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Weedon Bec Parish Council represents the  community of Weedon Bec which has a 

current electorate of 2193 people residing in 1254 dwellings.  The community also  

supports light industry situated in the Cavalry Fields Industrial Park and the Old Royal  

Ordnance Depot.     The Parish Council’s aims are: 

• to protect the rural character and environment of the village and to actively encour-

age the community to act in a manner to sustain and enhance these characteristics; 

• to be the champion of the community and to act on their behalf on all matters           

relating to the village and its surrounds; 

• to continually improve the quality and range of services provided to the community  

• to encourage and support local community groups where possible; 

• to be informative and proactive in our approach to community and village issues by 

transparency at the Parish Council meetings, through the website and the newslet-

ter. 

Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall Annex, West Street,  

Weedon Bec, on the first Tuesday of every month, commencing at 7.30pm,                    

unless otherwise advertised.  Members of the public and press are invited to attend          

all  meetings. Although the majority of the meeting is formal there is a period where  

people can address the Council.  Please call the clerk for further information. 

 

The Village Website, run by the Parish Council is at www.weedonbec-pc.gov.uk.             

This  website is updated regularly and contains information on the Council,  

its Councillors and relevant documents as well as information on  

all groups and activities in the community.  

 

It is always good to hear comments, whether positive or negative, about the  

work we undertake in the village. We cannot be everywhere and rely on  

residents informing us of things that require attention and even making  

suggestions for improvements. We  cannot operate without this  

feedback and are extremely grateful to those residents  

who take the time to assist us in our work. 

 

Some items contained in this report were presented at the  

Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Tuesday 17th April 2012.   

A summary of the draft minutes of this meeting are available on request.   

Please contact the Parish Clerk. 
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RECEIPTS £ PAYMENTS £ 

Precept 76,381.00 General Admin Incl. Salaries 27,386.85 

Allotment Rents 787.20 S.137 Payments 130.00 

Cemetery Fees 2,566.00 Bank Charges 15.00 

Highways & Wayleaves 1,732.82 Insurance 2,852.47 

Playing Fields rent 468.00 Environment/Highways 31,201.43 

VAT refund 11,833.37 Play Areas 19,014.95 

Bank Interest 284.23 Allotments 2,584.29 

Other receipts 120.05 Cemetery 9,675.21 

Insurance 4,500.00 Community Liaison 0 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 98,672.67 TOTAL PAYMENTS 92,860.20 

BALANCES AT  31
st

 March 2012 

Current Account  39,505.53 

Bond Account 50,387.81  

TOTAL  89,893.34 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 This is my first year as Chairman of Weedon Bec Parish Council. It has been an 

interesting and eye opening year. My thanks go to all of the councillors, past and 

present during this year for their efforts in ensuring that Weedon is a better place to 

live. All of us give our time voluntarily to work in the best interests of the village.  

 During the first half of the year we had some problems with anti social behav-

iour, destruction of play equipment and trees which ended up costing you as tax 

payers money to address, but with the help and close working with the police we 

have seen a dramatic reduction of this. 

 Your council members have attended several training courses during the year 

provided by NCALC to ensure we keep up to date with the changing face of their 

role in the Parish Council. The Localism Bill will be the challenge for the next few 

years. Councillors have also been representatives on other committees including 

Daventry Villages Together, Weedon Bec Fete, Village Hall and the Diamond Jubilee 

to name but a few. We also have good relationships with groups in the village and 

will continue this positive liaison during the forthcoming year. 

 For the forthcoming year  we have to say goodbye to four members of our 

Council who have served you very well (George Newbrook, Bruce Nicholls, Kit Ed-

wards and Richard Ferguson), but we welcome three new members whom we hope 

will enjoy their time and bring their own approach and freshness to the Council. 

 I would like to thank all residents involved with the many clubs and events 

that run throughout the year. More information is available on the village website – 

www.weedonbec-pc.gov.uk . I would also like to thank PCSO Kevin Thompson who 

does a valuable job around the village, Tony Wincott for all his Parish Council and 

other group promotions in the Daventry Express and also wish to express the grate-

ful thanks from the Parish Council and many residents, to Peter Gilbert the litter 

picker who has a difficult job at times, especially around Jubilee Field on Mondays 

and during school holidays. 

