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LARGE PRINT If anyone wishes a lar ge pr int copy of the
newsletter please call Sue Halkett on 01327 341057
If anyone has an item that might be of general interest please let Sue Halkett know
and, if appropriate, it could be published in a future edition of Weedon News.
WEEDON BEC NEWS
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com.
Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter page advert. Space is limited and
will be given on a first come first served basis.
The next newsletter will be distributed in October 2015. Deadline for copy:
15th September, 2015.
Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057
for more information.

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Parish Council

THE DEPOT REVIVAL
Sunday 9th AUGUST 2015
10am-5pm
A multi-period event in conjunction
with a Classic Car and Commercial
Vehicle Show
44th East Regiment of Foot, one of Wellington’s Finest
WWI Hospital with Operating Theatre
WWII Displays and Exhibitions
WWII Living History Groups, including RAF, Home Guard,
military vehicles including tanks, displays and exhibitions
WWII tea rooms with afternoon tea dance with JP Swing
Johnny Red (The Garage)
Dodging the Doodlebugs, comic revue show from Heydays
Classic Cars, including MG Club, commercial vehicles
And lots, lots more including a 1940s dance on Sat 8th August
Free vintage bus to and from car park

Cost: Adult £5, children under 16 free when
accompanied by an adult

Further information please contact
Graham on 07515 571190.

THE DEPOT REVIVAL
The Group has been contacted by a William Crawford, who was evacuated to Weedon from
Islington, London during the War. Will was then 8 years old and went to the Billing School. He
was named Biscuit by his teacher because of the Crawford name. Will has kept in touch with
the family who gave him a home all those year ago, although sadly the people who cared for
him have long passed away. He is coming to Weedon for the dance on 8th August and to the
Depot Revival on 9th August. He said he has very fond memories of Weedon, lovely people
who were very kind to him and he would love to meet up again with anyone who remembers
him during the years he spent in Weedon. Please call Jenny on 01327 437251 if you knew
Will and would like to speak with him again, he would love to hear from you.

WEEDON DEPOT DANCE
8TH AUGUST 2015
7.30 pm TO 11.00 pm
Weedon Village Hall

WEEDON WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE
The Ladies of Weedon Women’s Institute meet on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom, New Street,
Weedon. We are a friendly group who actively welcome new members.
Membership rules apply, although guests are very welcome at £2 per
meeting. For further information please ring Jennifer Morris (President)
on 01327 843010 or Gill Bryan (Secretary) on 01327 340191.
Upcoming events:
August 20th 2015 – Birds of Prey
A Holdenby Falconer talks about the mysteries of his craft, with an
opportunity to see some birds of prey up close.
September 17th 2015 – Members’ Evening
An opportunity for our members to take over the running of the evening
and do whatever they want!

Lola Lamour and DJ Mike
Tickets, including light supper
£18 each. Tel: 07530 069238
THE DEPOT REVIVAL
9th AUGUST 2015
10am-5pm
WEEDON RESIDENTS ONLY
As recognition of how much the former ROYAL ORDNANCE DEPOT is entwined
with the history of the village of Weedon, a discount of 50% is being offered to
WEEDON residents. If you wish to take part in this offer, please complete the slip
below and present it on the day, to the ticket office.
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
This discount is for Weedon Residents only and is limited to 2 Adults and children
under 16. Please complete the form below.
NameDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
AddressDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
Adults DDDDDDDDDDD.. Children under 16DDDDDD..
The Organising Committee would like to thank the people of
Weedon for their participation.
For further information please contact Graham on 07515 571190
2

LUNCH CLUB

Other Age UK activities

at The Heart of
England

Art Club
A friendly, relaxed Club open to beginners and
competent artists. We meet every Thursday
morning during term time,
10.00am/12.00noon. £4.20 PAYG.

August: Monday 24th
September: Monday 28th
October: Monday 26th
2-for-1 main course
(2 x roast, plus desserts for
£15.00)
There may also be a chance for
a game of Bingo after lunch
For further details or to book
your place please call
Kate Kingston or
Jason Williams on
01604 629595 or visit
www.acnorthants.org.uk

Bridge Club
A friendly, non-competitive club open to
beginners and improvers. We meet every
Tuesday morning 10.00 am/12.00
noon. £2.50 PAYG.
Photography Club
This is a fun, relaxed club suitable for beginners and experienced residents. We meet
on the last Wednesday of the month from
10.00am to 12.00 noon. £2.50 PAYG
All classes are held at
31 Billing Road, Northampton.
For full details contact Age UK
Northamptonshire on 01604 629595.
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VILLAGE GATEWAY FLOWER BOXES
The Parish Council wish to thank those residents who kindly look after the
gateway flower boxes on Queen Street, Farthingstone Road and
Ellands Lane.
The boxes look lovely and it makes all the difference driving into the village on one
of these roads. Many compliments have been received from residents both from
this village and outside.
Occasionally problems happen especially with thieves stealing the plants but the
residents replace these plants as necessary.

WANTED
BRIDGE
PLAYERS

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings.
Full minutes are available on the website
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk, or from the Post Office.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda,
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at Jubilee Field.
JUNE
It was noted that Stuart Jacks has tended his resignation to the Council.
Newly elected District Councillor Johnnie Amos came along to introduce himself to
Councillors. Also present District Councillors David Smith and Kevin Perry.
ENVIRONMENT: The Clerk informed Council that a new notice board has
been erected adjacent to the bridge in Jubilee Field. The District Council has
commissioned work on the two damaged tombs in the churchyard and will also look
at repairs to the wall.
Flood Wardens, alongside Fred Kay two other residents have expressed an interest
in becoming flood wardens for the parish. These are Ray Masters and Dorothy
Nicholson. The Council wishes to thank all three for their assistance.
CEMETERY: A spring has erupted in the top, grassed area of the Cemetery
(new section). Council will need to assess and investigate costs for the installation
of more drainage.

