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WEEDON BEC NEWS   
If anyone wishes to place an article for their group’s activities please give the Parish 
Clerk, Sue Halkett, a ring on 01327 341057 or email weedonbecpc@btinternet.com. 
Business rates for advertising are £25 per quarter page advert. Space is limited and 
will be given on a first come first served basis. 
The next newsletter will be distributed in June 2018. Deadline for copy:  
15th May, 2018.  

Published by Weedon Bec Parish Council, contact Sue Halkett 01327 341057 
for more information. 

The inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the  
Parish Council and any views expressed in the newsletter are not  

necessarily those of the Parish Council  

Parish Council meeting dates  
 

April 3rd,     May 1st,    June 5th,    July 3rd 

 

Meetings are held in the Village Hall Annexe commencing 
at 7.30 pm unless the agenda states otherwise 

 

Annual Parish Meeting—25th April, Village Hall commencing at 7 pm 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman:   Mrs Zoe O’Toole  07740 564047/  
    zoecgray@hotmail.com 
Councillors:  
 
 Mr George Atkinson Ms Sue Butler  Mr Tony Crease  
 Ms Libby Hart   Mr Austin Havell  Mr Stuart Jacks 
 Mr Jim Mantz   Mr Kevin Perry  Mr Barry Pilkington  
  Mrs Ann Ranshaw   Mrs Fiona Thomas 
 

All Councillors are contactable through the Clerk 
 

Clerk:   Mrs Susan Halkett,  
16, St Mary’s Way, Weedon, NN7 4QL 

Tel: 01327 341057  Email: weedonbecpc@btinternet.com 
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk 

 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL 

You can now keep up to date with the latest news and  
information from Weedon Bec Parish Council via our  

website, use the QR Code for easy access or 
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk 

 facebook.com/weedonbecpc 
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This photograph of the narrow boat Benjamin was given to the History Society by Gary 
Schaeffer of Popperfoto. He believed it to have been taken near Weedon around 
1900. 

 

The Archivist at the National Waterways Museum, Gloucester, provided the infor-
mation that it was a wooden horse drawn boat built c1896 for John Franks who had a 
number of boats and was based in Walsall, Oldbury and Long Buckby. 
He lived on board Benjamin at one point and may have been from a long running 
boating family as there was a John Franks owning boats in Oldbury in the 1830s. 
Benjamin was 'gauged' on the Birmingham Canal Navigations on the 23

rd
 July 1896 

and on the Grand Junction (now renamed the Grand Union) 16
th
 September 1896. It 

was later 'gauged' on the Oxford Canal on the 16
th
 September 1906, at which time 

John Franks was living on board. In 1924 the boat was sold to L B Faulkner of  
Leighton Buzzard. 

 

Weedon Bec History Society. 

IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT INFORMATION 

We are con	nually reviewing the amount of nursing and GP 	me offered to meet 

pa	ents’ requests for appointments.  On occasions pa	ents fail to a�end their ap-

pointments and we ask that you cancel appointments that you no longer require to 

enable us to offer them to someone else.   

 

The most recent a�endance results are as follows:- 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE CANCELLED BY CONTACTING RECEPTION OR THROUGH  

SYSTMONLINE ON-LINE SERVICES.  THANK YOU.   

1st December 17—28 February 18 Patients Attending 

GPs 98% 

Nurses 96% 

Partners:  Dr AP Akram, Dr D R Geatch. Dr S E T Harper, Dr J H W Hill 
Dr G E Robson, Dr J  Robson, Dr M M Rookledge, Dr A Schofield 

Please advise reception of your email address if you wish to receive our  
Newsletters electronically. 

GREENS NORTON MEDICAL CENTRE PATIENT  

PARTICPATION PANEL 
The Pa	ent Par	cipa	on Panel support and express opinions about courses of ac	on 

taken within the prac	ce, always trying to reflect what they see as the best interests 

of the pa	ents. 

 

The Panel consists of ten members and meets four to five 	me a year.  At present 

there is one vacancy, but at the Annual General Mee	ng, scheduled for late July, 

some of the current panel members will have completed their three year term.  This 

means that if they wish to con	nue they will have to stand for re-elec	on against 

anyone also wishing to stand.   

 

If you are interested in standing to join the panel, please contact Tony Edwards  

(PPP member) by email dayncourt@msn.com or telephone 01327 860115 and he 

will forward your details to the Greens Norton Medical Centre Pa	ent Par	cipa	on 

Panel Chair and the Prac	ce Manager.  He will also try to answer any queries that 

you may have. 

 

Interested par	es may be invited to observe a Pa	ent Par	cipa	on Panel mee	ng to 

see what goes on.  

Tony Edwards 

(Pa	ent Par	cipa	on Panel Member) 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
Dear All 
Checking the calendar as I write this, think I am ok to wish you a Happy East-
er and the return of Spring. Hopefully by the time you read this we will finally 
be done with the snow for this winter! 
A lot has happened since the last edition, it amazes me the breadth of matters that the 
Parish Council (PC) gets involved with and because we have a great group of council-
lors, there is a lot of divide and conquer to cover everything. We also have the support 
of many people outside of the main PC without whom many things just wouldn’t get 
done.           Continued over 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We are sorry to have to say goodbye to our Health Care Assistant Jan Atkinson who will 

be re	ring from the Greens Norton Medical Centre at the end of March.  We would like 

to thank Jan for all her hard work and wish her a happy re	rement.  

 

EASTER AND MAY BANK HOLIDAYS OPENING HOURS 

Day   Time 

Thursday 29
th
 March  Normal Hours    

Friday 30
th

 March   CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

Monday 2
nd

  April   CLOSED (Bank Holiday)    

Tuesday 3
rd
  April   Normal Hours 

Friday 5
th
 May  Normal Hours 

Monday 7
th

  May  CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

Tuesday 8
th
  May  Normal Hours 

Friday 25
th
 May   Normal Hours 

Monday 28
th 

May  CLOSED (Bank Holiday) 

   Tuesday 29
th
 May  Normal Hours 

 

Prescrip0ons 

Please order your repeat prescrip0ons in advance of the Easter Period and May Bank 

Holidays and allow plenty of 0me for your prescrip0on to be processed. 
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SPRING 2018 

The big ticket items to pick up on for this newsletter are; conservation areas, what next 
with the new space we have at Jubilee Field, and the Annual Parish Meeting. 

  

Before I expand on these points, a few other updates including the Best Village Com-
petition submission which is now in, hoping to build on the great result of last year and 
maybe even equal our Best Village Award of 2015. We are planning to hold an envi-
ronmental event soon with a number of stalls including information about the changes 
to the bin collections later this year. It was disappointing, though not unexpected, to 
see the increase in our Council Tax bills this year and so I hope that the significant  
decrease in the Weedon Bec element from last year has helped a little.  
 

You will no doubt have seen that the area formerly known as the Mound remains un-
seeded and closed off. This is purely a reflection of the inclement weather we’ve had 
over the past months. Once the area dries up, seeding will be undertaken. A few peo-
ple have noted the rather big puddle that has taken residence. We will need to look at 
drainage going forward but have been advised that the ground needs to be stabilised. 
with the grass grown, before this can be addressed. This is not a problem caused by 
removing the Mound. rather related to the drainage issues Jubilee Field has suffered 
from over the years. 

 

So, this bring us to looking forward; the survey is now available for all Weedon house-
holds to give their views on how we should maximise the use of Jubilee Field. The  
survey is online however, if you would prefer a paper copy, then please contact our 
Parish Clerk Sue 07327 341057, who will happy to assist. It’s really important for us 
(and you!) to have as many people as possible completing the survey. We have also 
been in talks with both Weedon Sports Association and the Football Club to ensure 
that we are working to support our keen footballers and we will be speaking to nearby 
residents as well. Ultimately, we want to maximise the usage of our open spaces in 
Weedon. 