 

Stuart Jacks - Chairman 

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS  - FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31
st

 MARCH 2012 

Quality Council:  Weedon Bec Parish Council is a Quality Council. This means we are 

representative of and actively involve all parts of our community.  We are also; 

• Effectively and properly managed with members upholding high standards of con-

duct 

• Work closely with voluntary and community groups, articulating their needs 

through effective communication  

• Committed to ongoing training and development 

• Work in partnership with other local authorities and agencies to get the best deal 

in service delivery for the local community. 

PARISH COUNCILLOR INFORMATION 

Chairman:  Mr Stuart Jacks - 01327 341811   (jacks487@btinternet.com) 

Vice Chairman: Mrs Ginette Pilkington - 01327 340268 (gpilks@gmail.com) 

Councillors:  Ms Sue Butler (suebutler@hotmail.com)  

Mr David Charnock (mail@davidcharnock.co.uk) 

Mrs Kit  Edwards (kit@thephotographykit.co.uk) 

Miss Libby Hart (libby.hart@virgin.net) 

Mr James Mantz (james.mantz2009@btinternet.com) 

Mrs Carolyn Matthews (carolyn.matthews2@btinternet.com) 

Mr George Newbrook (magirus@btinternet.com) 

Mr Bruce Nichols (brucenichols50@hotmail.com) 

Mrs Ann Ranshaw (ann@nbdoha.co.uk) 

Mrs Corrine Shortland (cozshortie@hotmail.com) 

Clerk:  Mrs Susan Halkett, 16, St Mary’s Way, Weedon Bec, NN7 4QL 

Tel:      01327 341057  Email:  weedonbecpc@btinternet.com 



Events in the Village during 2011/2012 
 

Weedon Bec Village Fete 
 

The Fete was held on Saturday 17th  September  
and although there were a few showers the sun did  
put in an appearance and the field and hall were  
busy all afternoon.  Judith Allnatt, local author, opened  
the fete and stayed until the end to draw the raffle.    
A lot of compliments were received on the quality of the  
music from Dunchurch Brass Band and the display from 
ThinkBikes Team and Kyushikui Kwai Judo who were just 
fantastic. 

 

 

Northampton Chamber Choir 

What a wonderful event took place 
at our village Church on 9th July. 

The Northampton Chamber Choir, 
their organist Eric Cave and their musical director 
Stephen Lloyd Meakins certainly gave us an  
evening to remember. 

 

Special thanks to Gina Ogden, Northamptonshire 
County Councillor, for sponsoring the evening, Paul 

O’Hara for designing the posters and flyers, the bell 
ringers for welcoming everybody, the Church members 

 for the refreshments and members of the Village Fete 
Committee for their help organising the event and not forgetting all those who at-
tended thank you for supporting us to enjoy ‘Music for a Summer Evening’.  A total 
of £1,500 was raised. 
 
Royal Wedding 
A street party was held in New Street 
for all residents.  A lovely day with 
fantastic food and entertainment.   

THE PARISH COUNCIL has one committee and three working groups.  These 

consist: 

Planning Committee:  Sue Butler, David Charnock, James Mantz, Carolyn  

Matthews, George Newbrook, Ann Ranshaw and Corrine Shortland 

Environment & Playing Fields (incorporating Community Liaison):  Sue Butler:  

David Charnock, Kit Edwards, Libby Hart,  George Newbrook, Bruce Nichols,  

Ginette Pilkington, Ann Ranshaw, Corrine Shortland 

Cemetery & Allotments :  Bruce Nichols: Libby Hart, James Mantz, Ginette  

Pilkington 

Policy & Asset Review Group (PAARG). Libby Hart, Stuart Jacks, Ginette  

Pilkington and Sue Halkett 

Planning is the only  group that has delegated powers to respond to planning 

applications and other planning matters on behalf of the Parish Council.   

 

Work carried out by the groups during 2011/12: 
 

ENVIRONMENT & PLAYING FIELDS  

The Village Centre Improvement scheme was the  

main focus for the start of 2011/12 .  The Village car 

park underwent  a full refurbishment by being dug 

out, extended and resurfaced. With County Council’s 

help yellow lines were put in at the Plume of   

Feathers crossroads.  The introduction has been well 

received and it certainly has improved the visibility 

and safety in that area.  At the  same time, parking 

restrictions for HGV overnight parking were  

introduced at Cavalry Fields to enable the residents 

living adjacent to the industrial  estate to have some peace and quiet. 

