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What has the Council been up to during 2013/14?
Planning Committee:
The planning committee is pleased that
many members of the public have shown an
interest in planning over the past year.
Your views are always important to us,
particularly that the parish council is
embarking on making a Neighbourhood
Plan.
The proposal to build 30 houses on
land at the junction of Croft Way and West
Street was rejected by the District Council.
Our concerns were backed by the planning officer’s report of some 29 pages. An
application to build four town houses on the
small former Conservative Club car park
was turned down and we wait to see what
the developer might do next. Figures are
not available for the current year but at the
end of 2012/13 approval had been given for
34 more houses throughout the parish but
they have yet to be built.
Over the past five years 81 new houses
have been built in Weedon. But this rate of
build is likely to increase considerably because the government wants more housebuilding. Until we know the outcome of the
West Northants Joint Core Strategy, which
we hope will be mid-2014, we will not know
how many houses Weedon will be expected
to accommodate between now and 2029 –
but it will certainly be an increase on recent
years.
Neighbourhood Plan
The parish finally got the go ahead from the
District Council to make a Neighbourhood
Plan in December 2013. The Neighbourhood Plan will offer residents chances to
have a say on what development should
take place in Weedon – and where.

The process will commence by sending all
residents a questionnaire. Having a
neighbourhood plan in place means residents can have more say on where houses
should be built between now and 2029.
But it is about more than just houses.
An increase in the number of people living
in the village would call for more school
places, a bigger doctors’ surgery as well as
improvements to basic facilities, services
and installations needed for the functioning
of our community. We also need to protect
the green spaces we use of on a regular
basis and surrounding countryside.
It is hoped a final draft of the plan will be
in place by the beginning of 2015.

Allotments
Both allotment sites continue to be well
subscribed and we continue to look at the
possibility of having a water supply at
Riverside. A borehole is by far the most
reasonable option – the difficulty is how we
pump from the borehole to a reservoir. We
would need power and equipment which
obviously presents problems on an open
and unsecured site. Enquiries are ongoing.
Community Liaison
Under arches parking near to church: A
meeting was held with Network Rail to
discuss the possibility of the first two arches
(near access road to allotments) being
designated for parking for those using the
church and allotments.
Network Rail is being particularly slow in
progressing this for us but have said they
can look at this is May 2014. Discussions
with NR began in 2009.
Environment
Portable Vehicle Activated Sign: From
grant money received from DDC, ultimately
paid for through Council Tax contributions,
a VAS has been purchased which will be
used around the village to address the
many complaints we have about speeding
vehicles.
Lamp post energy efficient light replacement scheme: Phase 2 of this replacement
scheme is now being run and will result in
more than 20 lamp posts being switched to
energy efficient lighting in May 2014, which
will help reduce electricity bills for the Parish
– now standing at approx £7,000 a year.
Playing Fields: Regency Close play area
has had the last piece of play equipment
removed as it was past its ‘sell by date’. The
committee will be investigating funding for
new equipment for Croft Way in 2014/5.
Relationship with One Stop: Head Office
continues to progress issues that have been
highlighted by nearby residents, and have,
on the whole, been resolved.
Parking is still a problem and posters for
the village car park have been re-displayed,
while letters have been dropped to
businesses and residents asking for
co-operation.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Cemetery

Cemetery fees have increased slightly
this year but are still below Parochial
Church Council rates. Grass cutting
equipment is being purchased and
Stuart Watts the Cemetery handy-man
is going to undertake the mowing, we
are confident we will have a far better
standard of grass-cutting than we
have had in previous years. The WW1
commemoration group have been
given permission to plant poppies and
wild flowers in selected areas in the
Cemetery.

Painted dog poo

Daventry District Council donated a
tin of red spray paint to highlight dog
mess around the village, primarily in
areas where people seemed not
bothered in picking up, including
Puddlebank and the playing fields.
Dog fouling is an ongoing problem –
particularly bad in Jubilee Field where
the senior and junior football teams
play.
Please consider reporting someone
if they do not clear up after their dog
– a first fine would soon stop people
leaving dog mess around.

Warden Jeremy

Following an advertisement in Weedon
News, Mr Jeremy Palmer came forward as a volunteer highways warden.
The role is a conduit between the
Parish Council, residents and the
County Council. The Council were
happy for him to perform this role and
he has since attended training with
MGWSP (County Council’s highways
agents).