 

The recommendation to create conservation areas in Weedon was presented to the 
District Council’s Strategy Meeting recently. There was a significantly high number of 
residents who expressed their views to them and the majority of these views were not 
supportive of this initiative. District Councillors and residents attended the meeting and 
voiced additional concerns. It was good to hear that the decision was made not to pro-
ceed at this time and that more work was required before further consideration. There 
is a more detailed article for you to read in this newsletter, I just wanted to thank those 
people who have put time and energy into this to date. 

 

 

And finally, to the Annual Parish Meeting (25th April). This is not a Council Meeting, it’s 
a review of the year for the village and there will be a number of people talking at the 
meeting from around the village and beyond, which should make for a really interesting 
event. This includes an update on the Depot Visitor Centre, the Junior Parish Council, 
the Daventry Development Link Road, and updates from a number of the organisations 
in our community. There will be the usual Chairman’s address, financial summary and 
time for residents to ask questions. Please do come to the meeting and hear about 
what has been going on.   

 

Hope to meet some of you at the Parish Meeting and maybe, looking ahead, you will 
be encouraged to become part of the WBPC! 
 

Best Wishes 

Zoe 

SURGERY CLOSURE FOR STAFF TRAINING 2018 

Both Greens Norton Medical Centre and Weedon Surgery will be closed on the follow-

ing Wednesday a@ernoons for staff training.  The surgeries will close at 12.30pm and  

re-open again the following morning.    

Wednesday 18th April 

Wednesday 16th May 

Wednesday 13th June 

 

There will be no extended hours surgeries at Greens Norton or Weedon  

when we are closed for staff training. 

For urgent medical problems that cannot wait un	l we re-open, please telephone the 

NHS Out-of-hours service on 111 
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Gearing up for major bin collection changes this summer 
 

People living in Daventry District are encouraged to find out more about major chang-
es to their waste and recycling collections launching this summer. The new 123+ 
waste and recycling collection service will start in June 2018, delivered by Daventry 
Norse, a new joint venture between Daventry District Council (DDC) and Norse Com-
mercial Services Ltd. 
 

From June 2018 households in Daventry District will receive: 
1 weekly food waste collection 

2 weekly mixed recycling collection in a new blue-lidded wheelie bin 

3 weekly general waste black bin collection 

+ Plus an optional 2-weekly garden waste service for an annual fee of £35 a year. 
 

The changes are being introduced as Daventry District cannot afford to carry on with 
its current waste and recycling service, both environmentally and financially. Chang-
ing black bin collections from fortnightly to three-weekly will help encourage more 
recycling and reduce the money spent on treating and disposing of rubbish. 
It is likely that collection days will change from June 2018 in order to introduce the 
new service arrangements across the District. Further details will be provided to all 
households nearer to the time, including an information pack and new calendar. 
 

A series of public awareness exhibitions and roadshows are also being planned to 
take place across the district this Spring.   
 

It is hoped that they will be at the planned Environment Open afternoon (hosted by 
the Parish Council) on Saturday 5th May, in the Village Hall Annexe, from 1.30 to  
4 pm. 
 

Further information on the new service is being issued to homes as part of the  
Council’s spring Daventry Calling residents’ magazine and people can also learn 
more about the changes, including a series of FAQs, on the Council’s website at  
daventrydc.gov.uk/binchanges. 

FLORE ARTS EVENTS 

Flore Arts Events is an informal organisation run by a volunteer group of Flore resi-
dents with a common interest in promoting the arts. Since May 2016 it has hosted a 
range of (mostly) musical events from early music to jazz and folk – not to mention 
poetry evenings and a silent movie night. Proceeds from the events go to charitable 
causes; it have already been able to donate more than £10,000 to local charities. 

Tickets are now on sale for the next two contrasting events. 

 

BEN HOLDER JAZZ TRIO:  We are really excited about this one: we’re anticipat-
ing a sparkling evening of wild playing from the Ben Holder Trio, fronted by jazz fid-
dler extraordinaire Ben Holder himself. “An experience you won’t forget” (The Jazz-
man) and “Get your feet tapping and your jaw dropping at the speed of his fin-
gers” (Jazz on Tap)… just two of the great reviews you can find for this energetic 
group.   

Ben’s Trio will be completed by wonderful support from Jez Cook on guitar and Paul 
Jefferies on double bass. This will definitely be an unforgettable evening! 

Flore Millennium Hall: Saturday 21
st
 April; 7.30pm. Doors open 7pm. Licensed bar. 

Tickets: £12.50 (£5 under 18s); call Rosemary Read (between 9am and 8pm) on 
01327 341026.  Proceeds to Flore Millennium Hall Fund. 

 

FIORI MUSICALI:  A return for one of the area’s best-loved early music ensem-
bles. Fiori Musicali will be entertaining us with an evening of sparkling music for    
soprano and strings featuring the coloratura talents of locally-based singer Judit   
Felszeghy. The programme will include works by Vivaldi and Handel, among them 
Handel’s famous “Largo”, much used in films. 

Fiori Musicali was founded in Northants in 1983 and has established a reputation for 
a committed but sensitive and emotional approach to early Music. Fiori has per-
formed in a wide range of ancient venues across Europe and has released a number 
of acclaimed recordings.   

So come along and enjoy beautiful, elegantly played music in a wonderful setting. All 
Saints Church, Flore, Saturday June 2

nd
, 7.30pm. Tickets £20 (£5 under 18s); call 

Rosemary Read (between 9am and 8pm) on 01327 341026.  

 

MORE 2018 DIARY DATES:  The Organisation has pretty much inked in the rest 
of the year’s events for your calendar, including some return visits from artists who 
have entertained us previously. Watch out for more news on: 

June 23
rd
 – Music for a Summer’s Evening: ‘cellist James Jarvis, tenor Peter Philps 

and pianist Helen Rouse. Russell House, Spring Lane, Flore. 

July 22
nd
 – Jazz in the Garden (Rock Springs, Sutton St, Flore). A return for the live-

ly Jazz Sans Frontières. We’re due some good weather this year! 

September 8
th
 – Vocalium in partnership with Flore Boards: Tudor and contemporary 

sacred and secular choral music in a mixed programme of Words and Music. All 
Saints, Flore. 

October 6
th
 – Silent Movie Night: organist Vincent Byrne back by popular demand: 

All Saints. 

November 17
th
 – Budapest Café Orchestra: varied and lively music inspired by the 

Eastern European gypsy tradition. All Saints. 

 

You can keep an eye out for updates on the website www.FloreArtsEvents.com and 
its Facebook page. We’ll also be providing more information in future editions of the 
Weedon News. We hope to see you soon! 
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YATES 

LANDSCAPES 
 

Local family business  
since 1975 

 
PATIOS • FENCING    

TURFING 

 

HEDGE TRIMMING  PATHS 

 

GRASS CUTTING  
 

 TREE PRUNING 

 

GARDEN CONSTRUCTION 

 

GENERAL GARDEN  
 

MAINTENANCE 
 

HOLLY HOUSE 
CROFT WAY, WEEDON 
NORTHANTS, NN7 4QX 

 

Tel:   01327 342599 
 Mob: 07450 243495  

FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

INFORMATION BOX   
 

Remember, if you have any 
up to date flyers you can also 
place them in the red phone 
box on West Street. This is 
widely used and we try to 

keep it up to date. 

