are instrumental in running local
businesses and clubs.
Good facilities for pre-school and a thriving Primary School with 97% of
4.
Young Peo- pupils living in the village. There is an innovative and enthusiastic Junior
Parish Council who have input to decisions made by the main PC. Secple
ondary age children continue to be involved in the village. There are a
lot of out of school activities for all ages.
There are a wide variety of activities and support for older residents and
5.
they are involved in many of the events, clubs and activities. DACT and
Older
volunteers provide transport for the elderly and in addition to the surgery
People
transport, there is a weekly minibus to the supermarket. Fund raising by
seniors provide for their own annual Christmas Party. First impressions
are that Weedon is a good place to grow old in.
There are a variety of environmental initiatives with allotments, and a
6.
Environment community orchard with large tanks to capture water. A recycling chaland Sustain- lenge took place in the school and resulted in the provision of more recycling bins. The pocket park supported by volunteers is well used. There
ability
are native plants and a wildlife pond. The JPC and the school are also
involved in anti-litter campaigns. The orchard has traditional trees
bought by residents. Excess food from activities is donated.
7. IT
Good informative websites with eye–catching banner on the village site.
A well maintained site, utilising what is becoming the standard template.
Specifying size of documents is good practice. Good use of calendars
and alphabetical searches make it easy to navigate.
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over Kingsthorpe Golf Course on 10th Oct , a Richard's Pipit at Chelveston Airfield
from 13th to 16th October, a Great Skua at Sywell Country Park on 15th October,
single Yellow-browed Warblers at Stanford Reservoir on 10th, at Stoke Wood Desborough on 26th and in Corby on 28th October. Eight Velvet Scoters arrived at Thrapston gravel pits on 28th October with 6 remaining until at least 13th November, but
only one on 14th, then a pair of Bearded Tits at Stanwick gravel pits on 4th, 5th, 6th
and 11th November, a Hooded Crow over Alderton on 7th and possible Roughlegged Buzzards between Apethorpe and Woodnewton and at Aldwincle on 9th and
11th November respectively.
LAST RECORDED SUMMER VISITORS
NIGHTINGALE
3rd Jul
QUAIL
13th Jul
CUCKOO
2nd Aug
TURTLE DOVE
28th Aug
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER 6th Sep
GARDEN WARBLER
8th Sep
SWIFT
11th Sep
WHITETHROAT
17th Sep
WILLOW WARBLER
20th Sep
SAND MARTIN
21st Sep
GARGANEY
22nd Sep
COMMON TERN
25th Sep
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER
26th Sep
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER
27th Sep
YELLOW WAGTAIL
29th Sep
SEDGE WARBLER
3rd Oct
REED WARBLER
3rd Oct
LESSER WHITETHROAT
5th Oct
HOBBY
9th Oct
HOUSE MARTIN
12th Oct
SWALLOW
17th Oct

Thrapston Gravel Pits
Billing Gravel Pits / Cogenhoe
Stanwick Gravel Pits
Harrington Air Field
Stanford Reservoir
Borough Hill
Stanford Reservoir
Stanford Reservoir
Stanford Reservoir
Earls Barton Gravel Pits
Pitsford Reservoir
Ditchford Gravel Pits
Thrapston Gravel Pits
Daventry Country Park
Long Buckby
Stanford Reservoir
Stanford Reservoir
Thrapston Gravel Pits
Pitsford Reservoir
Pitsford Reservoir
Pitsford Reservoir

Chris Coe
01327 340493

Weedon Cinema
SPECIAL SHOWING FOR DECEMBER
We will be holding a matinee show on Saturday 20th December show commencing at 2.00 pm. This replaces the normal 4th Thursday for December,
back to normal in January.
Donations gratefully accepted. Tea and coffee available.
For details of films contact Paul Duck 01327 340124 or 07790 852 681
or email paul@duckjp.plus.com
32

5

Bird Notes DECEMBER 2018—(PERIOD MID SEP TO MID NOV)
WEEDON
Up to 2 Little Egrets were present throughout the period and Grey Wagtails continue
to be common, mostly along the river valley. I had not managed to note any late
House Martins, but a few incoming Fieldfares were heard and seen passing overhead
on 10th October and from then on. A Nuthatch was again heard calling from the mature trees at the back of West Street on 17th Sep, single Siskin and Lesser Redpoll
passed over on 11th October as did a Raven on 24th. The mild weather of midNovember encouraged the resident Mistle Thrush in the vicinity of the Bramble Patch
to burst into song on 10th November from then on, a little early for Spring.
NEARBY
A Pied Flycatcher was reported near to the canal at Thrupp on 15th September and at
least 10 House Martins were still flying around Everdon on 26th September. October
sightings consisted of 2 Little Egrets at Flore on 2nd , a single Lesser Redpoll and a
Raven flew over Mantles Heath on 16th and a Little Owl was at Little Brington on
29th. The highlights however was a Gannet over Long Buckby on 21st and 8 Cranes
over Fawsley Park on 27th. Other October occurrences in the Long Buckby vicinity
included Green Sandpiper and Stonechat on 1st, Mediterranean Gull on 4th, Redwing and Blackcap on 8th, Lesser Redpoll on 9th, Mandarin (Buckby Wharf} on 10th,
Snipe on 19th, Chiffchaff on 19th and 20th, Raven on 21st and Peregrine on 31st. Up
4 Ravens. Up to 4 Ravens were noted at Staverton on 4th and 10th November.
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
Autumn passage months are a very busy time and that has been reflected in the number and quality of the sightings. The selected 'most unusual' was a Mediterranean
Gull on 17th September, 17th October and 1st November, a Grey Phalarope from
21st to 25th September, 5 Cranes over on 25th September, a Little Stint from 25th to
27th , 3 Great White Egrets from 10th to 17th October, a Rock Pipit on 11th October,
a Whooper Swan on 29th October and what appeared to be a hybrid American/
Eurasian Wigeon on 7th November
Also present at sometime during the period were Pintail, Garganey, Little Egret, Little
Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Snipe, Greenshank, Red-crested Pochard, the
first returning Goosander on 11th October, Green Sandpiper, Golden Plover, Grey
Wagtail, Black-tailed Godwit, Peregrine, Yellow-legged Gull, Common Sandpiper,
Caspian Gull, Woodcock and Brambling.
BOROUGH HILL
The only known observations were a late Garden Warbler on 8th September, 9 Stonechats on 4th October with 2 on 11th November and one on 12th and 2 Short-eared
Owls from 11th November, still present on 14th.
COUNTY RARITIES
A selection of the rarest (not an exact science) includes another Grey Phalarope at
Pitsford Reservoir from 23rd to 25th September, more single flyover Gannets on 24th
September at Holdenby and Clifford Hill GP and at Earls Barton GP on 10th October,
a Wryneck at Earls Barton on 30th September, 5 Cranes over Shutlanger on 4th October, a Cattle Egret at Earls Barton gravel pits from 7th to 14th October then 2 over
Braunston on 14th with 2 at Stanwick gravel pits from 18th to 31st October, 4 there on
3rd November and 3 regularly from 4th, still present mid-month, a Honey-buzzard
Continued over
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WANTED! FOR WEEDON SCOUT GROUP
•
•
•
•

