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WEEDON BEC NEWS   
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish 
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email 
weedonbecpc@btinternet.com. Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter 
page advert. Space is limited and will be given on a first come first served basis. 
 

The next newsletter will be distributed in June 2019. Deadline for copy:  
15th May 2019.  

 

Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057 
for more information. 

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the  
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not  

necessarily those of the Parish Council  

Parish Council meeting dates for 2019 

Apr 2nd 

May 7th Jun 4th July 2nd 

Aug 6th Sep 3rd Oct 1st 
Nov 5th Dec 3rd 

Meetings are held in the Village Hall Annexe commencing 
at 7.30 pm unless the agenda states otherwise 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman:   Mrs Zoe O’Toole  07740 564047/  
    zoecgray@hotmail.com 
Councillors:  
 
 Mr George Atkinson Mr Tony Crease  Mrs Fiona Edwards
 Ms Libby Hart   Mr Austin Havell  Mr Stuart Jacks 
 Mr Jim Mantz   Mr Kevin Perry  Mrs Ann Ranshaw  
     Mrs Fiona Thomas 
 

All Councillors are contactable through the Clerk 
 

Clerk:   Mrs Susan Halkett,  
16, St Mary’s Way, Weedon, NN7 4QL 

Tel: 01327 341057  Email: weedonbecpc@btinternet.com 
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk 

 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL 

You can now keep up to date with the latest news and  
information from Weedon Bec Parish Council via our  

website, use the QR Code for easy access or  
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk 

 Facebook.com/weedonbecpc 

Twitter @weedonbecpc  

Tickets 

£12 each 
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F H Dunkley,  
Boot & Shoe Maker 

 

F H Dunkley's, Boot & Shoe 
Makers business was situated 
in Church Street. The building 
he occupied is still there and 
has changed very little in  
appearance. It is between the 
United Reformed Chapel and 
the former Post Office. 
 

Mr Dunkley was in trade for 24 
years. In January 1

st
 1927 the 

business was transferred to 
Walter Denny. The original 
photograph belongs to  
Mr Denny's daughter  
Mary Tillyer who kindly allowed 
the History Society to copy it. 
 
Weedon Bec History Society 
 

 

 

 

 

When not on public display the 
albums of several hundred old 
photographs of Weedon, (the 
most recent time was in the 
church at the End of World 
War I Centenary), are available 
to view by arrangement.  
Contact Tel: 341729 
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EASTER AND MAY BANK HOLIDAYS OPENING HOURS 

       

  Friday 19
th
 April     CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

  Monday 22
nd

 April  CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 
  Monday 6

th 
May  CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

              Monday 27
th
 May  CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

  

Prescriptions 

Please order your repeat prescriptions in advance of the Easter and May Bank Holidays 
and allow plenty of time for your prescription to be processed. 

 

EXTENDED HOURS SURGERIES 

There will be no extended hours surgeries at Greens Norton Medical Centre or 
Weedon Surgery when we are closed for staff training, see dates below.   

   
SURGERY CLOSURE FOR STAFF TRAINING 2019 

Both Greens Norton Medical Centre and Weedon Surgery will be closed on the  
following Wednesday afternoons for staff training.  The surgeries will close at 12.30pm 

and re-open again the following morning   

For urgent medical problems that cannot wait until we re-open please telephone 
the NHS Out-Of-Hours service on 111. 

Wednesday 3 April Wednesday 15 May 

Wednesday 12 June Wednesday 10 July 

Wednesday 11 September Wednesday 9 October 

Wednesday 13 November Wednesday 4 December 

IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT INFORMATION 
We are continually reviewing the amount of nursing and GP time offered to meet 

patients’ requests for appointments.  On occasions patients fail to attend their 
appointments and we ask that you cancel appointments that you no longer re-

quire to enable us to offer them to someone else.   
The most recent attendance results are as follows:- 

 
APPOINTMENTS CAN BE CANCELLED BY CONTACTING RECEPTION OR THROUGH 

SYSTMONLINE ON-LINE SERVICES.  THANK YOU.   

1 October 18 – 31 December 18 Patients Attending 

GPs 97% 

Nurses 95% 

Weedon Bec Information Pack 

The pack contains lots of information about village activities as well as local 
services and is available to all new residents.  If you have recently moved to 
Weedon Bec or have a new neighbour, please contact the Parish Clerk, Sue 
Halkett, on 01327 341057 or via email at weedonbecpc@btinternet.com and she’ll 
arrange for a pack to be delivered to you.  

Calling all businesses and village groups. If you would like to include a leaflet in 
the Weedon Bec new residents information pack, please contact Sue, details above. 
We are currently distributing about 4 information packs to new village residents each 
month. It's the ideal way to attract new members to your group or to promote your ser-
vices. 

Partners: Dr A P Akram . Dr D R Geatch . Dr S E T Harper .  Dr S R Hartley . Dr J H W Hill  

Dr G E Robson . Dr J Robson . Dr M M Rookledge . Dr A Schofield 
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Chairman’s Report 
 

Hello all and welcome, just about I think, to Spring! Although it’s been 
quite crazy recently with winds and hailstones, it’s wonderful seeing all 
the daffodils and the green buds starting to show on the trees.  

 

As ever, things have not sat still at the Parish Council, with lots going 
on. I was delighted to see the announcement on Facebook this morning that work is 
about to start on rejuvenating Croft Way playground. This is, in part, being funded by 
a grant that we were successful in securing from Daventry District Council and with 
thanks. From the responses I’ve seen, it sounds like this work will be well received 
by many in our community. 

 

In February, there was a presentation about the recent flood survey for Weedon by 
Northants County Council. It was a lively conversation and good to see people from 
the village getting involved. The Parish Council also worked with Daventry District 
Council to produce the recent Housing Needs Survey for Weedon. Thanks to every-
one who contributed. 

