
 
 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD VIRTUALLY ON 

WEDNESDAY 27th April 2021 
 
Present: Parish Cllrs:  Mr Neil Anthony, Mr George Atkinson, Mr Tony Crease, Mr Keith Crouch,  

Mr James Mantz, Mrs A Ranshaw, Mrs Fiona Thomas 
  Parish Clerk:  Mrs Sue Halkett  

6 members of the public   
Chair:  Cllr Mr Tony Crease 
 
Meeting commenced 7.00 pm 
Apologies:  Councillor Miss Libby Hart 
 
The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on the 24th April 2019, were signed off the Parish Council’s 
AGM in May 2019.  
 
Welcome to the Meeting. 
Councillor Tony Crease welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the format being used.  He 
requested all be muted and if they wished to speak to hold up their hands. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Weedon Surgery – statement read out by the Parish Clerk. 
Dr J Hill‘s statement explained how the surgery has managed during the pandemic.  How they had to 
reassigned staff to deal with the many prescriptions that people had submitted, assuming they would not be 
able to obtain their medication, to dealing with patients over phone calls, patients coming into the surgery 
for appointments and the biggest influenza vaccine programme they have ever undertaken. With the 
second lockdown and the vaccine becoming available they took over the role of Vaccination Hub for the 
area, covering their own practice plus Byfield, Long Buckby, Crick, Guilsborough and Brixworth surgery 
areas. This was managed by using volunteer meet and greeters and for the injections using nurses, 
doctors, paramedics, pharmacists and ex doctors/nurses coming out of retirement to aid. They could 
vaccinate up to 3,000 per week but it generally came down to the supply of the vaccine.  To date they have 
provided over 23,000 Covid-19 vaccinations and currently giving 2nd doses alongside the 1st doses for the 
younger population. 
The Chairman asked for thanks to be sent to the surgery on how impressed and proud the village is of the 
efforts they have all shown and to please thank all their volunteers on behalf of the village. 
 
Weedon Food Bank – presentation by Dr Elizabeth Taylor  
Elizabeth and Revd Barbara Gallagher had had discussions, prior to the pandemic, about setting up a food 
pantry to help in emergency situations. Once lockdown came, they were going to do this in the Church 
environment but the headteacher at the school also saw the need for a foodbank and offered the use of a 
classroom as a base, which was accessible to the main entrance.  After consultation with Daventry Food 
Bank, they advertised via social media for volunteers - people to sort food, make up parcels and deliver.  
Residents in the village dropped off tinned and packaged food in the boxes outside the school gates.  
Companies also helped including Tesco Express, One Stop and Avara Foods who gave fresh chickens.  
When children returned to school the Food Bank moved to the Chapter House with the drop off point being 
just inside the church doors.  Other donations, of money and food came from the Parish Council, Weedon 
Sports Association, The Wheatsheaf Pub Fantasy Football League players, Weedon Football Club, Weston 
Favell Food Bank, Moulton Park Red Cross Centre, Duston School, The Crossroads, The Crown Inn at 
West Haddon.  Tilly’s also donated from their sale of hand made face masks.  They also remembered that 
if you cannot feed your, you may not have enough money for pets, so they donated pet food.  As things 
improved, with the possibility of people once again using the Chapter House and with a grant obtained by 
Weedon Bec Primary School, we have purchased shelves so we could store food easily.  Radio 
Northampton also donated following an interview. Hampers were provided for Christmas to those who 
needed food.  Going forward they will still be in existence and willing to help anyone who needs it.  Their 
stocks are good and demand low.  Over 750 food parcels have been delivered. 
Elizabeth was thanked for her presentation. 



 
 

 

UPDATES FROM VILLAGE GROUPS/ORGANISATIONS 
Weedon Bec Trust, Charities Report – Mr John Wilshire 
Mr Wilshire was welcomed to the meeting.  He confirmed that during this year they had only received requests 
for 1 student book grant and 2 individual grants (for help starting a new job/apprenticeship). The total paid 
out, including other disbursements and fees was £1,300. The year-end accounts to 31 December 2020 are 
available for inspection upon request.  
Mr Wilshire was thanked for his report. 
 