•

Someone who enjoys working with young people
Someone who can share skills
Someone who can motivate young people
Someone who can volunteer to help out in Scout
Sections
Someone who can manage administrative work

Is this you? If so…
Please contact George Bushell
Tel: 07860 169284
Email: george.bushell@sky.com

Do More. Be More. Share More

The Royal Ordnance Depot, Weedon Bec, NN7 9PS

WE NEED YOUR HELP
About the project
The historic Royal Ordnance Depot site in Weedon Bec was awarded Heritage Lottery Funding last year to open a visitor centre and carry out an oral history project.
We were delighted to open the visitor centre this Summer in line with the Heritage
Open Days and we have already welcomed our 1000th visitor! We need your help to
keep the visitor centre open to the public and to provide support to the visitor centre
manager and Ordnance Depot staff running the project.
About the site
The site dates back to the Napoleonic war and was active right up into the 1960s.
Originally it housed the central small-arms depot for the British Army and was
served by a working canal, which still runs through the centre of the site today. It
was active throughout the Napoleonic war, the Boer war and World Wars I and II.
Now the depot is home to independent traders, artists and light industry.
The Role
We are seeking volunteers to assist in the day to day running of the visitor centre.
Stewards play a vital role in helping visitors get the most out of their visit; from
providing a warm welcome, helping people find their way around the displays and
keeping visitors safe while onsite. You can help visitors find out more about the historic site, its uses and the people that used to work there. This would be an ideal opportunity for anyone interested in the history and heritage of the Depot and the local
area or looking to bolster their CV in the heritage environment.
If you are interested in volunteering, or if you just want to come down and discover
the history of the site please do get in touch with laura@the-depot.uk
Opening hours:
Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Thursday 10 am – 4 pm
Friday
10 am – 4 pm
Saturday
10 am – 4 pm

30
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Church Warden: Sandra Rogers 01327 209435
St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily. You are very
welcome to come in for quiet prayer or reflection, or just to have a
look around. There are guide sheets and leaflets available. If you notice any problems, telephone Sandra Rogers 01327 209435.

There will undoubtedly be a lot of giving done this Christmas. Some of those gifts
will be received with joy, some, perhaps , not so much; some we will be excited by,
and some, perhaps, not so much – but all will have been given because the giver
cared enough to think about the person they are giving to. The reason for giving
those gifts is, of course, the Biggest Gift we have ever been given – the gift of God
caring enough about us to come down to earth as one of us, as Jesus the man. So
in all our celebrations and our fun this Christmas, let’s try not to forget that gift – a
gift given out of the love that God has for his people, a gift that shows how much He
cares, and a gift very much worth getting excited about!
With my very best wishes for Christmas and for a joyful and peaceful 2019.
Barbara Gallagher
Tel: 01327 340585
Email: barbarajg@btopenworld.com
December Services
Sunday 2nd
9.30 am
Sunday 9th
9.30 am
Sunday 16th
4.00 pm
Sunday 23rd
9.30 am
Sunday 23rd
4.00 pm
Monday 24th
4.00 pm
Tuesday 25th
9.30 am
Sunday 30th 10.30 am

DA/2018/0871 Llamedos 19, St Peters Way Two storey front infill extension
DA/2018/0923 Everdon Stubbs Wood. Work to trees subject of TPO DA123
Planning decisions from the District Council
DA/2018/0582 3 Gloucester Close. Work to tree with TPO 134. GRANTED
DA/2018/0604 St Peter & St Paul’s Church. Repairs to perimeter walls of closed
churchyard, repair and replacement of displaced/missing path edging and overlaying
tarmacadam path. GRANTED
DA/2018/0605 St Peter & St Paul’s Church. Listed Building Consent for repairs to
perimeter walls to closed churchyard including reconstruction of stone and brick walls,
repointing and installation of root protection from nearby lime tree. GRANTED
DA/2018/0770 89 West Street. Retrospective application to regularise the ‘as built’
extension in lieu of details approved under planning approval DA/2015/0498 to include
retention of sitting room element 60 cm further west of approve location fenestrational
changes to west elevation and retention of chimney breast and steel flue on east elevation. GRANTED
DA/2018/00484 Dodford Wharf Farm, High Street. Outline application for the demolition of existing agricultural buildings and redevelopment to provide 47 dwellings,
widening and improvement of existing vehicular access and road off the A45. REFUSED

Holy Communion (Advent)
Holy Communion
Nine lessons and carols, (Lay-led)
Holy Communion
Festival of Light service
Christingle Service (proceeds to the Children’s Society)
Holy Communion
Benefice service at Weedon