 

We are nearly at the end of the financial year, which means that it’s almost time for 
the Annual Parish Meeting, which I hope, residents will be able to attend.  Watch out 
for details of the date and time. This year’s Council Tax bills are now out and we 
have worked hard to keep the parish precept element as low as possible whilst still 
ensuring that village services including lighting, grass cutting, allotments and play 
areas are managed effectively. This includes catching up on some of the improve-
ments and maintenance that we had to cut back on during the Jubilee Field/Mound 
challenge.  

 

We have engaged new grass cutting contractors this year and the first cut has been 
completed. Feedback on timings and locations have been noted and will be  
addressed. 

 

A plea from me regarding littering and dog faeces. Unfortunately, one of our jun-
ior football players got a nasty injury recently due to broken glass on Jubilee 
Field. The guys that volunteer their time that make the football teams happen are 
spending increasing time clearing dog mess off the pitch. Please be considerate 
for all the users of our green areas. That also includes considerate parking dur-
ing events. Whilst I am talking about rubbish, it was really disappointing to hear 
about the fly tipping at our Riverside allotment recently which included a mattress. If 
you witness people trying to ruin the lovely environment that we have in Weedon 
take a photo and pass it on to the police, DDC or our Parish Clerk. Don’t put yourself 
into a compromising position though! 

 

I’ve mentioned Facebook a couple of times now. Whilst I absolutely recognise that 
not everyone uses social media or has direct access to the internet, it’s encouraging 
seeing the way that the Weedon Community page is being used by many to share 
information and ask questions. I hasten to add that this page is not in any way asso-
ciated with the Parish Council. I mention this because I think it’s becoming a really 
useful communication point. As ever, we continue to provide information through the 
noticeboards and this newsletter to ensure that everyone has access. 

 

I need to say a big Thank You to Barry Pilkington for the contribution he has made to 
the village over a number of years as he steps down from his position on the Parish  

Continued over 

Canons Ashby 

This April we are looking forward to our Seed Bombs 
activity! We are trying to improve the biodiversity 
here at Canons Ashby to provide a healthy habitat 
for plants and creatures big and small. 

 

You can help us! Make a seed bomb out of our natu-
ral ingredients and throw it as far as you can. These 
wildflower seeds will help our green spaces become 
a more attractive home for plenty of insects, and they 
will look beautiful too. 

 

Join in between 6-18 April, 11-3 pm. Normal admission prices apply to the site, so have 
a go whilst you’re exploring Canons Ashby with the family. 

 

Then don’t forget the Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt happening over bank holiday Easter 
weekend. It can get very busy with families at peak times over Easter so if you want a 
quieter visit try to arrive early or late in the day (but arrive before 3.45 pm if you want to 
do the Cadbury Easter Egg Trail). 

 

Check visitor opening hours, events and find out more about the work that’s going on to 
care for Canons Ashby on our website. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby  
 

What’s on? 

We have plenty of events and activities listed on our website. Here are just a couple of 
highlights. 

Information about visiting, our history, work and projects, and upcoming events can all 

be found on our website www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby  

You can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @CanonsAshbyNT 

6-18 
April 

11-3 pm Seed 
Bombs! 

Make a big muddy seed bomb out of our 
ingredients, take aim and throw it as far as 
you can! You will be helping us create better 
habitats for insects and wild animals to thrive 
here in future. Normal admission prices ap-
ply 

19-22 
April 

10 am–

4 pm 
Cadbury 
Easter Egg 
Hunt 
  

A delicious Cadbury prize awaits at the end 
of our outdoor Easter Hunt. Bring the whole 
family to search high and low for our creature 
clues across the ancient parkland. Then 
don’t forget your tasty reward! 
£3 per trail and normal admission prices ap-
ply 

5 May 4.45 am
– 8 am 
approx.. 

Dawn  
Chorus 
Walk 

Wake up with the feathered friends of  
Canons Ashby at first light. Look and listen 
out for a variety of birds during their dawn 
chorus with an expert guide, before enjoying 
a light breakfast in the Stables tea-room. 
£13 per person. Pre-booking essential. 
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Council. This means that we now have two seats to fill. If you care about what hap-
pens in the village and want to be part of the decision-making process, then please 
get in touch with our Parish Clerk to learn more. You can make more of a difference 
by being part of the Parish Council than commenting on what should be done from 
the sidelines. You may find that this takes less commitment that you think and it’s 
about where you live. 

 

With that I will now close for this edition. Take care and with best wishes 

 

Zoe 

07740 564047 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Wednesday 24th April 2019 

at 7.00 pm  
in the Village Hall, West Street  

 

This meeting is for you, our residents, and is hosted by the  
Parish Council. There are a few formalities we have to go through, 

some village updates and an opportunity to listen to our guest speaker 
and then the floor is yours. It is an informal  

meeting where you can bring to our attention any concerns,  
any good or bad points or matters that you would like to see  

progressed by the Council.  

 

Guest Speakers in attendance: 
Unitary Councils - District Councillor Mr Adam Brown 

 

Also 

Revd Barbara Gallagher,  
Priest-in-charge Weedon, Everdon & Dodford 

 

Weedon Bec Trust 

  

Chairman of the Parish Council  
Sharing what the Council has been doing on your behalf  

  

  
  

Let’s hear from you, residents of our fine village! 
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Bittern   One at Thrapston gravel pits from 1st to 3rd February and one reported from  
Earls Barton gravel pits on 14th March. 
Cattle Egret  One near Wellingborough on 21st February and Stanwick gravel pits on 
1st March. 
Glossy Ibis  A possible overhead between Moulton and Overstone on 16th February. 
Avocet  One at Hollowell reservoir on 14th February. 
Kittiwake  One at Stanford reservoir on 10th March. 
Iceland Gull  One at Stanford reservoir on 17th January, 16th February and 6th and 
14th March. 
Glaucous Gull  One at Stanford reservoir on 16th, 17th and 29th January and 5th Feb. 
Waxwing  3 at Kettering on 16th January, one at East Hunsbury on 25th January and 6 
at Staverton on 26th January. 
Crossbill  Up to 8 at Irchester Country Parkfrom 9th to 24th February, 2 at Yardley 
Chase on 28th February, up to 12 at Wakerley Great Wood from 1st to 4th March, 2 at 
Fineshade Wood on 5th March and 12 at Harlestone Heath on 8th March. 
Lapland Bunting  One in the Brampton Valley near Hanging Houghton from 23rd to 
25th January. 