To join our small
friendly mixed
abilities group.

PLANNING: Decisions by the District Council
DA/2015/0215 Bramble Patch, West Street.
Single storey conservatory to front elevation to create coffee room - GRANTED
PLANNING: Applications considered
a. DA/2015/0339 Land off New Street
Outline application for residential development for up to 121 dwellings including
access (all other matters reserved (re-submission))
b. DA/2015/0416 Former Ace Café, Weedon Road, Dodford
Outline application for residential development, estate road and open space.
c. DA/2015/0456 40 Queen Street
Single and two storey rear extension
d. County Council Application: Vehicle Repair Workshop, Watling Street, Weedon
Change of use of land to a Waste Treatment and Transfer site, including the
erection of a new building.
e. DA/2015/0498 89 West Street
Demolition of kitchen and garage. Construction of single storey rear extension

We play Chicago
Bridge on a
Thursday evening
from 7.30pm to
10pm in Weedon.
For further
information or an
informal chat
please contact
Kath Charlett on
01327 340108

GENERAL PURPOSE
Task group allocation for new councillors:
Cllr Crease – Cemetery, Allotments & Planning
Cllr Davey – Cemetery, Allotments & Environment
Cllr Wells – Playing Fields & Planning
Village Hall Management Committee representative – Cllr Crease
Audit: The report from the Internal (NCALC) appointed auditor had been received
and its brief comments noted. Report is on the Council’s website.
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JULY
General: The bus shelter notice boards have been fixed; the pocket
park signs have been erected and the War Grave Commission has
placed recognition signs on the Cemetery gate and the Lychgate.
The Council will respond to the District Council’s consultation on dog control issues.
Environment: Trees with preservation orders on Harmans Way and Regency
Close, owned by the Council, will undergo a tree inspection by a qualified
contractor

WEEDON BEC RECREATIONAL CHARITY
The Trustees of the above charity are now accepting requests
for funding from village leisure organisations
.

If you are involved in a group that is short of funds and would
like to make a request, contact one of the Trustees (names below)
for an application form for consideration later in the year.

.

Community Liaison: Some more white lines/SLOW markings have been put
in the village - more still to be done by the County Council

Deadline for the receipt of completed applications is 31st August.

..

Playing Fields: Mound is still ongoing. A group has been set up to get this
moving and a full update will be provided at the public meeting on the 1st
September - details below.
Cemetery: The Council is looking for quotes to undertake drainage work in
the new part (top near the field) of the Cemetery where a spring has erupted.
Planning: Planning Decisions by the District Council
DA/2015/0456 40 Queen Street. Single and two storey rear extension.
GRANTED
DA/2015/0498 89 West Street. Demolition of kitchen and garage. Construction of single storey rear extension. GRANTED
Planning Application considered
DA/2015/0552 2 The Greys. Two storey side extension
Finance: £250 was donated to the new group Mums & Tots to help purchase
play equipment for the children.

Betty Harris: 01327 349228 or Sheila Troath 01327 341642.
WEEDON NEWS
The Parish Council wish to thank all the deliverers of the Weedon
News and other items that they volunteer to help deliver throughout
the year. We could not do it without them. We also wish to thank
those other volunteer deliverers who help out when needed.
What we desperately need is a deliverer who lives in Cavalry Fields to cover
Cavalry Fields, Campbell Close and Fusilier Way (90 properties).
Please if someone can spare an hour, once every two months (or so) please
help us out. Call Sue Halkett on 341057.

101
The number for all non-emergencies
and enquiries

PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday 1st September
Village Hall Annexe
7.00 pm to 7.30 pm
Parish Council meeting will follow

Update on the Mound
We are looking for any photographs of this area prior to 1977 or even during
its conversion to the playing field as it is now. Also, if anyone has any
knowledge about this site, please come along and share it with us
4

Urgently needed
An organist for St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Weedon.
If you can help, or know anybody who may be able to,
please contact the Churchwardens
Betty Harris 01327 349228 or
Sheila Troath 01327 341642
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COFFEE MORNINGS
Senior Citizens
Here are the dates for this year's Coffee Mornings to raise funds towards the
Senior Citizen's Christmas Party:
22nd August
3rd October 14th November
Everyone is welcome to come along.
The Coffee Mornings are held at Riverside Court commencing at 10.30 am
and it is a very enjoyable way to meet new and old friends over a cuppa.
As always, there are cakes, bric-a-brac stalls and a raffle. If anyone has any items
for a raffle or tombola they can donate, we would be delighted to receive them.
Just call John on 341050 to arrange collection if necessary.

Weedon Bec History Society
2015 Programme

BEST VILLAGE COMPETITON
WE WON, WE WON
Well done to the Weedon Sports Association for heading up the presentation to the Best Village Competition and coming away as winners:
Best Large Village and Best Village Overall, in the County.
We would also like to thank The Bramble Patch, Weedon Bec Primary School,
Weedon Bec Pre-School, Riverside Court, the Brownies, Weedon Cub Scout Group,
the Pocket Park Committee, Weedon 1914-1918 Group, Weedon Bec's Neighbourhood Plan Group, Weedon Football Club and all the other groups, not forgetting all
the residents who have helped over the years we have entered this competition.
The competition is all about community spirit and as we all know, we have it in
abundance.
Well done WSA and well done Weedon.