January Services
Sunday 6th
9.30 am Holy Communion (Epiphany)
Sunday 13th
9.30 am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th
4.00 pm Service of Unity with the URC. Parishioners from
Dodford and Everdon welcome. Contact Revd Barbara
Gallagher or Revd Jay Phelps if you require a lift. Bring
and share refreshments.
Sunday 27th 10.30 am Benefice service at Dodford
Activities held in the Chapter House:
Little Lambs: 10.30 am till 12 noon, weekly on Thursdays. December 6th,13th and
20th. No Little Lambs in 2019. Call Sandra Rogers on 209435 for more information.
Messy Church: Held on the 3rd Saturday in the month 10.30 am – 12.00 noon. No
specific meeting in December but, during the Christmas tree festival, there will be
activity tables and a children’s corner, from 11.30 am with the story of Christmas,
followed by refreshments. Activities include making cards, crackers, decorations etc.
Saturday 19th January—Frozen story theme—frightened and lonely; with Jesus you
become ‘unfrozen’ . Queries to Sandra Rogers 01327 209435 sandravrogers@gmail.com.
8
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WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda &
published on the Parish notice board at Jubilee Field or the village website.
Items from our October and November meetings
• Council agreed to have a tree at the Tree Festival - Theme 100 years of the Suffragettes. To also pay for a tree for the Junior Parish Council.
• Parish Boundary change. District Council had sent out a consultation for a change
to the Weedon boundary, following a proposal from Stowe IX Churches that the land
at the corner of the A5, opposite Clarke Bros garage, be incorporated into Weedon
Parish rather than Stowe IX Churches. Council did not agree and thought that there
would be no benefit to the parish to take over this patch of land.
• Council could not find anyone willing to take over the WWI website which they have
paid for, for this year. Owner to look at whether costs can be reduced and the decision to close would be theirs.
• Audit Return. Council had to go for a full Audit, due to the amount of money spent in
the last financial year. Audit paperwork has been received back from the new auditors, all clear with no comments made.
• Grass cutting. Council agreed to re-tender for the highways grass cutting for 2019 21.
• Maintenance Contract: Council agreed to offer the contract to Yates Landscapes for
2019 - 21.
• Playing fields grass cutting. Council agreed to offer the contract to Stuart Bunn for
2019 - 21.
• Pendulum Swing. Council agreed to replace housing brackets, as identified in
Wicksteed report.
• Street lights. Council agreed to look at installing LEDs street lights.
• Street lighting electricity supply. Council agreed a new three year fixed deal (as base
rate) for the street light electricity supply. If LEDs are installed, the consumption rate
will be reduced, base rate remains the same.
Planning applications considered:
DA/2018/0801. 29 Navigation Way. Work to trees subject of a Tree Preservation Order DA413.
DA/2018/0604 and 0605 (Listed Building Consent). St Peter & St Paul's Church.
Repairs to perimeter wall of closed churchyard; repair and replacement of misplaced/
missing path edging and overlying tarmacadam path.
DA/2018/0770. 89 West Street. Retrospective application to regularise the ‘as built’
extension in lieu of details approved under planning approval DA/2015/0498 to include
retention of sitting room element 60cm further west of approved location, fenestrational
changes to east elevation and retention of chimney breast and steel flue on east elevation.
DA/2018/0602 Heart of the Shires. Change of use of agricultural land to retail. Construction of three new retail buildings, relocation of existing cabins and containers and
provision of 46 extra parking spaces including 4 disabled spaces
Continued over
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Weedon Bec Church Youth Group: Meets on the 1st Sunday in the
month, 5.00 - 6.30 pm. Open to young people of secondary school age.
Affiliated to the Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs (NAYC).
2nd December - acting and games with James, 6th January - games with
James. Queries or more information from Liz 01327 342707 liz.pearson1@outlook.com
Coffee Morning: 2nd Saturday in the month 10.00 - 12.00 noon. Items for sale
(proceeds to charity).
Mothers Union: Meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from
2.30 - 4.00 pm. 11th December - advent party (secret Santa gifts) Also on Thursday 6th
December, 2.00 pm at Holy Cross Church, Daventry - Advent Carols. 8th January
Members afternoon and AGM. Enquiries to branch leader Jill Douglas on 01327
703197.
Like-Minded-Ladies: Meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Thursday in the month
from 7.30 pm,. Contact Isabella on 01327 342141 for further information.
Men’s Breakfast: Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the Chapter House from
8.30 am. A hearty breakfast and speaker only £5. Queries to Tony Wincott on 341767.
Weedon Cinema: SPECIAL on Saturday 20th December we will be holding a matinee
show commencing at 2.00 pm. This replaces the normal 4th Thursday for December)
From January, back to normal, held on the 4th Thursday of the month . Doors open
7.00 pm, start time 7.30 pm. Donations gratefully accepted. Tea and coffee available.
Contact Paul Duck on 01327 340124 for further details.
Bell ringers: We have a happy team of bell ringers in need of more members. There
are eight bells, rung regularly at services and at special events eg weddings, commemorative events, and we are members of the Guild of Bell Ringers. Peels and quarter
peels are also rung. Do come and join us on practice night - Wednesdays from
7.45pm Beginners welcome - our very competent Tower Captain will teach you all you
need to know before the main ringing practice. Further details from Brian Foley (Tower
Captain) on 01327 341215
The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need a small hall for your group or for a
private party or event, rentals are very competitive and Wifi is also available. Please
contact Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more information.
Christmas Tree Festival - covers 3 weekends in December—see page 5 for timings

Weedon Bec Information Pack
The pack contains lots of information about village activities as well as local
services and is available to all new residents. If you have recently moved to
Weedon Bec or have a new neighbour, please contact the Parish Clerk, Sue
Halkett, on 01327 341057 or via email at weedonbecpc@btinternet.com and she’ll
arrange for a pack to be delivered to you.
Calling all businesses and village groups. If you would like to include a leaflet in the
Weedon Bec new residents information pack, please contact Sue, details above. We
are currently distributing about 4 information packs to new village residents each
month. It's the ideal way to attract new members to your group or to promote your services.
9