 

Chris Coe,  01327 340493 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club  
We are a small friendly club that welcomes players of all ages and abilities.  We offer 
four social sessions -including a men’s night and a ladies morning.  The courts are 
available at all times for use by members. Winter membership is now available (we 
have floodlights). The club is currently running coaching courses: 

 

Adults 9.00am Saturday mornings and Juniors – Mondays 4.00 and 5.00pm. 

 

Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis or contact Jo on  
01327 349094/jodickson@btinternet.com   
Website - clubspark.lta.org.uk/NetherHeyfordTennisClub 

HAPPY FEET 
Foot Health Practitioner 

 
 
 

• Corns 
• Hard callused skin 
• Verrucae 
• Ingrown toenails 
• Toenails cut 

 
 
 

For home appointments or an appointment at  
Riverside Court, on the first Wednesday of the month 

 
Call Jorgi on 07842 266575 or email  

jorrusa@hotmail.com 
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Weedon Scout Group 

(In this village since 1949) 
 

 

Urgent help now needed in Beaver, Cub and  
Scout sections 

 

Can you step in to offer a little of your time  
and help keep this village group up and running? 

 

Please Volunteer now 

 

Training provided 

 

Please contact chair:  George Bushell on 07860 169284  
or email george.bushell@sky.com 

EWS KARATE CLUB  
Est 1991 

 
 

Safe, Friendly & Fun 
Children & Adult Classes 

£5 per class 
 

Weedon Scout Hut 
Tuesdays: 5 to 6 pm 

 

Also at 

Bugbrooke Community Centre 
Mondays:  6 to 7 pm 

 

Kislingbury Village Hall 
Wednesdays and Thursdays:  6 to 7 pm 

Sundays: 10 to 11 am 
 

Duston St Lukes Centre 
Saturdays: 10 to 11 am 

 

For more information text Eddie on 07950 260148 

BIRD NOTES 

WEEDON 

This time my regular wintering male Blackcap was last seen on 15th January having 
been present at my garden feeder since late December last year. Although it was not 
seen taking advantage of the feeders except for a one time visit on 8th March, it, or 
what I believe to be it was heard singing from adjacent gardens regularly from 23rd 
February onwards. It seems that these birds that nowadays come into gardens to 
take advantage of the suspended Sunflower seed feeders etc. in the cold months of 
the year are the same ones, in my case at least, that eventually claim territory by 
singing from early spring onwards and then breed locally. Until recently it was as-
sumed that the birds that visit us in winter will migrate to breed elsewhere at the ap-
propriate season. From my observations  over several previous years, this is not the 
case. 
Not a lot else came to my attention in the period, but a Kingfisher was seen along the 
river on 20th January and a Barn Owl was along Wood Way on 16th February. Little 
Egrets (up to 2) and Grey Wagtails continue to be seen regularly and a Goldcrest has 
commenced to sing near my garden from 4th February on. During the cold snap in 
February, one or more of the ever present Red Kites were in the habit of coming 
down to the roof of a property in Upper Weedon to take advantage of scraps put out 
for the birds. 

 

NEARBY 

In January a Merlin was seen between Badby and Catesby on 16th and the regular 
Ravens were reported from Staverton on 24th and 26th and from the Long Buckby 
district came reports of a Barn Owl, 2 Chiffchaffs and a Snipe, all on 24th. In February 
there were Ravens at Staverton on 2nd and 9th and a Peregrine near there on 9th, a 
Barn Owl between Badby and Fawsley on 17th and 2 more near Little Brington on 
21st with a Woodcock and Nuthatches at Nobottle Wood  on the same date a Little 
Egret was in the river valley towards Brockhall on 28th. The Long Buckby area con-
tributed Barn Owl, Little Egret and Snipe, In March, a Raven flew over Daventry Town 
on 1st. 

 

DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK 

JAN. A Yellow-legged Gull on 16th and 22nd, also on 22nd a maximum of 33 Goos-
anders, 6 Snipe, a Green Sandpiper and what was thought to be a Caspian/Herring 
Gull hybrid. 
FEB. A maximum of 18 Goosanders on 11th and 13th, 2 Little Egrets on 20th with 
one on 25th, a Peregrine on 11th, a maximum of 12 Snipe on 20th and 21st, singles 
of Green Sandpiper on 5 dates and Yellow-legged Gulls on 3 dates, 2 Nuthatches on 
25th, a Grey Wagtail regularly and a Buzzard was seen feasting on a dead Great 
Crested Grebe on the shoreline of the reservoir on 15th. 
MAR. There were 16 Snipe on 4th and a Mediterranean Gull on 4th and 7th. 

 

BOROUGH HILL 

The only news was of 2 Ravens on 2nd February. 

 

COUNTY RARITIES 

Certain species, although rare have been present for several months and have al-
ready featured in the previous Newsletter. These include Whooper Swan, Ring-

necked Duck, Pink-footed and White-fronted Goose, Hen Harrier and Great Grey 
Shrike, Great Northern Diver etc. 