HAPPY 
FEET 

 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

• Corns 
• Hard callused skin 
• Verrucae 
• Ingrown toenails 
• Toenails cut 
 
For home appointments  
or an appointment at  
Riverside Court, on the 
first Wednesday of the 

month 
 

Call Jorgi on 07842 266575  
or email  

jorrusa@hotmail.com 

Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Wednesday 25th April 2018 

at 7.00 pm  
in the Village Hall, West Street  

 

This meeting is for you, our residents, and is hosted by the  
Parish Council. There are a few formalities we have to go through,  

some village updates and an opportunity to listen to our  
guest speaker and then the floor is yours.  

It is an informal meeting where you can bring to our attention any  
concerns, any good or bad points or matters that you would  

like to see progressed by the Council.  
 

Guest Speakers : 
Representatives from: 
Depot Visitor Centre 

Junior Parish Council 
Daventry Development Link Road (Bypass) 
WWI Commemoration for Weedon Bec. 

 

Also 

Local Groups:  Weedon Football Club 

Weedon Bec Pocket Park Committee 

Weedon Bec Trust 
Community Orchard 

  

Chairman of the Parish Council  
Sharing what the Council has been doing on your behalf  

  
Let’s hear from you, residents of our fine village! 

  

Follow us on Twitter  

 

The Parish Council 
now has a Twitter 
page. Find us 

@weedonbecpc  

If you see a  
water leak on 
footpaths or on 
the roads,  
report it to 

Anglian Water  
0800 145 145 

 

 

 

 

 

You said speeding is a priority for  
Daventry district.  What we did:   
The below captures speed enforcement 
operations, in Weedon, held during Janu-
ary 2018  
 

Location:   High Street, Weedon,  
  Northern field gateway  
  opposite Harmans Way  
  facing west 
 

Date:   15/01/18 

 

No of  
speeding 

Offences: 22 

Book Exchange  
Throughout the Spring  
and Summer, we are  
running a Book Exchange in the 
old red telephone box on West 
Street.  
The Book Exchange is free to 
use and will work on an honesty 
system, so when you take a book 
out, please  
replace it. If you have any books 
you would like to donate to the 

Book Ex-
change to start 
us off, please 
contact Sue 
Halkett on 
341057. 
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St Augustine,  
28 London Road,  

Daventry 

Times of Mass 

Monday to Friday 9.15 am  
Saturday 5.00 pm  
Sunday 10.30 am 

Holy Days:  9.15 am and 8.00 pm 

Holy Hour in Damien Chapel: Tuesdays 7.30 pm 

Parish Priest:    
Rev Dr James Cassidy Tel: 01327 300248 

ROMAN  
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

HUMAN ENERGY 
RUNNING CLUB 

WEEDON 

We are a friendly  
running club looking 
for new members to 

run with us. We run on 
Tuesday nights at 
around 6 pm.   

Everyone is welcome 
and we have different 
groups so you can run 

at your pace.   
If you want to get fit 
please come and join 

us!   
For further details 
please contact:   

Paul 01327 705187 
(after 6pm),  

Phil 01604 830871 or 
Will 07876 647973.  
or visit our Facebook 

page  
@HumanEnergy 

Weedon  

In an emergency, when 
there is a crime in progress 

or a life at risk,  
always call 999. 

 

To report a crime or incident, provide 
information or for advice, call 101 or visit 

www.northants.police.uk 

 

To contact your Neighbourhood Team 
covering Daventry and surrounding  
Villages, use the following email:   
NeighbourhoodTeamDavent-

ry@northants.police.uk 

 

You can also provide confidential infor-
mation should you wish to remain anon-
ymous.  These calls can be made to the 
Independent Charity Crimestoppers on  

0800 555 111 or visit 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

Village groups:  Why don’t you have a stall 
over the weekend? It could be your chance to 
do some fundraising for your own group.  No 
charge for village organisations or charity 
stalls. Please contact Andy 07540 461514 for 
a form (must be completed for planning pur-
poses).   
 

This event is for you: for all our Residents of Weedon. We hope there will be some-
thing for everyone – so save the date and come along and enjoy the event. Why not 
get the family or friends together and make a weekend of it?  
 

Please support us: Hosting an event like this doesn’t come cheap (almost £11,000 
last year) so we will have donation buckets in place.  Spare change adds up so 
please do drop it in the bucket!   It helps towards funding the event and revenue to 
help village groups.    
 

Who have WSA helped: Several village groups have benefitted from funds from the 
Weekender proceeds:  Weedon Bec Pre School, St Peter and Paul Church, Weedon 
Bec Junior Football, United Reformed Church, Weedon School, Riverside Court – 
Senior Citizens Club, Weedon Village Hall, Weedon Bec Parish Council. 
 

How else can you help support us?  Why not join the 400 Club.  Just £5 per month for 
a chance to win £200 in the monthly draw. Contact John Wilshire if you would like to 
join on 341050 or download a form from our website under ‘Raising Funds for WSA.  
 

Further information will be shared as the planning takes shape, please watch out for 
further adverts, on Facebook, or on the WSA website for more information. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Great British Weedon Weekender  

Weedon Cinema Weedon Cinema Weedon Cinema Weedon Cinema     

for everyone 

 

Weedon Cinema  
is held in the Chapter House,  

Church St,  
on the fourth  

Thursday of each month.  
 

Doors open at 7pm.   
 

Donations gratefully accepted.  
 

As well as an entertaining film, this is an 
opportunity to meet up with friends  

for an evening out.  
For details of films contact Paul Duck 
01327 340124 or 07790 852 681  
or email paul@duckjp.plus.com 
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What next for Jubilee Field and the open recreational spaces in  
Weedon Bec?  
Now that the Mound has gone, it’s time to start planning for the future. Lots 
of villagers are passionate about the Jubilee Field and have ideas of what 
they would like to see and not see on it. The Parish Council really need to 
know what you think, so we have created a questionnaire to capture your suggestions 
and preferences.   

 

You can find the survey by typing in the following url https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KLB6WJR, or using this QR code  

 

There is also a link on the Village website www.weedonbec-

villag.co.uk, Facebook and Twitter page. If you would prefer to  
complete a paper copy of the questionnaire, please contact Sue  
Halkett on 01327 341057.  The closing date for completing the  
questionnaire is 30th April 2018.  

 

Please help us by completing this survey and having your say in developing the  
recreational spaces for the future.  

 

If you would like to see and hear the results, the Parish Council is hosting an open day 
on May 19

th
 in the Village Hall Annex. More information about the day will be posted 

on notice boards and online nearer the time.  

 

2018 Theme – ‘The Best of British!’ 
The WSA is again hosting your FREE community event, with a ‘Best Of British’ theme 
over the August Bank Holiday Weekend 2018. Here is a little more detail….     

 

Saturday 25th   
Village Fete starts at 2pm through till 5.30pm  
Great attractions  Major attraction to be announced soon!  
Lots of great stalls   Cookery Display, Bottle tombola, Ice Cream Van  ‘British’ themed 
stand, Book stall, Teas & Cakes, Bar and BBQ, Live music ,Craft Displays, Children’s 
Writing Competition, ‘Meet The Author’ stand 

Saturday evening     
Watch out for details of the band line up that will have you dancing into the night                                

 

Sunday 26
th
       

Combined Church Service at 11.00am followed by entertainment, Family Fun Day   
Side Stalls and games, Teas and Cakes, Fun Dog Show – register from 2pm, BINGO 
for fun, Kids Tombola, Bar, BBQ, Live Music in afternoon 

Sunday evening     
Grand Raffle Draw  -  7pm,   Evening major band attraction!    Grand Finale Fireworks          
 

Please look out more details by visiting website:   www.weedonsa.btck.co.uk 

Or LIKE Weedon Sports Association on Facebook @weedonsportsassociation  
 

Raffle: we were really very grateful for such fantastic support from our local 
businesses last year – thank you so much. We plan to host a raffle again this year 
and will be door knocking to ask if anyone can help again this year. Raffle ticket 
books will drop through your door with the next Village News. A superb 1

st
 Prize 

planned! 
 