A Brighter Future for Weedon
Weedon Bec Parish Council has, over a number of years, had a programme of street lamp replacement. The last major block was along the D3
bus route from Harmans Way, into Bridge Street, New Street, New Croft
and through Queen Street, several years ago. Funds have been put aside
to continue this process over several years.
There are now available vastly improved lamps, LEDs (light emitting diodes), and it
is felt that, rather than continue to replace sections with older style lamps, the time has
come to replace all the lamps in the village with LEDs. These consume much less
power than existing fittings, and will not only save on the substantial bill that we have
to pay annually, but also have a far lower carbon footprint, benefitting the environment.
The lamps have a much longer life expectancy, and all in all would show a substantial
saving for the parish. LED lighting is much brighter and would reduce the number of
dark patches about which we have received complaints recently, making roads safer
for both pedestrians and vehicles. Maintenance costs would diminish, and running
costs would be 50% lower at a minimum.
The Parish Council would like the view of residents on these proposals. Please email
your thoughts to the Parish Council, Sue Halkett on weedonbecpc@btinternet.com.
A questionnaire is also being prepared to allow you to have your say, and will be available both on-line and as a paper copy from the Parish Clerk shortly.

WANTED
VILLAGE HANDYMAN
Weedon Bec Parish Council is looking for a handyman to
carry out general maintenance and landscaping jobs around
the village.
Largely based outside, you will be working from a rolling jobs
list, that will include painting benches, play equipment and
bus shelters; general maintenance of park equipment;
removal of brambles and ivy; cutting down low tree
branches; edging paths and other jobs as determined by the
Parish Council. You are flexible to choose your working hours
and will be paid an hourly rate. The volume of work will vary
by season but we anticipate 450-520 hours a year. Occasionally, there will be a need to attend to urgent/emergency jobs
as determined by the Parish Council.
Working as a contractor, you will have your own equipment,
vehicle and public liability insurance. You will be required to
remove and dispose of landscaping waste etc involved so will
be required to have the necessary license.
For more details and to apply, please contact Sue Halkett on
01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com.
Closing date for applications 20th December 2018
WOULD YOU LIKE TO GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES?
We have two allotment sites in the village and occasionally plots become
available. Put your name down on the waiting list by
contacting Sue Halkett on
weedonbecpc@btinternet.com or call
01327 341057

SCRABBLE CLUB
Do you like playing scrabble? We are a group of scrabble
players, of mixed abilities who play in Weedon on a Monday
evening from 7 to 10 pm. No equipment needed
A friendly welcome awaits you. Call Dorn Osborne on 01327
340779 or mobile 07762 905734 for more information.
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January 20th at 4pm there will a service for Christian Unity in the Parish
Church

HAPPY FEET

If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring
our Minister Revd Jay Phelps on 01327 340282 / 07436 811514 or our
Secretary Mrs Margaret Hooper on 01327 340524. Please ring Mrs
Margaret Hooper if you wish to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.

Foot Health Practitioner
•
•
•

IT’S A DOGS LIFE AT CHRISTMAS
Christmas is an exciting time for many, which includes our pets. There are so many
tempting things that come into the home, giving lots of opportunities for pet mischief!
Interesting foods, unusual plants, attractive decorations and Christmas presents BUT
some of these things can be dangerous to our dogs. While most of the dangers are
known to pet owners and we all use common sense, some of the more unusual things
to look out for are:
CHEWS & Dog Gifts - Avoid the cheap seasonal, colourful treats as the vast majority
come from China. The are made from different animal hides and the process uses
many chemicals, some are carcinogenic. Choose from the huge selection of natural
treats like dried meats, antlers, horns, ears, hooves, carrots etc.
CHOCOLATE: Contains Theobromine (the darker the chocolate the higher the content) which is toxic to dogs, even small amounts can make them sick. Keep all chocolates well out of reach and wrappers can also cause intestinal problems. Choose doggie choc treats which do not contain the harmful ingredient.
CHRISTMAS PUDDING, MINCE PIES, - all contain currants, sultanas & raisins which
are toxic to dogs and can cause kidney failure. Cored apples are excellent (the seed is
toxic) blueberries and dried cranberries are also acceptable sweet treats.
LEFTOVERS: Festive meals of plain turkey, tinned or cooked salmon and winter vegetables make for a yummy canine meal. Avoid large, high fat meals which may cause
vomiting and diarrhoea.
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS: Toys may be appealing, but parts could be swallowed causing a potentially dangerous blockage in a dog's gut. Wrapping paper is great fun to tear
up and play with but make sure all pieces are cleared away so they can’t be eaten.
If you are concerned that your dog may have eaten something that they shouldn't have;
contact your veterinary practice and give them as much information as possible.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
DOG THEFT – ensure your dog’s chip details are up to date. Don’t leave a dog unattended outside a shop or in a vehicle, more cases of theft are being reported daily, including this area. Dogs are stolen in a matter of seconds, to be sold for profit, breeding and, horrifically, to be used as bait for dog fights.
ANTIFREEZE – is poisonous to pets and many like its sweet taste.. Always keep any
antifreeze locked away from pets.
Weedon Bec Primary School
The Book Bus is visiting Weedon Bec Primary School again on 6th December. It will be parked in the Village Hall car park and will be open
from 8.30 am till 4.00 pm. We would like to encourage everyone to
come along and visit and perhaps find some lovely Christmas gifts at a
discounted price.
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•
•

Corns
Hard callused skin
Verrucae
Ingrown toenails
Toenails cut

For home appointments or an appointment at
Riverside Court, on the first Wednesday of the month
Call Jorgi on 07842 266575 or email
jorrusa@hotmail.com