28 September

LAND OFF NEW STREET

Roy Smart: The Last Naval Hero
Roy describes his talk as the briskly told illustrated tale of the greatest “hero” of the
Great War, his central part in two of the most remarkable events in maritime history
and his colourful and difficult life, much of it lived locally.
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU - DAVENTRY & DISTRICT
Free, confidential, impartial and independent advice and information on a wide
range of subjects including:
DEBT, BENEFITS, EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING,
FAMILY ISSUES, DISABILITY, CONSUMER
Whoever you are; whatever the problem...
10am-3pm, Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri.
No appointment needed.
The Abbey, Market Square, Daventry, NN11 4XG
Advice line: 03444 88 9629
Benefits & Disability advice: 01327 701646 (mornings)
Email advice via website: www.daventrycab.org.uk

District Councillor David Smith has informed us:
‘To advise that Daventry District Council along with active work from our District
Councillors, DA/2014/0455 Outline Planning application for 121 houses Off New
Street site will be challenged by DDC and taken to judicial review. As you are aware
the initial decision by DDC was for REFUSAL and they have carried out all
necessary investigations to form a case to challenge the Planning Inspectors
decision to uphold the appeal.

Can you play, or would you like
to learn how to play

WEEDON BEC
PARISH COUNCIL

MAHJONG

You can now keep up to date
with the latest news and
Information from
Weedon Bec Parish Council
via Facebook.

Players or non-players,
if interested contact
Sandra Rogers 01327 209435
HIGHWAYS WARDEN

www.facebook.com/weedonbecpc

If you spot any pot holes or any
problems with footpaths, verges or
roads, email Jeremy Palmer
who is the Highways Warden for
Weedon Bec.
weedonroads@hotmail.com

A full range of information is also available at:
www.adviceguide.org.uk
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Dear Friends
One of the great joys of my ministry is preparing couples for, and then performing,
the marriage ceremony. Our Benefice now has about 30 weddings a year and, because most couples don’t live in the area, the law requires them to attend a church
here for a minimum of six months before they can be married. So the extra benefits
are that we see some of them come to faith, be baptised, and confirmed as part of
that process. And because of these links, we are now baptising some of the babies
that follow.
There are many “interesting” traditions associated with the Church wedding ceremony. One of them concerns the bride if she comes into Church wearing a veil
over her face. Before the wedding can proceed, the veil needs to be removed.
Why? So the bridegroom can be assured that the right girl is being presented!
Where did that come from? One reason goes back nearly 4,000 years to the time
of the great fathers of Israel – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jacob replaced his older
brother by stealing his birth right. Elder brother was not amused, so Jacob had to
flee. His mother, to save him, sends him back to Abraham’s birthplace in Southern
Iran to find a wife. On arrival he finds the most beautiful girl, and the girl’s father –
as deceitful as Jacob – agrees to that as long as he works for 7 years. On the day
of the wedding an older, less beautiful daughter, suitably veiled, is passed off as the
intended bride. Only next morning does Jacob discover this. But father agrees that
if he works for another seven years, he can have the other one as well. Hence veils
must be removed!
Going back in time, Jacob flees, and far from home and any sacred space, but in
the sort of places we spend most of our time – workplace, home, supermarket,
sporting venue, whatever.. Jacob finds himself nowhere special. But on going to
sleep, he dreams of a ladder coming down from heaven. There are angels on it,
and at the top is God promising to provide for him. On waking Jacob declares that
surely God was in this place and he didn’t know it. How often do we find ourselves
no place special and not realise God is there without our knowing it.
The story is not about Jacob climbing up to heaven – or working to get closer to
God. No, it is about God being here, right here, right now, in this place. And he
comes to the last person you would expect God to come to – a thief, a liar, and a
deceiver. The story tells us that God is available to us all in the most surprising
places in which we find ourselves! Think about it – “Wherever you are, God is!”
With every blessing
John.

DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK
There were single Arctic Terns on 12th and 29th May, an Oystercatcher on 24th June
with two Little Ringed Plovers and two Green Sandpipers on 25th, a Spotted Flycatcher on 3rd and 5th June and best of all, flyover Honey-buzzards on 25th June and
again on 10th July. The reservoir came to life on 15th July when a Male Common
Scoter, 4 Little Ringed Plovers, 4 Green Sandpipers, a Redshank, a Greenshank, a
Common Sandpiper were present and a Curlew flew over.
COUNTY RARITIES
During the period mid-May to mid-July the following scarce species were noted somewhere in Northants:- Common Scoter, Quail, Gannet, Cattle Egret, Honey-buzzard (in
addition to Daventry), Red-footed Falcon, Common Crane, Hoopoe, Red-backed
Shrike, Avocet, Temminck's Stint and Crossbills.
Chris Coe
01327 340493