Continued over 
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Parish Council Vacancies 

Make a Change, Become a Parish Councillor 

 

Becoming a local councillor can provide you with a genuine opportuni-
ty to have a say on what happens locally and it gives you the chance 
to make a real impact for your community.   

 

As a councillor representing your community you will make it a great place to live 
and work. You will be supported in your role and will be expected to undertake train-
ing.  You should be comfortable working electronically.  You should have a positive 
outlook, a can-do attitude and be willing to work as part of a team. 

 

To stand for the Council, you must: 
• Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a citizen of the Republic of Ireland; or 

be a citizen of another Member State of the European Union 

• Be 18 years or older 
• Be an elector of the community; or in the past 12 months occupied land or other 

premises in the area the local council serves (as owner or tenant); or work in the 
area your local council serves (as your principal or only place of work); or live 
within three miles of the local council boundary. 

 

The Parish Council currently has vacancies and needs some new people to join us 
so please consider becoming a Councillor.  

 

If you are interesting in finding out more, please call/email the Parish Clerk on  
01327 341057/weedonbecpc@btinternet.com or speak to any of the existing  
Councillors. 

NEW WEEDON ART GROUP  
Weedon and District Art Group is a non-profit making group of art enthusiasts who 
run classes to learn and improve our skills and techniques. We welcome all comers, 
all levels from beginners to more advanced. The group is very relaxed and friend-
ly.  You can pick and choose the classes you come to and there are drop-in sessions 
where you can do your own thing and practise skills we have learned in classes.  We 
bring our own lunch and goodies such as cake to share with the group.  Tea and cof-
fee are provided.  If you’ve always wanted to learn how to draw or paint or improve/
practise your skills, why not come along. 10am to 4 pm. Contact us at  
newweedonartgroup@gmail.com. 

 

Upcoming classes: 
April 6th Water based oils or Acrylics. Landscapes     £22.50 

April 27th Untutored session.  Work on own projects. £8  

May 11th Water based oils or Acrylics. Landscapes    £22.50 

June 1st Pastels.  Portraits £22.50 

Please check spaces available before booking. 
 

To find out more information, to join the mailing list and/or register for the session(s) 
that interest you, contact Lesley Smith, Val Richardson or Lesley Fleming 
at  newweedonartgroup@gmail.com 

Top Park/Croft Way  
Playing Field Update  

 

In November 2018, the Parish Council  
applied to Daventry District Council for a grant 

to help fund our rejuvenation plan for  
Top Park/Croft Way Playing Field.  

 

We are delighted that we were successful in 
our application and have been awarded a 

grant of £14,766.  

 

The old wooden fence will be replaced with a modern galvanised steel one (hopefully 
the work will have finished on this, by the time this newsletter is out).   

 

Over the next few months there will also be new seating and play equipment in-
stalled and an all-weather path from the Whettles to the Village Hall and play area 

will be created. Keep an eye on Facebook and Twitter for installation dates.  

 

We would like to thank everyone who helped with our application including: 
The Junior Parish Council 

Piglets Nursery 

Weedon Bec Pre-school 
Weedon Bec Trust  

and everyone who filled in our online questionnaire.   

WEEDON  WOMEN’S 
FUNDRAISING  

 

FASHION SHOW 

 

CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES BY 

ROCK THOSE FROCKS, OF TOWCESTER 
 

7.00 PM THURSDAY 16
TH

 MAY 2019 
CHAPEL SCHOOLROOM 

NEW STREET, WEEDON 

 

TICKETS £7.50 INC GLASS OF WINE / JUICE 

RAFFLE & LUCKY TICKET PRIZE 

 

 

 FOR TICKETS CONTACT 

LINDA COWLEY 01327 341616 

 ISABELLA MASTERS 01327 342141 

ANNE BARNETT 01327 340734 
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 St Peter & St Paul’s Church 

Church Warden:  Sandra Rogers 01327 209435  

 

St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily. You are very welcome to 
come in for quiet prayer or reflection, or just to have a look around. 
There are guide sheets and leaflets available. If you notice any prob-
lems, telephone Sandra Rogers 01327 209435.  
 

From Revd Barbara: 
We celebrated Christmas well in Weedon, and now we have another major festival 
in the Church’s year to enjoy. Easter Day falls on April 21

st
 this year, and we invite 

the village to join in the Church celebrations. Most people enjoy Christmas – who 
wouldn’t like the idea of a new-born, very special, baby? Easter is perhaps a bit 
harder to grasp. 
But Christmas and Easter work together. Christmas shows us that God loves us 
enough to become human, just like us – with all that that involves, both joy and hard-
ship; Easter gives us the hope that God ‘s involvement in our human lives can turn 
even the worst things we experience – even death – into something much better. 
And He loves us enough to be prepared, as Jesus, to suffer and die – and then, 
wonder of wonders, to be resurrected - to show that that can happen. To die for 
someone else to benefit is surely the greatest sacrifice any of us can ever make. So 
do come along this Easter, just as we did at Christmas, to celebrate the love God 
has for us, and the hope He gives us. Details of Good Friday, Easter Saturday 
Messy Church and Easter Day Communion are below. Join the celebration! 
With my very best wishes for a blessed and joyful Eastertide, 
 

Revd Barbara. 
Tel: 01327 340585  

Email: barbarajg@btopenworld.com 

 

New ‘Together 4...’ worship starting in May... 
The worship services will change in May. 
We are starting ‘Together 4...’ at 4 pm on the first Sunday of the month. This is for 
everyone of every age, but will be more informal than our usual services, with activi-
ties to do (older people, we will need you to help the younger people with these), a 
new song to learn, a short time of worship with a Bible story, talk and prayers – and 
the new song – and then tea and cake. The Youth Group will follow on, meeting in 
the Chapter House, from 5 – 6.30 as usual. 

 

The new service schedule in Weedon from May onwards will be as follows: 
1

st
 Sunday:   4.00 pm Together 4.... 