YATES
LANDSCAPES
CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES
Monday 17th
CLOSED
Tuesday 18th
9am-5pm
Wednesday 19th
9am-5pm
Thursday 20th
9am-5pm
Friday 21st
9am-5pm
Saturday 22nd
9am-3pm
Christmas Eve
CLOSED
Christmas Day
CLOSED
Boxing Day
CLOSED
Thursday 27th
CLOSED
Friday 28th
10am-5pm
Saturday 29th
9am-3pm
New Years Eve
CLOSED
New Years Day
CLOSED
Wednesday 2nd
CLOSED

Local family business
since 1975

PATIOS • FENCING
TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING
PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX

Re-open Thursday 3rd January 2019

We would like to wish all our
customers and their families a
MERRY CHRISTMAS &
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07450 243495
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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Christmas 2018 waste and recycling collections
Households are encouraged to find out more about arrangements
for waste and recycling collections over Christmas and New Year.
Collection schedules
Collections will continue to take place as usual over the Christmas
and New Year period, except for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day:
•
If your collection is due on Christmas Day (Tuesday, 25 December) it will
instead take place on Saturday, 29 December.
•
If your collection is due on New Year’s Day (Tuesday, 1 January) this will
instead take place on Saturday, 5 January.
Extra recycling collection
Your blue-lidded recycling bin will continue to be collected as usual over Christmas and New Year, with the addition of an extra collection for all households
in the week beginning 7 January - please put your recycling bin out on your
usual collection day alongside any other bins that are scheduled. Please also note
that this extra collection is not listed on the paper calendar you received in June.
Extra recycling that you cannot fit it in your blue-lidded bin will also be collected
during the festive period -please place items into clear or white bags (not black or
green sacks) and put them next to your bin.
General waste
Black bins containing general waste will continue to be collected as normal on
their three-weekly cycle. Please make sure you recycle as much as possible as
bins with raised lids will not be collected.
Food waste
Food waste bins will continue to be collected on their usual weekly schedule.
Please remember you can recycle leftover raw and cooked foods, including veg
peelings, egg shells, out-of-date food, plate scrapings, solid fats, meat and fish
bones. Please do not put any liquids in the caddy.
Garden waste collections
Those subscribed to the service will continue to receive collections on their usual
schedule in the run up to Christmas and New Year. Please note there will be a
short break in collections during the second week of January so that crews can
focus on the extra seasonal recycling.
Christmas trees
Households subscribed to the garden waste service can put their real Christmas
trees in their garden waste bin or alternatively place them alongside the bin for
collection in the week beginning 22 January. There are no communal collection
points for real Christmas trees, but you can take trees to your local household
waste recycling centre. Find your nearest centre at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/
recycling
12

United Reformed Church
Minister Revd Jay Phelps
Tel: 01327 340282 Email: jjp57@btinternet.com

Church Street

The following are our services and activities for December
and January. We would love to welcome you, so come and
join with us at any or all of these services and events.

DECEMBER SERVICES
Sunday 2nd
11.00 am
Thursday 6th
7.30 pm
Sunday 9th
11.00 am
Sunday 16th
11.00 am
Sunday 23rd
11.00 am
Monday 24th
6.00 pm
Tuesday 25th
10.00 am
Sunday 29th

Service
Celebration Praise
Service with Communion
Service
Service
Lessons and Carols
Christmas Day Celebration Service
No Service

JANUARY SERVICES
Sunday 6th
11.00 am
Sunday 13th
11.00 am
Sunday 20th
4.00 pm
Sunday 27rd
11.00 am

Service
Service with Communion
Service for Unity in the Parish Church
Service

FEBRUARY SERVICES
Sunday 3rd
11.00 am
Service
Our services for CHRISTMAS start with Lessons and Carols at 6pm on
Christmas Eve and then on Christmas Day at 10:00am. We would love you to
come and help us celebrate this wonderful time of year.
Our charities over the Christmas period will be for Christian Aid and Bethany Homestead.
Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. Our December Praise will have a Christmas theme. If
you need an hour out of a hectic week, why not come along and join us and share
the love of Christ. You will be most welcome. No Service in January.
We hold a drop-in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
cake served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment
and a chat with old and new friends. No coffee on 27th December.
On Sunday 2nd December our service will include the giving of gifts for the children
and mothers of the Nene Valley Christian Family Refuge (Eve). If you would like to
donate gifts for the children including teenagers please wrap them in Christmas paper and write on them the ‘age and gender’ the present is suitable for. Please also
give any toiletries for the mums. Contact Pamela Taylor 01327 341969.
Bible Studies. 5th December in the Chapel Schoolroom. ‘The letter of James – A
Guide for congregations-‘. 12th December in the Chapel at Flore. ‘Being a Disciple,
following Mark’s Gospel’. All are welcome to join these Bible Studies let by Jay
Phelps.
Continued over
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We have supported the church again this year by purchasing a tree at their tree
festival. The children will make decorations to go on it and our theme is ‘Our Little Stars’. We will be going down on the 6th December to decorate it with the
children.
We are looking forward to continuing to serve the community for many years to
come. Please contact us on wbpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or Bev on 07958426317
if you wish to discuss how we can help you and your family with any of our services.
In an emergency, when there is a crime in progress or a life at risk,
always call 999.
To report a crime or incident, provide information or for advice, call 101 or visit
www.northants.police.uk
To contact your Neighbourhood Team covering Daventry and surrounding
Villages, use the following email: NeighbourhoodTeamDaventry@northants.police.uk
You can also provide confidential information should you
wish to remain anonymous. These calls can be made to the
Independent Charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or
visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org
WEEDON VILLAGE HALL
Charity Number: 304445
Our Village Hall is one of the largest halls in the region,
providing a Community space since the early 1960’s and
has seen a lot of changes over the years. We thought it
was time the Hall had its own logo and it is shown here on
the right, designed by our Treasurer John Wilshire.
The Hall is a registered Charity which is administered by
our Board of Trustees. The day to day running is carried
out by the Hall Management Committee. The hall needs on average around £35k per
annum to ensure it is running efficiently and is presentable for users! Funding is obtained through rental of the Hall and Annexe, fundraising and grants. It is a not for
profit Charity and any excess money is put back into the Hall. The recent car park
extension and car park lighting are evidence of this investment for the Community.
The Management Committee has various skill sets which help keep maintenance
costs down but, as always, we are looking for folk who could join us or even be a
Trustee. The premise is that new folk have new ideas. Things don’t just happen at
the Hall!
However, if you would just like to support us but not take on the commitment of Trustee or Committee Member and you have a few hours to spare to wield a paint brush
or make the workers tea etc, you will be most welcome. We need your help to ensure
the Hall remains a Community asset “Inclusive for all” for many years to come. Give
it some thought please, we do need you.
Contact Tony Wincott 07702055601 winkers001@gmail.com or
John Wilshire 01327 341050 jwilshire69@gmail.com.
Visit our website https://weedonbec-villagehall.btck.co.uk.
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Getting ready for Christmas at Canons Ashby
The leaves have fallen and it’s very peaceful here at
the moment. When the kids are at school over winter,
it’s a very quiet and calm time to enjoy a stroll in the
fresh air and, on the weekend, to have a look around
inside the house. And, of course, right now we’re
gearing up for Christmas.
Family trail prizes are being wrapped, the performances are being prepared, activities for the grown-ups are
being organised too. And this week a couple of us are going on a jolly to the Christmas tree farm to pick out the lucky trees which will decorate our site.
We’re also getting ready for next year: we will be opening the house on Thursdays
from March 2019, which means we’re recruiting a whole new house team, as well as
lots of other volunteer roles across different department.
What’s on?
Because Christmas events are so popular, our two concerts (An Elizabethan Christmas by Eboracum Baroque, and Carols in the Courtyard) are now sold out, and there
won’t be any availability on the door. However, if you missed out, Eboracum Baroque
will be performing Vivaldi’s Four Seasons in May 2019, available on the website now.
• Holly and Ivy Trail, 1–21 Dec and 27–2 Jan. (we are closed from 22 – 26 Decem-