YATES
LANDSCAPES
Local family business
since 1975
PATIOS • FENCING • TURFING
HEDGE TRIMMING • PATHS
GRASS CUTTING
TREE PRUNING
GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Weekly in the Church:
Bell ringing practice. Every Wednesday starting at 7.45 pm until 9.00 pm.
Why not just come along and see if you would like to join the team? We’re keen to
welcome new ringers. Please call Brian Foley on 01327 341215 or just turn up on
the night for a chat.
Open Church Saturdays. St Peter & St Paul Church is open on Saturdays. Refreshments will be served from 10.00-12.00 (except the 1st Saturday, every month).
There will be items for sale/exchange on 26th August.
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HOLLY HOUSE
CROFT WAY, WEEDON
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX

Tel: 01327 342599
Mob: 07762 053857
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
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BIRD NOTES
I was recently asked how I managed to see so many bird species as I apparently do
each time the Newsletter is published. The answer is, I don't. I think that would be impossible for one person. The records and reports are a mix of a few of my own sightings, information from residents of Weedon and a regular look at various relevant websites which report or tweet on County birds. As I am involved with the production of the
Northants. Bird Report and collect information throughout the year, this data comes
easily to hand.
WEEDON
Once again a Mute Swan has been in trouble in Weedon for the third time this year.
On this occasion, an apparently uninjured adult bird decided to land in West Street
near the junction with Manor Road, choosing a busy time during the morning rush
hour. It was, with a certain degree of difficulty, shepherded into a front garden where it
was stopped from re-entering the danger area for several hours. It became more and
more belligerent in its attempt to leave the garden and it was a great relief when an
RSPCA representative arrived and bundled it into his van, stating his intention of releasing it at a suitable water nearby. Already rescued in his vehicle was a sick looking
Woodpigeon and a Carrion Crow in separate cages, obviously a busy morning for him.
At this same West Street site within a few days, a Marsh Tit was discovered on a front
lawn, rather dishevelled and having no intention of flying away despite having no obvious injury. It was temporarily taken into care and eventually released again, but with
unknown results. This species is quite uncommon locally, but up until recently there
was a regular pair in territory along Puddle Bank near the Pocket Park. Again within
the vicinity of the West Street location, a recently fledged Green Woodpecker was on a
garden lawn and was thought to have been abandoned by its parents. The problem
was partially resolved when the bird in question disappeared from the spot, again result unknown.
More generally, at least one Little Egret is summering in the area, Red Kites are becoming more and more regular passing over the village and Grey Partridges have
been detected in the area possibly for the first time for a few years. There have also
been occurrences of Little Owl, Grey Wagtail ( one feeding a youngster on 4th July),
Lesser Whitethroat, Tree Sparrow at a garden feeder and a Hobby flew over on 22nd
June. I get the impression that House Martins are more numerous this year and I think
that the breeding Swift population is again two, possibly three pairs with occasional
visits from small parties from elsewhere.
NEARBY
An Osprey flew over the A45 between Weedon and Dodford on 12th May, a Whimbrel
was in a field near Grimscote on 15th May, Lesser Whitethroats were singing near
Dodford and near Flore and Ravens were noted at Preston Capes and Staverton (a
family party). Fawsley Park was productive in May with Mandarin, Water Rail, Little
and Tawny Owl, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Spotted Flycatcher being reported.
A visit to the Heart of the Shires on the A5 recently was reminiscent of a return to the
past with House Martins, Swallows and Pied Wagtails all feeding young in nests
around the complex.
Continued over
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Monthly in the Chapter House:
Messy Church. Saturday 12th September,10 am–12 noon. The
theme is Seeds and Growth. Do come along, don’t forget to bring
Mum, Dad and Gran. A fun time to be had by all.
Craft Evenings. The craft group meets in the Chapter House at 7.30 pm. The
next meetings will be on 27th August, and 24th September. For further details please
contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Mothers’ Union. From 2.30 - 4 pm in the Chapter House. Cream teas available on
the 15th August. Also meeting on 8th September. Contact Betty for more information
01327 349228
Like-minded Ladies. This is held in the Chapter House on 13th August (meal
available) and 10th September at 7.30 pm. For further details please contact Isabella
on 01327 342141.
Men’s Breakfast. Last Saturday in the month in the Chapter House at 8.30 am
(Saturday 29th August and 26th September) - a hearty breakfast for only £5.00,
Speaker included. Contact Tony Wincott, 01327 341767 for more information.
Quarterly in the Chapter House
Quiz Night. Friday 25th September. The quizzes are held in the Chapter House
and start at 7.30 pm. You can have up to 6 in a team and it costs £6.50 per person to
enter. Anyone wishing to enter a team, please contact Isabella on 01327 342141.
Other Events:
Holiday Club for children age 7-11, to enjoy cooking and craft. Places are limited to 12 children per session. Thursday 6th August 10 am -12.30 pm. Weedon
“bake off” , Pizza and cakes -parents/carers to come and sample from 12.00 noon
and Thursday 20th August 10 am -12.30 pm. Card making/craft or producing a magazine for children. Call Sandra Rogers 01327 209435 (or email sandravrogers@gmail.com) if you wish to book a place.
Harvest Supper

Monday 28th September, 7.00 pm

RIDE & STRIDE: Participants and sponsors URGENTLY required. Contact
Isabella Masters 01327 342141. For more details and forms.. If you cannot take part,
please sponsor Isabella.
A great way to keep fit and visit your local Churches. All the family can take part. If
you can’t manage to walk or ride, then please sponsor Isabella. St Peter & St Paul
Church receive back half of the money raised by them, and can also apply for a
grant.
Details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring Betty
Harris on 01327 349228.
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St Peter & St Paul’s Church
August Services
Sunday 2nd
Sunday 9th
Thursday 13th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Thursday 27th
Sunday 30th