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Sundays: 9.30 am Holy Communion 

4
th
 Sunday:  11 am  3 Parishes Holy Communion rotating round   

     Weedon, Everdon and Dodford 

As always, anyone of any age is welcome at all our services. 
 

April Services 

Sunday 7th    9.30 am Holy Communion  

Sunday 14th   9.30 am Holy Communion for Palm Sunday with palm crosses  

  distributed 

Continued over 

WEEDON WOMEN’S  FASHION SHOW – Thursday 16
th

 May 2019  
Organised by Weedon Women, the Fundraising Fashion Show will take place at the 
Chapel Schoolroom, New Street, Weedon on Thursday 16

th
 May at 7.30 pm (doors 

open at 7.00 pm). Tickets are £7.50 to include a glass of wine or juice.   

 

Rock Those Frocks of Towcester will be showcasing the latest fashion, putting to-
gether outfits which will include Italian tops & trousers, Lily & Me dresses, cropped 
trousers and the upcycled silk collection which are made from recycled saris.  All the 
outfits will be modelled by members of Weedon Women.   

 

This will be an evening not to be missed so get your ticket, come along about 
7.00pm to get a seat, glass of wine and settle down to enjoy the show.  There will 
also be a raffle and Lucky Ticket prize.  For tickets and more information please 
contact Linda Cowley on 01327 341616, Anne Barnett 01327 340734 or Isabella 
Masters on 01327 342141.  We hope to see you there.  

WEEDON VILLAGE HALL  
NEEDS YOU! 

Your Village Hall, a Community asset, is a great 
venue for almost all types of event. It even plays 
host to Dog Clubs who travel from all over the 
country to meet as it is centrally located with 
good road links.  
 

The large hall and annexe facility is served by kitchens, a bar and plenty of parking, 
making it a venue which is utilised nearly every day. Regular users are wood-turners, 
the sewing group, aerobics, slimming club as well as the Weedon Pre-School. It is the 
local polling station and hosts quizzes, wedding receptions, parties, shows and is able 
to provide users with a fully licensed bar!  Just recently Weedon Football Club held a 
superb comedy evening with four really great comedians entertaining the crowd. 

 

There is availability should you wish to hire the hall for your event but book early to 
avoid disappointment. Booking Clerk is Philippa Ruck on 01327 34993 

 

The annexe has recently been fitted out with new LED lighting and a peripheral power 
system incorporating computer points. This will make it a useful venue for IT training 
etc. The annex will be fully redecorated during April. Upgrade work to the main Hall is 
scheduled to follow shortly.  If anyone would like to run basic/intermediate computer 
classes during the morning for people who are less confident with computers or even 
just starting, please let us know. 

 

The Management Committee are all volunteers and work extremely hard on behalf of 
the Village Hall to keep the venue in a safe and useable condition. We would really 
appreciate some help if you can spare a few hours? We have maintenance days on 
Saturday and Sunday 30-31

st
 March and again on April 18

th
. Painting, rubbish collec-

tion, cleaning and equipment checking are amongst the tasks on offer. We would ap-
preciate and help any support you could give. Tea and bacon butties provided!  

 

If interested, please contact Tony Wincott 07702055601 winkers001@gmail.com or 
John Wilshire 01327 341050 jwilshire69@gmail.com 

Visit https://weedonbec-villagehall.btck.co.uk 

Weedon Village Hall Management Committee. Reg. Charity No 304445 
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Sunday 21st     9.30 am   Easter Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th    10.30 am Holy Communion 3 Parishes service at Dodford 

 

DURING HOLY WEEK (April 15
th

- 20
th

) 
Mon – Wed  7pm   Evensong said in Church 

Maundy Thursday 7pm Holy Communion shared at the URC Chapel 
Good Friday  2pm Music and Meditation at the Foot of the Cross 

 

 

May Services 

Sunday 5th   4.00 am Together 4 … Celebrating Spring (see above) 
Sunday 12th    9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 19th    9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 26th 11.00 am Holy Communion 3 Parishes service at Weedon 
 

Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Council meeting  
April 10

th
 7.30pm in the Chapter House. 

These are the meetings at which Churchwardens and the Parochial Church Council 
(not the same as the Parish Council) and other roles in the church, are elected. Anyone 
in the parish is entitled to vote for churchwardens; those on the Church Electoral Roll 
are entitled to vote for other roles. An Annual Report is given about the fabric,   
finances and activities of 2018. All are welcome. 
 

Activities held in the Chapter House: 

Easter Messy Church: April 20
th
 10.30 am – 12.00 noon. Explore Easter through story 

and crafts. Queries to Sandra Rogers 01327 209435 sandravrogers@gmail.com. 
After this meeting Messy Church will become ‘Together 4...’ on Sunday afternoons. 

  

Mothers Union: Meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Tuesday of each month – April 
9

th
 and May 7

th
 - from 2.30 - 4.00 pm.  Enquiries to branch leader Jill Douglas on 01327 

703197.  

  

Like-Minded-Ladies: Meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Thursday in the month 
from 7.30 pm,. Contact Isabella on 01327 342141 for further information. 

  

Men’s Breakfast: Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the Chapter House from 
8.30 am. A hearty breakfast and speaker only £5. Queries to Tony Wincott on 341767 

 

Youth Group, Affiliated with NAYC:  Meet on the 1st Sunday in the month, 5.00 - 6.30 
pm.  For further details contact Liz 01327 342707. 

  

Weedon Cinema Club – meet on the fourth Thursday in the month  (Thursday 25
th
 

April and Thursday 23rd May); doors open 7pm for 7.30 start. For further details contact 
Paul Duck 01327  340124 email: paul@duckjp.plus.com. 