ber, reopening on 27.) Bring the family, wrap up warm and explore the grounds
with a Christmas twist, then collect your prize! £2 per trail and normal admission
prices.
• Festive Wreath Workshop, 4 or 5 Dec, 10-12noon or 1.30 -3.30pm, suitable for
beginners. £25 per person including materials, pre-booking is needed. Please go
on the website or ring 03442491895 to book.
• Five Centuries of Christmas, 8-16 Dec, 11pm – 3pm (last admission to house at
2.30pm)
Immerse yourself in five centuries of Christmas, from earthy Tudor treats to familiar
20th century traditions, and see the house dressed for Christmas. Normal admission prices apply.
• New Year Walk, 2 Jan, meet in the Canons Ashby car park 9.50-9.55am. They
walk at 10am promptly.
Blow away the cobwebs after the indulgent Christmas season and get some fresh air
in the beautiful Northamptonshire Countryside. This walk is approximately 6 miles
long across uneven countryside. Sadly this route is not suitable for young children or
dogs. The walk is free, though normal admission prices apply if you go onto the Canons Ashby site afterwards.
Information about any of the above events, visiting, our history, work and projects,
and upcoming events can all be found on our website www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
canons-ashby
You can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @CanonsAshbyNT
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Events 2018 / 2019

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
month at the Village Hall, West Street, NN7 4QU,
commencing at 7.30 pm.
£2.00 donation per person which includes tea/coffee and
biscuits
12th December
Its Christmas and our Party
9th January
My Father Stanley Unwin - A talk by Lois Johnston
13th February
Fun and games - A Social Evening
13th March
AGM and Beetle Drive

Everyone is very
welcome to come
along to any
event.
If you want to
find out more
about us,
contact:
John Evans on
01327 341526
or email:
john.evans1
@hotmail.com

WEEDON ART GROUP EXHIBITION
Weedon Art Group held its annual exhibition in the Village Hall on Saturday 17th
November. We would like to extend our thanks to all the artists from the group who
exhibited their work – approximately 170 pictures were on display – and those who
helped throughout the afternoon with teas, raffle, voting slips and talking to visitors.
Thank you also to everyone from the village and beyond who came along, we do
hope you enjoyed the exhibition and we are grateful for your support. Congratulations to G. Newbrook who won the ‘Best in Show’ with her painting ‘Bird Song’ and
runner up Lynda Harris with her painting ‘Ostrich’.
The last class for this year is Winter Scenes with Jo Bryan on Saturday 8th December
10.00 am – 4.00pm. £20.00. For further details contact Libby Hart on 01327 341816
or email weedonart@btinternet.com Facebook - Weedon Art Group.
WEEDON ART GROUP – CHANGES FOR 2019
After starting and managing the Weedon Art Group for 7 years, Libby is handing over
the organising to Lesley Fleming, Lesley Smith and Val Richardson, all members of
the group. They have put together a great programme of classes for 2019 with the
new monthly format of one tutored class and an untutored session where people can
work on their own art projects in the company of other artists. The first class is Pen &
Wash with Jo Bryan on Saturday 12th January. For more information please contact
them on the new email address: newweedonartgroup@gmail.com.
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We have completed
Weedon Bec Pre-School
the first 3 Months in
our new home (the Village Hall), the response
Early Risers Breakfast Club
and feedback from the
parents and children is
Cool Zone After-School Club
amazing. It is easier
for the parents to drop off and pick up, the children are enjoying the space and
variety of activities we provide, also we are now able to offer one off sessions
and flexibility in attendance. The new Themed Nights were very well supported
and great fun was had by all.
We offer sessions 7.30am – 4.30pm care for children aged 2-5 years, with lots
of sessions times available in between, please contact Bev on 07958426317 with
session requests or to arrange to have a look around. As we are Ofsted registered we can offer 15 /30-hour government funding with payment through free
funding, childcare vouchers, as well as conventional methods of payment.
Our Early Risers Breakfast club also supports primary school age children 4-11
years offering 7.30am-9am care/breakfast/delivery to the local school. Registration is necessary, but attendance can be flexible
..