9.30 am
Holy Communion (Trinity 9)
9.30 am
Holy Communion (Trinity 10)
9.30 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Morning Praise (Lay-led) (Trinity 11)
9.30 am
Holy Communion (Trinity 12)
9.30 am
Holy Communion
No service at the church (Benefice Service at Everdon but:
Combined service at Weedon Weekender

September Services
Sunday 6th
9.30 am
Sunday 13th
9.30 am
Sunday 20th
9.30 am
Tuesday 22nd
3.00 pm
Thursday 24th
9.30 am
Sunday 27th
10.30 am

Holy Communion (Trinity 14)
Holy Communion (Trinity 15)
Morning Praise (Lay-led) (Trinity 16)
Wave of prayer
Holy Communion
Holy Communion Benefice Service Harvest Festival

After each Sunday service there is an opportunity to stay for coffee and biscuits in the
Chapter House; please come along and join us.
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
ADVANCE NOTICE: (to note in your diary - more details nearer the time)
October:
Saturday 3rd
Saturday 10th
Saturday 17th

November:
Saturday 14th
Saturday 14th

Saturday 28th
December:
Saturday 12th

7.00 pm
Harvest Supper in the Chapter House.
10.00-12.00 Messy Church - Harvest
7.00 pm
WATLING SINGERS & MEMBERS OF “THE
CHURCH IN THE PARK” (St Peter & St Paul
Church, Abingdon) singing FAURE REQUIEM &
HAYDN LITTLE MASS OF ST JOHN.
Refreshments at the interval. For further details, or to
book a seat contact Freda English on 01327 341479
10.00-12.00 Messy Church - Advent/light
7.00 pm
GUYATHRIE & GUESTS CONCERT.
Refreshments during the interval. For further details,
or to book a seat contact Freda English on 01327
341479
TBC
“Dicken’s” Christmas Fayre, with carols.

Bee Scene! Popular family-friendly survey of wild ﬂowers re-launches this summer holiday thanks to Nature's Path
Plantlife’s hugely successful ‘Bee Scene’ survey has been rescued by family-owned
cereal maker Nature’s Path, aer its original funding had ended. Over 30,000 children have already taken part in the wild ﬂower survey since its launch in 2010. Now
thousands more will have the opportunity to explore the nature on their doorstep
and learn about the wild ﬂowers growing there.
Families can discover whether their local area is good for bumblebees by looking
for bee-friendly wild ﬂowers such as foxgloves, dandelions and clovers in their local
green spaces. The results are then uploaded onto a virtual meadow map of the UK.
The survey raises awareness and understanding in children of the importance of
biodiversity in their local area, star-ng them on a path to enjoying wild ﬂowers and
realising their importance as part of our natural heritage. It also helps them understand the importance of wild plants for our declining pollinators. 90% of teachers
who did the survey reported that 'Bee scene' had given them new learning about
the natural environment and helped pupils understand that diﬀerent wild plants
are important for bees.
Nature's Path has a strong commitment to sustainability and the natural environment and has stepped in to enable the Bee Scene ini-a-ve to reach many thousands more children and families this year aer its Na-onal Lo5ery funding ended.
A spokesperson comments “As an organic, family owned company, with a strong
commitment to the natural environment we recognise the importance of educa-ng
children early about the importance of our wild ﬂowers and the pollinators that rely
on them. We are thrilled to be able to support Plantlife to con-nue this fantas-c
survey, so that many more children and families can take part and 'Bee Scene'.
'Bee Scene' is a simple and eﬀec-ve way to encourage children and their families
into their local parks or countryside - to enjoy them together, away from the television screen, computer games and other pressures of modern life. By using a simple
ﬂower key, they are able to count diﬀerent ﬂower shapes and colours and look out
for bumblebees, so helping children understand how valuable their local green
spaces are for wildlife.
Full details and bee scene resources are available online at
www.plantlife.org.uk/beescene

10.00-12.00 Messy Church - Christmas and decorating the
Christmas tree
8
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MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
Following the annual review of the mobile library service, the confirmed day/timings
for Weedon, as of 1 September 2015, are:
Weedon is route DV10 (Second Sunday of the month)
Outside Weedon Bec Primary School, West Street:
13.45—14.05
Top of New Croft (junction with Croft Way):
14.10—14.30
Outside Riverside Court, Riverside Drive:
14.40—15.00
Full route information is available on the Northamptonshire County Council website
WEEDON BEC TRUST
Registered Charity No. 242221
THE TRUSTEES ARE IN A POSITION TO CONSIDER GIVING GRANTS
TOWARDS BOOKS FOR STUDENTS OF 18 YEARS OR OVER ENTERING FULL
TIME EDUCATION IN COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY IN THE NEW ACADEMIC
YEAR
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS: 19 SEPTEMBER 2015
Previous applicants are not entitled to re-apply, but the Trustees will be pleased to
consider any cases of student need. Under the terms of the Charity only residents
of Weedon Bec parish are eligible to apply.
Application forms are available from : Weedon Bec Post Office, Church Street
Clerk to the Trustees
Mrs A E Draper, 12 Equestrian Way
Or any of the Trustees
Mr A E Hart, 65 New Croft
Mrs M Hooper, 3 South Street
Mrs S Jameson, 12 Brookside
Mrs V Cheney, 35 Riverside Court