Pocket Park – Councillor Mrs Fiona Thomas 

In January 2021, the Parish Council took over the stewardship of the Pocket Park from the Pocket Park 
Committee. Our Pocket Park contains many diverse micro-environments, including the flowing river, a 
boggy margin created by the culvert and still water in the pond. There is also a full spectrum of growing 
conditions from full shade to full sun and everything in between. This diversity encourages a wide range of 
plant and animal life. The circular walk in the Park has become increasingly popular since lockdown with 
the recent questionnaire showing that many residents visit the area at least once a week as part of their 
exercise routine, it is a popular destination for dog walkers, and we are now seeing a lot more family groups 
visiting it. Residents frequently comment or post on social media about on the tranquillity and calmness of 
the Pocket Park, it is a place to sit and listen to the river and nature, to observe and learn about the 
changing seasons. Our aim is to enhance the area and build on these foundations.  
Since taking over maintenance the trees have been pruned to open up canopy, the steps renovated, the 
pond cleaned out, replanted and landscaped, new notice boards have been created and will be changed 
with the seasons. In the coming months, the work to define the path with wood chip will be completed. We 
are on a mission to remove the nettles one sting at a time, and we want to introduce plants for pollinators to 
provide food for bees, butterflies and insects as well as a winter food source for birds. Many of these new 
introductions have been made possible by our successful application for DDC’s Action for Change grant 
from which we received over £993.  
Unlike the other open spaces in the village the Pocket Park primarily needs volunteers to maintain it. I 
would like to thank all those volunteers and Parish Councillors who have helped us get to where we are 
today. Yes, there has been some trouble and mindless vandalism but the support from the village and 
comments from residents has shown the Pocket Park is a special place and we will continue to battle with 
the nettles and the vandals to make it a haven for all.    
Cllr Thomas was thanked for her presentation. 
 
Police & County Councillor’s reports – nothing received. 
 
District Councillor Report –Statement read by the Parish Clerk. 

On 1st April 2021, the newly formed West Northamptonshire Council took over all responsibilities from 
Daventry District Council, along with other District/Borough and County Councils.  Daventry District Council 
was formed in 1974 with the merging of the Daventry Rural District and a major part of Brixworth Rural District.  
Whilst sad to see it go, we are sure the new administration will be more responsive, transparent and even 
better value for money. 
Despite challenges, they have delivered on the new cinema complex in Mulberry Place which will be open 
early July.  This has 4 screens and a separate function space which can be used for a variety of events. Also 
opening soon is the new Moulton Leisure Centre (hopefully 17th May).  This will contain a six lane 25m 
swimming pool, a 60-station gym, two therapy pools, spin cycling studio and health spa. A new separate 
changing area specifically for baby and pre-school swimming has been build and the pool has a moveable 
floor, allowing for depths to be changed to suit different users. 
 
Financial Report 
The Financial Statement of the Parish Council’s Accounts for the year to date was read out by the Clerk.  No 
questions were raised. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Due to the pandemic, there was no Parish Meeting last year so I will touch on some of the events of the 
past two years. 
The past 16 months have been an exceedingly difficult time for us all.  Lockdown restrictions on movement, 
lack of personal contact and for some, sadly the loss of loved ones and friends. 



 
 

 

These trying times have once again, brought out the absolute best of Weedon spirit to support those in 
need. 

• The Food Bank, run by Elizabeth and her committed team of helpers keeping essential supplies 
flowing to needy residents, is very well supported by our community, donating a constant flow of food 
and monetary donations to them. 

• Our local food stores have been open throughout, Tilly’s are keeping our pets fed, selling face masks 
for charity and stocking plants for our gardens to keep us occupied. 

• The Primary and Pre-Schools were open so that essential workers were able to go to work. 

• The Chemist along with our wonderful Weedon Surgery in the forefront of the fight locally against the 
pandemic, aided by the willing help of local volunteers have remained open and extremely busy.   

• The residents who freely gave their time and help to aid others in need by shopping, gardening or 
just a chat to give others some personal contact. 