Volunteers: if you would like to help get in touch.  You will be made very welcome, it 
will be lots of fun and a great opportunity to get to know people. So why not join 
us?     Please ring Andy on 07540 461514 or Neil 07565 478833 or email 
weedonsa@aol.co.uk to find out more. Friday setting up and Monday pack down   
 

Budding Chefs: the BBQ will be alight for quite a few hours and we will need some 
extra pairs of hands. If you fancy donning a pinnie and helping let us know! Please 
contact us if you can spare a couple of hours 

 

Bottles or Kids stuff going spare? .... to fill up our Tombolas?  We are asking early to 
see if you can help. Please give John Wilshire a shout on 341050 and we can collect. 
  

Book Stall: Do you have any books or DVDs going begging – Please give Nigel Perry 
a ring on 07999 432273 & we can arrange to collect.     

           Continued over 

Save the dates…… 

Get your Family 

and Friends  

together… 

and enjoy…..  

Do you have one of the following medical conditions?  
If so, your doctor can perhaps do something to help improve your wellbeing by refer-

ring you to Reach For Health. 
 

Heart Conditions, Asthma, C.O.P.D.,  
Stable Angina, Stress, Stroke, Cancer, M.S.,  

Lupus (SLE), Brain Injury, Back or Neck Pain, Anxiety,  
Joint Replacement, Weight Problems, Arthritis, Poor Mobility, Depression 

 

Reach for Health is a unique centre focused on helping people recovering from trau-
matic health events or living with chronic life-long illness. We will contact you once we 
receive your referral for you to drop in for a chat and to have a look around, or you can 
contact us directly.  We also cater for those wishing to build and maintain a healthy 

lifestyle, all with specialist guidance 

 

Reach For Health is open to everyone, offering a unique and friendly environment for 
people to exercise, encouraging individual wellbeing.  

 

Support Groups include Parkinsons, C.O.P.D, Stroke Rehabilitation, Acupuncture,  
Nutrition Advice, Exercise classes including Pilates, Tai Chi, Belly Dancing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16-18 High March, Daventry, Northants, NN11 4HB 

01327 871118  www.reachforhealth.co.uk  info@reachforhealth.co.uk   Charity Number – 1138302  
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 St Peter & St Paul’s Church 

Church Warden:  Sandra Rogers 01327 209435  
 

St Peter & St Paul’s Church is open daily. You are very  
welcome to come in for quiet prayer or reflection, or just to 
have a look around. There are guide sheets and leaflets 
available. If you notice any problems, telephone Sandra 
Rogers 01327 209435.  

April Services 

Sunday 1st    9.30 am Easter Day Holy Communion & baptism,  
     Archdeacon Richard Ormston 

Sunday 8th     9.30 am Holy Communion, Rev Viv Baldwin 

*Thursday 12th 10.00 am Holy Communion (or Morning Prayers if no vicar) 
Sunday 15th     9.30 am Family Service Rev Becky Wills 

Sunday 22nd   9.30 am Holy Communion, Rev Viv Baldwin 

*Thursday 26th 10.00 am Holy Communion (or Morning Prayers if no vicar) 
Sunday 29th  10.30 pm Benefice service at Dodford (Canon Ann Slater) 

 

May Services 

Sunday 6th    9.30 am Holy Communion, (Priest TBC) 
Thursday 10th 10.00 am Ascension Day Service (Priest TBC) 
+Sunday 13th 11.00 am Holy Communion (Priest TBC) 
Sunday 20th    9.30 am Pentecost.  Family Service Rev Becky Wills 

*Thursday 24th 10.00 am Holy Communion (or Morning Prayers if no vicar) 
Sunday 27th  10.30 am Benefice service at Everdon (Priest TBC) 

 

*  Please contact Sandra Rogers 01327 209435 to check on these services 

+ The 2nd Sunday in the month will now be held at 11.00am (for any baptisms to be 
held at this time). Refreshments are served after each service, do stay and join us.  
 

If you have any queries regarding baptisms or weddings please contact the Church 
Warden on 01327 209435.   

 

Regular Group Activities held in the Chapter House: 

 

Coffee Morning: 2nd Saturday in the month 10.00 - 12.00 noon.  Items for sale 
(proceeds to charity).  

 

Weedon Bec Church Youth Group:  1st Sunday in the month, 5.00 - 6.30 pm.  
Open to young people of secondary school age. Affiliated with the Northamptonshire 
Association of Youth Clubs (NAYC). Due to Easter day, April’s meeting will be on 
Sunday 15

th
 April, with Rev Becky Wills.  May meeting will be on the 6th. Do come 

along and enjoy, a chance to relax. Queries or more information from Liz 01327 
342707 (liz.pearson1@outlook.com. 

 

Messy Church: Usually held on the 3rd Saturday in the month 10.30 am – 12.00 
noon., Fun and games, lunch included, for the whole family. (Please do not leave 
your child without an adult– we are not covered by insurance). Themes: 14th April 
(this month only on 2nd Saturday - Giving. 19th May - Global family - harmony 
across the world. During these sessions our Diocesan children’s Missioner, Rev 
Becky Wills is coming to help - look for particularly lively sessions! Queries to San-
dra Rogers 01327 209435 sandravrogers@gmail.com. 

 

Nether Heyford  
Tennis Club 

 

“Open Day” 

 

Sunday 8
th
 April 

10.00am – 2.00pm 

 

Interested in playing 
tennis?   

Please come along and 
see what our club has 

to offer. 
 

We are a small friendly 
club offering tennis for 
all abilities and ages.   
Coaching and league 
match-play is available 
as well as many club 
social sessions. 

 

For more information 
please find us on  
Facebook or phone  

Jo 349094 

An update from the 2018 Best Village Competition Group 

Following our fantastic third place in Northamptonshire Best Village  
Competition 2017, the Parish Council and several village residents are  
co-ordinating this year’s entry. The competition is judged on community in-
volvement, initiative and pride. The competition entry is split into two parts – a written 
entry form and the judges visit. We have just submitted the form and now we are pre-
paring for the visit in May/June.    

As our group talked to residents and collected all the information about our village,  
we were constantly reminded how much Weedon delivers to us all. Did you know that, 
over the last 12 months, there have been over 100 classes and activities held in our 
village? These range from daily and weekly classes to monthly and yearly activities. 
New classes have started up and now sit alongside groups that have been running for 
20+ years. There is something for everyone in Weedon from the youngest to the  
oldest residents.  

The judges like to hear from local residents so if you could help out or come along to 
the judging day, please contact Sue Halkett on weedonbecpc@btinernet.com or call 
01327 341057. 
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Continued 

Little Lambs: 10.30 am till 12 noon, weekly on Thursdays. 
Mums and preschool children/babies. Come and make new 
friends: Music and play – informal. Enquiries Sandra Rogers on 
209435,  sandravrogers@gmail.com. 
 

Bell ringers:  Wednesday evenings from 7.45 pm. The bells are also rung for 
Sunday services, weddings and other important events. Training is given. Further de-
tails from Brian Foley (Tower Captain) on 01327 341215. 
 

Mothers Union: Usually meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month from 2.30 - 4.00 pm.  Tuesday 12th April - Lady Day service in the church and 
Tuesday 8th May - Mystery Tour.  Enquiries to branch leader Gill Douglas on 01327 
703197.  
 

Like-Minded-Ladies: Meet in the Chapter House on the 2nd Thursday in the 
month from 7.30 pm, Further details from Isabella Masters 01327 342141.   

 

Men’s Breakfast: Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the Chapter House 
from 8.30 am. A hearty breakfast and speaker only £5. Queries to Tony Wincott on 
341767.   
 