Weedon Village Show
5th September 2015
The preparations for the show are well underway. Donations for the tombola and
the produce stall will still be very welcome.
If you have looked at your schedule you will see that there is a new culinary class in
place of the previous decorated cake class. We are looking for entries of your favourite cake together with a copy of the recipe. We are hoping that this class will
inspire all the bakers in the village to show off their skills and also to pick up some
new delicious cake recipes for us all to enjoy.
We are looking forward to seeing you all at the show. If you need another schedule,
or entry form, there are some spare copies available from the Post Office. Don’t
forget that if you have any queries at all about your entry please feel free to call
Judith Duck on 01327 349613 (or via email on aj1@ducka.plus.com).
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My Guardian Angel
Over eighty years ago I used to go with my father, Frank Ingman to deliver meat to
customers on Saturday mornings - first by horse and cart, later by van.
What is now the A5, in my very early years was part called The Old Street Road and
the opposite way was naturally called The London Road. The canal and railway
bridges were hump back bridges, later to be modernized and transformed into flat
bridges.

United Reformed Church
Harvest Thanksgiving 27th September at 11am. We would be grateful for donations of tinned and dry foods for this service so they can then be passed on to a suitable charity.
August Bank Holiday Weekender Joint Service at the Jubilee Field on Sunday
29th at 11am. Everyone very welcome, come and start the Sunday festivities with us.

Our first stop was Dial House, still there but now looking very different. On past Ivy
Farm where a girl my age was taken to Weedon school each morning by horse and
float. On the other side was the wood yard, which many years later was to become
the now famous ‘Heart of the Shires’.

If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our Minister
Revd Jay Phelps Tel: 01327 340282 mobile, 07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs
Margaret Hooper Tel: 01327 340524.

On down the very bumpy road to Muscot, which even today is still as bumpy! This
leads to Mill House where the noise of the water was terrifying to a small girl like me.
Muscot consisted of three cottages and the farmhouse - a little oasis of peace - now
shattered by the constant thump, thump of traffic on the nearby motorway. In one of
the fields was a wooden hut where the scouts used to go for their summer camp

Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you want to hire our Chapel Schoolroom.

.

On through the field and along the lane to the village of Whilton - the lane often had
a gypsy caravan and horse - never any rubbish left. only a little mound of ash from
the fire - how different from today.
Back through Brockhall, a gated road - my job was to open and close the gates.
After doing this, father parked the van outside the gardener’s cottage and had to
walk down to the bottom of the field to two cottages - both long since demolished. I
got back into the van and slowly it began to move - I jumped out very quickly as
coming through the gate was a van which said ‘Palmers Bakers’ on the side - I remember it well. As he came through the gate I asked the driver to stop our van although in that short moment, it was moving more quickly D thankfully he did stop it.
The twist in this little tale is that the baker’s van had never been seen before or since
that eventful day, despite our being there at a similar time each Saturday. So yes, I
do think my Guardian Angel was looking after me that day.
No, of course, as a small inquisitive child I didn’t touch anything in the van - well, I
expect you have guessed that in fact I actually did ‘fiddle’ with the handbrake D.. But
only to see what would happen!!!
Brenda Barnett

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St Augustine, 28 London Road, Daventry
Times of Mass
Monday to Friday 9.15 am,
Saturday 5.00 pm,
Sunday 10.30 am
Holy Days: 9.15 am to 8.00 pm
Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm
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Parish Priest:
Mgr Sean Healy
Tel: 01327 300248

Rural Social Isolation Project
National and international research has shown older people are particularly vulnerable to loneliness and isolation and a lack of social
connections.
It has also been shown that loneliness has a significant negative
impact on health, with some research showing that a lack of social connection is as
harmful to health as smoking 15 ciggies a day.
DDC and partners are looking to identify local services, initiatives and community
groups designed to combat these conditions and work with local Parish Councils to
analyse what older people actually want to counteract the state of mind and what
needs to be delivered and developed locally.
A key aspect of this project will be the gathering of qualitative information through a
number of focus groups and through various communication methods including postal surveys, phone surveys and face to face appointments.
The project aims to reach out to the most isolated and vulnerable older residents
within the district and to help identify and breakdown barriers that cause such distress.
Weedon Bec Pocket Park
It is now two years since the Pocket Park opened to the public, and it is well used by
all sections of the community. Work in the Park is ongoing both to maintain and improve the infrastructure and the natural diversity.
We would appreciate more volunteers to help us with this work, one or two hours on
a Saturday morning would be most helpful.
If you would like to volunteer please get in touch with me raycharlett@talktalk.net or
01327 340108.
Ray Charlett
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Church Street
(just past the Post Office)

Minister Revd Jay Phelps
The following are our services and activities for August and September. We would
love to welcome you, so come and join with us at any or all of these services and
events.
AUGUST
Sunday 2nd
Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th

11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Service
Service with Communion
Service
Service
Weedon Weekender joint service on Jubilee Field

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 6th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th
Sunday 27th

7.30 pm
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service
Service with Communion
Service
Harvest Thanksgiving Service