  

 

The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need a small hall for your group or for a 
private party or event, rentals are very competitive and Wifi is also available. Please 
contact  Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more information. 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings. 
Full minutes are available on the website  
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk   
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall  
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda & 
published on the Parish notice board at Jubilee Field or the village website.  

 
 

Items from our February and March meetings 

• A public meeting for the flooding issues in the village was held.  Council has applied 
for a grant to investigate some of the issues ie jetting and CCTV survey from the 
Farthingstone Road/New Street (as far as possible with the grant funding) 

• Resignations.  Joe Dunckley (Feb) and Barry Pilkington (Mar) resigned from the 
Council 

• Grant application from Daventry District Council for replacement fencing around the 
small children’s play area at Croft Way was successful  

• Request for use of Croft Way playing field for the 10k road race on 18th June was 
granted 

• Handyman has been appointed for the village 

• Grants:  Given to WSA and First Responders 

• Post Box.  Confirmed by Royal Mail that, depending on planning consents, the box 
would be moved from the Post Office to the verge outside the car park at Jubilee 
Field, car park entrance end 

• Best Village Competition. Due to changes in the system and winning last year, the 
Council agreed not enter this year but would consider it again next year 

• Proposals for the High Street. Northants County Council has put a few ideas togeth-
er on what could be achieved to try to slow down traffic whilst not stopping it.  These 
ideas include marked parking spaces on the carriageway, tree planting, blocking off 
part of the bus stopping area outside the Wheatsheaf to make further parking and 
forcing the bus to stop on the carriageway (walk way from shelter to bus), moving 
the 30 mph area from the top of the hill to near the Harmans Way junction, weight 
limit, planting and tidying up the site. Council has written to NCC to see how this is 
going to be funded 

• Mound area:  Council is looking at removing the Heras fencing in May, weather and 
grass growing permitting.  Stone pick needs to be undertaken before grass mowing 
can happen 

• Infrastructure Group to hold a meeting and invite those residents interested in the 20 
mph area 

 

 

Planning applications/decisions from Daventry District Council 
 

Appeal:  DA/2018/0044 Land at Manor Farm has gone to appeal  
Application:  DA/2019/0086.  Weedon Post Office.  Change of use of existing post of-
fice and sorting office to form additional living space for attached dwelling. 
Application:  DA/2019/0143.  21 New Street.  Proposed loft conversion with new dor-
mer to rear and rooflights to front. 
Application:  DA/2010159.  38 New Croft. Single storey rear extension 

Application:  DA/2019/0173.  Plume of Feathers.  Illuminated and non-illuminated signs 

Decision:  DA/2019/0032.  14 South Street.  Work to trees in a conservation area. 
Granted If you see a  water leak on footpaths or on the roads, report it to 

Anglian Water on 0800 145 145 
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My name is Lee, I live in Weedon and I am a Community First 
Responder with South Northants Responders. We are  
volunteers for East Midlands Ambulance Service (EMAS) and 
are trained and governed by EMAS. To qualify, we attend  
training to respond to incidents allocated to us. We have to  
re-qualify for Basic Life Support every 3 months and a complete 
re-qualification every 12 months, no exemptions.  

 

We carry basic kit, including a portable defibrillator, oxygen, 
basic first aid kit and items for taking patient observations. The 
aim of the First Responder is to place volunteers within local communities that are able 
to respond to incidents within a short amount of time. For example, Daventry ambu-
lance station is around 9 minutes away, a responder in Weedon can be on scene with-
in a matter of minutes. For cardiac arrest it gives the patient the highest chance of sur-
vival if they can have a defibrillator attached within 4 minutes. Our responders carry all 
the essential kit they need including a portable defibrillator and of course, are trained 
to use the kit solo. 

 

A CFR is not there to stop the clock or replace, the Ambulance service. Patients still 
need this highly trained and skilled service. Responders are always backed up by 
amazing and dedicated crew(s) from the ambulance service. 

 

I am the Responder for Weedon and surrounding areas. My call-sign is in Weedon but 
I normally respond to call-outs within about a 5 mile radius.  Resource dependant, I 
can be called to incidents a lot further out. SNCR have myself in Weedon, a responder 
(Mark) in Nether Heyford and 4 responders in Daventry. Between us the whole area is 
pretty well covered. 

 

SNCR has 42 responders around Northampton, including the centre of Northampton. 
We also have a scheme car. We use this for 2 crew shifts and to buddy with new re-
sponders. Something our scheme introduced was a buddy system. All new responders 
are not thrown in at the deep end. New responders have to buddy with a more experi-
enced responder for around 6 shifts before they are allowed to respond solo. 

 

What do we do? The list is extensive but here are some of the call-outs we respond to; 
cardiac arrest, unconsciousness and collapse, chest pains (eg heart attacks and acute 
angina, breathing difficulties (eg asthma, acute on-set bronchitis/emphysema), diabetic 
emergencies (eg hypoglycemia), fitting or convulsions (eg epilepsy), stroke (CVA), 
anaphylaxis (allergic reaction) and choking. The list does go on. 

 

For all these call-outs, we only get called when we are logged on. Most responders will 
look to log on for a minimum of 4 hrs per week. My average is around 20 hrs per week. 
But for Cardiac Arrests responders are on call 24hrs a day via an app called GOOD-
SAM. This app is used by EMAS and we are tracked on our phones. We respond to 
cardiac arrests within about a mile radius or our tracked location. 

 

We are all volunteers, we do not get paid. We have different reasons for doing this but 
I always look at it this way; Parish councillors, sports coaches, even the community 
litter pick, we all do our bit for the local community and volunteering for EMAS and 
SNCR is what I do to help. The scheme is completely self-funded by donations and 
grant applications. Weedon and Flore Parish Councils were kind enough to donate to 
the scheme meaning, along with the money I raised via clients at work.  