Weedon Tethering Posts
have WOW factor after an
‘outstanding village effort’

BEFORE

An enthisiastic ‘community working group’ of Weedon volunteers turned out to tackle their first
clean-up job – at the site of of the Equestrian Way Tethering Posts. Hailed as an “outstanding
village effort” with lots of banter and wisecracks, the project included painting the historic posts.
A big thank-you goes out to everyone who joined the crew and to neighbours who lent their
brown wheelie bins – the before and after photos show what a difference a few volunteering
hours can make. Call Sue Halkett on 341057 if you want to be part of the next project.

Artwork on display for group’s first exhibition
Weedon Art Group held its first exhibition last December and what a
brilliant afternoon it was with more than 70 original works of art from
members on display. Northamptonshire County Councillor Robin
Brown, who has supported the group this year with a grant from the
‘Empowering Councillors’ monies, came along to talk to members
and view their work, and was pleased his support had helped us to
continue providing art classes at a subsidised cost. Also present
was former NCC Councillor Gina Ogden who helped start the art
Continuing support for the
group with a grant in 2011. Comments from the public were very
Art Group.
encouraging and another exhibition is planned for later this year.

Another successful year for Village Show
Thanks to all who entered produce and
handicarafts in the 2013 Village Show. The
winners of the trophies were as follows:

Council Budget

The Finance & General Purpose
Group (F&GP) is a body that meets
when required to consider the budget
to put before Council for the next financial year, any other financial matters
that need attention, any employment
issues or anything else that does not
fall within the other groups remits.

Children’s Section:
Section A – Louise Whitcombe		
Section B – Jennifer Xambre
Adult Section Winners:
•
George E Hooper Cup for Section C Flowers - Sue Halkett
•
Rosebowl - winner of class 18 (a miniature
flower arrangement) - Sheila Troath
•
Alice and Frank Cornwell Cup for Section
D - Vegetables and fruit - Jean Duck
•
Dolly Robinson Cup for Section E Culinary - Mary Hurley
•
John Perry Cup for Section F - Handicrafts
1 - Sheila Troath
•
Rogers Cup for Section G - Handicrafts 2
- Sandy Oliver
Overall show Winner of the Ivy Burrows Cup for
the most points in the show was Sue Halkett.
Judith Allnatt kindly volunteered to present the
prizes.

Flood Planning

This report is currently being worked
on but should be ready for Autumn
2014.

Quality Council

Weedon Bec Parish Council is a ‘Quality Council’. This means we are representative of and actively involve all
parts of our community. We are also:
• Effectively and properly managed
with members upholding high standards of conduct
• Working closely with voluntary and
community groups, articulating their
needs through effective communication
• Committed to ongoing training and
development
• Working in partnership with other
local authorities and agencies to get
the best deal in service delivery for the
local community.

AFTER

Feedback please
The Village Website at www.weedonbec-village.co.uk is updated regularly and contains info’
on the Council, its Councillors as well as all groups and activities in the community. It is
always good to hear comments, whether positive or negative, about the work we undertake
in the village. We cannot be everywhere and rely on residents informing us of things that
require attention and even making suggestions for improvements. We cannot operate without
this feedback and are extremely grateful to those residents who take the time to assist us in
our work. Some items contained in this Annual Report were presented at the Annual Parish
Meeting which was held on Tuesday 23rd April 2014. A summary of the draft minutes of this
meeting are available on request.

Who’s who at the Council and what do they do?
PARISH COUNCILLOR INFORMATION (as at 31 March, 2014)
Chairman:		
Mr Stuart Jacks - 01327 341811
			
(jacks487@btinternet.com)
Vice Chairman:
Mr Neil Anthony (n_anthony@hotmail.co.uk)
Councillors:		
Ms Sue Butler (suebutler@hotmail.com)
			
