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REJUVENATION PLAN FOR CROFT WAY PLAYING FIELD

Weedon Bec Parish Council has been awarded a grant of £14,766 from Daventry District Council to go towards upgrading the Croft
Way playing field - also known as the Top Park. Already the old wooden fence round the play area has been replaced with modern
galvanised steel fencing, and there are plans for new play equipment and seating, as well as an all-weather footpath from the
Whettles to the Village Hall. Follow progress in the village newsletter and on Facebook and Twitter.

LINK ROAD OFFICIALLY OPENED IN NOVEMBER
On November 15th,
2018, the much
anticipated A45
Daventry Development Link Road
was officially opened
at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony. The 3.5
mile stretch of new
single carriageway
improves links between Daventry and
Northampton - as well
as reducing traffic
congestion and
vehicle numbers
going through
Weedon and Flore.

WHEN CAN
WE START
PICKING THE
FRUIT?
The Community Orchard and Jam Patch at
Riverside Allotments is growing from strength to
strength. Alongside the large variety of fruit trees
and bushes, the ‘Friends’ of the orchard have
created some herb beds and put up signs
showing what is growing where. Creating the
Community Orchard and Jam Patch has meant
lots of hours of clearing and digging, so the busy
gardeners were delighted to pick up a ‘highly
commended’ at the Northamptonshire Community Awards in December for all their efforts.
If you are interested in helping or just want to
know when the fruit is ready to be picked, keep
an eye on their Facebook page ‘Friends of
Weedon Bec Community Orchard’.

ARE UNITARY AUTHORITIES THE FUTURE FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE?
Daventry District Councillor Adam Brown
spoke to Weedon Bec residents and Parish
Councillors about local government reorganisation which could see the introduction of new ‘Unitary Authorities’ as early as
May next year.
At the Annual Parish Meeting, Cllr Brown
said there was no confirmation from Parliament as yet that Northamptonshire County
Council (NCC) will be scrapped, and replaced by two Unitary Authorities covering
East and West Northants.
The new West Northants authority would
take in Daventry District Council (DDC),
South Northants Council (SNC) and
Northampton Borough Council (NBC), but
it’s not clear when the first elections would
take place.

Despite the uncertainty, Cllr Brown answered questions from the Parish Council:
What will happen with the Local Plans?
Both DDC and SNC are in the process
of producing new Local Plans, and if approved, they will be in place until 2029.
NCC reneged on promises – how will
traffic calming works on the High Street
now be funded? NCC promised to put in
some measures on Weedon High Street, ie
reducing speeds, diverting traffic, calming
traffic, once the bypass was opened. Now
it seems there is no money available for
any work. Keep up the pressure on the
County Council, but we have been a victim
of the cuts and the overspend.
What will happen to existing NCC debts?
They are likely to be apportioned to Unitary

JJ What’s tall, red and rotund and has stirred
up some controversy in Weedon Bec in recent
months? It’s the large Royal Mail postbox of
course, which has consumed millions of local
letters in the 50 years it has stood in Church
Street in the village. But the big question is where should the postbox stand, now that the
village post office has closed and reverted to
residential use?
Facebook debates on the village community
pages have revealed strong feelings among
residents who would like the postbox to remain
near central village shops. However, Royal Mail
will not place it on private property, such as a
shopfront, and its new home looks set to be next
to Jubilee Field car park entrance in Bridge Street.

Authorities as NCC debts are not going to
be written off. Decisions on budgets will be
made by current District/County Councillors as all are automatically on the Unitary
Councils until elections are held.
How will existing contracts be managed,
for example the new DDC waste collection
scheme which has just been set up? This
is a hard one as all three Councils have
set up individual 10-year waste collection
contracts - but there would be money in the
budget for streamlining services.
Will there be any extra responsibilities
or work for Parish Councils in a Unitary
Council environment? Possibly, there
would certainly be consultations between
parishes and Unitary Authorities before any
decisions were made.

Helpers urgently needed
to keep Scout Group alive
In the 70th anniversary year
of Weedon Scout Group, its
Group Chairman, George
Bushell, has warned it may
be forced to close if more
adult helpers don’t step
forward to help run sessions
for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Explorers. At the Annual
Parish Meeting on April 24th
he told villagers “We have 50

to 60 children at the Scout
Hut every week and it would
be a shame to lose it.” He
said the group is “financially
sound”, but it “urgently needs
more adults in the roles of
leaders and helpers.” Please
contact Mr Bushell on 01327
342528 or 07860 169284 if
you can help or would like
more information.