OCTOBER
Thursday 1st
Sunday 4th

7.30 pm
11.00 am

Celebration Praise
Service

We hold a drop in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and
cake served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment
and a chat with old and new friends. No coffee on 3rd September.
Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month (except August)
at the URC Schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm. The next meeting is September 4th
If you need an hour out of a hectic week, why not come along and join us to share
the love of Christ and have a good sing. You will be most welcome.
CALL IN FOR A CHARITY COFFEE MORNING at Yewtree Cottage, 48 High St,
Flore, Wednesday 2nd September 10 - 12 noon. The Charity for this month will
be Alzheimer’s Society. We look forward to seeing you, pop in for a few minutes
and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.
Afternoon Tea on Wednesday 5th August at Hollandstone Farm, Flore (in the layby just past the Holiday Inn) by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs. David Chaplin. 2.30 pm
to 4.30 pm and the charity will be Cynthia Spencer Hospice. Please make an effort
to support this very local charity.
continued over
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Road verges are one of the most important, best loved and frequently
viewed habitats in the country… So why are they s$ll being destroyed?
A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road verges are home to 703 species of
wild plants, more than in any other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are either threatened with ex-nc-on or heading that way. In addi-on, 88% of these wild
plants provide nectar and pollen for bees and other insects, making road verges
essen-al refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a food plant for 132 species of insect. In addi-on, 21 of the 25 Na-on's Favourite Wildﬂowers grow on
road verges. From cowslips and bluebells in spring to swathes of cow parsley and
ox-eye daisies in early summer, our verges are home to most of the 25 favourite
wild ﬂowers as voted for by the public. And with 30 million drivers in the UK,
they’re the most frequently viewed habitat too, providing many people with their
only regular daily contact with nature.
But in much of Britain, road verges are s-ll being needlessly cut down in full ﬂower
threatening the wildﬂowers and the wildlife that depend on them. Many councils
have already started cu@ng verges - much too early in the year for ﬂowers to be
able to set seed, and greatly reducing one of the most important food banks for our
ailing bees and other pollinators.
Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s Botanical Specialist, explains, “Over 97% of meadows
have been destroyed in England since the 1930s. In many areas, rural road verges
are the last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. Road safety is
the absolute priority, but we know that verges can be managed be5er for wildlife
whilst remaining safe for motorists. This means adop-ng some simple changes to
management – like a delay in cu@ng to allow seed to be set - so that wildﬂowers
can thrive”.
Plantlife has produced new management guidelines and is urging the public to sign
a pe--on asking local councils to adopt them. Some councils are leading the way.
Trials in Dorset, for example, are inves-ga-ng how to combat the over-vigorous
growth of grass on fer-le verges (which is both detrimental to wildﬂowers and obscures driver sight-lines), by stripping turf, using semi-parasi-c yellow ra5le to
stunt grass growth and even grazing verges with sheep. Plantlife is helping to showcase the work of councils like Dorset to show others that it can be done. Our guidelines are currently being applied to 11,700 km of verge covering 2,300 hectares of
verges – that’s equivalent to 2.5 -mes the area of remaining upland hay meadow in
the UK - and with the public’s support we can do even more.
Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, wildﬂowers can return. Meadow
crane’s-bill was once widespread in meadows – hence its name – but is now more
commonly found on road verges. It spreads readily when cu@ng is delayed and it’s
allowed to set seed. Maybe it's -me to change its name to "verge crane’s-bill”.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
From your point of view, as a Weedon Bec resident, it may seem that Neighbourhood Planning has gone very quiet at the moment. Not so! The steering group is
working with our consultants Kirkwells, to respond to all the comments you raised
during the public consultation during May/June.
There were 221 responses by residents and other interested parties so we cannot
reply to everyone individually. A table listing the responses and including notes of
any recommendations for change in the plan will be posted on the neighbourhood
planning website shortly.
The draft plan is also currently undergoing an appraisal called a STRATEGIC
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) which looks at the impact of the plan on
the heritage and environment of the parish; especially the effect of land allocations
and policies on the Depot and Canal Conservation Area.
The SEA is a requirement of European legislation. It is being undertaken for us by
the independent consultant AECOM. We anticipate the report will be available towards the end of August and the steering group will have to make further changes to
the plan to comply with its recommendations.
When all these alterations have been drawn together, a copy of the revised plan will
be put on the website and comments invited on the changes made. Keep an eye on
the neighbourhood planning website for further information and we’ll update you with
the next Weedon News.
From now on the draft Neighbourhood Plan is being called the draft SUBMISSION
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN because, when its fully agreed and
‘signed off’ by the Parish Council, it goes to DDC who undertake yet another 6 week
statutory consultation of a long list of government agencies.
If all this seems to you like bureaucracy gone mad, imagine what it feels like to the
volunteers of the steering group who have to grapple with it! Please bear with us,
your neighbourhood plan is the first in Daventry District to have required a Strategic
Environmental Assessment so we are breaking new ground.
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WSA & volunteers are
hosting your
community event over
August Bank Holiday
weekend 2015
Weedon’s own X Factor – Karaoke Competition - Finale at the Weekender
31st July Wheatsheaf HEAT 2: Adults 8pm ‘til late
14th August Maltsters HEAT 3: Under 16s 6 ‘til 8pm. Adults 8pm ‘til late
Trophies & prizes for Winners – thanks to Phoenix Recording Studio, Daventry
Free entry but donations towards hosting Weekender most appreciated
It’s a Knockout Competition – Weekender Sunday 30th from 1pm
Teams of 4: 2 Girls and 2 Boys - Under 8s (free) / 8-11 years (free) /12-15
years (£5 per team) / Adults: min age 16 yrs (£10 per team) competing for the
Adville Cup - Fancy Dress Optional
Team numbers are limited and will be on a first come first served basis. Some
spaces still availableD so hurry along!
Email: wsaitsaknockout@aol.com for entry form or speak to Julian Wickham
Support us: Hosting an event like this doesn’t come cheap and this year
we have no financial support from the lottery. Please show your support and
buy a Weekender wristband £3 each or 2 for £5 – on sale in Blades, the local
pubs and from WSA volunteers.
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets only £1 a ticket to win some great prizes!
Volunteers: want to help? We would love to hear from you! It will be lots
of fun and a great opportunity to get to know people. So, why not join us? Even
if it’s just a couple of hours or maybe a shift on the bar, it all helps.
Please ring Sue on 07710 235238 or Andy on 07540 461514 or email
weedonsa@aol.co.uk to find out more.
Budding Chefs: the BBQ will be alight for quite a few hours and we will
need some extra pairs of hands. If you fancy donning a pinnie and helping, let
us know!
Bottles going spare? ( to top up our bottle tombola?) We are asking early
for help. Please give John Wilshire a shout on 341050 and we can come and
collect.
Stuff for the Kids Tombola? anything going spare to help top up the table
would be very welcome. Please give John Wilshire a shout on 341050 and we
can come and collect or drop it into Blades.
Village Groups: Need to raise some funds for your own group? Why not
join in with the event and have a stall? No charge for village groups and you
keep whatever proceeds you make. There are still spaces on Saturday or
Sunday – it’s your chance to get involved too! Please get in touch with Andy
07540 461514 or Maria 341990
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This event is for YOU: as a resident of Weedon. We have tried to include
something for everyone so save the date, invite family and friends round, come
along and enjoy the event.
Thanks to the following organisations who have provided financial
assistance, including: Weedon Bec Parish Council, Empowering Councillors
Award, Daventry District Housing, David Watson Transport, Weedon Garrison Ltd,
Adville Ltd, WSA .
Look out for posters around the village for more information, WSA Facebook
and WSA website: www.weedonsa.btck.co.uk
Weedon Weekender Raffle Prizes, donations and acknowledgements
1st Prize iPad mini (donation)
2nd Prize Annual Gym Membership (thanks to Everyone Active Daventry)
3rd Prize One Hour Plane Flight (thanks to Adville)
Other amazing prizes include:
Everyone Active 6 month Gym membership & Family Day Pass * Two tickets to
the Saints,* Round of golf at Brampton Health Golf Course * Everything Apple
shop £70 voucher * Crossroads Hotel & £25 meal voucher * Heart of England
meal for two * Two tickets to Cobblers * Freeways Garage Hampers * Rose
Wardrobe £30 voucher * Lamport Hall entry & tea for two * Joyride cycles £55
service voucher * Everyone Active One term Swimming lessons * Vanilla Hair
Salon £35 voucher * Whisky from Tesco’s * Piglets Nursery hamper *
Barrett & Co Family Photo Portrait sitting * Weedon House Fish &Chips £20 meal
voucher * One Stop voucher * £50 High Street voucher from AAH * Helios
Antiques donation * Howard Financial Management donation
Thank you to the local businesses and organisations for your support
A Raffle ticket book is included with your newsletter – please return the stub with
money to: Blades, Plume of Feathers, Maltsters or any WSA volunteer
OR bring to the Raffle Ticket stand during the Weedon Weekender Weekend
before the raffle is drawn.
* * * * Raffle will be drawn at 7.00pm Sunday 30th August * * * *
Thank you in advance for your support for this event where the proceeds will help
provide grants and assistance to local village groups through the WSA funding
scheme and also towards the Community Sports Facility Building project at Jubilee
Field. Also a special thanks to Karen at Blades, Cath at The Plume, Hayley at the
Wheatsheaf and Jo at the Maltsters for helping with our Karaoke events and fundraising prior to the weekend – your help is really very much appreciated.
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WEEDON WEEKENDER
Sunday 30th
Saturday 29th