Mr Stephen Corson (stephencorson@metronet.co.uk)
Mr Keith Crouch (kvc.crouch@btinternet.com)
Miss Libby Hart (libbyhart@btinternet.com)
Mrs Sarah Johnstone (sjohnstone1780@btinternet.com)
Mr James Mantz (james.mantz2009@btinternet.com)
Mr Toni Martin-Beckett (toni@mb47.wanadoo.co.uk)
Mrs Carolyn Matthews (carolyn.matthews2@btinternet.com)
Mr Barry Pilkington (bpilks492@gmail.com)
Mrs Ann Ranshaw (ann@nbdoha.co.uk)
All Councillors are contactable through the Clerk
Clerk: Mrs Susan Halkett, 16, St Mary’s Way, Weedon Bec, NN7 4QL
Tel: 01327 341057 Email: weedonbecpc@btinternet.com

The Parish Council is
responsible for:
• Street lighting
• Grass cutting (verges and
• playing fields and Cemetery)
• Bus Shelters
• Playing field maintenance and
play equipment (Jubilee Field,
Croft Way playing field, Cavalry
Fields play area)
• Village Gateways
• Benches and seats around the
village
• Litter bins / dog bins
• Two Allotments sites (Church
Street and Riverside Drive)
• Weedon Bec Cemetery

Planning Committee and Task Group members
The Parish Council has one committee and
six task groups.
These consist of: Planning Committee:
Ann Ranshaw, Sue Butler, Steve Corson,
Sarah Johnstone, Jim Mantz, Toni MarinBeckett, Carolyn Matthews. The Planning
Committee is the only group with delegated
powers to respond to planning applications
and other planning matters on behalf of the
Parish Council.
Environment/Playing Fields Task Group
(incorporating Community Liaison): Sue

Butler, Neil Anthony, Sarah Johnstone,
Barry Pilkington.
Jubilee Field Regeneration Group: Neil
Anthony, Steve Corson, Stuart Jacks, Barry
Pilkington.
Cemetery & Allotments Task Group:
Steve Corson, Keith Crouch, Libby Hart,
Jim Mantz.
Policy & Asset Review Group (PAARG)
Task Group. Libby Hart, Stuart Jacks, Ann
Ranshaw, Sue Halkett.
Finance & General Purpose Task Group:

Stuart Jacks and Sue Halkett, plus Chairmen of Groups - Ann Ranshaw, Sue Butler,
Jim Mantz, Libby Hart. PAARG meet from
January to March and review policies,
procedures, Standing Orders, Financial
Regulations and Risk Assessments for the
Council.
The Council then discuss any amendments or additions that are required.
Neighbourhood Plan Group:
Sarah Johnstone, Toni Martin-Beckett,
Ann Ranshaw.

Chairman’s Report
‘A village drawn together to fight against proposed development’
This year has seen a change in a quarter
of our councillors and I am hopeful that the
fresh blood will continue to give the Council
new perspective along with the knowledge
of our experienced councillors.
We have again strived to keep our costs
down despite increases in base costs, and
you will have noticed that we as a Parish
Council were the only ones to not increase
the precept in your council tax for this year.
We will always endeavour to ensure value
for money in everything we do.
I would like to thank all councillors for
their hard work during the year, our Clerk,
Sue Halkett for her knowledge and patience, along with all other parishioners,
groups and organisations we have had the
pleasure of working with during the year.
You make us more effective and we need
your ongoing participation and contributions
to ensure we act in the best interests of the
village. I am sure it also gives you more
confidence that we are always doing our
best for you.
Yet again we find ourselves as a village
drawn together to fight against the proposed
Gladman development.
This has shown us all that we are a

village with the community at heart.
Last year I set the Parish Council targets
and am pleased to report that we continue
to meet these targets. Looking forward, I
plan to make the following recommendations to the council which I hope the new
Chair will take forward.
1. Ensuring that the council remains open
to the public and increase the numbers
of people attending council meetings
and events.
2. Support the Neighbourhood Planning
process.
3. Continue to support the village in its

rejection of the current proposal from
Gladman.
4. Work with the authorities to improve
both pedestrian and driver safety within
the village.
5. Work in keeping our community spirit
and keeping our village a village.
I would like to thank you for your support
during my tenure as Chair of your Parish
Council and wish the future Chair every
success. It is not an easy role but can be
very rewarding.
Stuart Jacks
Chairman Weedon Bec Parish Council

Villagers hear details of the proposed Gladman development at a meeting arranged by the parish
council in January.
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