Additional white lining and more  ‘SLOW's ‘have been painted in the road by the 

both sets of bridges in an attempt to get drivers to slow down . This, as a direct 

result of residents concerns.  
 

The Parish Council is responsible for: 

Street lighting Grass cutting (verges and playing fields)   Bus Shelters  

Playing field maintenance and play equipment  (Jubilee Field, Croft Way playing 

field, Cavalry Fields play area and Regency Close play area) Village Gateways 

Benches and seats around the village  Litter bins / dog bins    

Two Allotments sites  (Church Street and Riverside Drive) 

Weedon Bec Cemetery 



5 of the 9 bus shelters have been re-painted, the other 4  

will be  attended to shortly.   

The Village Map was installed at Jubilee 

Field car park with smaller versions 

atop the canal steps.  The Village 

Walks booklets were launched in 

Summer 2011 and have been      

extremely well received.  

The Plastic Bag Free Village initiative  

was launched with a project being carried out in the school to 

design posters . Local businesses have been canvassed to sign up 

to not use plastic bags.  This project is still ongoing.  

We are also in liaison with One Stop head office with regard to parking 

and delivery lorry issues and have helped to re-engage a better delivery plan that 

causes less  disruption to neighbours. 
 

CEMETERY & ALLOTMENTS TASK GROUP: 

CEMETERY     

An inspection of the trees in the cemetery  revealed that 

the large Leyland-cyprus next to the   gatehouse  was 

dead and this has been felled. In addition, a yew on the 

other side of the gatehouse which is dying will be  cut 

back hard this year from which we hope it will   

regenerate. This  work will allow more light for the wild 

flower garden being established in this area. 

 

ALLOTMENTS 

Our first objective was to minimise or better still eliminate the waiting list for plots. 

This has been achieved with the exception of those requiring a plot at Church Street, 

a problem which we plan to address developing an area adjacent to this site, over the 

next 2 years or so.  Plans are in hand to make major improvements to our allotments, 

in particular, the provision of a proper water supply at Riverside and an improvement 

to the supply at Church Street. 

 

POLICY & ASSET REVEIW GROUP (PAARG) 

The PAARG group meet from January to March and review policies, procedures , 

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations of the Council.  The Council then  

discuss any amendments or additions that are required.  

 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSE TASK GROUP:  

The Parish Council donated money towards the Weedon Cub Scout Group for 

some camping equipment and also provided a wreath for Remembrance Day  

PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

This year has seen mixture of planning challenges 

and some happy conclusions to long running  

difficulties for certain sites. The most notable is 

the Manor Farm site which has made a huge  

difference to the look and feel of the area now 

that is nearing its final stages of completion. 

The Redrow 

development is moving on at 'high speed' and 

will provide for the Village a level of housing 

that is in keeping with that suggested in the 

Housing Needs Survey for Weedon. This  

development has taken place on our largest 

'Brown Field' site, and will provide both private 

and Affordable Housing.   

The former Airy Houses site at Upper Weedon 

has also been cleared with the ground decontaminated and presently lying fallow. It is 

planned to build 11 houses with 2 &3 bedrooms on behalf of DDH.  

We have had to defend against proposals to build beyond the Building Line around 

the Village. Our opposition to the proposed application at Holm Close was refused and 

went to Appeal. Our objection was that they proposed to build beyond the present 

line of development. ie the curtilage of the Village and the Inspector ruled in our  

favour and refused the right to develop onto 

green fields. 

The year has concluded with our efforts to 

prevent turning the Globe Hotel into a Tesco 

Express shop with 6, 1bedroomed flats to the 

rear and above. We are still fighting these  

proposals on the grounds of pedestrian and 

road safety issues, the danger to our 

'emergency services' from the introduction of 

the pedestrian 'refuge' for the A45 near the Heart of 

England public house, and to the public outcry that 

we have received from residents.  

 

Planning never stops so we are now looking to mov-

ing onward with our efforts for the village into the 

next 12months. It is no exaggeration when I say 100s 

of hours are spent by every planning committee 

member every year in this area. 

 

 