Continued over 
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YATES 

LANDSCAPES 
 

Local family business  
since 1975 

 
 

PATIOS • FENCING    
TURFING 

HEDGE TRIMMING  
PATHS 

GRASS CUTTING  
 TREE PRUNING 

GARDEN CONSTRUCTION 
GENERAL GARDEN  

MAINTENANCE 
 
 
 

HOLLY HOUSE 
CROFT WAY, WEEDON 
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX 

 

Tel:   01327 342599 
 Mob: 07450 243495  

 

FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

I managed to fund a complete kit so the £2500 the kit costs did not have to come from 
the SNCR scheme funds. If you would like to donate to the scheme then look at the 
website www.southnorthantsresponders.co.uk 

 

I am happy to talk further on what we do. For more information email me at 
lee@sncr.co.uk  

 

 

Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at the  

Village Hall, West Street, NN7 4QU,  
commencing at 7.30 pm.   

£2.00 donation per person which in-
cludes tea/coffee and biscuits  

 

10th April 
11th Birthday Party and Beetle Drive 

 

8th May 

‘Sweet Shop Memories’ at talk on 
the history of sweets by Kevin Varty 

 

12th June 

The Underwater World.  A Talk by 
Gareth Meade 

Everyone is very welcome to come 
along  to any event. If you want to find 

out more about us, contact: 
 John Evans on 01327 341526 

or email:  john.evans1@hotmail.com   

Evening Walks   
3rd Tuesday of each month 

 

Meet at 6.30 pm.  Walks last 75 mins,  
approximately  

Important.  If you are joining us on a walk 
please let walk leader  Ralph Porter 
know on 01327 704607 by 5.30 pm   

latest, on the day of the walk. 
 

 

16th April Everdon Stubbs - Bluebells. 
Park:  Car park on Farthingstone/Everdon 

Road (NN11 3BH)  Grade C 

 

21st May Yelvertoft 
Park:  The Moorings Restaurant, Croft 

(NN6 7SQ)  Grade C 

 

18th June Braunston - Wolfhamcote 

Park:  Canal & River Trust car park at 
Braunston Marina (NN11 7JH)  Grade B 

 

Walk Grades 

B: Moderate hills and/or stiles 

C: Gentle hills - no stiles 

Are you wondering when the former Mound area will re-open? Before we 
can take down the barriers we need to cut the grass. Before we can cut 
the grass we need to pick up lots of stones that have come to the surface. 
And that's where we need your help. The Parish Council is organising 2 
stone picking days on 25th April and another date in May (TBC).  
Please come along and help us. It's a win, win situation. This is your chance to be one 
of the first residents to walk on the newly created area, so a great opportunity for 
selfies and you help us get the area opened quicker for the whole village to enjoy.  
 

Bring your gloves and hope to see you there.  Contact Sue Halkett on 01327 341057 
or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com for more information. 

SPEEDING!! 

 

Drive too fast,  
Don’t wait for last, 

Drive way too fast - it’s all about you,  
Tell them, like pigeons, to shoo, 

Your car matters more along with your 
life, 

Forget about that family’s strife, 
You’ve ruined one, what’s another? 

Leave a child without her mother, 
You’ve ruined two, 
What do you do? 

When they try to get the police on you, 
Speeding isn’t a clever idea, 

Especially when kids are near, 
 

Stop the speeding, 
Or you’ll be bleeding, 
If you keep speeding 

You aren’t breathing, 
Carry on speeding 

You’ll being leading 

A horrible prison group. 
 

BY E O’Toole & L Butler 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES?   
We have two allotment sites in the village and occasionally plots  

become available.  
Put your name down on the waiting list by contacting Sue Halkett on 

weedonbecpc@btinternet.com or call   
01327 341057 

RIVERSIDE ALLOTMENTS 

Please keep your dogs on a lead at all times 
in the allotment site.   

Don’t leave your dog’s mess on the site, please 
pick it up and remove from the area.   
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United Reformed Church 

Minister Revd Jay Phelps 

Tel: 01327 340282  Email: jjp57@btinternet.com 

 

 

APRIL SERVICES 

Thursday 4th   7.30 pm Celebration Praise  
Sunday 7th  11.00 am Service  
Sunday 14th   11.00 am Service with Communion 

Thursday 18th   7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Service 

Sunday 21st  11.00 am Easter Day Service 

Sunday 28th  11.00 am Service 

 

 

MAY SERVICES  
Thursday 2nd   7.30 pm Celebration Praise  
Sunday 5th  11.00 am Service 

Sunday 12th  11.00 am Service with Communion 

Sunday 19th   11.00 am Service  
Sunday 26th  11.00 am Service 

 

JUNE SERVICES 

Sunday 2nd   11.00 am Service  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the URC School-
room, New Street at 7.30 pm. On April 4th we welcome our friends the Salvation 
Army Songsters.  May 2nd brings Martin Buckby back by popular demand. Come 
and have a good sing and, at times, a laugh and feel renewed.  You will be most 
welcome. Light refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 

 

 

We hold a drop-in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and bis-
cuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refreshment 
and a chat with old and new friends. The coffee morning is open for everyone.  

 

 

Lent Course. Thursdays, 4th and 11th of April in the Chapel vestry, 7.30 pm.   

 

 

Easter Services start on Thursday 18th April at 7pm with our Maundy Thursday 
Communion Service. The Easter Day service is at 11 am on Sunday 21st April  
 

If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our   
Minister Revd Jay Phelps on 01327 340282 / 07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs 
Margaret Hooper on 01327 340524. Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish to 
hire our Chapel Schoolroom. 
 

The Revd Jay Phelps will be on sabbatical from 26
th
 April until September, but will 

still be seen about the village during this time we are sure. 

Church Street 

The following are our services and activities for  April and 
May. We would love to welcome you, so come and join with 
us at any or all of these services and events. 
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In an emergency, when there is a crime in progress or a life at risk,  
always call 999. 