A big thank you to you all. 
Alas, many businesses essential to our village future were forced to close during the lockdown and it will 
take some time for them to recover.  However, things are starting to look up as we slowly start coming out of 
lockdown and look forward to being able to visit family and friends once again.  This is mainly due to the big 
uptake in the successful vaccination programme. 
Your Parish Council is also a team of volunteers who donate their time to maintaining essential parish 
services such as maintaining play areas, the pocket park, the Cemetery, allotments, street lighting, 
reviewing planning applications and improving facilities in the village in a cost-effective way and to the best 
of their abilities. 
We are only able to have a Parish Council because some residents are able to come forward and volunteer 
their time and efforts to manage our budget and use their variety of skills for the betterment of our village, 
and I thank them all for their hard work and support. 
On May 6th, we have the opportunity to vote for our new West Northamptonshire Councillors, our Police and 
Fire Commissioner and our Parish Councillors.  This will be the first contested parish election since 2008 
and I am incredibly pleased to see we have 16 candidates standing for 13 vacancies.  So please, if you 
have not already voted by post, vote on May 6th, and support the candidates you think will do the best for our 
village over the next four years. It is very encouraging to see this increased interest in becoming a 
councillor, from our community. 
During the past two years, some of the main highlights have been: 

• The final re-opening of the old Mound area of Jubilee Field 

• The replacement new slide and the mountain bike track 

• The Parish Council and Football Club are working together on a maintenance programme to improve 
the playing surface of the football pitch. 

• A big project on Jubilee Field is a joint planning application by the Weedon Sports Association and the 
Parish Council for a new changing room and meeting room facility along with improvements to the 
public car park.  The planning application has been granted.  I thank the Weedon Sports Association 
for all the hard work done so far on grant funding and site preparatory work, headed by Tony Wincott. I 
cannot wait to see the finished product. 

• Croft Way playing field has been considerable investment in new play equipment, fencing and footpath, 
helped along by a grant from Daventry District Council.  This was well received by parishioners. 

• We have replaced the barrier at the entrance to Croft Way playing field. 

• Our play area inspections are carried out quarterly by a specialist company, Kompan and Councillors 
undertake the ones in between. 

• Upgrading of our street lighting to LEDs, along with replacing all our old concrete lamp posts.  A huge 
amount of work went into the planning and installation and it shows how the Parish Council working 
together brings results.  The LED lamps have reduced our carbon footprint, increased the amount of 
available light and reduced costs.  The project is funded over 4years and will be self-financed by the 
cost savings from electricity and maintenance budgets. 

• Taking over the upkeep and maintenance of the Pocket Park.  This will be an ongoing project. I thank 
the previous volunteer committee members for all their hard work in bringing this park together.  

• Our Allotments at Riverside has had a new fenced installed and two new plots have been created at 
Church Street allotments.  We have a waiting list for plots. 

• We have reviewed many planning applications and have supported Stowe IX Churches and Dodford 
Parishes in their fights against the growth in unauthorised accommodation in rural areas.  We were 



 
 

 

successful in ensuring the new development at Dodford Wharf Farm (off the High Street) includes 
some bungalows amongst its proposed development. 

• We have also met with the owner of the Depot on several matters that affect our village, including the 
amount of rubbish on the lower area of the site and they have given an undertaking to remedy the 
situation by this summer. 

 
There are still numerous small jobs that need doing around the village and with this in mind we have a new 
maintenance man and he is working his way through a list of jobs like removing ivy from our tree, 
refurbishing benches and restoring the village sign. 
 
I thank all our contractors who have continued to work through the pandemic, in particular Stuart and Doug 
who keep our cemetery grounds maintained so well.  Our staff of litter pickers and finally to our hard-working 
clerk Sue who is always there when we need her.  Thank you. 
 
Issues raised by the members of public  
Q. Can the Council chase One Stop re installing a bin out the front on Church Street?  Chairman advised 
that we are working on it already and will be sending a letter to the head office on this subject. 
 
 
The Chairman thanked all present for attending. 
The meeting was declared closed at 1945 hrs   
 
These minutes will be presented to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council for signing. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