Weedon Cinema .  Held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Doors open 7.00 pm, 
start time 7.30 pm.  Donations gratefully accepted.  Tea and coffee available.  Contact 
Paul Duck on 01327 340124 for further details. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT. FRIDAY 6th APRIL. A good night out with a ploughman’s supper 
included. 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start. Please bring your own drinks. Teams of up to 6 
people at £6.50 per person to enter. If you would like to either enter a team or join 
one, please contact Isabella Masters 01327 342141. 

 

AFTERNOON TEAS (not during the winter months) on the last Sunday of the 
month 3.00 -5.00pm. Starting from Sunday 29

th
 April.  Proceeds from this and the quiz 

go to charity. 
 

For details about any of these events, unless otherwise directed, please ring the 
Church Warden (01327 209435). The Chapter House is available for hire. If you need 
a small hall for your group or for a private party or event, rentals are very competitive 
and Wifi is also available. Please contact  Sheila Troath 01327 341642 for more infor-
mation and availability. 

WEEDON BEC PARISH COUNCIL— Notes from recent meetings. 
Full minutes are available on the website www.weedonbec-

village.co.uk  or read in the Post Office. 
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall  
Annexe, starting at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated on the agenda & 
published on the Parish notice boards outside the Post Office and at Jubilee Field.  

 
 
 
 

Items from our February and March meetings: 

February 

WWI Commemorations.  Working group looking at arranging a commemorative day for 
the 100 year anniversary of the end of WWI on 11th November. 

Walks leaflets.  Four walks are being re-written and will be published shortly.  New 
walks to be added in conjunction with other parishes. 

Community Litter Pick.  Agreed to do one again this year, likely to be in June, date to 
be confirmed. 

Councillor Attendance at meetings.  It was agreed to publish the summoned and at-
tended meetings in the minutes of every meeting. 

 

March 

Presentation by the Police regarding a shared PCSO for the village was given. Council 
to discuss at meeting in April. 

Daventry Development Link Road (bypass). Agreed to set up a working group, along-
side Flore and Upper Heyford Parish Councils, to see about allowing people access to 
the road, as a community day, ahead of its official opening (dates TBC). 

Weekender.  Agreed to the use of Jubilee field for the annual Weekender on August 
bank holiday weekend. 

 

Planning Applications considered and Decisions confirmed by District Council 
Applications:   
DA/2017/1233  Sandretto Building, Cavalry Hill Industrial Park. Installation of por-
takabin to be sited on top of existing portakabin building to be used for office/storage 

DA/2017/0672 (Amended) 1C, Bridge Street, Conversion and extension of building 
to dwelling 

DA/2018/0044  Land at Manor Farm.  Construction of four detached dwellings. 
DA/2017/1034.  Home Farm House, 70 Queen Street.  Listed Building Consent for 
demolition and replacement of lean-to brick addition extension on north elevation with 
new brick and slate lean-to. 

Decisions 

DA/2017/1138  59 Queen Street. Construction of two storey side extension and 
new front porch.  GRANTED 

DA/2017/1166  Building 90 Royal Ordnance Depot, Bridge Street. Change of use 
of building to visitor centre (Use Class D1) to include replacement of existing external 
door.  GRANTED 

DA/2017/1167  Building 90 Royal Ordnance Depot, Bridge Street. Listed Building 
Consent for replacement front door, replacement of internal doors, insertion of glass 
panels to portcullis weights and clock mechanism cupboards; replacement of bathroom 
fittings and accessible toilet.  GRANTED  

 

FORTHCOMING EVENT:  
IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

Monday 7th May 

TABLE TOP SALE  
10.00am-12.00 noon  

Refreshments available. 
£5.00 per table  

Contact:  Sandra Rogers  
01327 209435, or 

Isabella Masters on 01327 342141 

FORTHCOMING EVENT: 

 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL  
SATURDAY 3Oth JUNE  

Flower displays, games, stalls,  
refreshments, Watling Singers and 
more.  If you would like to help, have 
a stall or do a flower arrangement 

(theme Roses) contact  
Sandra Rogers 01327 209435  
  sandravrogers@gmail.com 
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Are you in to  Win? 
Last year, households in Northamptonshire 
recycled over 7,500 tonnes of food waste. 
While this is great, the “In To Win” Cam-
paign aims to get more Northamptonshire 
households recycling even more of their 
food waste, by offering the chance to win a 
range of prizes, just for putting your food 
waste caddy out for collection each week! 

Thousands of homes have access to a food 
waste collection as part of their kerbside recy-
cling scheme. If you have a food waste caddy 
or bin at home, you could win fabulous prizes 
simply for using it!  Prizes include: llama trek-
king; afternoon teas; leisure vouchers; vineyard 
tours; theatre vouchers, white-water rafting and 
more. 

Being In To Win is so easy! Simply register online at 
www.feedyourcaddy.co.uk to claim your welcome pack. Inside you 
will find an “I’m in” sticker to apply to the top of your outside food waste 
bin as well as helpful recycling information. 

All you have to do to have a chance of winning is regularly participate 
in your food waste collection. Visit www.feedyourcaddy.co.uk North-
amptonshire information pages to find out more and to see the list of 
prizes to choose from. 

If you haven’t recycled before, now is the perfect time to start. Contact 
Daventry District Council on 01327 871100, to ask how. 

CONSERVATION AREAS – A VICTORY FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY? 

Following significantly higher than average feedback from residents, the 
recommendation to put forward proposals to formally identify parts of 
Weedon Bec as Conservation Areas was not agreed at the recent DDC 
Strategy Committee.  Resident’s views have been heard and acted upon 
which is something of a victory for local democracy.  
 

Thank you to all those residents who wrote comments to DDC about the current pro-
posals for defining 3 Conservation Areas in the village. We estimate more than 90% 
of the feedback was critical and not supportive of this initiative for the village. 
Thank you also to District Councillor David Smith for representing the views of 
Weedon residents at DDC’s Strategy Committee on 8

th
 March. 

 

We have won a postponement to the implementation of the District Council’s pro-
posals for Conservation Areas; proposals that will affect property and potentially 
pockets of many residents in the village through increased planning ‘red tape’. 
 

The inadequate consultation process, coupled with identified inconsistencies in the 
content of the proposals, convinced members of the Strategy Committee that the 
document could not be recommended for full Council approval.  
 

• This does not mean that the proposals have been withdrawn.  
• They will not go away and will go to the full District Council in October.  

 

The District Council appears to be determined that Conservation Areas will be  
imposed on the village. It should be acknowledged that there are residents who sup-
port the idea in principle and that is their right and completely fine. However, it’s the 
hurried and poorly timed way in which consultation has been carried out that has led 
to much anger and worry for residents. This has now been recognised.  
 

The Parish Council will now be working with the District Council to try to ensure that 
everyone affected understands the full implications of the proposals and hopefully, to 
get some improvements made to the content of the document. 
 

Watch out for letters/leaflets and notifications on the parish website www.weedonbec-

village.co.uk or www.facebook.com/weedonbecPC. 
 

If a letter or leaflet drops through your door headed Conservation Areas please make 
sure you* read it carefully and replies. (*or pass to the property owner if you are a 
tenant). 

Weedon Bec Information  Pack 

The pack contains lots of information about village activities as well as local 
services and is available to all new residents.  If you have recently moved to 
Weedon Bec or have a new neighbour please contact the Parish Clerk, Sue 
Halkett, on 01327 341057 or via email at weedonbecpc@btinternet.com 
and she’ll arrange for a pack to be delivered to you.  

Calling all businesses and village groups. If you would like to include a leaflet 
in the Weedon Bec new residents information pack, please contact Sue, details 
above.  