Our Cool Zone After-School Club is open for to children age 3-11 years between
3.20pm-6pm. Monday – Friday term time only. Offering a secure safe place for
children to enjoy creative fun, role-play, ICT, sports, gardening, drama and each
other’s company, especially with the dark nights drawing in. We can collect children from the local school, but children who do not attend the local primary
school will need to be dropped off to us if you wish them to attend. Registration
is necessary, but attendance can be flexible. Please look on the Weedon Bec
Website for Prices and Registration Forms.
‘Our next theme night is ‘CHRISTMAS CRAFTS’
This will take place on Monday 10th December from 3.30pm – 4.30pm. Children
will enjoy making Christmas baubles for their tree and homemade sweets weighing, mixing, designing & decorating traditional sweets to take home to enjoy.
It will be £4.00 for the session and we can pick the children up from the primary
school, others can be delivered if you would like them to come. Open to age 3-11
years. We are offering 20 spaces and will be on a first come first serve basis.
Please txt 07958426317 or email wbpreschool@hotmail.co.uk if you would like a
place, spaces will be held for 48hours in which you will need to pick up an application form from the village hall between 7.30am-6.30pm and return with payment. This will be a separate activity to the cool zone session.
We have our ‘Christmas Fayre’ on Saturday 8th December in the Village Hall 24pm, come along and see Santa and enjoy some refreshments while doing some
shopping and having a go on our tombola. (if anyone has any tombola or raffle
prizes they can donate, they would be gratefully received) If you would like a
stall please contact Louise on 07403 136146.
This year at Pre-School we are preforming a ‘Christmas singalong concert’ with
the children aged 2-5years. This will take place on Tuesday 11th December.
(details to follow).
Continued over the page
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Planning application for 47 houses at Dodford Wharf Farm
(ref DA/2018/0484)
Many of you will already know that Daventry District Council refused
permission for this development at its October Planning Committee.
Details of the case officer’s reasons for refusal can be found on their website
www.daventrydc.gov.uk, search for planning applications, input the reference above
and click on Media Items.
This was the second time the District Council’s planning committee had reviewed the
application. On the previous occasion it had been deferred for more evidence to be
presented by the applicant.
The application has always had the Parish Council’s full support and we have done
all we could up to make this clear to them. We know the development would bring
new life to the High Street, Road Weedon area and the proposals included affordable
housing and bungalows which we know residents want. We also know that village
residents have no objections to the scheme and understandably, will be disappointed
at the latest refusal.
The Parish Council sent representatives to speak at both Planning Committee meetings on your behalf but to no avail. Our pleas for affordable housing fell, for the most
part, on deaf ears. However, some District Councillors did listen and refusal was only
agreed when the Committee chairman’s casting vote was included.
We have been impressed by how the applicant has kept us informed throughout the
process. It is now up to the landowner and his agent to decide whether they make
another application. We hope they will but we wonder just how much evidence the
District Council needs to be convinced of the merits of what is proposed.
It is disheartening that the District Council seems so implacably against agreeing to
this application for ‘technical’ policy reasons. In addition to her summary of these, the
case officer pointed to the need for an up to date Housing Needs Survey for
Weedon. The Parish Council has now written to the District Council asking them to
conduct one as soon as possible.
We will work with the District Council to produce a new Housing Needs Survey and
report further. With your support, we can hopefully guide Daventry District Council to
conduct a more thorough investigation and a better quality, more representative report than in the past. Filling in surveys about housing might feel like a boring task
but please don’t ignore this one when it reaches you. It is important for the future of
the village.
We will be sure to keep you posted on progress through all the usual social media
outlets and via this magazine.
Sue Halkett on 01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com
for more information.
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Ann Ranshaw
Chair Planning Committee
Weedon Bec Parish Council
15

Weedon Bec Remembers

Be aware of new dog control powers

World War One
Commemoration Benches
There are 2 new World War commemoration benches in
the village – one bench was funded by the Parish Council, the other by Weedon Sports Association. Several
residents have commented on the beautiful shadows of
the soldiers that are created by car headlights when driving towards the village along Bridge Street. Walkers with
torches have also said the same.

Dogs must be kept on leads around schools and in cemeteries and memorial gardens from December as part of
new rules being introduced in Daventry District.

Walnut Tree Planting
On 9th November 2018, we held a short
ceremony to plant and dedicate a walnut tree. Life long Weedon resident,
Arthur Hart, planted the tree and gave
an address explaining the importance of
the walnut tree to the village before unveiling the plaque. The walnut tree can
be found by the tethering posts on
Equestrian Way.
Remembrance Day Commemorations
On 11th November 2018, Weedon Bec joined
with the rest of the country to commemorate 100
years since the end of the World War One. A mix
of local and national observations formed the
basis of the day long programme, which started
at 6am and ended at 7.15pm. The moving sound
of bagpipes opened our commemorations and
brought them to a close.
There were many beautiful moments throughout
the day and everyone who attended will have
their own special memories.
Royal British Legion Donations
People who attended the Remembrance Service
and the Exhibition were invited to make a donation towards the Royal British Legion.
Over £500 was raised on Sunday, a fantastic contribution towards their work.
Remembrance Booklet
As part of the commemorations, a special booklet has been produced to honour the
village residents who fought in the Great War. The booklet also contains newspaper
articles from that time and information on Weedon’s military history. Copies of the
booklet were handed out during the Remembrance service. The booklet is free and if
you would like a copy, please contact Sue Halkett.
Continued over
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The new Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) will also
limit to six the number of dogs that can be walked by one
person at one time, and prohibit smoking in fenced-off play
areas.
The new PSPO, which will come into force on 1 December, also includes all the rules set out under the existing
PSPO, which state owners must:
•
•
•
•
•

Pick up after their dog
Carry the means to pick up after their dog
Prevent their dog from entering a fenced-off children’s play area
Put their dog on a lead when requested by an authorised officer
Keep their dog on a lead around the café area at Daventry Country Park.