To report a crime or incident, provide information or for advice, call 101 or visit 
www.northants.police.uk 

To contact your Neighbourhood Team covering Daventry and surrounding  
Villages, use the following email:   

NeighbourhoodTeamDaventry@northants.police.uk 

 

You can also provide confidential information should you wish to 
remain anonymous.  These calls can be made to the Independ-

ent Charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or visit 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

A5 Kilsby to Weedon Roadworks   
Overnight Closures - Weedon to Whilton 

 

Works to Phases 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently programmed to be carried out during the 
times and on the dates listed below.  Please note that this is a 16 week overview and, 

as all of the planned roadworks may be subject to change due to weather conditions or 
unforeseen circumstances, the dates cannot be guaranteed. 

 

Works taking place are clearing vegetation to enable works to ditches, repair & renew 
drains, curbing, etc. with resurfacing works taking place later 

 

 

INITIAL AND MAIN CONSTRUCTION WORKS:   
All work and road closures will take place on week nights  

Monday – Friday from 8.00pm to 6.00am.   

 

Phase 1 - BP service station to Weedon Bec crossroads and  
Phase 2  - Weedon Bec crossroads to the new A5 roundabout.  

March  11 – 15, 18 – 22,  25 – 29 ; April 1 – 4; June 10 – 14 ,17 – 19  

 

Phase 3 - The new A5 roundabout to the  
Heart of The Shires Shopping Village 

April 2 – 5, 8 – 12, 15 – 18, 23 – 25, 29 – 30 and May 1 – 3, 7 – 10, 13 – 17, 20 – 24  

 

Phase 4  - The Heart of The Shires Shopping Village  
to Daventry Road, Whilton. 
May 21

st
 to late June 2019. 

 

Carriageway resurfacing:  8.00pm Friday to 6.00am Monday  
(57 hours weekend closures) 

Phase 1.  June 7 – 9   
Phase 2.  June 14 – 16  

Phase 3.  June 14 – 16 & 21 - 23  

 

During this period all works will be suspended on the following dates: 
Easter Holiday - 18th – 23rd April.   

May Bank Holiday – 6th May. 
Spring Bank Holiday – 24th – 28th May 

  
Works will also be suspended to accommodate: 
      a) The British Grand Prix - 12th – 14th July 

      b) Summer Bank Holiday (including Moto GP event) - 23rd – 27th August. 
 

Further updates will be published as and when available. 
Information from Traffic England via Weedon Bec Parish Council 

Weedon Amateur Dramatic Society (The W.A.D.S.) 

 

I am not sure when the W.A.D.S. were formed but they were very active during the 
1930s, up to the outbreak of World War II. They were organised and run by  Nurse 
Rainer who was the village nurse and midwife, living at 34 South Street. 

 

The W.A.D.S. was popular and performed several shows in Weedon and the sur-
rounding area. Their base was a very large wooden hut in West Street, where No 15 
is now situated. 

 

At the outbreak of World War II, the hut was commandeered by the War Office as 
accommodation for troops. They also built two more huts alongside, in what was then 
Mr Boys’ garden. Another eight or more, along with a brick cookhouse and mess hall 
were erected in what is now Buswell Close. In total, there were some two hundred 
troops housed in these accommodations. They paraded every morning in West 
Street for roll call etc, then marched off to the depot. The brick cookhouse and mess 
hall later became the shoe factory (but that is another story!). 

 

As remembered by Arthur Hart. 

QUIZ TIME  
at the Chapter House 

 

Friday 3rd May  
and   

Friday 4th October 
 

Doors open 7 pm for a 7.30 pm prompt start.  
Six people to a team.   

£7 person which includes a ploughman’s and cake but please bring 
your own drink.  

There will be a raffle and all profit will go to the refurbishment of the 
Church.  

For further details please contact Isabella Masters on 01327 342141. 
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Hello, I am Harry Burr and I am back with another 
canal article.  
 

We also have shut down the website for the JPC 
(which was in progress by me if you didn't know) 
which is a bit of a shame is we would be able to 
upload .PDF files of these articles so you can read 
them anywhere. We are planning to restart the 
website and finish completion by September 2019. 
This month we have 3 questions but very good 
ones. We are going to spend our whole article on 
questions. Let’s get started! 
 

You can buy wood from a passing boat. What 
other trading boats are there? 

There are a lot of different trading boats including 
the famous cheese boat, the gongoozlers (a canal cafe in Braunston), an art 
boat, book boat, tent boat, sweet boat, coffee boat (I could go on!) 
 

Tell me more about Bakewell. Can you explain how she gets turned. In 
fact can you explain how your canal boat gets turned. Does having a but-
ty make the steering difficult? 

Bakewell has made our lives very easier, loads of extra space means me and 
Grace have extra space to use, Dad can get his maintenance done and Mum 
can do her sewing. It gives us extra storage space as and my new room is way 
bigger than my old one. Steering has always been a hassle but has got slightly 
harder, what we normally do when turning is tow Bakewell behind Poshratz, 
there is always someone steering boat but Bakewell (the butty) does not have 
an engine, the person steering is only supporting the steering, it wouldn’t be 
vital. This makes the turning harder because you have an extra 70ft to worry 
about which makes us have to do a 140ft turn when we want to swap! 
 

What is your favorite season on the boat and why? 

Personally I prefer summer, it is better than coming into the boat and it being 
freezing cold and we can save money because we do not have to do fires as 
often. Mum thinks Spring is better because it is just in the middle! 
 

Before I go, I am also working on a canal boat series on Amazon Prime Video 
which will be out by Fall 2020 (A long wait but worth it!) More details on that 
when I get started on recording! I hoped you enjoyed this article and I will talk 
to you in the next one! 
 