We are currently distributing about 5 information packs to new village residents each 
month. It's the ideal way to attract new members to your group or to promote your 
services. 

Flore – Cregy Twinning Association 

There are some places still available on this year’s visit to “Cregy – les -Meaux” in 
France, 31

st
 May to 3

rd
 June.2018. 

 

The twinning has been going for over 30 years and welcomes people from villages 
around Flore to join in.   
 

We will leave by bus at about 6.30am on Thursday, from Flore, and will be returning 
at about 9.00pm on the Sunday. The weekend offers an opportunity to experience 
French culture in a French home, lots of fun, a visit on the Friday by coach to Paris or 
perhaps another city, a French dance and lots more!  Couples, families and single 
people are all welcome.   

 

Adults £120, Children £60 

 

For more details contact Jo 01327 349094, jodickson@btinternet.com 
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REACH FOR HEALTH 
ANNUAL GOLF COMPETITION 

STAVERTON ESTATE GOLF CLUB 
FRIDAY 8TH JUNE 2018  - START 9.30am  

 
Format : 18 Hole Stableford Open Pairs Competition (can be mixed) 

Better Stableford Score on each hole to count 
Maximum Handicap – Men 24; Ladies 32 

 
ENTRY FEES: Club members £20.00 per player;  

Non-Members £32.00 per player 
 

THE DAY – 8.30am arrival, bacon butties, tea/coffee 
Refreshment cart on course, running buffet lunch 

Raffle & Prize giving on completion 
 

For entry form & more information contact  
Reach for Health 

T: 01327 871118.  Entries close 18th May 2018 
Reach for Health, 16-18 High March, Daventry, NN11 4HB 

11th April  
Our 10th Birthday Party including a buffet  

and entertainment by  
Northampton Musical Theatre Concert Group  

Ticket only event.   
Tickets are available from John Evans on 

01327 341526 and cost £10 each. 

 

 

9th May 

‘Around the world in a tin tub’ Part 2 

Viv and Keith 

 

 

13th June 

Quiz night 

 

 

11th July 

1950s Music and Memories - Polly Feeney 

 

 

 

Everyone is very welcome to 
come along to any event  

 

If you want to find out more 
about us and what we do  

contact: 

 John Evans on  
01327 341526 

or email:  
john.evans1@hotmail.com 

 
Affiliated to the British Heart 

Foundation  

 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 
the Village Hall, West Street, NN7 4QU, commencing at 7.30 pm.   

£2.00 donation per person which includes tea/coffee and biscuits 

WEEDON FC RACE NIGHT  
SATURDAY 21

ST
 APRIL 

Weedon FC will be holding their  
annual Race Night on  

 

Saturday 21st April  
at the Weedon Village Hall  

starting at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5.00 per person  
 

Including  food, which is a choice of either sausage and mash or chilli.   
This is an adult only event, there is a bar and a raffle, come along and have some fun.   

 

To reserve your tickets contact Danny on  
weedonfootballclub@yahoo.co.uk 

Celebration Praise is held on the 1st Thursday of each month at 
the URC schoolroom, New Street at 7.30 pm on  April 5th and May 
3rd.  On May 3rd, we are pleased to welcome the Northampton Salva-
tion Army Songsters, come and listen to their wonderful singing and 
testimonies. The format for our services are old and new hymns, read-
ings, anecdotes and a short talk. Every month is different, with differ-
ent people leading, why not come along and join us and share the love 
of Christ. You will be most welcome.   

 

If you need to speak to someone from our Church do not hesitate to ring our   
Minister Revd Jay Phelps on 01327 340282 / 07436 811514 or our Secretary Mrs 
Margaret Hooper on 01327 340524. Please ring Mrs Margaret Hooper if you wish 
to hire our Chapel Schoolroom. 
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DOG OWNERS – DO YOU KNOW THAT A DOG WEARING YELLOW NEEDS 
SPACE? 

A dog wearing YELLOW eg Ribbon, Bandana, Coat, Lead, Lead Flag, Lead Cover etc. 
is a signal to other dog owners that the YELLOW Dog needs SPACE, please give 
these dogs and their owners plenty of room.  
 

The ‘Yellow Dog’ indicates that a dog needs space which will benefit everyone and 
make dog walking an enjoyable experience for all.   The Yellow Dog -“I NEED SPACE” 
can be for many varied reasons:  

• They may be injured / have health issues / deaf / blind / be in recovery;  be old / 
frail / arthritic 

• The dog may be nervous or shy and other dogs cause it stress 

• They may have had bad life experiences with another dog or can’t cope with 
friendly dogs who just want to say "Hello!" 

• They may be in training 

• Be a rescue dog, being rehabilitated. The world can be a very scary place for 
these dogs 

• The person walking the dog may have a problem eg be frail, nervous of other 
dogs etc 

 

 It is hoped that the YELLOW Dog campaign will encourage dog owners to recall their 
dogs when they see a dog wearing yellow.  Please remember that a dog should not be 
running free if the owner does not have instant recall & their dog will return. This 
should give the ‘Yellow Dog’ walker  time to move out of the way and to get the dog 
used to seeing people and animals.  
 

IT'S NOT ABOUT aggressive dogs, as any dog that bites MUST wear  a muzzle.  IT’S 
ALL ABOUT AWARENESS AND MUTUAL RESPECT AMONGST DOG WALKERS  

 

Yellow Dog is an international campaign to create awareness around the world that 
'Some Dogs need Space'.  Yellow Dog UKTM is a registered charity.  For more infor-
mation  go to http://yellowdoguk.co.uk/, visual aids also available. 
 

HAPPY DOG WALKING EVERYONE & DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP AFTER 
YOUR POOCH HAS POO’D 

 

 

 

 

 The following are our services and activities for April and  
 May . We would love to welcome you, so come and join with 
 us at any or all of these services and events. 

 

 

 

APRIL SERVICES 

Sunday 1st  11.00 am Service Easter Day  Based on Communion Service 

Thursday 5th   7.30 pm Celebration Praise  
Sunday 8th  11.00 am Service with Communion 

Sunday 15th   11.00 am Service  
Sunday 22nd 11.00 am Service 

Sunday 29th  11.00 am Service  

 

 

MAY SERVICES  
Thursday 3rd   7.30 pm Celebration Praise with the SA Songsters 

Sunday 6th  11.00 am Service  
Sunday 13th   11.00 am Service with Communion 

Sunday 20th  11.00 am Service 

Sunday 27th  11.00 am Service 

 

 

JUNE SERVICES 

Sunday 3rd  11.00 am Service 

Thursday 7th   7.30 pm  Celebration Praise 

 

 

We hold a drop-in for coffee/tea and a chat every Thursday. Coffee/tea and 
biscuits served in the Schoolroom 10 - 11.15 am so come and join us for refresh-
ment and a chat with old and new friends.  NO coffee April 5th, sorry! 

 

 

Thursday 10
th
 May will be our Grand Coffee Morning combined with our  

annual Gift Day.  There will be a raffle and cards for sale. This is our big fund 
raising event for the year and goes to help pay our Maintenance of the Ministry con-
tribution to the URC, which is considerable, along with the general upkeep of our 
lovely Chapel. Whilst we appreciate that money is in short supply, the expenses, 
along with everyone else’s, keep going up.  

 

Please come along, enjoy a cup of coffee with your friends, and bring your monetary 
gifts. If you pay Income Tax, it would help if you could Gift Aid your contribution, 
please put it in an envelope with your name and address. this enables us to reclaim 
monies from the Inland Revenue on your gift. We look forward to sharing fellowship 
with you on this special occasion.   
 