NEWS FROM THE ANNUAL
PARISH MEETING APRIL 2019
High Street let-down

£
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Parish Councillor George
Atkinson told the meeting
traffic calming measures and
other improvements promised for Weedon High Street
by the County Council, once
the new link road was open,
had not materialised. NCC
now says it will only re-mark
the road and put a parking
bay opposite the Heart of
England hotel.

New street lights?

BALANCES

Parish Councillor Fiona
Edwards said the Council
is investigating the idea of
replacing all street lights
in the village with LEDs.
In many cases this would
mean replacing the complete
lamp and fittings, not just the
bulbs. Initial costs would be
high but Government loans
are available, and savings
would be made over the
coming years.

20mph campaign

Weedon Bec resident Jayne
Hesketh has launched a
20mph campaign for main
roads in the village - with the

support of RoSPA. She said
village streets were dangerous for pedestrians due to
inconsiderate driving. A small
‘action group’ of residents is
to help progress the campaign.

Student book grants

Weedon Bec Trust will this
year offer book grants to
students in their first year at
college. The charity, which
owns the Croft Way field behind the village hall, paid out
£1,790 in grants last year.

Junior Parish Council

JPC Chairman, Eeva,
said members were getting to
the heart of some serious
local issues, as well as
encouraging people to “love
their village”.

Pocket Park bulbs

Fred Kay of the Pocket Park
Management Committee said
more than 2,000 bulbs have
been planted at the Pocket
Park, including aconites,
bluebells and snowdrops, as
well as many native trees.
A new fence has also been
installed, at a cost of £1,000.

Parish church
‘struggling’ says
new Priest-in-charge
The annual upkeep of Weedon Bec parish
church costs around £35,000. And with a
regular congregation of just 25 people to
raise that money, the old stone building is
“struggling”, its new Priest-in-charge, the
Reverend Barbara Gallagher, informed
villagers attending the Annual Parish
Meeting on April 24th.
“These architecturally wonderful buildings cost an enormous amount of money to
maintain,” she said.
The west tower of St Peter and St Paul’s
Church dates back to Norman times, with
the main body being built in the 1800s.
“The budget for this year shows a deficit
of £7,000. This is your church and you need
to be aware of the situation,” the Reverend
Gallagher told residents.

Top village!
Weedon Bec
does it again!

In July 2018 Weedon Bec was named
the Best Medium Sized Village in the
county - and was then voted second
best village overall (after Moulton) as
judges from Northamptonshire ACRE
considered all entries, regardless of
size.
The annual competition looks at
all aspects of village life including
community spirit, amenities and
services, and the range of local
activities and groups available.
The Northamptonshire Best Village
Competition celebrates the initiative
and resourcefulness of more than 300
villages in the county and is a chance
for people living in those rural communities to showcase what is great about
their village and what they like about
living there.

100 years since WW1 Armistice

Weedon Bec remembered
100 years since the end of
World War One on November
11th, 2018, through a series
of well attended commemoration events combining local
and national observations.
The day started at 6am
with a bagpiper’s lament in
the cemetery and continued
with a procession and service
of remembrance. Later on
a beautifully curated one-off
World War One exhibition
attracted many visitors.
There were photos to look
at and information about local
people who had served in the
Great War along with military
artefacts - even some British
and German barbed wire.
As the day drew to a close,

the sound of church bells,
a town crier and bagpipes
completed our village commemorations.
As a permanent memorial
to mark 100 years since the
end of World War One, a
walnut tree was planted,
at the tethering posts on
Equestrian Way. During the
ceremony, Arthur Hart talked
about the historic association
between Weedon Depot and
walnut trees, then he planted
the tree and unveiled a commemorative plaque.
l A group of volunteers,
young and old, took park in
a village wide litter pick to
ensure Weedon Bec looked
spic and span ahead of the
WWI remembrance event.
Above, right,
bagpiper John
Anderson at
the ceremony.
Right, Arthur
Hart plants the
walnut tree
on Equestrian
Way. And left,
one of the two
WW1 benches
that now stand
in Weedon
Bec.

JJ Weedon Bec Primary schoolchildren pictured above were a great help on stone-picking days
organised on the former ‘Mound’ area of Jubilee Field in order to prepare the ground for grass
cutting. Following the removal of the mound, the Parish Council has invested in drainage works
and other improvements in that corner of the field, so it can be brought back into good use to
benefit villagers.