The District Council will be working alongside schools and parish councils across the
District in the weeks leading up to 1 December in order to agree appropriate boundaries and signage for the regulations requiring dogs to be put on leads.
The boundaries around schools will focus mainly on entries and exits and will apply
only on school days. No smoking signage will also be added to fenced-off children’s
play areas.
Anyone who breaks one of the orders risks a £100 on-the-spot fine or, in serious cases, prosecution, though the additional new regulations will only be full enforced from
April 1.
Cllr Richard Auger, Environmental Health and Housing Portfolio Holder on Daventry
District Council, said: “The additional regulations set out in the new PSPO were introduced following public consultation on what powers they felt were needed to deal with
the small minority of irresponsible dog owners who persistently fail to properly control
or pick up after their pet.
“We are very supportive of our residents in their desire to create a cleaner and safer
environment for everyone who wishes to enjoy our District’s public open spaces.
“We will be doing a lot of work in the coming weeks to prepare for the new regulations
and inform residents, but I would encourage all dog owners to take heed of the new
rules, so that they do not fall foul of them come their introduction on 1 December.”
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Many thanks
Many village residents were involved in
creating and planning all the Remembrance
events. Each one of them should feel very
proud of the role they played in an event that
will be talked about for many years. As well
as the positive comments on the various
village Facebook pages, the Parish Council
received a few emails, one of which echoes
the sentiments of many:
‘The efforts shown by many people to honour
the fallen was clearly demonstrated last weekend. We, and many others would like to thank
all involved for the time spent making this a
memorable event in this village.’
On behalf of everyone who attended any of the commemoration events, thank you.

Community Orchard
Christmas Gifting Idea
Christmas is coming and
we have the perfect gifting idea for you - a tree in
the Weedon Bec Community Orchard. The Parish Council has created 2
gift options so you can
give this unique gift to a loved one this Christmas.
FRIENDS OF WEEDON SURGERY
This fund was started on the 1st Jan. 1988 with the aim to raise £1,500 to purchase an
ECG machine for the surgery. At the time patients had to attend Danetre Hospital for
this service. The money was raised within 3 months, so the fund continued and many
other items obtained.
Over the last 30 years, £43,575 has been raised. We now feel that we can no longer
continue fundraising and will disband. However, if you wish to donate money at anytime, this will have to be sent to the surgery. Cheques will need to be made payable to
GREENS NORTON AND WEEDON MEDICAL CENTRE as our account is now
closed.
We wish to thank all who have helped and supported us over the years. It was much
appreciated.
Eileen Perry
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£50 gift certificate: Includes 1 tree, stake, plastic tubing (to protect the tree in its
early growing phase) and commemorative plaque. The recipient can choose 1 tree
from a menu which includes dessert and cooking apples, pears, plums and greengages) and decide on the wording for the plaque (size 150mmx75mm).
£36 gift certificate: 1 tree, stake and plastic tubing (to protect the tree in its early
growing phase). The recipient can choose 1 tree from a menu which includes dessert
and cooking apples, pears, plums and greengages.

Follow us on Twitter
If you see a water leak on footpaths
or on the roads, report it to
Anglian Water
0800 145 145

The Parish Council now has a Twitter
page. Find us @weedonbecpc
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JPC Update Autumn / Winter 2018
Hello Weedon! I am Eeva Kohvakka from the JPC. And this is my update on what’s
happening right now in the JPC !
New Chairperson & Vice Chairperson
So in our mee4ng on Wednesday 10th of October , we voted a new Chairperson
and Vice Chairperson . Our previous Chairperson Lyla did an amazing job and so did
our previous Vice Chairperson Erin. However, it became that 4me when a new
Chairperson had to be voted and same with the Vice Chairperson. So our new
Chairperson this year is : Me ! A.K.A Eeva Kohvakka. And our new Vice Chairperson
is : My very lovely twin sister - Soﬁa Kohvakka . I hope I do You and the JPC proud!
New Scheme For Beau5ful Weedon!
As some of you might now know , that Beau4ful Weedon is a scheme created by
me - Eeva Kohvakka & Charis Reberio from the JPC . With this scheme comes a new
branch called Improving Weedon (or IW) like Beau4ful Weedon is BW . More informa4on will be released at a later date on the new website - Carry on reading to ﬁnd
out more about the website in paragraph 3 (down below) .
The Website …
So currently in the JPC, we are working on a website. Our resident technology genius Harry Burr is mainly doing the site . We are going to have pages on: Beau4ful
Weedon , Eco Page, Ar4cles Page , Main , Chairpersons Page and loads more ! More
Informa4on Coming SOON …
End Paragraph
Overall , we have sooo much stuﬀ going on right now . Sadly , I can’t release all upcoming JPC plans . However , as soon as I can say I will write another ar4cle just like
this . I hope you enjoyed reading make sure to check out the website when it goes
up . And check out our upcoming BW displays in the bus shelters around Weedon .
Wri6en by : Eeva Kohvakka - Co-photography Manager & Chairperson
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Making a be6er Weedon:
How do you see Weedon? Is it the best village in the world? Does it need improving?
And if it does, there are a few things you can do to make Weedon a be5er place.
1)Do not li5er. Things like plas4c take years and years to biodegrade, so to avoid this,
please use the bins provided around Weedon.
2)Do not foul. Fouling is when you do not pick up your dog’s poo. It is okay when you
leave your dog’s mess in a bush because it can biodegrade but when you leave it on a
path etc someone may step in it, it will take longer to biodegrade.
3)Be respecCul. Be nice and respecCul towards other people around Weedon this will
make a be5er community in Weedon.
4)No vandalism. Vandalism is when you graﬃ4, paint etc on property that you do not
own; this makes Weedon scruﬀy and people have to spend 4me cleaning it.
Thank you for reading my ar4cle. Let’s make Weedon a be5er place. All the best,
goodbye!
Wri5en by Soﬁa Kohvakka (Vice Chairperson JPC)
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