Family Fun Day

Village Fete

Combined Church Service at 11.00am
******
Upton Footlights performance 12-1pm
******
The Adville - Its a Knockout competition at 1pm
******
Family Fun all day * Side Stalls * Crockery Smash
Children’s Tombola * Teas & Coffees
Pimms Tent * Bar * BBQ
******
Fun Dog Show hosted by Weedon Veterinary Surgery, register
by 2.30pm Show starts at 3pm – do you have the best sausage
catching pooch or the waggiest tail?
******
Tea Time live band not to be missed
Paper Street Soap Company at 4pm
*******
The Karaoke Grand Finale at 5pm – Adults & kids on stage from
qualifying heats!
******
Raffle will be drawn on stage at 7pm
******
Sunday eve: Find those Hawaiian Shirts, get out your best
shorts and flip flop along for the brilliant
UK Beach Boys Tribute band
starting at 7.30pm
Surf Board Simulator * Grand Finale Fireworks at 10pm
There will be shaking buckets for donations after the fireworks
have concluded

2 pm till 5 pm
Dog and Duck Show * Marital Arts display
Dunchurch Brass Band * Scalextric * Chicken Chucking
Guess the Balloons in the Car * Big Skittles * Tombola
Weedon Past and Present * WI Cream Teas
Lots of stalls and displays
The Foley Flyover – guess the height to win a plane flight!
Buy your Raffle Tickets – Amazing Prizes
BBQ
Bar
Pimms Tent
******
DJ Kyle at 5pm
our local 11 year old budding DJ takes a turn on stage
followed by Weedon Garrison Band from 5.30pm until 7.00pm
******
Saturday eve: The brilliant ‘Chain of Fools’
Soul and R&B Band from 7.45pm
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