 

CALL IN FOR A CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 3 Capel Rise Flore Wednesday 
April 4th 10 - 12 noon the charity this month is Danetre Hospital. On May 2

nd
 

the charity will be Cynthia Spencer Hospice. We look forward to seeing you, pop in 
for a few minutes and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, cakes and scones, Yum! 
 

Continued over 

Church Street 
(just past the Post Office) 

WW1 Commemorations  
 

A number of residents, Parish Councillors and Rev Jay Phelps have formed 
a group to organise a special event in Weedon Bec to commemorate the 
100

th
 Anniversary of the end of the first World War on 11

th
 November 2018. 

 

We are in the early planning stages but there are two elements that will be an integral 
part of the church Remembrance service.  

 

We would like to create a guard of honour outside the church and form a choir to sing 
at the Remembrance service. If you are ex-service personnel and would be able to be 
a part of the guard of honour and/or if you are interested in joining the choir, please 
contact Sue Halkett as soon as possible. 

 

More details of the Commemoration event will be published in the next issue. If you 
would like to be involved in the organisation of this event, please also call Sue Halkett.  
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WEEDON FOOTBALL CLUB 

Weedon became FA affiliated in 1969, but had been playing friendly 
matches across Weedon for many years before then. Weedon played 
their first ever league game in 1972 in the Sunday League Alliance and 
won the match 4-1 with goals from Ogle 2, Leatherland & Engall. 
Weedon continued to play adults football on Saturdays and Sundays 
but in 2014 Weedon diversified its approach and set about establishing 
a grass roots youth academy for the local children to get involved in.  

 

Although our continuing adult success has been the foundation of our club, a reinvig-
orated approach to football has seen the winds shift towards a more community 
based club, focusing on the next generation of young footballers and therefore secur-
ing the long term future of our more senior teams.    
 

Weedon FC ran junior fun days, sourced suitable coaching staff and joined the North-
ampton District Youth Alliance League.  We started our first season with 3 junior 
teams; under 7s, under 8s & under 11s. Our 1st year was a massive success with a 
huge amount of interest being shown from parents and players alike.  With our main 
aim for everyone to enjoy playing football for Weedon FC. 
 

Year on year our junior teams have grown and grown. Currently Weedon FC has 10 
teams from 1 x under 6s, 3 x under 8s, 2 x under 9s, 2 x under 10s, 1 x under 11s 
and a Veterans team. Weedon is always looking for new players across all age 
groups for this upcoming season and the adults team will be returning for its 50

th
 

year. All Weedon teams have qualified coaches and the latest training equipment to 
assist in their players’ growth with a committee keen to take the club forward who are 
looking at getting new changing rooms and community facility in the near future.  

 

Weedon FC also runs a junior mentor programme whereby children aged 14-16 are  
given the opportunity to become a junior coach and train to become a qualified refer-
ee. This programme has had major success over the years as Harry Price, our first 
applicant, is now a qualified referee and refereeing in the UCL leagues, as well as 
winning.   
Daventry District Council Young Sportsman of the Year in 2016. We are current-
ly looking for new applicants for the junior mentor programme. 
 

In the last year our adult team won the Northants Combination Division 3, the under 
8s navy team won the NDYAL shield and the Weedon Football Club won the North-
amptonshire Football Association Charter Development Club of the Year 2017.  

 

If you or your child are interested in joining or becoming a member of the Weedon 
Football Club committee please contact Danny at weedonfootballclub@yahoo.co.uk. 



WEEDON ART GROUP – 2018 PROGRAMME OF CLASSES 

The Art Group’s classes are open to anyone in the village and surrounding areas who 
would like to come along and are suitable for beginners and improvers. They are held 
on a Saturday at the Scout Hut in West Street, Weedon  from 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
and just £20.00 for the day. This year we have 3 tutors taking the classes which has 
given us a great variety of subjects, all teaching different techniques and mediums.  
Classes for the next couple of months of the year are: 
 

 

12th May: STILL LIFE IN COLOUR with Joanna Bryan. 1 Session - £20 

Following on from Still Life Drawing earlier in the year, this is an observational work-
shop working in colourful mediums of your choice, coloured pencils, pastels, pen and 
wash, the choice is yours. We will work through several exercises and learn how to 
see through the detail to find the big basic shapes needed to start your picture.  Sev-
eral still life options will be available for you to select from.  

 

26th May: ABSTRACT HISTORY & BACKGROUND with Eric Gaskell. 1 Session - 
£20.  When figurative art turns abstract.  Abstract art is part of a process and not 
simply a technique for making a painting. This workshop will look at the history of  
abstraction; where did it come from and what’s it all about?  Why did figurative art, 
that had lasted a 1000 years, come to an end or at least to a turning point in the early 
1900s.  Composition, space, colour, music, emotion, violence, society, technology, 
psychology - they are all part of the development of abstraction. 

 

9th June: ANIMALS with Louise Brown. 1 Session - £20 

Using pastels, we will talk about materials to use to get best effects – pastels and 
pastel paper, putty rubbers,  and different styles.  Following a demonstration in using 
pastel for animals, showing how to achieve the best results, we will then get everyone 
started on their own project with plenty of individual tuition and encouragement.  Peo-
ple are welcome to bring in pictures of their own to draw from and there will be imag-
es for the class to use. 

 

23rd June: CHARCOAL with Joanna Bryan. 1 Session - £20 

The aim of this workshop is for you to learn how charcoal sticks and charcoal pencils 
compliment each other so that intricate and subtle details can be achieved, as well as 
the flowing expressive marks that the medium is more commonly associated with.   
Working from photographs the first part of this workshop will cover the basics of com-
position and show you how artists compose images that lead the eye to a focus point 
in an image. We will work through several drawing exercises exploring expressive 
markmaking and you will then have the chance to create your own composition to 
work from in the painterly, expressive medium of charcoal. 

 

The full programme can be viewed on the Weedon Art Group’s Facebook page, & the 
Weedon Village website.  Further information ,to be sent a copy of the programme or 
book classes contact Libby Hart on weedonart@btinternet.com or 01327 341816. 
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The bird stayed all day on Friday and again I noticed that all apples had been steadi-
ly pecked up the garden and were more or less bunched in a smallish area. It was 
still there early on Saturday, but when I went down to replenish food at about 10am it 
flew off and didn't reappear. Blackbirds took a few hours to come back very nervous-
ly, but they settled down as normal. I've seen them quite aggressive before, but nev-
er as pronounced as this. 
NEARBY 

A single adult Whooper Swan flew over Bragborough near Daventry on 27th Janu-
ary, a Barn Owl was at Long Buckby on 30th January and a Cetti's Warbler was still 
singing at Fawsley Park Lakes on 7th February with a Hawfinch again near Fawsley 
House on 4th March. A Blackbird controlled in a ringer's garden at Astcote on 12th 
February had been ringed at Holme, Norfolk on 1st March 2016, a distance of 139 
kilometres. Displaying Ravens were regularly seen at Staverton throughout the peri-
od. 
DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK 

Birds noted at the reservoir on 26th January consisted of one Shelduck, 11 Goosan-
ders, a Green Sandpiper, 3 Goldeneye and 20 Siskins. There were 5 Yellow-legged 
Gulls on 23rd February with a Dunlin and a Stonechat on 12th March. 
COUNTY RARITIES 