WHO’S WHO AT THE PARISH COUNCIL

THE PARISH COUNCIL
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Chairman: Cllr Mr Tony Crease 07787 253009
Email: adcrease13@gmail.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Mr Austin Havell

JJ Street lighting
JJ Grass cutting (verges,
playing fields and Cemetery)
JJ Bus Shelters
JJ Playing field maintenance and
play equipment (Jubilee Field, Croft
Way playing field, Cavalry Fields
play area)
JJ Village Gateways
JJ Benches and seats around
the village
JJ Litter bins / dog bins
JJ Two Allotments sites
(Church Street, Riverside Drive)
JJ Weedon Bec Cemetery

Councillors: (in alphabetical order)
Mr George Atkinson
Mrs Fiona Edwards
Ms Libby Hart
Mr Jim Mantz
Mr Kevin Perry
Mrs Ann Ranshaw
Mrs Fiona Thomas

All Councillors are contactable through
the Parish Clerk: Mrs Susan Halkett,
16, St Mary’s Way, Weedon Bec, NN7 4QL
Tel: 01327 341057
Email: weedonbecpc@btinternet.com
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk

VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
Parish Council meetings

Parish Council meetings are held on the first
Tuesday in the month (except in January
- 2nd Tuesday) in the Village Hall Annexe,
West Street, Weedon. Press & public are
invited to attend. At the start of the meeting
is a section when people can address the
council but the rest of the meeting is formal.
More details are on the monthly agenda on
Jubilee Fields noticeboard.
Are you new to the village?
Weedon Bec Information Pack
The pack contains information about village
activities & local services and is available to
all new residents. If you have recently moved
to Weedon Bec or have a new neighbour,
contact Parish Clerk, Sue Halkett, on 01327
341057 or via email at weedonbecpc@
btinternet.com and a pack can be delivered.

Weedon Bec website

You can find the Parish Council website
at www.weedonbec-village.co.uk. It is
updated daily and contains information
on all Parish Council matters, including:
•
An A-Z of services in the District.
•
Planning updates that affect the
village
•
Details of around 40 active village
groups, covering all age groups
•
Information about the work of the
Parish Council.
•
A What’s On calendar with details of
upcoming events & activities.
•
Information about local amenities
including healthcare facilities and
halls to hire.
•
Please help by providing up-to-date
details of your group
and upcoming events
to be included on the
village What’s On
calendar.

Scan QR code to go direct to our website

Facebook and Twitter!

Weedon Bec Parish Council is on
Facebook, which allows a more direct
link with residents - and a chance to
get village news out to local people as
quickly as possible. On the page there is
also a ‘message’ area where you can ask
the Parish Council a question on a local
issue - and usually receive a response
within the hour!
If you are a Twitter user you can get
the latest information via the Parish
Council’s official Twitter feed
@weedonbecPC

Your Feedback is
always welcome!
It is always good to hear your comments
- whether positive or negative - about the
work undertaken by the Parish Council in
the village.
We are happy to receive suggestions for
improvements and are extremely grateful
to residents who take the time to assist
us in our work.
Please contact Weedon Bec Parish Clerk
Susan Halkett on 01327 341057 or via
email: weedonbecpc@btinternet.com

Reporting local
street problems

Reporting
full bins...

n FIX MY STREET! Potholes, a
broken street sign, missing drain
covers, a fallen tree, damaged kerbs or
footpaths - all these problems can now be
reported at any time of the day or night,
directly to FixMyStreet online. At
fixmystreet.northamptonshire.gov.uk
you can locate the problem on a map
of the area, enter details of the problem
- with a photo if possible - then confirm
the report and Northamptonshire County
Council will investigate.

Canal towpaths
around Weedon are
so well used by local
people and their pets
that the dog waste
bins can fill up very
quickly on a sunny
weekend. To report overflowing dog
waste bins call 01327 871100 or email
customercare@daventrydc.gov.uk
The large Biffa bins, which stand at
the foot of the canal steps on Elland’s
Lane near the church, are for boaters’
refuse only. These bins are emptied by
the Canal & River Trust and also have
their problems at busy times. If you see
them overflowing badly you can email
the Trust on: enquiries.southeast@
canalrivertrust.org.uk or you can send
a message direct on the Trust website
at: www.canalrivertrust.org.uk /aboutus /our-regions /south-east-waterways/
contact-us-in-the-south-east

n PUBLIC FOOTPATHS
If there’s a problem with access to our
local public footpaths, or you have found
any in a poor condition, please call the
Parish Clerk Susan Halkett on 01327
341057 or make contact via
www.weedonbec-village.co.uk
n ABANDONED VEHICLES
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999 or email:
elvis.recovery@northants.police.uk.
Please supply the registration number,
type and condition of the vehicle and its
location.
n FAULTY STREET LIGHT
Call Parish Clerk Sue Halkett on 01327
341057 with the lamp number, its location
and say what the problem is.
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