This time no mention has been made of long-staying previously mentioned scarce 
individuals that are still present. Not necessarily rare but unusual was the appear-
ance of a flock of 44 Barnacle Geese in the Stanwick gravel pit area from 24th to 
28th January. This species of goose is rapidly becoming established in Britain as a 
feral introduction which is now breeding, but 44 in Northamptonshire is unprecident-
ed. The other surprise was an assumed American Red-tailed Hawk (closely related 
to our Buzzards) that was photographed in a field between Gretton and Rockingham. 
If the species identification is correct then it will be regarded as an escape, possibly a 
falconer's bird.   
A selection of the many rarities during the mid-January to mid-March period included 
single Short-eared Owls at Ditchford gravel pits on 19th January, Harrington Airfield 
on 23rd January and near Milton Malsor on 8th March, three Snow Buntings at the 
DIRFT site off the A5 near Kilsby, single Hen Harriers at Pitsford reservoir on 28th 
January and again on 3rd February, two Waxwings at Gretton on 30th January, a 
Kittiwake at Pitsford reservoir on 4th February and at Daventry Country Park on 13th 
March, a Firecrest at Lowick on 4th February,  an Iceland Gull at Rushton Landfill on 
10th and 11th February, at Boddington reservoir on 4th March and at Pitsford reser-
voir on 13th with three different Glaucous Gulls at Rushton Landfill between 11th and 
25th February, a Common Scoter at Pitsford reservoir on 13th February with two at 
Thrapston gravel pits on 4th March and a Spoonbill at Earls Barton gravel pits on 
11th March. 
PASSAGE & SUMMER VISITORS 

 Passage waders involved a single Knot at Stanwick gravel pits on 2nd March, an 
Avocet at Earls Barton gravel pits on 7th March and at Clifford Hill GP on 13th and 
Grey Plover at Clifford Hill gravel pits on 8th March. 
First returning summer visitors included a Little Ringed Plover at Priors Hall, Corby 
on 11th March, single Sand Martin at Boddington reservoir on 10th March and Wick-
steed Park on 12th, a Chiffchaff (presumed to be a migrant rather than a winterer) at 
Harrington Airfield on 12th March and an Osprey over Billing Aquadrome on 13th. 

 

Chris Coe  01327 340493 

WANTED  BRIDGE  PLAYERS 
To join our small friendly mixed abilities group. 
We play Chicago Bridge on a Thursday evening 

from 7.30pm to 10pm in Weedon. 
For further information or an informal chat please contact  

Adrian Higman on 01327 340981  
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YOUR VILLAGE  
NEEDS YOU 

 

Young people’s writing competition for the 
Weedon Weekender  

 

This year we are holding a short story competition  
for the youngsters of the village in two categories  

• From age 8 to 11    
• From 12 to 15 (by the August bank holiday) 

 

Competitors must include their date of birth on the entered story 
along with name address and contact number.   

 

The story subject is The Village - what you write is entirely up to 
you! Murder Mystery, Comedy, Spooky, Sci-Fi! up to 500 words Max. 

 

When you’ve written it and you think its ok then post it into my  
letterbox at Ivydene, 23 Church St.  

or send by email aperrywriter@gmail.com  
closing date of entry, July 8th  

Any queries contact me:  Mandy Perry at the above email address 

BIRD NOTES   
WEEDON 

Less usual visitors to my garden feeders involved single Lesser Redpolls on 23rd and 
26th January and a male Blackcap on several dates in February from 14th onwards, 
last seen on 1st March. Apart from these, Grey Wagtails can be regularly seen along 
the river valley especially from Bridge Street Bridge and even on the roofs of adjacent 
houses. If you are familiar with their flight call they can easily be picked out as they fly 
overhead. This also applies to passing calling Ravens certainly noted on 8th and 27th 
February. 
A feature of the 'Beast from the East' and the ensuing blanket of snow in late February 
was the sudden appearance in late February of Fieldfares, sometimes in good num-
bers in the gardens of Weedon residents, especially those with a few berry bushes or 
fruit trees still having last season's crop available. The following details of one such 
individual Fieldfare was sent to me from a local householder- 
I am having problems with an extremely aggressive Fieldfare which 'moved in' on 
Thursday afternoon. I've got two tables and a feeding platform and this bird has taken 
over. Any Blackbird or Song Thrush is instantly chased away and several Starlings 
have been pecked. There are about half a dozen whole apples on the ground, scat-
tered around, and these are the main attraction for him/her. Either by accident or de-
sign, they have been rolled together by the bird making them easier to guard. When 
not feeding, it sits on a table or a nearside branch on guard.  Sparrows and other small 
birds are tolerated, if they don't go near the apples. Once or twice, the whole flock of 
about 40 Starlings have come down when I put fresh food out and they have, by sheer 
numbers, taken over; but when odd ones come down, they are viciously attacked. It 
has got to the stage now that when there are three lots of fresh food out, there is not a 
bird about, except for the Fieldfare. 

Continued over 

WEEDON VILLAGE HALL 

Here is a great way to have a flutter whilst, at the same time, raising money for the 
village hall.  For details of how to enter, please see below.   
Each ticket bought donates 40p to the Hall. You can buy as many tickets as you 
like and set up a direct debit to take the payment on a monthly basis (£4.34 per 
month/per ticket). This scheme also puts 10p from every ticket into the central 
grant fund at the District Council which can be applied to as normal. 
Please consider buying a ticket (or three!) as there is a 1 in 50 chance of winning a 
prize. 
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Are you holding onto rubbish?  
Well to recycle it when you are  
home you need to put rubbish in the correct bins. Plastic and glass 

take almost 100 years to biodegrade. So use the correct bins and 

don’t litter. 
Thank you from the JPC. 

The Canal Report by Harry Burr 
 
Hello and welcome back to my canal report, I’m Harry Burr and today I’m writ-
ing about the best bits of our travel from the Kennet and Avon Canal through the 
River Thames and finally stopping at Weedon! 
We bought our boat at Devises, Wiltshire, and it took us about a week to get 
here, first we went to Great Bedwyn to meet my uncle, auntie and my cousins so 
they can have some time on our new boat, next we went to Newbury, my uncle, 
auntie and cousins left and we went to the best Starbucks ever, we also saw a 
electric bridge, we had to press a button to make the bridge go up and we had to 
stop all the cars, it was amazing.      Continued over  

       Next we went through a shopping  
       centre (yes a shopping centre,) we  
       saw a Microsoft store and office, an 
apple store, McDonald’s and there was even traffic lights like on the road but 
for boats!!! 
Next we went to the river Thames,  very dangerous but at the same time, fun, 
we saw some lovely houses we had to wear life jackets on a big river like that. 
Next we went to Beale Park and it was actually a beautiful place in the end. 
I’m going to stop right there 
and go onto question time but 
before we do that I need to up-
date you and say the bins at 
the bottom of the stairs at the 
canal are only for canal boat 
owner use.  Would someone 
use someone else’s bin at their 
house, probably not, so don’t 
use canal owners bins. This is 
a picture of the sight that 
greeted me one morning at the 
bottom of Weedon Bec canal 
steps one morning.   
 
Now let’s get started! Now the first one I will come straight onto: 
 
What do you do with your rubbish?: 
I put it in a Canal and River Trust bin and then someone comes and gets the 
bin and empties it just like ones in a house  
 
Did the canal freeze around your boat last week?: 
Yes it did, I saw something on Facebook saying that someone put a table and 
chair down on the ice and it didn’t go through 
 
Can you turn your boat around?: 
Yes we can, there are turning points around the canal. 
 
Does the postman deliver to your boat?: 
Well, no, our post delivers to my granddads and nans house. 
 
If you have any canal questions for me to answer, please send them to the Par-
ish Clerk and I’ll answer them next time.   

I was walking my dogs the other day when I found something. 
Would you like to know what I found? I don't think you would... I 
found some cigarettes and cylinders all down on the pavement.  
Do you want the whole village to be like this? Do you want ciga-
rettes and cylinders to be a normal, casual thing? I hope your an-
swer is no. Because if it isn't then consider this... How would you 
feel if you saw younger children playing with cigarettes and cylin-
ders? 
 
Erin O'Toole.  JPC 


